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THE BOOK OF THE 


THOUSAND NIGHTS AND A NIGHT 
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6l%irn ft tfie il^untirctt anb fE^tifrt|»>£rtentb 

Skahrazai) continued, It hath reached me, O auspidous King, 
that Sa'adan having broken into the palace of King Jamak and 
pounded to pieces those therein, the survivors cried out, "Quarter' 
Quarter!'*; and Sa'adan said to them, “Pinion your King!" So 
they bound Jamak and took him up, and Sa'adan drove them 
before him like sheep and brought them to Gharib's presence, after 
the most part of the deizens had perished by the enem/$ swords. 
When the King of Babel came to himself, he found himself bound 
and heard Sa'adan say, *1 will sup tonight oS this King Jamak:'* 
whereupon be turned to Gharib and cried to him, “I dirow my- 
self on tiby mercy." RepUcxl Gharib, “Become a Moslem, and thou 
shalt be safe from the Ghul and from the vengeance of the Living 
One who ceaseth not." So Jamak professed A MsIam with heart 
and tongue and Gharib bade loose his bonds. Then he expounded 
The Faith to his people and they all became True Believers; after 
which Jamak returned to the dty and despatched thence provaunt 
and henchmen to Gharib; and wine to the camp before Babel 
where they passed the night. On the morrow, Gharib gave the 
signal for the march and they fared on till they came to Mayya- 
farikm,* which they found empty, for its people had heard what 

* Mayyalanlcint whuir nljccrciye fw (hortnea Li ^FirikS'^: tht pket u ttfean mca- 
lioived m T^a a Uie iKen csptixl o( Diyir Bukr^ ihlrry Irom 

the rktiical Mbbti, between the upper EuphiKtei mnd Tigrw. 
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had befallen Babel and had fled co Cufa'dty and told Ajib* 
When he heard the news, his Doom-day appeared to hin^ and he 
a^embled bis braves and infonmng them of the enemy^s approach 
ordered them make ready to do battle with his brother's host; 
after which he numbered them and found them thirty thousand 
horse and ten thousand foot,’ So, needing more, he !e\*ied other 
fifty thousand men, cavalry and infantry, and taking horse amid a 
mighty host, rode forwards, till he came upon his brother's army 
encamped be fore Mosul and pitdied his tents in face of their lines. 
Then Gharib wrote a writ and said to his officers, “Which of you 
wiB carry this letter to Ajib?" Whereupon Sahiin sprang to his 
feet and cried, “O King of the Age, 1 will bear thy missive and 
bring thee back an answer.” So Gharib gave him the cpisde and 
he repaired to the pavilion oJ Ajib who, w’hen informed of his 
coming, sard, "Admit himi" and when he stood in the presence 
a^d him, “Whence comest thou?” Answered Sahira, “From the 
King of the Arabs and the Persians, sondn'kiw of Chosroe, King 
of the world, who sendeth thee a writ; so do thou return him a 
reply. Quoth Ajib, “Give me the letter;” accordingly Sahim 
gave it to him and he tore it open and found therein, “In the 
name of Allah the Compassionating, the Compassionate! Peace 
on Abraham the Friend await! But afterwards. As soon as this 
letter shall come to thy hand, do thou confess the Unity of the 
BountiiU King, Causer of causes and Mover of the clouds;^ and 
leave worshipping idols. An tl^ou do this thing, tlioa art my 
brother and nucr over us and 1 will pardon thee the deaths of my 
father and mother, nor will I reproach thee with what thou hast 
done. But an thou obey not my bidding, behold, J wiU hasten to 
thee and cut off thy head and lay waste thy dominions. Verily, I 
give thee good counsel, and the Peace he on those who pace the 
path of salvation and obey the Most High King!" Whm Ajib 
read these words and knew' the threat they contained, his eyes 
sank into the crawn of his head and he gnashed his teeth and Hew 
into a funous rage. 'Then he tore the letter in pieces and threw it 
away, which vexed Sahim and he cried out upon Ajib, saying, 

' Tht* prDp«rti4ii N iingulNr » modEmB but ctuixcieriied Arab lai more etp«dd]]r 

* Siidi is ttis biihM atard hy thi Saja'-aam^nw! in tht minig of thg Arnbic if eon- 
n'asi» iir«ngeljr wirK the btldncsn of mtuEntion. The itmc Iji the cue trith the h'onin 
btauhful in the wrwiitn] entl mUceihty dull in Enmjicjft iHrwimjjei ■ it ii like the glwoue 
«}Sc of iHs "Arujlican Venion" by ilje »ijf of it* bjimnl bioThcfu in HlndloMUni m 
M iturbi; one of than murveli of ttuivdify matlubhii the ''JUtiib eif God" by "Cod’* 
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“Allah wither thy hand for the deed thou hast done!" Widi this 
Ajib cried out to his men, sayin|, "Seise yonder hound and hew 
him in pieces with your hangers. ^ So they ran at Sahim; but he 
bared blade and fell upon them and slew of them more than £fty 
braves; after which he cut his way out, though bathed in blood, 
and won back to Gharib, who said, "What is this casCj O Sahim?" 
And he told him what had passed, whereat lie grew livid for rage 
and cr^'ing "Allaho Akbar—God is most great!"—bade the battfe' 
drums bat. So the fi^ring-men donned thdr hauberks and 
coats of straitwoven mail and baldrick'd themselves with their 
swords; the footmen drew' out in battk'array, whilst the horsemen 
mounted their prancing horses and dancing camels and levelled 
their long lances, and ^e champions rushed into the field. Ajib 
and his men also took horse and host charged down upon host, 

-^And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and cea^ to say 

her pennitted say. 

iiBtirn it toasi ifit ^bc ^nnhreh anh tTbirtp-eisfiih 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that w'hen 
Gharib and his merry men took horse, Ajib and his troops also 
mounted and host charged down upon host. Then ruled the Kasj 
of Battle, in whose ordnance is no wrong, for a seal is on his lips 
and be speaketh not: and the blood railed in rills and purfled 
earth w'tth curious embroidery; heads grew gray and hotter waxed 
battle and fiercer. Beet slipped and stood firm die valiant and 
pushed forwards, whilst turned the faint-heart and Hod, nor did 
they leave fighting till the day darkened and the night starkened. 
Then dashed the cymbals of retreat and the two hosts drew apart 
each from other, and r e t urn ed to their tents, where they nighted. 
Next morning, as soon as it was day, the cymbals beat to battle 
and derring'do, and the warriors donned their h arness of fight and 

* Thiii tnddent h tjilcti fr^iin tke life fif Mcihtimincd who, In ibr of 

(A TT- 7> wrtti lettes^ id forejaTJ pDtcnrftti» blcJdiri; thtm cmbrACt twi, hii 

seal banff in three tinea* MohimmiGd | Apptcle [ uf Alimh, Khkisrau Fuwiz («thc Chaftn- 
wAi or^Jesd bcCAtiic bU naisie wti plmJeJ beb™ ^ttihaniiEeii'jL So he cure the ktter 
Ln pi«ot adding, these words:— 

Hmli ihr Ai^V« dwin^ iVat, 

Fed an cMmeri miDt And eke IreardV m«t* 

TTiii he cut cm KAyinkn cttfwn Int eye? 

FtCf O whirling wci-y Ion faith and tic I 

Henri iTg of thii inmlt hfahammeij aettiiiined* “ AlUh nhifl tear his feiogdnm 1" a pit^phecy 
which WMM flf ciautK fuMUrd^ cr we fhouM nut ha¥e hctidi tsf ii. Hieie lints are horiiblj' 

muriJAteJ in the DAbitlan (uL 
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biildnck'd^ their bbd«s the brightest bright and with the brown 
lance bedight mounced doughty steed every knight and cried out, 
saying, “This day no flight!" And the two hosts drew out in 
battle array, like ^e surging sea. The 6rst to open the chapter^ of 
war was Sahim, who drave his destrier between the two lines and 
played with swords and spears and turned over ail the Capitula of 
ooi^c dll men of choicest wits were confounded. Then he cried 
out, saying, "Who is for fighting? Who is for jousting? Let no 
sluggard come out nor weakling I" Whereupon there rushed at 
h i m a horKtoan of the Kafirs, as he were a flam e of fire; but 
Sahim let him not stand long before him ere he overthrew li Tm 
with a til rust. Then a second came forth and he slew him also* 
and a third and he tare him in twain, and a fourth and he did him 
to death; nor did they cease sallying out to him and he left not 
slaying them, till it was noon, by which time be had laid low two 
hundred braves. Then Ajib cried to his men, "Charge once 
nuDre," and sturdy host on sturdy host down beme and great was 
the clash of arms and battle^roar. The shining swords out rang; 
the blood in streams ran and footman nish^ upon footman; 
Death showed in van and horse'hoof was shodden with skull of 
man; nor did they cease from sore smiting till waned the day 
and the night came on in black array, when they drew apart 
and, returning to their tents, passed night there. As soon 
as morning momowed the two hosts mounted and sought the 
field of fight; and the Moslems looked for Gharib to steed 
and ride under the standards as was his wont, but he came not 
So Sahim sent to his brother s pavilion a slave who, finding him 
not asked the tentpitchers,® but they answered, *‘We know 
naught of him," Whereat he was greatly concerned and went 
form and told the troops, v;ho refrained from battle, saying, “An 
Gharib be absent* his foe will destroy us," Now there was for 
Gharib'a absence a cause strange but true which we will set out in 
order due. And it was thus. When Ajib returned to Iris camp 

'This iwt be mmihicd "elrt fin rht ITib Ar*b umrx Ki 

WEipcn by a baldrick bandoleer ower lii» riBbt tHoulder. In E««drMi day* the 

"Ma/dal" otrer the \th ihmtUcrKrfipommi the njht hip a lirteofTaiirifer beuscyiliiden 
for canritlect: the other cffutOwlt l>ear* on the left iJ.dn the fthaHoH or 

bnllrt-pouch of hide; and the thaiin ni wslft'bdt hdiii the danEer Jifid extra cartridiKs. 
(PilgrimagE m. 30.) ■ 

*Arab. "Bab," which may mean door or gate. The plural form (Abwlb) oasm in 
the next line, mcani ng that he dlipUyed all manner of marnaJ prowH*. 

•Arab. Tairiib" used In Poraian), * mafl of gcMixl utility who pitdiQ cest*^ 
rweep* the floor*, adminiatcra flog^ng*, etc. etc, (Pilgnmase uL SO.) 
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on the preceding night, he eddied one of hia guardsmen by name 
Sayydr and said to him, “O Sayyar, i have not treasured thee 
save for a day like this; and now 1 bid thee enter among 
Gharihs host and, pushing into the marquee of their lord, bring 
him hither to me and prove how wily thy cunning be.” And 
Sayyar said, “I hear and 1 obey.” So he repaired to the enemy's 
comp and stealing into Gharib’s pavilion, under the darkness of 
the night, when ^ the tnen had gone to thdr places of rest, stood 
up as thou^ he were a slave to serve Gbarib, who presently, 
being athirst, called to him for water. So he brought him a 
pitcher of water, drugged with Bhang, and Gharib could not fulfil 
bis need ere he fell down with head distancing heels, whereupon 
Sayyar wrapped him in his cloak and carrying him to Afib's tent, 
threw him down at his feet. Quoth Ajib, *’0 Sayyar, what is 
this?" Quoth he, "This be thy brother Gharib;” w^bereat Ajib 
rejoiced and said, "The blessings of the Idols light upon theel 
Loose him and wake him,” So they made him aiifl up vinegar 
and he came to hitnylf and opened his eyes; then, finding 
himself bound and in a tent other than his own, exclaimed, “There 
is no Majesty and there is no Might save in Adah, the Glorious, 
the Great!" Thereupon Ajib cried out at him, saying, "Dost 
thou draw on me, O dog, and seek to slay me and take on me 
thy blood'wieak of thy father and thy mother? I wifl send thee 
this very day to them and rid the world of thee." Replied 
Gharib, "Kafir hound! soon shalt thou see against whom the 
wheels of fate shall revolve and who shall be overthrown by the 
wrath of the Almighty King, Who wotteth what is in hearts and 
Who shall leave thee in Gehenna tormented and oonfounded! 
Have ruth on thyself and say with me, “There is no god but the 
God and Abraham b the Friend of Godt'" When Ajib heard 
Gharib's words, he snarked and snorted and railed at his god, the 
stone, and calkd for the sworder and the leathcr^rug of blood; 
but bis Wajiir, who was at heart a Moslem though outwardly a 
Miscreant, rose and kissing ground before him, said, "Piitiertcc, O 
King, deal not hastily, but wait till we know the conquered from 
the conqueror. If we prove the victors, we 5-1011 have power to 
kdl him and, if we be h^ten, his bring alive in our hands will he 
a strength to us." And the Emirs said, “The Minister speaketh 

sooth!"-And Shahraaad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her pemitted say. 
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{Siren if tnaK tl)e ^unbreb an^ tZTbictP'ninil) 

%e continued, Ic hnth reached me, O auspicious King, chat when 
Ajifa purposed to slay Gharib, the Wadr rose and said, “Deal 
net hastily, for we have always power to kill himr* So Ajib 
bade by his brother Chanb in irons and chain him up in his own 
tent and set a thousand stout wamors to guard him. Kleanwhile 
GhanVs host, when they awoke that morning and found not thetr 
King, were as sheep sans a shepherd; but Sa*adan the Ghul 
cried out at them, saying, “O folk, don your war-gear and trust 
to your Lord to defend you!" So Arabs and Ajams mounted 
horse, after dothine themselves in hauberks of iron and shirting 
themselves m stnight-knit mail, and salLed forth to the hdd, the 
Chiefs and the colours moving in van, Then dashed out the 
Ghid of the IMountoin, with a dub on his shoulder, two hundred 
pounds in weight, and wheeled and careered, saying, “Ho, 
worshippers of idols, come ye out and renown it this day, for 'tis 
a day of onsbught! Whoso knoweth me hath enough of my 
mischief and whoso know'etb me not, I will make myself known 
Co him . I am Sa'adan, seiv^int of King Gharib. Who is for 
Rousting? Who is for fighting? Let no faint-heart ojme forth 
to me to-day nor w'eakling." And there rushed upon him a 
Champion of the Infidels, as he were a flame of fire, and drove at 
him, but Sa'adan charged home at him and dealt him with his 
dub a blow which broke his ribs and cast him lifeless to the 
earth. Then he called out to his sons and slaves, saying, “Light 
the bonfire, and whoso fadeth of the Kafirs do ye dress him and 
roast him well in the Qame, then bring him to me that I may 
break my fast on him !" So they kindled a fire midmost the 
plain and bid thereon the sbin, till he was cooked, when they 
brought him to SaVtdan, who gnawed his flesh and crunched his 
bones. When tlae Miscreants saw the Mountain-Ghul do this 
deed they were alFrighted with sore affright, but Ajib cried out to 
his men, saving, "Out on you! Fall U5>un the Ogre and hew 
him in hunts with your scymitarsi" So twenty thousand men 
ran at Sa'adan, whilst the footmen circled round him and rained 
upon him darts and shafts so that he was wounded in four-and- 
twenty pbccs, and his blood roa down upon the earth, and he was 
alone. Then the host of the Modems drave at the heathenry, 
culling for help upon the Lord of the three W'orlds, and they 
ceased not from fight and fray till the day came to an end, when 
they drew apart. But the Infidels had captured Sa'adon, as he 
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were a dnmkcn mm for loss of blood; md they botind him fast 
and set hira by Gbarib who, seeing the Ghul a prisoner, said, 
“Tlicrc is no Majesty and there is no Might save in Allah, the 
Glorious, the Croat! O Sa'adm, what case is this?” ”0 my 
lord,” replied Sa’adm, “it is Allah (estolled and esaited be He!) 
who ordaineth joy and annoy and there is no help but this and 
that betide,' And Ghanb rejoined, "Thou speakest sooth, O 
Sa’adan!” But Ajib passed die night in joy md he said to his 
men, “Mount ye on the morrow and fall upon the Moslems so 
shaO not one of them be left alive,” And they replied. 
Hearkening and obedience!" This is how it fared with them; 
but as regards the Moslems, diey passed the night, dejected and 
weeping for their King and Sa'adm; but Sahim said to them, 
O folk, be not concerned, for the aidanoe of Almighty Allah is 
nigh.” Tlien he waited till midnight, when he a^umed the garb 
of a teot'pitcher; and, repairing to A jib's camp, made his way 
between the tents and pavilions till be came to the Kings marquee, 
W’here he saw him seated on his throne surrounded by his Princes. 
8o be entered and going up to the candles wliich. burnt in the tent, 
snuiTcd them and sprinkled levigated henbane on the wicks; after 
which he wididrew and waited widiout the marquee, rill the smoke 
of the burning henbane reached Ajib and his Princes and they fell 
to the ground like dead men. Then he left them and went to the 
prison tent, w'here he found Gharib and Sa'adan, guarded by a 
thousand braves, w'ho were overcome with sleep. So he cried 
out at the guards, saying, “Woe to you! Sleep not; but watch 
your prisoners and light the cressets." Presently he filled a cresset 
with iirewooci on whi^ be strewed henbane, and lighting it, went 
round about the tent wMi it, tit] die smoke entered the nostrils of 
the guards, and they all fell asleep drowned by the drug; when he 
entered the cent and finding Gharib and Sa'adan also insensible 
he aroused them by making them smdl and sniff at a sponge full 
of vinegar he had witJi biro. Thereupon he loosed their bonds 
^d collars, and when they saw him. tliey blessed him and rejoiced 
in him. After tliis they went forth and took all the arms of the 
guards and Sahim said to them, “Go to your own camp;" w^hile 
he re'entered Ajib’s pavilion and, wrapping him in bis dook, lifted 
him up and made for the hfoslem encampment. And the Lord, 
the (^mpassionate, protect] him, so that he reached Gharib's 
tent in safety and unrolled the cloak before him. Gharib looked 
at its contents and seeing his brother Ajib bound, cried out. 
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‘‘AlMoAkbar— God is Most Great! Aidancel Victory!" And 
he blessed Sahim and bade him arouse Ajib> So he made him 
smell the vinegar mixed with mcense, and he opened his eyes and, 
findinj i himsdf bound and shackled, hung down his head earth' 

-^And Shahiazad perceived the dawn. o{ day and ceased 

to say her permitted say . 

it teas djr ^iit ©autircb anb 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that after Sabim 
had aroused Ajibj whom he had made insensible with henbane and 
had brought to ^s brother Gbarib, the captive opened his eyes 
and, feeling liimself bound and shackled, hung d^n ius head 
earthwards. Thereupon cned Sahun, O Accursed, lift thy head! 
So he raised his eyes and found himself amon^t Arabs and Ajamis 
and saw his brother seated on the throne of his estate and the place 
of his pow'cr, wherefore he w^as silent and spake not. Then Gharib 
cried out and said, "Strip me this hound!" So they stripp^ him 
and rimp down upon him with whips, till they wfeakened his Ejody 
and subdued bis pride, after which Gharib set over him a guard of 
an hundred knights. And when this fraternal correction had been 
administered they beard shouts of, 'There is no God but the 
G^!’’ and "God is Most Great!" from the camp of die Kafirs. 
Now the cause of this was that, ten days after his nephew King 
AI'Damigh, Gharib's tinde, had set out from Al'Jarirah, with 
twenty thousand horse, and on nearing the fidd of battle, had 
despatched one of his scouts to get news. The man was absent 
a whole day, at the enti of which time he returned and told 
AI'Damigh all that had happened to Gharib w’ith his brother. 
So he waited till the night, when he fdl the Infideb, crying 
out. "Ali^o Akbar!" and put them to the edge of the biting 
scymitar. When Gharib heard the Takhir,‘ he said to Sahim, 
"Go find out the cause of these shouts and war'crics," So Sahim 
repaired to the field of battle and questioned the slaves and camp 
foUow'ers, who told him that King AI'Damigh had come up with 
twenty thousand men and had fallen upon the idobtcis by night, 
saying, "By the virtue of Abraham the Friend, I will not forsake 
my brother s son, but will play a brave man’s part and beat back 
the host of hfiscreanti and please the Omnipotent King!" So 
Sahim returned and told his unde's derring'do to Gharib, who 

■ I.r. ch« tki«aB.«ry of "Mtiho Altbar,’* whitli M. C. Barbier dc Mernnnl 
with Ac Chn«iua ”Tc UctHn.'* 
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cried out to bis men, saying, “Don your arms and mount your 
steeds and let us succour my father’s broth err* So they took 
horse and fell upon die Infidds and put them to the edge of the 
sharp sword. By the morning they had killed nigh fifty thousand 
of die Kahrs and made other thirty thousand prisoners, and the 
rest of A Jib's army dispersed over the length and breadth of earth. 
Then the Kloslems returned in \ittiDry and tnumph, and Gharih 
rodcouc to meet hts uncle, whom he saluted and thank<^ for hishelp 
Quoth AJ'Damfgh, “I wonder if that dog Ajib fell in this days 
affair.'' Quoth Gharib, “O uncle, be of good ^eer and keep thine 
eyes ctx>l and dear; know that he is with me in diains." When 
Al-Damigh heard this he ngoiced with e.\ceeding joy and the two 
kings dismounted and entered the pavilion, hut found no Ajih 
there; whereupon Gharih exclaimed, “O of Abraham, the 
Friend (with whom be peace!),” adding, “Alas, what an ill end is 
this to a glorious day!" and be cried out to the tent-pitchers, say- 
hig, “Woe to you! Where is my enemy who oweth me so much?" 
Quoth they, “When thou mountedst and we went with thee, thou 
didst not bid us guard him;'* and Gharib ex claim ed, “There is no 
Majesty and there is no Might save in Allah, the Glorious, the 
Great!” But Al-Damigh said to him, “Hasten not nor be con- 
cemed, for vrhere can he go, and we in pursuit of him?” Now 
the manner of Ajili's escape was in this wnse. His page Sayyar 
h<td been ambushed in the camp and when he saw Gharib mount 
and ride forth, leaving none to guard his enemy Ajib, he could 
hardly credit his eyes. So he waited awliile and presently crept 
to die tent and taking Ajib, who was senseless for the pain of the 
bastinado, on his back, made off with him into the open country 
and fared on at the top of his speed from early night to the next 
day, till he came to a spring of water, under an apple tree. There 
he set down Ajib from his back and washed lus face, whereupon 
he opened his eyes and seeing Sayyar, said to liim, *'0 Sayyar, 
carry me to Cufa that 1 may recover there and le\y horsemEm and 
soldiers wherewith to overthrow my foe: and know, O Sayyar, 
that I am anhungered," So Say>'ar sprang up and going out to 
the desert caught an ostrich'poult and brought it to his lord. 
Then he gathered fuel and deftly using the firc'sctcks kindled a 
fire, by which he roasted the bird which he had hallal'd^ and fed 
Ajib with its fli 2 sh and gave him to drink of the water of the spring, 
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tiU liis strength returned to him, after whidi be went to one of the 
Badawi tribal encampments, and stealing thence a steed mounted 
Ajib upon it and journeyed on with him for many days tilt they 
drew' near the acy of Cufa. The Viceroy of the capjt^ came out 
to meet and salute the King, ^om he found weak with the beat¬ 
ing his brother had mtheted upon him; and Ajib entered the city 
and called his physicians. When they answered his summons, he 
bade them heal him in less dm ten days' tune; they sud, “Wc 
hear and wc obey,” and they tended him till he became whole of 
the sickness that was upon him and of tlie punidsment. Then he 
commanded lus Waairs to write letters to dl his Nabobs and \'as- 
sals, and he indited one'and'twentj' writs and despatched them to 
the governors, who assembled their troops and set out for Cufa by 

forced mardies.-And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased saying her permitted say. 

GQllcn it buag ti)t £>i.t ^anbreli anb Jfartp-ftr^t 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Ajib 
sent orders to assemble die troops, who marched forthright to 
Cufa, Meanw'hile, Gharib, being troubled for A jib's escape, 
despatched in quest of him a ihousand braves, who dispersed on 
all sides and sought him a day and a night, but found no trace 
of him; so they returned and told Gharib, who called for hfe 
brother Snhim, but found him not; whereat he was sore concerned, 
fearing for him from the shifts of Fortune. And b! Sahim entered 
and kissed ground before Gharib, who rose, when he saw him. and 
asked, '"Where hast tliou been, O Sahim?" He answered, ‘"O 
King, I have been to Cufa and there 1 find that the dog Ajib hath 
made his way to liis capital and is heakd of his hints; eke, he 
hath written letters to his vassals and sent them to his Nabobs 
who have brought him troops." When Gharib heard this, he gave 
the command to march; so they strudi tents and fared for Cufa, 
When they came in sight of the city, they found it compassed 
about with a host like the surging mnin, having neither beginning 
nor end. So Gharib with his troops encamped in face of the 
Kafirs and set up his standards, and darkness fdl dow'n upon the 
tw'o hosts, whereupon they lighted camp-fires and kept watch till 
daybreak. Then King Gharib rose and tmiking the Wusu-ablution, 
prayed a twtvbow prayer according to die rite of our father 
Abraham the Friend (on whom be the Peace!); after which he 
commanded the battk-drums to sound the pomt of war. Accord- 
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ingly, the licttledrupis beat to combat and the standards fluttered 
whilst the fighting men armour donned and their horses 
mounted and themselves displayed and to plain fared. Now 
first to open the gate of war was King Al'Damigh, who ® ^ 
charger between the two opposing armies and displayed himsclJ 
and played with the swords and the spears, till both hosts were 
confounded and at him marvelled, after which he cried out. say- 
ing, “Who is for jousting? Let no sluggard come out to me nor 
weaklings for I am Al'Damigh, the King, brother of Kunda^ 
the King." Then there rushed forth a horser^ of the Kahrs. 
as he were a flame of fire, and dmve at Al'Damigh, without word 
said; but the King received him with a lance-du^t in the breast 
so dour chat the point issued from between his shouldersand 
Allah hurried his soul to the fire, the abiding-place dire. Then 
c am e forth a second he slew, and a third he slew likewise, and 
they erased not to oonie out to iiito to sl^y them* till he 

had made an end of six-and'seveitv fighting men. Herrapon 
the Miscreants and men of might hung back and wodd not 
encounter him; but Ajib cried out to his men and said. Fie on 
you, O folk! if ye all go forth to him, one by cn^ he will not 
leave any of you, sitting or standing. Charge on him aU at once 
and cleanse of them our earthly worm and strew their heads for 
your horses* hoofs like a plain of stone!" So they waved the 
awe-striking flag and host was heaped upon host; blood 
in screams upon earth and railed and the Judge of Mtde ruled, 
in whose ordinance is no untight. The tearless stood firm ^ leet 
in the stead of fight, whilst die faint-heait gave back and to^ 
to flight thinking the day would nev'er come to an end nor the 
cmtaiiis of gloom waulJ be dniwn by the band of Night; 
thev' not to battle with swords and to smite till hghc 

darkened and murk starkened. Then ihe kctde-drunK of the 
Infidels beat the retreat, but Gharib, retusing to say his arms, 
drave at die Pa’jTiiniry, and the Believers in Unity, the Mos ems, 
fcilbwed him. How many heads and hands they sho^ how mwy 
necks and sinews thf:>' tore, how many knees and spines th^ 
mashed and how many grown men and youths they to death 
bashcdl With the first gleam of morning gr^' the Infid^ brote 
and fled away, in disorder and disarray; and the Moslems followed 
them tilt niiJdk-day and took tn^er tw'cnty thousand of 
whom they brought to their tents in bonds to stay. Th<m 
sat down before the gate of Cuia and commanded a herald to 
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proclaim pardon and protection for ex'ery wight who should leave 
the worship to idols dight and profess the unity of His All' 
might the Creator of mankind and of li^t and night. So was 
made proclamation as he bade in the streets of Cufa and all that 
were dierein embraced the True Faith, great and small; then they 
issuol forth in a body and renewed their Islam before King 
Gharib, who rejoiced in them with eaceediog joy and his br^t 
broadened and he threw off all annoy. Presently he enquired of 
Kfardas and his daughter hjahdiyab, and, being told that he had 
taken up his abode oehind the Red J/fountain, he c-^Tted SahUri 
and smd to him, '“‘Find out for me what is become of thy 
father." Sahim mounted steed without stay or dday and set 
his bcrry'brown spear in rest and fared on in quest till he reached 
the Red Mountain, where he sought for his father, yet found no 
trace of him nor of his tribe ; however, he saw in their stead an 
elder of the Arabs, a very old man, broken with excess of years, 
and ^ed him of the folk and whither they were gone. Replied 
he, ’*0 my son, when Mardas heard of Gharib's descent upon 
Cufa he feared with great fear and, caking his daughter and his 
folk, set out with his handmaids and negroes into the w'ild and 
wold, Md I wot not whither he went." So Sa^m, hearing the 
Shaykh*s words, returned to Gharib and told him thereof, whereat 
he was greatly concerned. Then he sat down on his father s throne 
and, opening his treasuries, distributed largesse to each and every 
of his braves. And he took up his abode in Cufa and smt out 
spies to get news of Ajib. He also summoned the Grandees of 
the realm, w'ho came and did him homage; as also did the 
citizens and he bestowed on them sumptuous robes of honour 

and commended the Ryots to their care.-And 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


IDfjcn il teas ti}t j^untreeb anb jrartp-tfenmb i^igfit. 

She pursued. It Hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Gharib, 
after giving robes of honour to the citizens of Cufa and com* 
mending the Ryots to their care, went out on a day of the days 
to hunt, with an hundred horse, and fared on till he r^ime to a 
Wady, abounding in trees and fruits and rich in nils and birds. 
It was a pasturing'place for roes and gazelles, to the spirit a 
debght whose scents reposed from the l^gour of 6ght. They 
encamped in the valley, for the day was dear and bright, and 
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there passed the night. On the morrow, Gharib made the Wimu' 
ablution and p ra)Td the two bow dawn'prayer, offering up praise 
and thanks to Almighty Allah; when* lo and ^hold! there arose 
a clamour and confusion in the meadows* and he bade Sahim go 
see what was to do. So Sahim mounted forthright and rode till 
he espied goods being plundered and horses haltered and w'omen 
carried off and children cr>’ing out. Whereupon he Questioned one 
of the sheplierds, saying* “What be all this?"; and they replied, 
"This is the Harim of Mardas, Chief of the Banu Kahtan, and his 
good and that of hJs dan* for yesterday Jamikan slew Mardas and 
made priae of his women and children and housdtold stuff and all 
the belonging of his tribe. It is his wont to go a'raiding and to 
cut off highways and way by wayfarers and he is a furious tyrant; 
neither Arabs nor Kings can prevail against him and he is the 
scourge and curse of die country.” Now when Sahim heard 
these news of his sire*s slaughter and the looting of his Harim and 
prtJperty* he returned to Gharib and told him the case, wherefore 
fire was added to his fire and his spirit chafed to wipe out his 
shame and his bloodwit to daun; so he rode with his men after the 
robbers till he overtook tliem and fell upon them* ctying out and 
saying, "Almighty Allah upon the rebel, the traitor, the infidel!" 
and he slew in a single charge onc^d'twenty fighting'men. Then 
he halted in mid'field, with no coward's heart, and cried out, 
"^Vhere is Jamrkan? Let him come out to me, that 1 may make 
him quaff die cup of disgrace and rid of him earth's face!" Hardly 
had he made an aid of speaking, when forth rushed Jamrkan, as 
he were a calamity of ral am tries or a piece of a mountain, cased in 
sted. He was a mighty huge *■ Amalekite; and he drave at Gharib 
without speech or salute, like the fierce tyrant he was. And he 
was armed with a mace of China steel, so heavy, so potent, that 
had he smitten a hill he h.'id smashed it. Now when he charged* 
Gharih met him like a hungry' lion, and the brigand aimed a blow 
at his head with his mace; but he evaded it and it smote the earth 
and sank therein half a cubit deep. Then Ghartb took his battle 
fiail and smiting Jamrkan on the wrist, crushed bis fingers and 
the macc dropp^ from his grasp; whereupon Gharib bent down 
from his seat in selle and snatching it up, swiftlier than the 
blinding kven, smote him therewith full on the flat of the ribs. 
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and he fell to the earth like a fong-steirmed palm'Crce. So Sahira 
took him pinioning him, h^ded him off with, a rope^ and 
Gharib'shorsemen fell on chose of Jamrkan and slc^- fifty- of them: 
the rest fled; nor did they cease flying till they reached their 
tribal camp and raised thdr voices in damour; whereupon all who 
were in Casde came out to meet (hem and asked the news. 
They cold the tribe what had passed; and, when they heard that 
thdr chief was a prisoner, they set out for the \'alley \ 7 ing one 
with other in their Iiaste to deliver him. Now w'hen King 
Gharib had captured Jamrkan and had seen his braves take flight, 
he dismounted and called for Jamrkan, who humbled himself 
before him, saying, "I am under thy protection, O champion of 
the Age!” Rq>lied Gharib. “O dog of the Arabs, dc^t thou cut 
the road for the servants of Almighty AUah, and tearest thou 
not the Lord of the Worlds?" “O my master,” asked Jamrkan, 
“and who is the Lord of the Worlds?" “O angered 

Gharib, “and what calamity dost thou worship?” He said, "O 
my lord, 1 wordiip a god made of dates * kneaded with butter and 
honey, and at I cat him and make me another." When 
Gharib heard this, he bughed till he fell backwa^ and said, ‘'O 
miserable, there is none worship'worth save Almighty Allah, who 
created thee and created all things and provideth aU creatures w-i^ 
daily bread, from w'hom nothing is hid and He over all things is 
Omnipotent.” Quoth Jamrkan, “And where is this great god, 
that I may worship him?" Quoth Gharib, O fellow, know that 
this god’s name is Allah—the Gotland it is He who fashioned 
the heavens and the earth and garred the creea to grow and the 
“waters to fiow. He created wUd beasts and birds and Paradise 
and Hell'firc and vcilcth Himself from all eyes seeing and of none 
being seen. He, and He only, is the Dweller on high. Extolled 
be His p^cction! Tltcre is no god but He!" When Jamrkan 
heard these words, the cars of hb heart were opened; his skin 
Juddered with horripilation and he said, ”0 my lord, what shall 
I say that I may become of you and that this mighty Lord may 
accept of me?” Replied Gharib, "Say. TTiere is no god but 
die God and Abrah^ the Friend is the Apostle of God!'" So 
he pronounced the profession of the Faith and was written of 
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the people of felicity. Then quoth Gharib, Say me, hast thou 
tasted the sweetness of AMslara?”; and quoth the other, “Yes;” 
whereupon Gharib cried, “Loose his bonds!' So they unbound 
him and he kissed ground before Ghanb and his feet. Now whilst 
this was going on, behold, they espied a great cloud of dust that 

towered till it walled the wold,-And Shahrazad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased saying her pennicted say. 


fflhtii tl teas the Jfeix ©utibreb atih jFortp-tfjirb ilighu 

She pursued. It bath reached me, O auspicious King, that Jamtkan 
islainised and kissed the ^ound between tbe hands of Gharib; and, 
as they were thus, behold, a gr^t cloud of dust towered dil it 
walled the wold and Gharib said to Sahitn, “Go and see for us 
what it be.” So he went forth, like a bird in full flight, and 
presently returned, saying, ‘"'O King of die Age, this dust is of the 
Banu Amir, the comrades of Jamrkan.” Whereupon quoth Gharib 
to the new Moslem, “Ride out to thy people and offer to them 
Al'labm: an they profess, they shall be saved; hut, an they refuse, 
w'c w’iii put them K> the sword.” So Jamrkan mounted and driving 
£tced towards his tribesmen, cried out to them; and they knew him 
and dismounting, came up to him on foot and said, “Wc rejoice in 
thy safety, O our lord!” Said he, “O folk, whoso obeyeth me 
shall be saved; but whoso gainsayeth me, I will cut him in twain 
with this scymiiar.” And they made answer, saying, “Command 
us wrhat thou wilt, for W'e wall not oppose thy commandment.’* 
Quoth he, *'Then say with me. There is no gpd but the God and 
Abraham is the Ftiendof God!' ” They asked, “O our lord, whence 
haddest thou these words?” And he told them what had befallen 
him with Gharib, adding, “O folk, know ye not that I am your 
chief in battle^plain and where men of cut and thrust are fain; and 
yet a m:tn £ingle'handcd me to prisoner hath ta’en and made me 
die cup of ghame and disgrace to drain?" When they heard his 
speech, they spoke the word of Unity and Jamrkan led them to 
Gharib, at whose hands they renewed their profeKion of Al'Mam 
and wished him glory and victory, after they had kisse d earth 
before him. Gharib rejoiced in them and said to them, O folk, 
return to your people and expound AUslam to them; but all 
replied, ’*0 our lord, we will never leave thee, whilst we live; but 
we will go and fetch our fam ili es and return to th^. ’ And Gharib 
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said, and join me at the city of Cufd." So Jamrkan and his 
comrades returned to their trib^ camp and offered Al-IsUm to 
their women and children, who all to a soul embraced the True 
Faith, after which they dismantled their abodes and struck thdr 
tents and set out for Cufa, dhvmg before them their steeds, k:amels 
and sheep. During this time Gh^ib returned to Cufa, where the 
horsemen met him in state. He entered his palace and sat down 
on his sire's throne with hia champions ranged on cither hand. 
Then the spies came forw'ards, and informed Irini that his brother 
Ajib had made his escape and Erad taken refuge with Jaland * bin 
Karkar, bid of the city of Oman and land of Al'Yaman; where' 
upon Gharib cried aloud to his host, *'0 men, make you ready to 
march in three days." Then he e^epounded AUslam to the thirty 
thousand men he had captured in the hist aJfair and exhorted 
them to profess and take service with him. Twenty thousand 
embraced the Faith, but the rest refused and he slew them. Then 
came forward Jamrkan and his tribe and kissed the ground before 
Gharib, who bestowed on him a splendid robe of honour and 
made him captain of his vanguard, saying, "O Jamrkan, mount 
with the Chiefs of thy kith and kin and twenty diousand home 
and fare on before us to the land of Jahuid bin Karkar." "Hearb 
'ening and obedience," answered Jamrkan and, leaving the women 
and children of the tribe in Cufa, he set forward. Then Gharib 
passed in review the Harim of Mardas and his eye lit upon 
Klahdiyah. who was among the women, wherewith he fell down 
fainting. They sprinkled rose-water on his face, till he came to 
himself, when he embraced Mahdiyah and carried her into a 
sitting-chamber, where he sat with her; and they twa in lay 
together that night without fornication. Next morning he went 
out and sitting down on the throne of his kingship, robed his 
unde Al-Damigh with a robe of honour; and appointed him his 
viceroy over all Aldrak, commending Mahtliyah to his care; till 
he should return from his expedition against Ajib; and, when 
the order was accepted, he set out for the land of Al-Yaman 
and the City of Oman with twenty thousand horse and ten 
thousand foot. Now, when Ajib and his defeated army drew in 
sight of Oman, King Jaland saw the dust of their approach and 
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sent to find out its meaning, scouts who returned and said, “Verily 
this is the dust nf one bight Ajib, lord of Al'Irak, And Jaland 
wondered at his coming to his country and, when assort of the 
tidings, he said to his ofEcets, "Fare ye forth and mret him/' 
So they went out and met him and pitched tents for him at the 
dty-gate; and Ajib entered in to Jaland, weeping eyed and heavy' 
hearted. Now joland's wife was the daughter of Ajib’s paternal 
uncle and be had children by her; so, when he saw his kinsman 
in this plight, he asked for the truth of what ailed him and Ajib 
tdd him all that had befallen him, first and last, from his brother 
and said, “O King, Gharib biddeth the folk worship the Lord of 
the Heavens and forbiddeth them horn the service of simulacres 
and other of the gods." When Jaland heard these words he 
raged and rc^-olted and said, “By the x-irtue of the Sun, Lord 
of life and Light, 1 will not leave one of thy brother's folk in 
existence! But where didst thou quit them and how many men 
are they?" Answered Ajib, "f left them in Cufa Md they 
be fifty thousand horse." Whereupon Jaland called his ^Vau^ 
Jawimard,' Ea>nng, “Take thee seventy thousand horse and fare 
to Cufa and bring me the Moslems alive, that I may torture them 
with all manner of tortures," So Jawamard departed with his 
host and fared through the first day and the second bll the 
seventh day, when he came to 1 Wady abounding in trees and 

rills and fruits. Here he called a bait--And Shahrazad per' 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

Cafjen It toafi rtjf jffnmhfth anb JTorlr'Cotiritj 

She pursued, It hath reached me. O auspicious King, that when 
Jaland sent Jawamard with his army to Cufa, they came upon a 
Wadj' abounding in trees and rills where a halt was called and 
they-rested till the middle of the night, when the Waxir gave the 
signal for departure and mounting, rode on before them till hard 
upon dawn, at which time he descended into a wcU'Woixled valley, 
whose Oowers were fragrant and whose birds warbled on boughs, 
as they' swayed gracefully to and fro, and Satan blew into be sides 
and puifed him up with pride and he improvised these couplets 
and cried. 


1 Doabdw fw Jt wiii.jiiinl—un gio^ww, m Wvc. S« rd,. iif,, p. SOS. 
VOL Vtl. 




tS Al# L^^XAH WA Latlah. 

“I plunge will) my bra^vea in the seething sca^ * Seine the foe in my itiength 
and my viili^incy; 

And the dt^gbtiest Icnighis ^tic me well to be * Fheid to friend and £erce 
foe to nunc enemy. 

1 will load Gbarih with the captive’a chains ’ Right «ooii» and return in 
all joy and glee; 

For I've donned my mail and my weapons wield * And on all sides charge at 
the chivalry,"* 

Hardly iiad Jawamard made an end of his verses when there came 
out upon him from among the trees a horseman of temhle mien 
aA'Crcd and dad in steely sheen, who cried out to him, saying, 
“Stand, O riff-raff of die Arabs! Doff thy dress and ground diinc 
arms-gear and dismount thy destrier and be off with thy life!" 
When Jawamard heard this, the light in his eyes became darkest 
night and he drew hts sabre and drove at Jamrkan, for he it was^ 
saying, “O thief of the Arabs, wilt thou cut the road for me, who 
am captain of the host of Jaland bin Karkar and am come to 
bring Gharib and bis men in bond?” When Jamrkan heard diese 
words, he said, “How cooling is this to my heart and Ifvcr!" And 
he made at Jawamard versifying in these couplets, 

“I'm tile noted knight in the field of fight, * Whose satre and spear every foe 

affright I 

Jamrkan am I, tomy foes a fear, * With i lauee-ligige known unto 

every knight: 

Gharib u my ioftl, nay my pontiff, my prince, * Where the two hosts dash 
very lion of rrijjht: 

An Imam of the FutK, pious, striking awe • On the plain where his foes 
tike the fawn take fLght; 

Whose voice bids folk to ihe faith of the Friend, * False, doubling iiMa and 
gods despite!" 

Now Jamrkan had far^ on with his tribesmen ten days’ journey 
from Cufa-city and called a halt on the eleventh day till midnight, 
when he ordered a march and rode on devancing them till he 
descended into the valley aforesaid and heard Jawamard reciting 
his verses. So he dtave at him as the driving of a ravaung lion, 
and smiting him with his sword, dove him in twain and waited till 
his captains came up, when he told them what had passed and 
said to them. “Take each of you five thousand men and disperse 
round about the Wady, whilst I and the Banu Amir fall upon the 
enemy’s van, shouting, Alkho Akbar—God is Most Great! When 
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ye hear my filogan, do ye charge them, crying like me upon the 
Lord, and amice them with the sword." “We hear we obey " 
answered they and turning back to thdr braves did bis bidding 
and spread themselves about the sides of the valley in the twilight 
forerunning the dawn, Plresently^ lo and behold! up came the 
army of Al'Yaman, like a flock of ^lecp. filling plain and st^, 
and Jamrkan and the Banu Amir fell upon them, shouting, 
“AUaho Akbart" till all heard it, Moslems and Miscreants, 
W^hcreupon the True Believers ambushed in the valley answered 
from every side and the hills and mountains responsive cned and 
all things replied, green and dried, saying, "God is Most Great! 
Aidance and Victory to us from on High! Shame to the 
Miscreants who His name deny! ’ And the Kafirs were cou' 
founded and smote one another with sabres keen w'hilst the True 
Believers and pious fell upon them like fiames of fiery sheen and 
pg h f was seen but heads flying and blocd jetting and faint'hcaits 
hieing. By the time they could sec one another's faces, two-thirds 
of the Infidels had perished and Allah hastened thetr souls to the 
fire and abiding-place dire. The rest fled and to the desem sped 
whilst the Moslems pursued them to day and take captives till 
tniddle'day, when they returned in triuinph with seven thousand 
prisoners; and but sis'and'twenty thousand of the Infidels 
escaped and the most of them wounded. Tlien the Moslems 
collected the horses and arms, the toads and tents of the enemy 
and dp sp^tf-hp-d them to Gufa with an escort of a thousand hoi^; 

-^An J Shahrazad perceived die dawn of day and ceased saying 

her permitted say. 

IHIjeii it toas dje J&unhrtb mtb jfforlp-tiftb 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Jamrkan in 
his battle with Jawamard slew Kirri and slew his men; and, after 
cilftng many prisoners and much money and many horses 
loads, sent them with an escort of a thousand riders, to Cufa oily* 
Then he and the army of AblsJam dismounted and espo^^^d 
saving Faith to the prisoners, who made profrasion with heart aM 
tongue; whereupon they released them from bonds and cmbracra 
them and rejoiced in them. Then Jamrkan made his troops, 
had swelled to a mighty many, rest a day and a night and m^ched 
with the daxvn, intending to attack Jaiand bin Karkar in tte aty 
of Oman; whilst the thousand horse fared back to Cufa with die 
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loot. When they reached the city, they went in to King Gbarib 
and told hlin what had passKl, whereat he rejoiced and gave them 
joy and, turning to die Ghul of the Mountain, said, ‘‘Take horse 
with twenty thousand and follow Jamrkan.” So Sa’adan and his 
sons mount^ and set out, amid twenty thousand horse for Oman, 
Meanwhile, the fugitives of the defeated Kahrs reached Oman and 
went in to Jaland, weeping and cr^’ing, ''W^oef and “Ruin!" 
whereat he was confounded and said to tliem, “What calamity 
hath befallen you?" So they told Kim what had happened and 
he said, “Woe to youi Hfnv many men were they?" They 
replied, “O King, there were twenty standards, under each a 
thousand men." When Jaland heard these words he said, “May 
the sun pour no blessing on you! Fie upon you! What, shall 
twenty thousand overcome you, and you seventy thousand horse 
and Jawamard able to withstand three thousand in held of light?" 
Then, in the excess of bis rage and mordheation, be bar(5 bis 
blade and cried out to those who were present, saying, “Fall on 
them!” So the courtiers drew their swords upon the fugitives 
and annihilated them to the last man and cast them to the dogs. 
Then Jaland cried aloud to bis son, saying, "Take an hundred 
thousand horse and go to Al'Irak and lay it waste altogether." 
Now this son's name was Kuraj^ and there was no doughtier 
knight in all the force; for he could charge single’bandcd three 
thousand riders. So he and his host made haste to equip them* 
sdyes and marched in battle-array, rank following rank, with the 
Prince at their head, glorying in himself and improvising these 
couplets, 

"I'nj Al'Kimjan, and my name is known • To beat alJ who in wald or in 
etty wonef 

Hdw 1 £o1dlcr my word ai will * Smtek do\\Ti lib; 3 cow the 

ground bcKtwn? 

lliiiv many a acUicr Tve forced ti3 fly * And biv? rolled their aj a 
b^ill h thrown.? 

I'll drive and harry the land Ink* • And like rain I'll dtmrcr the 
Hood of fofiei 

And by hanib on Ghaiihajid his men, whose doom • To the Viis^ a warn¬ 
ing shall soon be slmwtir 

The hose fared on twelve days* journey and, w^hile they were still 
marching, behdd, a great dust clouul arose before them and walLxl 
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the horizon and the whole region. So Kurajan sent out scout^ 
paying, “Go forth and bring me tidings of what meaneth this 
dust.” They went rill they passed under the enemy's standards 
and presently returning saiii "O King, verily this is the dust of 
the Moslems." Whereat he was glad and said, “Did ye covmt 
them?” And diey answered, “W'e counted the colours and they 
numbered ewent)'.” f^oth he, “By my faith, 1 will not send one 
man-at-aiTOS against them, but will go forth to them alone by 
myself and strew their heads under the horses' hooves!" Ncjw 
this was the aniiy of Jamrkan who, espying the host of the Kafirs 
and seeing them as a sutgmg sea, called a halt; so his troops 
pitched the tents and set up the standards, calling upon the name 
of the AU'Wise One, the Creator of hght and gloom. Lord of all 
creatures, Who seeth while Him none see, the High to infinity, 
extolled and exalted be He! There is no God but He! The 
^^liscreants also halted and pitched their tents, and Kurajan said 
to them “Keep on your arms, and in armour sleep, for during the 
last watch of the night we will mount and trample yonder handful 
under feet!” Now one of Jamrkan''s sp^ was standing nigh and 
heard what Kurajan had contrived; so he return^ to the best and 
told his cbkf who said to them, "Arm yourselves and as soon as 
it Ls night, bring me all the mules and c a mels and hang all^the 
bdls and dinkets and rattles ye have about their necks " Now 
they had with them more than twenty thousand camels and mules. 
So they waited till the Infidels fell adeqi, when Jamrkan coni' 
manded them to mount, and they rose to ride and on the Lord of 
the Worlds they relied. Then said Jamrkan,' Drive the camels and 
mules to the Miscreants' camp and push them with your spears 
for goads!" They did as he bade and the beasts rushed upon the 
enemy's tents, whilst die beUs and clinkets and rattles jangled * 
and the Moslems folbwed at their heels, shouting, “God is Most 
Great!” rill ^ the hills and mountains rounded with the name 
of the Highmost Deity, to w^hom belong gbry and majesty 1 
The cattle hearing this terrible din, took tright and rushed upon 

the tents and trampled the folk, as they lay asleep.--And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say_ 

< Ar#h. "Ks’lcu'w*') heme Jatwl KjiTta'in, tht hii?h« leveli in Me«ah, of eld 
inhiibited Ur pirh)tnit«4 uii to called inm ritdr cle»hin(t vnd jttifilinK •mu; vKiUt 
titt Ainiickiin dwelt in the tower Htoufids catted firW from their genemm ntctdiH 
(Ihlgnmqgeiii. 
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IHfjcn it tuas tf)c ©unlirfft anb 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Jamrkan fell upon them with his men and steeds and oinels, and 
the camp lay sleeping, the idolaters started up in confuaon 
snatching up their anns, fell upon one another with smi^. till 
the most part was siaughteied. And when the day broke, they 
looked and found no Moslem slain, but saw them all on horse' 
back, armed and armoured; wherefore they kn<^ that tfe was 
a sleight which had been played upon them, and Kurajan cried out 
to the remnant of his fdk. “O sons of whores, what w'c had a 
mind to do with cbm, that leave thc>’ done with us and their craft 
hath gotten the better of oui cunning." And they were about to 
charge when, lo and behold! a ebud of dust rose high and walled 
the horison'^y, when the wind smote it, so that it spired aloft 
and spread pavihon'wise in the lift and there it hung; and pecs' 
endy appeared beneath it the glint of helmet and gleam of hauberk 
and splendid watiiors, baldrick'd with theh tempered swords and 
holding in rest their supple spears. ^A^hen the Kafirs saw this, 
they held back from die batde and each army sent out, to know 
the meaning of this dust, scouts, who returned with the news that 
it was an army of Modems, Now this was the host of the Moua- 
tain-Ghul whom Gharib had despatched to Jamrkan's aid, and 
Sa'adan himself rode in their van. So the two hosts of the True 
Believers joined company and rushing upon the Paynir^ like a 
Same of fire, plied them with keen sword and Rudaynian spear 
and quivering lance, what while day was darkened and eyes 
for the much dust starkened. The valiant stood fast and the 
faint'heartcd coward fled and to the wilds and the wolds swift 
sped, whilst the blood over earth was like torrents shed; nor did 
the)' cease from fight till the day took flight and in gloom came 
the night. Then the Moslems drew apart from the Miscreants and 
returned to their tents, where they ate and slept, till the darkness 
fled away and gave place to smiling day; w'hen they prayed the 
dawn'praycr and mounted to battle. Now Kurajan bad said to 
his men as thej' drew off from fight (for indeed nwcniiirda of their 
number had perished by sword and spear), "O folk, to-monow, 
1 will champion it in the stead of war where cut and thrust jar, 
and where braves push and wheel I will cake the field." So, as 
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soon as tight was seen and mom appeared with its shine and sheen, 
took horse the hosts twain and Routed their slo^ns amain and 
hared the brand and bent Lmcc in hand and in ranks cook stand. 
The first to open the dtxir of war was Kurajan, who cried out, 
saying, “Let no coward come out to me this day nor craven!'’ 
Whereupon jamrkan and Sa'adan stood by the colours, liut there 
ran at hhn a captain of the Banu Amir and the two drave each at 
other aw'hik, like two rams butting. Pr<sendy Kurajan seized the 
Moslem by the jerkin under his hauberk and, dragging him from 
his saddle, dashed him to the ground where he left him; upon 
which the Ka£rs laid hands on him and bound him and bore him 
off to their tents: whilst Kurajan wheeled about and careered and 
offered battle, till another captain came out, whom also he took 
prisoner; nor did he leave to do thus till he bad made prize of 
seven captains before mid'day. Then Jamrkan cried out with so 
mighty a cry, that the whole 6dd made reply and heard it the 
armies twain, and ran at Kurajan with a heart in rageful pain, 
improvising these couplets. 

“Jmarfcan am I! and a naan of • Whom ihfi warriora fear whh a 

«ue affright: 

i wautc the forts and 1 leave the waits * To wail and wnfcp for the wights 1 
smite: 

Then, O Kurajan, tread the rightful road * And quit the paths of thy 
foul unri^ht: 

Own die One True God. who ciripread the alriea * And made founts (a 
fiow' and die hiU< pegged tight: 

An the slave embrace tlic True Faith, he'll *scape * Hcll-pains and in 
Heaven be deekt and dight!” 

When Kurajan heard these words, he anarked and snorted and 
foully abused the sun and the moon and drave at Jamrkan, verri* 
fying with these couplets, 

*Tin Kurajan, of this age the knighu • And ray shade to the lion* 
of Slrara** ta blight: 

I stonA the forta and aoare kings of bemAS * And warriors fear toe in 
field of fight; 

Then, Harkye Jamrkan, if thou doubt my word, * Cumc ford) to the coui' 
bat and try my rai^t!” 

When Jamrkan heard these verses, he charged him with a smut 
heart and they smote each at other with swords till the two Iiosts 


* Al'Shan’, a mou titajTi iit Anl^ 
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lamented for them, and they lunged with lance and great was the 
damour betw-een themi nor did they leave fighting oil tlic time 
of mid'aftemtion prayer was passed and the day begun to wane. 
Then Jamrkan drave at Kurajan and smiting him on the bre^C 
with his mace,‘ cast him to the gnjund, as he were the tn^ of a 
p^'tree; and the Moslems pinioned him and dragged hini off 
with ropes like a camd. New when the Miscfcaius saw their 
Prince captive, a hot fcvcr'fit of ignorance seized on them and 
they bore down upon the True Believers th i nki ng to rescue him; 
but the Moslem champions met them and left most of them 
prostrate on the earth, whilst the rest turned and sought safety 
in flight, sreking surer site, while the cknking sabres their back- 
sid(s smite. The Moslems ceased not pursuing them till they hud 
scattered them over mount and wold, when they returned fft>m 
them to the spoil: whereof w^us great store of horses and tents 
and so forth:—good look to it for a spoil! Then Jamrfcan went 
in to Kurajan and expounded to him Al'Islam, threatening him 
with death unless he embraced the Faith. But he refused: so 
they cut off his head and stuck it on a spear, after w'hich they 
fared on towards Oman* city. But as regards the Kafirs, the 
survivors returned to Jaland and made known to him the slaying 
of his son and the daughter of his host, hearing which he cast 
his crown to the ground and buffeting his face, till the blood ran 
from his nostrils, feli fainting to the iioor, They sprii^kd rose' 
water on his head, till he cumc to himself and oried to his 
Wauir, “Write letters to all my Governors and Nabobs, and bid 
them leave not a suitter with the sword nor u lunger with die 
lance nor a bender of the bow, but bring them all to me in one 
body." So he wrote letters and despatched dicm by runners tn 
die Governors, who levied their power and joined tlie King i^n'th 
a prevailing host, whose number was one hundred and eighty' 
thousand men. Then they made ready tents and camels and 

4 Se« Vt., 2*1?. ’“Thu (mntd h a tlinijimiii* wti|»rt #h(fi MMisk on ihc uf 

4nn( I un *:]iMvid£«J (Ii4t a blew with ic on ■ lictut armtpunrd with w rabiilo 
fexAM cxlAtOw »lighc iren hfEmct} woukl a-tun w. man" l[*aT 5 La Ernp^tijfrrJ 

which ihs nalivn ppcmownizc ** Antd^r ti tire Te^im beat bv tti cirpital* 

hluktft Thi^flc ire tbc Oiiuni and OmpTiiim Emjrarinm E^jaicniy and rhe 

fVnplus^ Ibn wntn but the hert tUctinrtjfrn inve ^'Onjari.''^ (N.B.— 

Mr. p. U wtonglY dmvet Suchabtii fitun ''S.'i^'ahfly": \t li cviilctiily 

The people bear by ifso mcwit the b«c cha.n4etEr^ Ibn (fi h wflmry) fjJ-jSi 

viT» kk mwt miJbcnt denySn^ thifr, thdr buibufdi esrprw nuEMng Lik< 
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noble Rteeds and were about to march when, behold, up came 
Jamrkan and Sa'adan the Ghul, with seventy thousand horse, as 
they were lions fiercc'faced, all sted'cncased. When Jaland saw 
the Modems trooping on he rejoiced and said, “By the virtue 
of the Sun, and resplendent light, I will not Leave alive one 
of my foes; no, not one to carry the news, and I will lay waste 
the land of AMrak, that I may take my wTcak for my son, the 
havoc^tnaking champion bold; nor shall my dre be quenched or 
cooled?’* Then he turned CO Ajib and said to him, “O dog of 
AMrak, *twas thou broughtest ^is calamity on us! But by the 
%Tmje of that which I worship, except 1 avenge me of mine enemy 
I will do thee die after foulest fashion!** When Ajib h^d these 
words he w'ss troubled with sore trouble and blam^ himself; but 
he waited till nightfall, when the Moslems had pitched their tents 
for rest. Now he had been degraded and expelled the royal 
camp cc^ether with those who were left to liim of his suite: so 
he said to them, **0 my kinsmen, know that Jaland and I are 
dismayed with exceeding dismay at the coming of the Moslems, 
and I know that he w'ili not avail to protect me from my brother 
nor from any other; so it is my counsel that we make our escape, 
w'hilst all eyes sleep, and llee to King Ya'arub bin Kahtan,' for 
that he bath more of men and is stronger of reign.*' They, hearing 
his advice exclaimed ‘’Right is thy rede," whereupon he bade them 
kindle fires at their tent'dooTS and march under cover of the ni^t. 
They did his bidding and set out, so by daybreak they had already 
fared far away. As soon as it Wiis morning Jaland mounted with 
two hundred and sixty thousand fighting'men, clad cap^a^pie in 
Iiaubcrks and cuirasses and strait-knit mail'coats, the kettk'drums 
beat a point of war and all drew out for cut and thrust and fight 
and fray. Then Jamrkan and Sa'adan rode out with forty' 
thousand stalwart fighting'men, under each standard a thousand 
cavaliers, doughty champions, foremost in champaign. The two 
hosts drew out in battles and bared their blades and levelled 
their limber lances, for the drinking of the cup of death. The 
first to open the gate of strife was Sa'adan, as he were a mountain 
of sy'cnite or a Marid of the Jinn. Then dashed out to him a 


^ The name T «id of ii qiiuaJuAtofiCiS Kin cf Joktmji, fhe Afabiii 

■.□il thf feunder of the TobbA *') in Aj-Yojnjin^ while Jurililfl, hit 
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champion of Etc Infields, and the Ghul slew him and ^sEmg 
to Ehe earth, cried out to bis fions and slaves, sayings Light the 
fire and roast me this dead one.^' They did as he hade and 
brought him the roast and he ale it and crunched the bones, whi^ 
the Kafirs stood looking on from afar; and they cried out, '‘Oh 
for aid from the light'giving Sun! and were aiTrighted at the 
thou^t of being slain by Sa'adan, Then Jaland^^shouted to his 
men, saying, “Slay me yonder loathsome beast!” WhereuF«n 
another captain of his host drove at tlie Ghuh but he slew him, 
and he ceased not to slay horseman after horseman, till he had 
made an end of thirty men. ^Vith this the blamed Kafirs held 
back and feared to face him, crying, shall cope with Jinns 

and Ghuls?" But Jaland raised his voice saying, “Let an hundred 
horse charge him and bring him to me, bound or s l a i n . So an hun* 
dred horse set upon Sa'at^ with swords and spears, and he met 
them with a heart firmer than flint, pr^l nfmin g the unity of the 
Requiting King, whom no one thing diverteth from ether thing. 
Then he cried aloud, “AHaho Akbai-I" and, smiting them with 
his sword, made their heads lly and in one onset he ^ew of them 
four'and'seventy whereupon the rest took to flight. 5o Jaland 
shouted aloud to ten of his captains, each conmiaoding a thou' 
sand men, and said to them, ‘'Shoot his horse with arrows rill 
it fall under him, and then lay bands on him.” Therewith ten 
thousand horse drove at Sa’adan who met them with a stout 
heart; and Jamrkan, seeing this, bore down upon the Miscreants 
with his Moslems, crying out, “God b Most Great! Before 
they could reach the Ghul, the enemy had slain his steed and 
taken him prisoner; but they ceased not to charge the Infidels, 
till the day grew dark for dust and eyes were blinded, and the 
sharp sword danged while firm stood the valiant cavalier and 
destruction overtook the faintheart in his fear; till the Modems 
were amongst the Paynims like a white patch on a black bulL 

-^And Shahiazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 

her permitted say, 

IHticTS it tuas tfjf fibbf lEjunbrcb anti iForfif^etlJCJiUj 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that battle 
raged between the Moslems and the Paynims till the True 
Believers were like a white patch on a blac^ bull. Nor did they 
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Stint from the melky dll the darkness fell down, whsi diey drew 
apart, after there bad l>een slain of the Infidels men without compt. 
Tlien Jamrkan and his men returned U) their tents; but they 
were in great grief for Sa'adan, so that neither meat nor sleep 
was sweet to them, and they counted their host and found that 
less than a thousand had bem slain. But Jamr’ an said, "O folk, 
tomorrow I will go forth into the bartle^lain an-J place where cut 
and thrust obtain, and slay their champions and make pihu: of 
thdr families after taking them captives and I will ransom Sa'adan 
therewith, by the leave of the Requiting ICing, whom no one 
thing diverted! from other thing!" Wberelore their hearts were 
heartened and they joyed as they sq^arated to their tents. Mean" 
while Jaland entered liis pa^^]ion and sitting down on his sofa of 
estate, with his folk about him, called for Sa’adan and forthright 
on his coming, said to him, "O dog run wood and least of the 
Arab brood and carrier of firewood, ■who was it slew my son 
Kurajan, the brave of the age, shyer of heroes and caster down 
of warriors?” Quoth the Ghul, "Jamrkan slew him, captain of 
the armies of King Ghnrib, 'Prince of cavaliers, and I roasted and 
ace him, for 1 was anhungered.” When Jaland heard these words, 
his eyes sank into his head for rage and he bade his swordbearer 
smite Sa’adan’fi neck. So he came forward in that intent, where' 
upon Sa'adan stretched himsdf mightily and bursting his bond^ 
snatchej the sword from the headsman and hewed off his head. 
TTien he at Jaland who threw himself down from the throne 
and fled; -whilst ^'adan fell on the bystanders and killed twenty 
of the King’s chief officers, and all the rest took to flight. 
Therewith loud rose the cr>hng in the camp of the Infidds and the 
Ghul sallied forth of the pavilion and falling upon the troops 
smote them with the sword, right and left, dU they opened and 
left a lane for him to pass; nor did he cease to press forward, 
cutting at them on either side, till he won free of (he Miscreants' 
tents and made for the Moslem camp. Now these had heard the 
uproar among thdr enemies and said, "Haply some calamity hath 
befallen them.” But whilst they were in perplexity, behold, 
Sa’adan stood amongst them and they rejoiced at his comir^ with 
exceeding joy; more especially Jamrkan, who saluted him with 
the salam as did other True Believers and gave him joy of his 
escape. Such was the case vj-ith the Moslems; but as regards the 
Miscreants, when, after the Ghul’s departure, diey and their King 
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tetumed to their tents, Jahnd said to them, folk, by the 
vimic of the Sun’s light-guing r^y and by the darkness of the 
Night and the Light of the Day and the Scars chat stiay^ 1 
thought not this day to have escaped death in mdlay; for, had I 
fallen into yonder fellow's hands, he had eaten me, as I were a 
kemd of wheat or a barley-corn or any other grain.” They re- 
plied, *'0 King, never saw we any do the like of this Ghul.” 
And he said, “O folk, to-morrow do ye all don arms and mount 
steed and trample them under your horses' hooves.” Meanwhile 
the Mc^lcins had ended their rejoicings at Sa'adan's return and 
Jamrkan said to them, "To-morrow, 1 will show you ray derring- 
do and what behoveth the like of me, for by the virtue of Abraham 
the Friend, I will slay them with the foulest of slaughters and 
smite them with the bite of the sword, till all who have under¬ 
standing confounded at them shall stand. But I mean to attack 
both right and left wings; so, when ye see me drive at the King 
under the standards, do ye charge behind me with a resolute 
charge, and Allah's it is to decree what thing shall be!” Accord¬ 
ingly the two sides lay upon their arms till the day broke through 
night and the sun appeared to sight. Then they mounted swiftlier 
than the twinkling of the eyelid; the raven of the wo!d croaked 
and the two hosts, looking each at other with the eye of fascina¬ 
tion, formed in line-array and prepared for fight and fray. The 
first to open the chapter of vvar was Jamrkan who wheeled and 
careered and ofTcred fight in field; and Jaiand and his men were 
about to charge when, behold, a cloud of dust unrolled rill it 
wrallcd the wold and overlaid the day. Then the four winds 
smote it and away it floated, tom to rags, and there appeared be¬ 
neath it cavaliers, with helms black and garb white and many a 
princely knight and lances that bite and swrords that smite and 
footmen who lion-like knew no affright. Seeing rhiV , both armies 
left fighting and sent out scouts to reconnoitre and report who 
thus had come in main and might. So they went and within the 
dust-cloud disappeared from sight, and returned after awhile with 
the news aright that the approaching host was one of Modems, 
under the command of King Gharib. When the True ^hevers 
heard from the scouts of the coming of their King, they rejoiced 
and driving out to meet him, dismounted and H^d the earth 

between his hands-^And Shahraaad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 
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She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the Modems saw the presence of their King Gharib, they joyed 
with exceeding joy; and, kissing the earth between his hands, 
saluted him and gat around him whilst he welcomed them and 
rejoiced in their safety. Then they escorted him to their camp 
and pitched pavdions for him and set up standards; and Gharib 
sat doivn on his couch of estate, with his Grandees about him; 
and they related to him all that had befallen, especially to 
Sa'adan. Meanwhile the Kafirs sought for Ajib and Ending him 
not among them nor in their tents, told Jaland of his flight, 
whereat his Doomsday rose and he bit his fingers, saying, "by 
the Sun's lightgiving round, he is a perfidious hound and hath 
fled with his ras^ rout to desert-ground. But naught save force 
of hard fighting will ser\'e us to repel these fo^; so fortify your 
resolves and hearten your hearts and beware of the Moslems." 
And Gharib also said to the True Believers, "Strengthen your 
courage and fortify your hearts and seek aid of your Lord, bc' 
seeching him to vouchsafe you the wetory os’er your enemies,” 
They replied, "O King, soon thou shalt see what we will do in 
battle-plain where men cut and thrust amain " So the two hosts 
slept ^ the day arose ivith Its sheen and shone and the rising 
sun rained l^ht upon hill and down, when Gharib prayed the 
two-bow prayer, after the rite of Abraham the Friend (on whom 
be the Peace!) and wtoce a letter, which he despatched by his 
brother Sahim to the King of the Kafirs. When Sahxm reached 
the enemies' camp, the guards asked him what he wanted, and 
he answered them, "I want your ruler."’ Quoth they, "Wait 
tiU we consult him anent thee;" and he waited, whikc they went 
in to their Sovran and told him of the coming of a mcssengier, 
and he cried, "Hither with him to me!" So they brought S ahim 
before Jaland, who said to him, "Who hath sent thee?" Quoth 
he, "King Gharib sends me, whom AUoh hath made ruler over 
Arab and Ajam; receive his letter and return its reply.” Jaland 
took the writ and opening it, read as follows, "In the name of 
Allah, the Compassionadng, the Compassionate * the One, the 


^ Arab. "Hikiiii'' - Ut. one whu o^crfii otitn corL^burufed b3f‘ tke unKirntiEc with 
4 doctELT^ m philosoptt?. Hic latter r&appcATs in the t vh i kh ^ T n applied In modern 

dajri Cia like jcivuh scribe wbjQuiUAdu pUkHr ol the R4bbf. 
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All-knowing, the supremely Great * the Immemorial, the Lord 
of Noah and Salih and Hud and Abraham and of ail things He 
made! * The Peace be on him who foUoweth in the way of 
righteousness and who feareth the issues of frowardncss * who 
obeyeth the Almighty King and followeth die Faith saving and 
prefeneth the n m world to any present thing I * But afterw^ds: 
O jaland, none is worthy of worship save Allah alone, the 
Victorious, the One, Creator of night and day and the sphere 
revolving dway * >^o sendeth the holy Presets and garreth 
the streams to flow and the trees to grow, who vaulted the heavens 
and spread out the earth like a carpet !k1ow * Who feedeth the 
birds in their nests and the wild beasts in the deserts * for He is 
Allah the All-powerful, the Forgiving, the Long-sufering, the 
Protector, whom eye cotnprehendeth on no w'ise and who maheth 
night on day arise * He who sent down the Apostles and rhdr 
Holy Writ, Know, O Jaland, that there is no faith but the Faith 
of Abraham the Friend; so cleave to the Creed of Salvation and 
be saved from the biting glaive and the Fire which follow^ the 
grave * But, an thou refuse Al'Islam, Icxik for ruin to Haste and 
thy reign to be waste and thy traces untraced ♦ And, lastly, send 
me the dog Ajib hight that I may take from him my father's and 
mother’s blood'wit." When Island had read this letter, he said 
to Sahim, “Tell thy lord that Afib hath fled, he and his folk, and 
I know not whither he is gone; but, as for Jaland, he will not 
forswear bis faith, and to-morrow, there shall be battle between us 
and the Sun -shall give us the victory." So Sahim returned to 
his brother with this reply, and when the morning morrowed, the 
Moslems donned their arms and armour and bestrode their stout 
steeds, calling aloud on the name of the All-conquering King, 
Creator of bodies and souls, and magnifying Him with "Ailaho 
Akbar," Then the ketde-drums of battle beat until earth trembled, 
and sought the field all die lordly warriors and doughty cham- 

E ions: The first to open the gate of batdc was Jamrkan, who drave 
is charger into mid-plain and played with sword and javelin, till 
the understanding was amased; after which he cried out, saying, 
“Ho! who is for tilting? Hoi who is for fighting? Let no 
sluggard come out to me to-day nor weakling! 1 am the sbyer 
of Kurajan bin Jaland: who will corac forth to avenge him?" 
When Jaland heard die name of his son, he cried out to his men, 
“O whore-sons, bring me yonder horseman w'ho dew my son, that 
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1 may cac his flesh and drink his blood/' So an hundred fitting 
men charged aC Jamrkan. but he dew tlie moet part of them and 
put chdr chief to flighty which feat when Jaland saw^ he cried out 
to his folk, “At him all at once and assault him with one assault." 
Accordingly they waved the awe-striking banners and host was 
heaped on host; Charib rushed on with ms mm and Jamrkan did 
the same and the tw'o sides met like two seas cogcdier cladiing. 
The Y'amani sword and spear wrought havxjc and breasts and 
bellies Avtre rent, wliilst both annies saw the Angel of Death face 
to face and the dust of die battle rose to the skirts of the sky. 
Earsw'ent deaf and tongues w'cnt dumb and doom from every side 
came on whilst valiant stood fast and faint'heart fled; and they 
ceased not from fight and fray till ended the day, when the drums 
beat the retreat and the two hosts drew apart and returned, each 

to its tents.-And Shabraaad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her'permitted say. 

Giljen It Itms ttje ^iinbrcli artb jFortj»-nintfl 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, chat when King 
Gharib ended die battle and the two hosts drew apart and each had 
returned to his own tents, he sat down on the throne of his realm 
and the place of his reign, whilst his chief officers ranged them' 
selves about him, and he said, “I am sore concerned for the flight 
of the cur Ajib and I know not whither he hsis gone. Except I 
overtake him and take my wreak of him, I shall die of despite/' 
Whereupon S-'^bim came forward and kissing the earth before him, 
said, "O King, 1 will go to the army of the Kafirs and find out 
what is come of the perfidious dog Ajib/' Quoth Gharib, “Go, 
and bam the truth anent the hog/’ So Saliim disguised himself 
in the habit of die Infidels and became as he were of them; then, 
making for die enemy’s camp, he found them all asteqi, drunken 
with war and battle, and none were on wake save only the guards. 
He passed on and presendy came to the King's pavilion where he 
found King Jaland askep unattended; so he crept up and made 
him smell and sniff up levigated Bhang and he became as one 
dead. Then Sahira went out and took a male mule, and \vnipping 
the King in the coverlet of his bed, laid him on its back; after 
which he threw a mac over him and Ted the beast to the Moslem 
camp. Now when he came to Gharib's pavUion and would have 
entered, the guards knew him not and prevented him, saying. 
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“Who art thou?” He laughed and ufico^’cred his (ace, and they 
knew him and admitted him. When Gharib saw Kim he aaid, 
“What bearest thou there, O Sahim?”; and he replied, “O King, 
this is Jiiand bin Karkar.” Then he uncovered hiiii, and Gharib 
knew him and said, “Arouse him, O Sihfm," So he made him 
amgll vin^ar' and tnuikincense; and he cast the Bhang from his 
nostrils ani opening his eyes, found himself among the Moslems; 
whereupon quoth he, “What is this foul dream?” and dosing his 
eyelids again, would have slept; but Sahim dealt him a kick, 
saying, “Open thine eyes, O accursed!” So he opened them and 
asked, “Where am 1?“; and Sahim answered, “Thou art in the 
presence of King Gharib bin Kundamir, King of Irak,” When 
Jaland beard this, he said, “O King, 1 am under thy protection! 
Know that 1 am not at fault, but that who led us forth to fight thee 
was thy brother, and the same cast enmity between us and then 
fled.” Quoth Gharib, “Knowest thou whither’ he is gone?”; and 
quoth Jaland, *‘No, by the light'gfvicg sun, 1 know not W'hither.*' 
Then Gharib bade lay him in bonds and sec guards over him, whilst 
each captain returned to Ids own tent, and Jamrkan white wending 
said to his men, “O sons of my uncle, I purpose this night to do a 
deed wherewith I may whiten toy face with King Gharib." Quoth 
they, “Do as thou wik, we hearken to thy commandment and obey 
it ” Quoth he, “Arm yourselves and, nvufiling your steps while I go 
with you, let us fare softly and disperse about the Infidels' camp, 
so that the very ants shall not be ware of you; and, when you hear 
me cry 'AUaho Akbar,* do ye the like and ay out, saying, *God Is 
Most Great!" and hold back and make for (be city gate; and we 
seek aid from the Most High." So the folk armed themselves 
cap'i'pie and waited till the noon of night, when they dispersed 
about the enemy’s camp and tarried awhile w’hen, lo and behold! 
Jamrkan smote shield with sword and shouted, “AMaho Akbar!” 
Thereupon they all cried out the like, till rang again valley and 
mountain, hills, sands and ruins. The Miscronts awoke in dismay 
and fell one upon other, and the sword went round amongst them; 
the Moslems drew back and made for the city ptes, where they 

^ At h«i boep fttm, ndili fTO* iKtn and ttill RdfiiiJiiiCrrcd » nunter-tnebri 

while hot ipipd end utesti pTaitlj incTWC the effect of BluLngk ophini^ befibmct datufi, 
Bfc. The PcrwnJii hive e tfioiE iiflp£ca*tnt form of frcetiriB omb when desd-dmak with 
wine or 9;n|Ttii Th^ hanfl them up by the heels, li we med to da with tbcdttrwoodj lod 
ituiF their maaihs with honun erdure which ti luta ca ptodnee 
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slew the warders wd cnrering, made themselves masters of the 
with all that was therein of treasure and women. Thus it 
befe! widi Jamrkatii but as regards King Gharib, hearing the 
noise and damour of “God is Most Great,'* he mounted with his 
troops to the last man and sent on in advance Sahim who, when 
he came near the field of fight, saw that Jamrltan bad fallen upon 
the Kafirs with the Banu Amir by night and made them drink the 
cup of death. So he returned and told all to his brotlier, who 
called down blessings on Jamrkan. And the Infidels ceased not 
to smite one another with the biting sword and expending chmr 
strength till theday rose and lighted up the land, when Gharib cried 
out to his men, “Charge, O yc noble, and do a deed to please the 
AU'knowing Kng!" So the True Behevers fell upon the idolatecs 
and plied upon e\'Cry false hypocritical breast the keen sword and 
the ijuivering spear. They sou^t to take refuge in the city; but 
Jamrkan came forth upon them with bis kinsmen, who hemmed 
them in between two mountain'ranges, and slew an innumerable 

host of them, and the rest fled into the wastes and wolds.- 

And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say, 

CUrjtii tt biti0 the i&tx ihtmhreh anh :^i(tiett] 

She continued. It bath reached me, O auspiciou.'t King, that when 
the Moslem host charged upon the Miscreants they hewed them 
in pieces with the biting scymitar and the rest fled to the wastes 
and wolds; nor did the Moslems cease pursuing them with the 
sword, till the>' had scattered them abroad in the plains and stony 
places. Then they returned to Oman city, and King Gharib 
entered the palace of the King and, sitting down on the throne of 
his kingsliip, with his Grandees and Officers ranged right and left, 
sent for Jalaiid. They brought him in haste and Gharib cx' 
pounded to him AlTslam; but he rejected it; wherefore Gharib 
bade crucify him on the gate of the ciCVi they shot at him with 
shafts till he was lihg unto a porcupine, Tlien Gharib honourably 
robed Jamrkan and said to him, '‘Tliou sbalt be lord of this city 
ajid ruler thereof with power to loose and to bind thcreui, for it 
was thou didst open it with tlijr sword and thy folk. And 
Jamrkan kissed the King's feet, thanked him and wished him 
abiding victory and glory and every blessing, Morever Ghanb 
voi„ vii. 
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opened Jaland's creasuriea and saw what was thedh of coin, 
whereof he gave largesse to his captains and standard-bcareia and 
£ghting'men^ yea, e\’cn to die girk and children; and thus he 
lavished his gifts ten days long. After this, one night he dreamt 
a terrible dream and awoke, troubled and trembling. So he 
aroused his brother Sahim and said to him, “I saw in my vision 
yha t we w'ere in a wide valley, when diere pounced down on us 
two ravening birds of prey, neri'er in my tile saw I greater t han 
theyi their legs were like lances, and as they swooped we were in 
sore fear of them.** Replied Sahim, *''0 King, this be some great 
enemy; so stand on thy guard against him.'* Gharib slept not 
the rest of the night and, when the day broke, he called tor his 
courser and mounted. Quoth Sahim, ‘■‘Whither goest thou, my 
brother?" and quoth Gba^, **1 awoke heavy at heart; so 1 mean 
to ride abroad ten days and broaden my breast,’ Said Sahim, 
•■Take with thee a thousand braves;** but Gharib replied, *'l w'ill 
not go forth but with dice and only thee." So the two brothers 
mounted and, seeking the dales and Icasows, fared on from Wady 
to W*ady and from meadow to meadow, till they came to a valky 
abounding in streams and swcet-smelling fiowcis and trees laden 
with all manner eatable fruits, two of each kind. Birds 'warbled 
on the branches thdr various strains; the mocking bird trilied out 
her sweet notes fain and the turtle filled with her voice the plain. 
There sang the nightingale, whose chant arouses the sleeper, and 
the merle with his note like the voice of man and the cushat 
and the ring-dove, whibt the parrot with its eloquent tongue 
answered the twain. The -valley pleased them and they ate of its 
fruits and drank of its waters, after wluch they sat under the 
shadow of its trees till drowsiness overcame them and they dept, 
—glory be to Him who sletpcth not? As they lay asleep, lol two 
fierce Marids .Twooped down on them and, taking each one on his 
shoulders, towered with them high in air, till they were above 
the clouds. So Gharib and Sahim awoke and found themselves 
betwhit heaven and earth; whereupon they looked at those who 
bore them and saw that they were two Marids, the head of the one 
being as that of a dog and the head of die otlier as that of an ape‘ 
with hair like horses’ tails and claws like lions* daws, and both 
were big as great palm-trees. When they espied this aise, they 


* CampETE the deii=ript3on of the dephnnt-faced VetiU {K4thi S S. Fihic. vL 339)^ 
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cxclaimcdt ‘There is no Majesty and there is no Mi^t save in 
Allah, the Glorious, the Great!" Now the cause of tt^ was that 
a certain King of the Kings of the Jinn, hight Mura'ash, had a 
son called who loved a da m s el of the Jum, named Najmahi’ 
and the twain used to foregather in that Wady under the sem- 
blance of two birds. Gharib and Sahim saw them thus and 
deeming them birds, shot at them with shafts but wounding only 
Sa'ik whose blood flcfwed. Najmah mourned over liim; then, 
fearing lest the like calamity befal heisdi, snatched up her lover 
and Bew wi^ him to his father’s palace, where she cast him do^ 
at tile gate. Tlie warders bore him in and laid him before his sire 
who, seeing the pile sticking in his rib exclaimed, "Alas, my son! 
Who hath done with thee this thing, that I may lay waste his 
abiding'place and iuirry on his destruction, though he were the 
greatest of the Kings of the Jann?" Thereupon Sa'ik open^ his 
eyes and said, my father, none slew me save a mortal in the 
Valley of Springs." Hardly had he made an end of these words, 
when his soul departed; whereupon his fatlier buffeted his face, 
till the blood streamed from his moutli, and cried out to two 
Marids, saying, "Hie ye to the Valley of Springs and bring me all 
who arc therein." So they betook themsdves to the Wady in 
question, where they found Gharib and Sahim adeep, and, snatch' 
iog them up, carried them to King Mura ash." And Shahraaad 
perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


iGfjtn it toafi the ^tx mib Jfiftp'first JJijjht. 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
two Marids, after snatching up Gharib and Sahim in their sleep, 
carried them to Mura'ash, king of the Jann, whom they saw 
seated on the throne of bis kinship, as he were a huge mountain 
with four heads on his body.* the first that of a lion, the second 
that of an elephant, the third that of a panther, and the fourth that 
of a lynx. The Marids set them down before Mura'ash and said 


> The rmmE Sillt =flis StrftcJ- lishtiiinal i the belovedetw. 
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to him, “O King, these twin be they we found in the Valley of 
Springs.Thereupon lie looked at diem with wrathful cyra and 
anarked and snorted and shot sparks from his nOiStrih!, so that 
all who stood by feared him. Then said he, “'O dogs of mankind, 
ye ha\« skin my son and lighted fire tn. my liver." Quoth Gharib, 
"Who is thy son, and who hadi seen him?" Quoth hiura'adi, 
‘‘Were ye not in the Valky of Springs and did ye not see my son 
there, in the guise of a bird, and did ye not shoot at him with 
wooden bolts that he died?" Replied Gharib, * *'I know net who 
slew him; and, by the virtue of the Great God, the One, the 
Immemorial who knoweth things all, and of Abraham the Friend, 
we saw no bird, neather slew wc bird or beast!" Mow when 
Mura'ash heard Gharib wear by Allah and His greatness and by 
Abraham the Friend, he knew him for a Moslem (he himself 
being a worshipper of Fire, not of the All-powerful Sire), so he 
cried out to his folk, "Bring me my Goddess.*" Accordingly they 
brought a brazier of gold and, setting it before him, kindled therein 
fire and cast on drugs, whereupon there arose therefrom green and 
blue and yellow flames and King and all who were present 
prostrated themselves before the brazier, whilst Gharib and Sahim 
ceased not to attest the Unity of Allah Almighty, to cry out "God 
is Most Great" and to bear witness to His Omnipotence. Pres- 
endy, Mura'ash raised his head and, seeing the two Princes 
standing in lieu of falling down to worship, said to them, "O dogs, 
why do ye not prostrate yourselves?" Replied Gharib, "Out on 
you, O ye accursed! Prostration befitteth not man save to the 
Worshipful King, 'who bringeth forth all creatures into beingness 
from nothingness and maketh water to well from the barren rock* 
well. Him who inclineth heart of sire unto new-born scion and who 
may not be described as sitting or standing; the God of Noah and 
Salih and Hud and Abraham the Friend, Who created Heaven 
and Hell and trees and fruit as well,* for He is Allah, the One, the 
AU-powerfut" When Mura'ssh heard this, his eyes sank into hia 
head* and he cried out to his guards, saying, "Pinion me these 
two dogs and sacrifice them to my Goddess." So they bound 
them and were about to cast them into the fire when, behold. 


^ Anb. wj- ihe Land, Ere (db) bdjig Iminlnc, 
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one of the crenelles of the palace^arapet IdJ down upon the 
bnzier and brake it and put out tJie nrc. which became ashes 
Hying m air. Then quoih Gharib» *'God is Most Great! He 
givedi aid and victory and He forsaketh those who deny Him, 
worshipping Fire and not the Almighty King!" Presently quoth 
Mura’a^, "Thou art a sorcerer and hast bewitched my Goddess, 
so that this thing hath befallen her," Gharib replied, “O madman, 
an the hre had soul or sense it would have warded ofT from self all 
that huneth it.*' When Mura'osh heard these words, be roared 
and bellowed and reviled the Fire, saying, “5y my faith, I will 
not kill you save by the firel" Then he bade cast them into gaol; 
and, calling an hun died Maiids, made them bring much fuel and set 
£re thereto. So they brought great plenty of wood and made a 
huge blatc, which Hamed up mightily till the morning, when 
Mura'ash mounted an elephant, b^ing on its back a throne of 
gold dubbed W’ith jewels, and die tribes of the Jinn gathered about 
him in their various kinds. Piiesendy they brought in Gharib and 
Sahim who, seeing the flaming of the fire, sought help of the One, 
the All'conquering Creator of night and day, Him of AH might, 
whom no sight comprehendeth, but who comprehendcdi all sights, 
for He is the Subtle, the All knowing. And they ceased not 
humbly beseeching Him till, behold, a cloud arose from West to 
East and, pouring down lowers of rain, hke the swollen sea, 
quenched the fire. When the King saw this, he was affrighted, he 
and bis troops, and entered the p^ce, where he turned to the 
Waiirs and Grandees and said to them, “How say ye of these two 
men?” They replied, “O King, had they not been in the ri^t, 
this thing had not befallen the fire; wherefore we say that ^ey 
be true men which speak sooth.” Rejoined Mura’ash, “Verily 
the Truth hath been displayed to me, ay, and the manifest way, 
and 1 am certified that worship of the fire is false; for, were 
it goddess, it had warded off from itself the rain which quenched 
it and the stone w'hich broke its bnmier and heat it into ashes. 
Wherefore I believe in Him Who created tire fire and the light 
and the shade and the heat. And yt, what say yc?” They 
answered, "O King, wc also hear and foUow and obey.” So the 
King called for Gharib and embraced him and kissed him between 
the eyes and then summoned Sahim; whereupon the bystanders 
all crowdtsd to kiss their binds and heads. — And Shahratad 
perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her penuittpsd say. 
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She pursued, 1; hath reached me, O auspicious King, when 
Mura'ash and his men found salvation in the Saving Faith, 
Al'Islauu he called for Gharib and Sahim and kissed them between 
the eyes and so did all the Grandees who crowded to buss their 
h^ds and heads. Then Mura^ash aat down on the throne of his 
kingship and, seating Gharib on bis right and Sahim on his left 
hand, said to them, “O mortals, what shall we aay, that wc 
may become Moslems? " Replied Gharib, *'5ay, "There is no 
god but rJie God, and Abraham is the Friend of God!"" So the 
King and his folk professed Al'lslam with heart and tongue, and 
Gharib abode with diem awhile, teaching them the ritual of prayer. 
But presently he called to mind his people and sighed, whereupon 
quoth Mura'ash, "'Verily, trouble is gone and joy and gladness are 
come.'' Quoth Ghardi. "O King, 1 have many foes and 1 fear for 
my folk from them,'* Then he related to him his history with his 
brother Ajib from first to last, and the King of the Jinns said, O 
King of mm, I will send one w'ho shall bring thee news of thy 
people, for 1 will not let thee go till 1 have had my fill of thy 
face.” Then he called two doughty Marids, by name Kaytajan 
and Kurajan, and after they had done him homage, he bade them 
repair to Al'Yaman and bring him news of Gharib’s army. They 
replied, "To hear is to obey," and departed. Thus far concerning 
the brothers; but as regards the Moslems, they aro^ in the mom- 
ing and led by their captains rode to King Gharib's palace, to do 
their service to him; but the eunuchs told them that the King had 
mounted with his brother and bad ridden forth at peep o' day. 
So they made for the valleys and mountains and followed the 
track of the Princes, till they came to the Valley of Springs, where 
they found their arms cast down and their two gallant steeds 
gracing and said, "The King is missing from this plaa, by the 
gbry of Abraham the Friend!” Then they mounted and sought 
in the valley and the mountains three days, but found no trace of 
them; whereupon they began the mourning ceremonies and, send' 
ing for emriers, said to them, “Do ye disperse yourselves about 
the cities and sconces and castlesi and seek ye news of our King.” 
“Harkening and obedience!” cried the couriers, who dispersed 
hither and thither each over one of the Seven Climes and sought 
everywhere for Gharib, but found no trace of Itiin. Now when the 
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tidings came to Afib by his spies that his brother vfss lost and 
there was no news of the oiisaing, he rejoiced and going in to 
King Ya’arub bin Kahtan, sought of him aid which he granted 
and gave him two hundred thousand Amalehitcs, wherewith he 
set out for Al'Yaman and sat down before the dry of Oman. 
Jamrkan and Sa'adan sallied forth and offered him battle, and 
there were slain of the Mcslems much folk, so the True Belie^ners 
retired into the dty and shut the gates aj:d manned the walls. 
At this moment came up the two Madds Kaykjan and Kurajan 
and, seeing the Moslem beleaguered waited till nightfall, when 
they lei! upon the miscreants and plied them w^ith sharp swords 
of the swords of the Jinn, eacli twdve cubits long, if a mn smote 
therewith a rock, verily he would deave it in sunder. They 
chared the Idolater, touting, “Aliaho Akbar! God is Most 
Great! He piveth aid and victory and forsaketh those who deny 
the Faith of Ab raham the FriendT* and whilst they raged amongst 
the foes, fire issued from their mouths and nostrils, and they made 
great slaughter annmgst them. Thereupon the Infidels ran out 
of dieir cents offering battle but, seeing these strange things, were 
confounded and their hair stood on end and their reason fled. So 
they snatched up d^eir anns and fell one upon other, whilst the 
Marids shore off thdr heads, as a reaper eareth grain, crying, 
“God is K'lost Grcatl We are the lads of King Gharib, the 
friend of Mura'ash, King of the Jinn!" The swoitl ceased not 
to go round amongst them till the night was half spent, when the 
Mbbelicvers, imagining that the mountains were all I frits, loaded 
their tents and treasure and baggage upon camds and made offi 

and the first to fly was A jib.-And Sbahrazad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her pennitted say. 

iQbrn it botui tfie ^ut anb :^(ftF'tf}trb iJfgfii, 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
Misbelievers made off and the first to fly was Ajib. Thereupon 
the Moslems gathered together, mart'eUing at this that had 
bedded the Infidels and fearing the tribesmen of the Jinn, But 
the Klarids cffi^ed not from pursuit, dll they had driven them far 
away into the hills and wolds; and but fifty thousand Rebels' of 
two hundred thousand (leaped with their lives and made for their 


^ Arab. ^^U^^ciicLa*'=*Kl>^U (iftjdiiM Alkh. ind hw cuites). 
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own land, wounded and sore discomforted. Then the two Jiims 
returned and iaid to them, "O host of the Moslems, your hjrd 
King GKarib and his broker Sahim salute you; they are the 
guests of Mura'ash, King of the Jann, and wtII be with you anon," 
When Gharjb’s men heard that he was safe and well, they joyed 
with exceeding joy and said to the Marids, “Allah gladden 
you twain with good news, O noble spirits!“ So Kurajan and 
Kaylajan returned to Mura'ash and Gharib; and acquainted them 
■with that which had happened, whereat Gharib finding the two 
sitting together felt heart at ease and said, “Allah abundantly 
requite you!*' Then quoth King Mura'ash, “O my brother, I am 
minded to show thee our country and the city of Japhet' son of 
Koah (on whom be peace!)’' Quoth Gharib, “O King, do what 
seemeth good to thee." So he called for three noble steeds and 
mounting, he and Gharib and Sahim, set out with a thousand 
Marids, as they were a piece of a mountain cloven lengdywise. 
They fared on, solaciog themselves with the sight of valleys and 
mountains, till they came to Jabarsa,® the city of Japhet son of 
Noah (on whom be peace!) ■where the townsfolk all, great and 
small, came forth to meet S^g Mura’ash and brought them into 
the city in great state. Then Mura’a^ went up to the palace of 
Japhet son of Noah and sat down on the throne of his king^p, 
■which was of alabaster, ten stages high and latticed wdth w'ands of 
gold wherefrom hung all manner coloured silks. The people of 
die city stood before him and he said to them, “O seed of Yafis 
bin Nuh, what did your fathers and grandfathers worship?" They 
replied, “We found them worshipping Fire and followed their 
example, as thou well knowest." “O folk," rejoined Mura^ash, 
“we have been shewn that the fire is but one of the creatures of 
Almighty Allah, Creator of all things; and ■when W’e knew this, 
we submitted ourselves to God, the One, the AU-pcwerful, Maker 


^ Arib. Yl6i or Yifit, Fie' hkil eJevea aciu jnd wu al-Tsrk fkKAtDc thif 

cftKcnticred khcTuToormnait ^oihers did thi Stiivca (StdeliiibX 0*3^ 

And thi^ .Mu^wisct Ru»iATt*. A^dcxirdini ta thir rherc wai m r:rpid 

falling 3R ai^c Arndli(£st thii fziirthlyL Noah's ^nve nl Ksmk. (rhe Rttia) w. fuburb of 
ZaUahj ‘m l-s UrocqjiaiireA ''Vilify of Noah, where lit Arit wia built," is W it. TO id. 
Ing Uy & (%*$ in.bftidtL {N.B —[ck«l:q?<irih£:Dld OifUjcilucf ^huib Mf. tVwtcti thclEiKtttaed 
fliuhor of the ^Giaiii Cldia of Buiihan^'^ ^uotei m a ^mdidEifu] mcmarijit of rrimcml 
—tniilKis oifiiiiti pKKunnrr utnl I). Hum 9 ft. 6 to. between 
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*Sec ddiv.^ vuL vij. p. 
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of night and day and the sphere revolr’ing alway. Whom compre' 
hend^ no sight, but Who comprehendeth all fights, for He is 
the Subtle, the AU-wisc. So seek ye Salvatian and ye shall be 
saved from the wrath of the Almighty One and from the fiery 
doom in the world to come/' And they embraced Al-ls!am with 
heart and tongue. Then Mum^ash took Ghatib by the hand and 
^Dwed him the palace and its ordinance and all the marvels it 
contained, till they came to the armoury, wherein were the arms 
of Japhet son of Noah, Here Ghanb saw a sword banging to a 
pin of gold and adted, “O King, whose is that?"* Mura*ash 
answered, ‘"Tis the sword of Yafis bin Ntih, wherewith he was 
wont to do battle against men and Jinn. The sage Jard^ forged 
it and graved on its back names of might.* It is named Al-lvlahik 
—the Annihilator—for that it nc^'er descended! upon a man, but 
it annihila teth him , nor upon a Jinni, but it crusheth him; and if 
one smote therewith a mountain Would overthrow it." When 
Gharib heard tell of the virtues of the sword, he said, "1 desire to 
look on this blade;" and lvfiira’’ash said, '*1)0 as thou wilt,'* So 
Gharib put out his hand, and, hending the sword, drew it from its 
sheath; whereupon it flashed and Death crept on its edge and 
glittered; and it was twelve spans long and three broad. Now 
Gharib wished to become owner of it, and King Mura'ash said, 
**An thou canst smite with it, take it." “'Tis weil,^* Gharib replied, 
and took it up, and it was in his hand as a staff; wherefore all 
who were present, men and Jinn, mar\=elled and said, “Well done;, 
O Prince of Knights!" Then said Mura'ash "Lay thy hand on 
this hoard for which the Kings of the earth sigh in vain, and 
mount, that 1 may show thee the city." Then diey took horse 
and rode forth the palace, with men and Jinns attending them on 

foot,-'And Shabrazad perceived tire dawn of day and ceased 

to say her permitted say. 

Stfien it bjast tfrt J&ix onh JTtftp'fottrtfr 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that W'hen 
Gharib and King Mura'ash rode forth the palace of Japhet, with 
men and Jinns attending them on foot, they passed through the 

* AcDOftiii^ M Tiuxispi^n legcTitl» {mdflailjr posc-MbheunmAiAn^ Ncah gAvic h» won 
Jxpbct H swttt iii4C]nbcd trith f-Nc Gredteic N4mc« And Is had the rinue of vm tat 

dfiiHntf off rain. Tht Inog prexrvcd the mdldwt Jind Iwc^c ptibxbEir the 
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streets and dioroughfares of the town, by palaces and deserted 
mansions and gilded doorways, till they issued from the gates 
and entered gardens JuH of trees fruit'bcaring and waters welling 
and birds speaking and celebrating the praises of Him to whom 
belong Majesty and Eternity; nor did they cease to solace diem- 
selves in the land till nightfall, when they returned to the palace 
of Japhet son of Noah and they brought them the table of food. 
$0 they ate and Gharib turned to the King of the Jann and said 
to him, "O King, I would fain return to my folk and my force; 
for 1 know not their plight after me.” RepUed Mura'ash, "By 
Allah, O my brother, T will not part with thee for a full month, 
till I have had my fill of thy sight ” Now Gharib could not say 
nay, so he abode with him in tlw city of Japhet. eating and 
drinking and making merry, till the mon^ ended, when Mura'ash 
gave him great store of gems and precious ores, emeralds and 
balass'rubies, diamonds and other jewels, ingpts of gold and silver 
and likewise ambergis and musk and brocaded sil^ and else of 
rarities and things of price. Moreover he clad him and Sahim in 
silken robes of honour gold'inwoven and set on Gharib's head a 
crown jewdled w-ith pearls and diamonds of inestimable value. 
All these treasures he made up into even loads for him and, 
calling fiN'e hundred Marids, said to them, “Get ye ready to 
travel on the morrow, that we may bring King Gharib and Sahim 
back to their own country.” And they answered, ”\Ve hear and 
we obey.” So they passed the night in the city, purposing to 
depart on the monxjw, but, next morning, as they were about to 
set forth behold, they espied a great host ad\^cing upon the 
city, with hors^ neighing and kettle'driuos beating and trumpets 
braying and riders tiling the earth for they numbered threescore 
and ten thousand Marids, flying and diving, under a King called 
Barkan. Now this Barkan was lord of the City of Camelian and 
the Castle of Gold and under his rule v^Tire five hill-strongholds, in 
each hve hundred thousand Marids; and he and his tribe 
worshipped the Fire, not the Omnipotent Sire. He was a cousin 
of Mura*ash, the son of his father’s brother, and the cause of his 
coming was that there had been among the subjects of King 
Mura'asb a misbelieving Marid, w'ho professed Al-Islam hypo¬ 
critically, and he stole awmy from his people and made for the 
Valley of Camelian, where he went in to King Barkan and, 
kissing the surth before bm, wished him abiding glory and 
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prosperity. Tlien he told him of Mura'ash being converted to 
Ai^IsUun, and Barkan said, “How came he to tear himself away 
from his faith^?” So the rebel told him w’hat had passed and, 
when Barkan heard it, he snorted and snarked and railed at Sun 
and Moon and sparkling Fire, saying, “By the virtue of my faith, 
I will surely day mine uncle's son and his people and this mortal, 
nor will I leave one of them alive!” Th^ he cried out to the 
legions of the Jinn and choosing of them seven^ thousand 
Marids, set out and fared on till he came to Jabatsa® the city of 
japhet and encamped before its gates. When Mura'ash saw this, 
he despatched a Marid, saying, “Go to this host and team all that 
it wanteth and return hither in haste," So the messenger rush^ 
away to Barkan's camp, where the Marids flocked to meet him 
and said to him, art thou?” Replied he, “An envoy from 

King Mura'ash;" whereupon they carrioi him in to Barkan, 
before whom he prostrated hims^, saying, O my ^ lord, my 
master hath sent me to thee, to learn tidings of thee.” Quoth 
Barkan, "Return to thy lord and say to him, This is thy 

< x> n sr n Barkan, who is come to salute th^.’ -^And Shahraaad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her penmtted 
say. 


Slheti it hiatf the attb dHffp-fi'ftti iliglih 


She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
Marid'cnvoy of Mura'ash was home before Barkan and said to 
him, “O my lord, my master hath sent me to thee to leam tidings 
of thee," Barkan replied, “Return to thy lord and say to him, 
TTus is thy cousin Barkan who is conw to salute tl^!' ” So ^e 
messenger went back and told Mura ash, who said to Gharib, 
“Sit thou on (iy throne whilst 1 go and salute my cousin and 
return to thee." Then he mounted and rode to the camp of bis 
uncle's hJow this was a trick* * of Barkan, to bring Mura ash 
out and seize upon him, and be said to his Maricls, whom he had 
starioned about him, “When ye see me embrace him,* lay hold of 


♦Thw«T»f»a*CsMnislcni srririTRWt.'rfieCDay^tt toAUiltntiMtns thnieedciiljy reSrpe^ 

«fld prsttiudlv iScspued, ■?!« Tufk< call 9mti « t lurn^oar, ud no 

out either trni 43 him or belieVM in hii iincfirity. 
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him and pinion him." And they replied, '“To hear is to obey." 
So, when King Mura'ash came up and entered Barkan's pavilion, 
the owner rose to 1dm and threw hia anna round his neck; 
whereat the Jann fell upon Mura'ash and pinioned him and 
chained him. Mura'ash looked at Barkan and aaid, “What 
manner of thmg is this?" Quoth Barkan, “O dog of the Jann, 
wilt thou I)^ve the faith of thy fathers and grandta&era and enter 
a faith thou knowest not?” Rejoined Mura’ash, ”0 son of my 
unde, indeed I have found the faith of Abraham the Friend to be 
the True Faith and all other than it vam," Asked Barkan, “And 
who told thee of this?"; and Mura'ash answered, “Gharib, King 
of Irak, whom I hold in die highest honour," “By the right of the 
Fire and the Light and the Shade and the Heat," cried Barkan, 
“I will assuredly slay both thee and himj” And he cast him into 
gaol. Now when Klum'ash's henchman saw what had befallen 
his lord, he fied back to the city and told the King's legionaries 
who cried out and mounted. Quoth Gharib, “What is the 
matter?" And they told him all that had passed, whereupon he 
cried out to Sahim, “Saddle me one of tlie chargers that King 
Muni'ash gave me." Said Sahim, “O my brother, wilt thou do 
battle with the jinn?” Gharib replied, “Yea, I will li^t them 
with the sword of Japhet son of Noah, seeking help of the Lord of 
Abraham the Friend (on whom be the Peace!)j for He is the 
Lord of all things and sole Creator!'’ So Sahim saddled him a 
sorrel horse of the horses of the Jinn, as he were a castle strong 
among castles, and he armed and mounting, rode out with the 
legions of the Jinn, liauberk'd cap'a'pie. Then Barkan and bis 
host mounted also and the two hosts drew out in lines facing each 
other. The first to open the gate of war wras Gharib, who drave 
his st^d into the mid-field and bated the enchanted blade, 
whence issued a glittering light that daizled the eyes of all the 
jinn and struck terror to ^dr hearts. Then he played' with the 
sword till their wits were wildered, and oried out, saying, “AHaho 
Akbar! J am Gharib, King of Irak. There is no Faith save the 
Faith of Abraham the Friend!" Now when Barkan heard 
Gharib's words. Ire said, “This is he who seduced my cousin from 
his religion; so, by the virtue of my faith, 1 will not sit down on 


* Anb “Li'ib,'’ meiifttftg vefy SEtiuiu uc cif tbc iwcird! we Kill piEsertt the eld 
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my ttronc till 1 iiave decapitated this Gharib and suppressed bis 
breath of life and forced my cousio and his people to their 
belief^ snd whoso b^ulketh hifii will I destroy* Th^n he 
mounted an dephanc paper-white as he were a tower pl^tered 
with gypsum, and goaded him with a spike of steel which rmi 
deep into his Desh, whereupon the dephant trumpeted and roa^ 
for the battle-pto where cut and thrust obtain; and. when he 
drew near Gharib, he cried out to him, saying. “O dog of mankind, 
what made thee oomc into our land, to debauch my cousin and his 
folk and pervert them from one faith to other faith. Enow that 
this day is titc last of thy woriay days.'* Gharib rephed. 
"Avaunt,* O vilest of the Jaimf" Therewith Barkan drew a 
javelin and making it quiver* in his hand, cast it at Ghanb; but 
it missed hira. So be hurled a second javelin at him; but 
Gharib caught it in mid air and after poising it launched it at 
the clqjhant. It smote him on the Cank and came out on the 
other ride, whereupon the beast fell to the earth dead and 
was thrown to the ground, like a great palm-tree, 
could stir, Gharib smote him with the flat of Japhet s blade on 
the nape of the neck, and be fell upon the earth in a fainting-fit; 
whereupon the hlands swooped down on him and surrounding 
him pinioned his dhows, ^^^hen Barkan s people saw ^eir 
king a prisoner, they drov'e at the others, seeking to rescue him, 
but Gharib and the yamised Jinn feU upon them and gloriously 
done for Gharib! indeed that day he pleased the Lord who 
answereth prayer and slaked his vengeance with the talisman^ 
sword! Whomsoever he smote, he clo\*c him in sunder and 
before his soul could depart he became a heap of ashre in the 
fire; whilst the two hosts of the jinn shot each other widi futniy 
meteors till the battle-field was wrapped in smoke. And Gh^b 
tourneyed right and left among the Kafirs who g 3 ';e way before 
him, till he to King Barkan s pavilion, with ^ybjan and 
Kurajan on his edthcr hand, and cri^ out to them. Loose your 

lord!" So the>' unbound Ktura’ash and broke his fetters and- 

And Shahraaad peredved the dawn of day and ceased to say 
her pemitted say. 


‘ Artb. “Ikkin.” fnun 4 root imamne endHiw _ 
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80 t)ot it taafi Hfc ;&ix ©unltrrt ant> jfittp-sixtft 

She continued* it hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
King Charib cried out to Kaylajan and Kuraj an, saying, “Loose 
your lordi", they unbound Mura’ash and broke his fetters, and 
he said to them, “Bring me my arms and my winged horse.” 
hJow he had tw^ flying steeds, one of which he had given to 
Gharib and the other he had kept for himself: and this he 
mounted after he had donned his barde-hamess. Then he and 
Gharib fdl upon the enemy, flying through the air on their winged 
horses, and the true believing Jinn followed them, shouting 
“Aiiaho Akbar—God is Most Greati”—till plains and hills, 
^'alleys and mountaioa re^vorded the cry. The Infldels fled 
before them and they returned, after having slain more than 
thirty thousand Mari^ and Satans, to the city of Japhec, where 
the two Kings sat down on their couches of e^ate and sought 
Barkan, but found him nott for after capturing him ^e>" were 
diverted from Kim by stress of battle, where an Ifrit of his servants 
made his way to him and loosing him, carried him to his folk, 
of whom he found part slain and the rest in fuE flight. So he 
flew up widi the King high in air and sat him down in the City 
of Camelian and Castle of Gold, where Barkan seated himsdf on 
the throne of his kingship. Presently, those of his people who 
had sun'ived the affair came in to him and gave hint joy of his 
safety; and he said, “O folk, where is safety? My army is slain 
and they took me prisoner and have rent in pieces mine honour 
among the tribes of the Jann." Quoth they, “O King, 'tis ever 
thus diat kings still afflict and are afflicted.” Quoth he, “There 
is no help but 1 take my wreak and w'ipc out my shame, else shall 
I b€ for ever diseraced among the trilis of the Jann.” Then he 
wrott letters to the Governors of his fortresses, who came to him 
right loyally and, when he reviewed them, he found three 
hundred and twenty thousand fierce Martds and Satans; who 
said to him, “What is thy need?” And he replied, “Get ye 
ready to set out in three days' time;" whereto they rejoined 
“Harkening and obedience!" On this wise it befel King 
Barkan; but as regards Mura*ash, when he discovered his 
prisoner's escape, it was grievous to him and he said, “Had we 
set an hundr^ Mar ids to guard him, he had not fled: but 
whither sKbH he go from us?” Then said he to Gharib, “Know, 
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O my brother, that Barkan is perfidious and will never rest from 
wreaking blood'nr%‘(mgc on us, but will assuredly assmble his 
legions and retum to attack us; wherefore I am minded to fore- 
fit^ him and follow the trail of his defeat, wl^t he is yet 
weakened thereby/’ Replied Ghanb, ‘This is the right rede, 
and will best serve our need;" and Munash, said, Ob my 
brother, let the Marids bear thee back to thine owm couni^ ^d 
leave me to fight the battles of the Faith against the Intidi^ that 
I may be lightened of my sindaad." But 
“By the virtue of the Clement, the Bountiful, the Veiler. I wiL 
not go hence tiU I do to death all the misbeli^ing Jinn; and 
Allah hasten their souls to the fire and dwelling-place ^e; 
and none be saved but thcise who worship Allah the One, 
die Victorious! But do thou send Sahim back to the dty of 
Oman, so bply he may be healed of his ailment" 
was sick. So Mura'ash cried to the Mands, saying. Take ye 
up Sahim and these treasures and bear them to Oman 
And after replying, “We hear and we obe\\“ they took them and 
made for the land of men. Then Muru'ash wrote letters to ^ 
his Governors and Captains of fortresses and they came to him 
with an hundred and sixty thousand w'arriors. So they made 
ready and departed for the City of Camelian and the C^tle 
of Gold, cov'cring in one day a year's journey and halted m a 
valley, where they encamped and passed the night. Next raomng 
as they were about to set forth, behold, die vangu^d of Barkan s 
army appeared, whereupan the jinn cried out and die t^ no^s 
met and fell each upon other in that ^en the 

engagement was dight and dicre befel a rore fight as 
earthquake shook the site and fair plight waxed foul pb^t. 
Earnest came and jest took flight, and parley c^d twixc Wight 
and wight,* whilst long lii’cs were cut short in 
Unbelievers fdl into disgrace and despite; tor Ghaab cl^od 
them, proclaiming the Unit>' of the Worshipful, the Ail-might and 
shore through necks and left heads rolling in the dust; nor did 
night betide before nigh seventy thous^d of the Mi^reants were 
slain, and of the Moslemised over ten thousand Mands had f^cn. 
Then the kettle-drums beat the retreat, and the rwo hosa drew 

apart,-^And Shahnuad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her perm itted say. _ ^^—. 

i Htft the tnaiUtw muat elihtf ohltr the swiuenee <>f the senasrert <w tiw fhr=»t 
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®Jjcn it iuai fte jfetx l&untrcft mtb ^I'ftp-^cbratti 

She resumed, It hath reached me> O auspipous King, that when 
the two hosts drew apart, Ghadb and Mura'ash returoed to their 
tents, after wiping thdr weapons, and supper lacing set before 
them, they ate and rave each other joy of their safety-, and the 
loss of their Marids being so small. As for Barkan, he returned 
to his tent, grieving for the slaughter of his champions, and said 
to his officers, *‘0 folk, an we tarry here and do battle with them 
<jn this wise in three days' time we be cut off to the last 
wi^c." Quoth they, “And how shall wc do, O King?" Quoth 
Barkan, “We will fall upon them under cover of night whilst they 
are deep in sleep, and not one of them shall be left to tell the tale. 
So take your arms and when I give the w'ord of command, attack 
and fall on your enemies as one." Now* there was amongst 
them a Marid named jandal whose heart itidined to Al'Islam; 
so, w’hen he heard the Kafirs' plot, he stole away from them and 
going in to King Wura'ash and King Gharib, told the twain what 
Barkan had devised j whereupon Mura'ash turned to Gharib and 
said to him, “O my brother, what shall wc do?” Gharib replied, 
“Torught we will fail upon the hliscreants and chase them into 
die wilds and the wolds if it be the w'ill of the Omnipotent King." 
Then he summoned the Captains of the Jann and said to them, 
"Arm yourselves, you and yours; and, as soon as 'tis dark, steal 
out of your tents on foot, hundreds after hundreds, and lie in 
ambudi among the mountains; and when ye see the enemy 
engaged among the tents, do ye fall upon them from all quarters. 
Hearten your hearts and rely on your Lord, and ye shall certainly 
conquer; and behold, I am with you!" So, as soon as it was 
dark night, the Infidels attacked the camp, invoking aid of the 
fire and light; but when they came among the tents, the Moslems 
fell upon them, calling for help on the I^rd of the Worlds and 
saying, “O Most Merciful of Mcrcifuls, O Creator of all createds!” 
till they- left them like mown grass, cut down and dead. Nor did 
morning dawn before the most part of the unbeLevers were species 
without souls and the rest made for the tvastes and marshes, whilst 
Gharib and Mura'ash re turned triumphant and victorious; and, 
nuiking priic of the enemy's baggage, ^cy rested tiU the morrow, 
when thCT set out fnr the Cit>' of Camelian and Casde of Gold. 
As ''cr Barkan, wdaen the battle had turned against him and most 
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of his lilies were sUin, he fled through cbe dark tcith the remnant 
of his power to bis capital where he entered hjs palace and 
assembling his l^onaries said to them, *^'0 folk, vrhoso hath 
aught of price, let him take it and follow me to the Mountain 
Kaf, to the Blue King, lord of the Pied Palace; for he it js who 
^all avenge us." So they took their women and children and 
goods and made for the Caucasus'mountain, Presently Mura'ash 
and Gbarib arrived at the City of Camclian and Castle of Gold to 
find the gates open and none left to give them news; whereupon 
they entered and Mura'ash led Gharib that he mi^t siiow him 
the city, whose walls were buitde j of emeralds and its gates of 
red camelian, with studs of silver, and the terrace'Toofsof its houses 
and mansrons reposed upon beams of Lign'aloes and sandle'wood. 
So they took their pleasure in its streets and alleys, tdl they 
came to the Palace of Gold and entering passed through seven 
vestibules, when they drew near to a building, whose walls were of 
royal balass'rubfes and its pavement of emerald and jacintL The 
two Kings were astounded at the goodliness of the pbee and fared 
on from vestibule to vestibule, they had passed through the 
seventh and happened upon the inner court of the palace wherein 
they saw four daises, each ditFerent from the others, and in the 
midst a jetting fount of red gdd, compassed about with golden 
lions, ^ from whose mouths issued water. These were things to 
dare man's wit. The estrade at the upper end was hung and 
carpeted with brocaded silks of various colours and dieneon stood 
two thrones of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels, ^ 
Mura'ash and Gharib sat down on Barkan's thrones and held 

high state in the Palace of Gold.-And Shahraaad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

it tDa£ (fie i&nnhrth anh ififtF'-eightti 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that 
Mura'ash and Gharib took seat on Barkan's thront^ and held 
high state. Then said Gharib to Mura'ash, “What thinkest thou 
to do?" And Mura'ash replied, “O King of mankind, I have 
despatched an hundred horse to learn where Barkan is, tliat we 
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may pursue him.’" Then they abode three days in the palace, till 
the scouting Marids i^tumed with the news that Barkan had Qed 
to the Mountain Kaf and craved protection of the Blue King who 
granted it; whereupon quoth Mura’ash to Gharib, “What sayest 
thou, O tny brotbEr?“ and quoth Gharib, "Except we attack 
them they will attack us." So they bade the host mak e ready for 
departure and after three days, they were about to set out with 
their troops, when the Marids, who had carried Sahim and the 
presents back to Oman, returned and kissed ground before Gharib. 
He questioned them of his poaple and they replied, “After the 
last ^air, thy brother A jib, leaving Ya’arub bin Kahtan, fled to 
the King of Hind and, submitting his case, sought his protection. 
The King granted his prayer and writing letters to all hia 
governors, levied an army as it were the surging sea, having 
neither begitining nor cn^ wherewith he purpos^ to invade 
Al'Irak and lay it waste." When Gharib heard this, he said, 
“Perish the Misbelievers! Verily, Allah Almighty shall mve the 
victory to Al-Islam and 1 will soon show them hew and foin." 
Said Mura'ash, “O King of humans, by the virtue of the Mighty 
Name, 1 must needs gp with thee to thy kingdom and destroy 
thy foes and bring thee to thy wish." Gharib thanked him and 
they rested on this resolve till the morrow, when they set out, 
intending for hfount Caucasus and marched many days till they 
reached the City of Alabaster and the Pied Palacx. Now this 
city was fashioned of alabaster and precious stones by Barik bin 
Fakr, father of the Jinn, and he founded the Pfed FiUace, 
which WES so named because edihed with one brick of gold 
alternating with one of silver, nor was there builded aught like it 
in all the world. When they came within half a day’s journey of 
the city, they halted to take thdr rest, and Mura'aih scti£ out to 
reconnoitre a scout who returned and said, "O King, within the 
City of Alabaster are legions of the Jinn, for number as the leaves 
of the tre^ or as the drops of rain/' So Mura'ash said to Gharib, 
“How sliall we do, O King of Mankind?" He replied, “O King, 
divide your men into four bodies and encompass with them the 
camp of the Inhdcls; then, in the middle of the night, let them 
cry out, saying, 'God is Most Great!’ and withdraw and watch 
what happeneth among the tribes of the Jinn." So Mura’asb did 
as Gharib counselled and the troops waited till midnight, when 
they endrded the foe and shouted “AJlaho Akbar! Ho for the 
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FaltK of Abraham the Friend, on whom be the Peace!" The 
Misbelievers at this cry awoke in affright and ^matching up their 
arms, fell one upon other till the morning, when most part of them 
were dead bodies and but iev remained. Then Gharib cried out 
to the True Believers, saying, "Up and at the remnant of the 
Kafrs! Behold I am with you, and Allah is your helper!" So 
the Moslems drave at the enemy and Gharib bared h^ magical 
blade Ai'Mahik and fell upon the foe, lopping o3^ noses and 
making heads wax hoary and whole ranks turn tad. At last 
he came up with Barkan and smote him and bereft him of life 
atvd he fell down, drenched, in his blood. On like wise he did 
with the Blue King, and by undum'hour not one of the Kafrs 
was left ahve to tcU the tale. Then Gharib and Mura'ash cntei^ 
the Pied Palace and found its walls budded of alternate courses 
of gold and sflver, with dooc'SiUs of crystal and keystones of 
greenest emerald. In its midst was a fountain adorned with bells 
and pendants and figures of birds and beasts spouting forth water, 
and thereby a dais* furnished with gold'brocadcd silk, bordered 
or embroidered with jewels; and they found the treasures of the 
past count or description. Then they entered the w'omen's 
court, where they came upon a magnificent serraglio and Gharib 
saw, among the Blue King's woman^folk a girl dad in a dress 
worth a thousand dinars, never had he beheld a goodlier. About 
her were an hundred slave-girls, upholding her train with golden 
hooks, and she was in thdr nudst as the moon among stars. 
When he saw her, his reason was confounded and he said to 
one of the waiting-women, *‘Who may be yonder maid?" Quoth 

they, "This is the Blue King s daughter, Star o' Mom."-^And 

Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
pennitted say. 

IBfirn ll hNis tfte lE^unhrch anb ifi^tghh 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Gharib asked the slave-women saying, “^^^lO may be yondfir 

* Antbi “SMxftwIti" (ram Ptft, SK3clur»4n, 4 p^Bce, earnin', etc, Thi* of tii« 
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maid," they replied, '“This is Star o* Mom, daughter to the Blue 
King.” TTicn Gharib turned to Mum'ash and said to him, "O 
King of the Jinn, 1 have a mind to take yonder damsd to wife." 
Replied Mura'ash, 'The palace and all that therein is, live stock 
and dead, are the prize of thy right hand^ for, hadst thou not 
devised a ftratagem to destroy the Blue ICing and Barkan, they 
had cut us off to the last one: -wherefore the treasure is thy 
treasure and the folk thy thralls." GhaHb thanked him for his 
fair speech and going up to the girl, ga^d steadfastly upon her 
and loved her with exceeding love, forgetting Fakhr Taj the 
Princess and even Mahdiyah. Now her mother was the Chinese 
King's daughter whom the Blue King had carried off from her 
palace and perforce deflowered, and she conceived by him and 
bare this girl, whom he named Star o* Mom, by reason of her 
beauty and loveliness; for die was the very Princess of the Fair, 
Her mother died when she was a babe of forty days, and the 
nurs^ and eunuchs reared her, till she reached the age of sev^'' 
teen: but she bated her sire and rejoiced in his daughter. So 
Gbarib put his palm to hens^ and wait in unto her that night and 
found her a virgin. Then be bade pull down the Pied Pialace 
and divided the spoil with the true-b^eving Jinn, and there feU 
to his share one'and'twenty thousand bricks of gold and silver and 
money and treasure beyond speech and count. Then Mura'ash 
took Gharib and showed him the Mountain Kaf and all its 
marvels; alter which they returned to Barkan's fortress and disc 
mantled it and Glared the spoil thereof. Then they repaired to 
Mura'asb’s capital, where they tarried five days, when Gharib 
sought to revisit his native covmtry and Muia’ash said, "O 
King of mankind, 1 will ride at thy stirrup and bring thee to 
thine own land." Replied Gliarib, "No, by the virtue of Abraham 
the Friend, I will not suffer thoe to weary thyself thus, nor will 
I take any of the jinn save Kaylajan and Kurajan,'* Quoth the 
King, "Take with thee ten thousand horsemen of the Jinn, to 
serv'c thee;" but quoth Gharib, “I will take only as I said to 
thee." So Mura'ash bade a thousand Marids carry him to his 
nadv'e land, with his share of the spoil; and he commanded 
Kaybjan and Kurajan to follow him and obey him; and they 
answered, "Hearkening and obedience." Then said Gharib to 
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the Marids, “Do ye carry the treasure and Star o' Worn;" for 
he himsdf thought to ride his flying steed. But Mura'ash said 
to him, “This horse, O my brother, will Uve only in out region, 
and, if it come upon man's earth, 'twill die; but 1 have in my 
stables a sca*horse, whose fellow is not found in Al'lrak, no, nor 
in all the world is its like," So he caused bring forth the borec, 
and when Gharib saw it, it interposed between liim and his wits.' 
Then they bound it and Kaylajan bone it on Ids shoulders and 
Kuraj an took what be could carry. And Mura'ash embraced 
Gbarib and wept for parting from him, saying, “O my brother, 
if aught befal thee wherein thou art powerless, send for me and 
I wiS come to thine aid with an army able to lay waste the 
whole earth and what is thereon.” Gharib thanked him for his 
kindness and zeal for the True Faith and took leave of him; 
whereupon the Marids set out with Gharib and his goods; and, 
after traversing fifty years' journey in t«^o days and a night, 
alighted near the city of Oman and halted to t^e rest. Then 
Gharib sent out Kayla)an, to team news of his people, and be 
returned and said, "O King, the dry is beleaguered by a host 
of Infidels, as they were the surging sea, and thy people arc 
fighting them. The drums beat to battle and jamrkan goeth 
forth as champion in the field." When Gharih heard this, he 
cried aloud, “God is Most Great!” and said to Kay la j an, "Saddle 
me the steed and bring me my arms and spear; for tO'day the 
valiant shall be known from the coward in the place of war and 
battle-stead." So Kaylajan brought him all he sought and Gharib 
armed and belting in baldrick Al'Mahik, mounted the sea'horsc 
and made toward the hosts. Quoth Kaybjan and Kurajan to 
him, “Set thy heart at rest and let us go to the Kafirs and scatter 
them abroad in the wastes and wilds till, by the help of Allah, 
the Afi'powcrful, we leave not a soul alive, no, not a blower of 
the fire." But Gharib said “By the virtue of Abraham the Friend, 
I will not let you fight them without me and behold, 1 mount!" 
Now the cause of the coming of that great host was right mar' 

velious.®-'And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 
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CB[)en It luas t|)c ^unlirclt anl^ 

She continued. It iiath reached me^ O auspicious King, that when 
Ghanb had bidden Kaylaj an go and learn ne^'s of his people, the 
Jinn fared forth and presendy returning said, “Verily around thy 
city is a mighty host!” Kow die cause of its conimg was that 
Ajib, having fled the held after Ya'arub's army had been put to 
the rout, said to his people, “O folk, if we return to Ya'arub bin 
Kahtan, he will say to us, ‘But for you, my son and my people 
had not been slain; and he will put us to d^th, even to the last 
man. * Wherefore, methinks we were better go to Tarkanan, King 
of Hind, and beseech him to avenge us,” Replied they, “Come, 
let us go thither; and the blessing of the Fire be upon theei” 
So they fared days and nights till they reached King Tarkacan’s 
capital city and, after asking and obtaining permission to prxisent 
hiinself, Ajib ivent in to him and kissed ground before him. 
Then he wished him what men use to wish to monarchy and 
said to him, “O King, protect me, so may protect thee the 
sparkling Fire and the Night with its thick darkness!" Tarkanan 
looked at Ajib and askei^ "Who art thou and what dost thou 
want?": to which the other answ'ered, “1 am Ajib King of 
Al'Irak; my brother hath wronged me and gotten the mastery 
of the land and the subjects have submitted themselves to him. 
Moreover, he hath embraced the faith of Al'IsIam and he ccaseth 
not to chase me from country to country; and behold, I am come 
to seek protection of thee and thy power," When Tarkanan 
h^d Ajib's words, he rose and sat dowrn and cried, “By the 
virtue of the Fire, f will assuredly avenge thee and wilt let none 
s<^e other than my goddess the Firef" And he called aloud to 
lus son, saying, “O my son, make ready to go to Al-Irak and lay 
it waste and bind all who serve aught but the Fire and torment 
them and moke example of them; yet slay them not, but bring 
them to me, that I may ply them with various tortures and make 
them taste bitterness of humihatiem and leave them a warning 
to whoso will be warned in this our whfle." TTien he chose out 
CO accompany him eighty thousand fighting men on horseback and 
the tike number on giraffes,^ besides ten thousand elcphanm, 
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bearing on their backs seats‘ of sandal-wood, latticed with golden 
rodst plated and studded with gold and silver and shielded with 
pavoises of gold and emerald: moreoiier he sent good store of 
war-chariots, in each eight men fighting with all kinds of weapons. 
Now the Prince’s name was Ra'ad Shah," and he was the diam- 
pion of his time, for prowess having no peer, So he and his array 
equipped them in ten days’ time, then set out, as they w'ere a bank 
of douds, and fared on two months' journc)', till ch^ came upon 
Oman city and encompassed it, to the joy of Ajib, who thought 
himself assured of victory. Jamrkan and Sa'adan and all thdr 
fighting-men sallied forth into the field of fight whilst the kettle- 
drums beat to battle and the horses neighed. Ac this moment up 
carae King Gharib, who, as we have said, had been warned by 
Kaylajan; and he urged on his destrier and entered among the 
Infidels waiting to see w'ho should come forth and 0]>en the chap¬ 
ter of war. Then out rushed Sa'adan the Ghul and offered combat, 
wliercupon there issued iorth to him one of the champions of 
Hind; but Sa'adan scarce let him take stand in front ere he smote 
him with his ma^ and crushed his bones and stretched liira on the 
ground; and so did he with a second and a third, rill he had sluin 
thirty fighting men. Then there dashed out at him an Indian 
ca^’alier, by narae Battish al-Akran,* * uncle to King Tarkanan 
and of his day the doughtiest man, reckoned worth five thousand 
horse in battle-pkiin and cried out to Sa'adan, saying, “O thief of 
the Arabs, hath thy daring reached that degree that thou shouldst 
slay the Kings of Hind and their champions and capture their 
horsemen? But this day is die last of thy worldly days." 'When 
Sa’adan heard these words, his eyes waxed blood-red and he 
drave at Battash and aimed a stroke at him with his club; but h e 
evaded it and the force of the blow bore Sa'adan to the groun d; 
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and before he could recover himself, the Indians pimon^ed 
haled him o0 to their tente. Now when Jamrkan his 
a prisoner, he cried out, saying, Ho for the Fiiith of 
the Friend?'’ and cbpping heel to his horse, fEin at 
They wheeled about awhile, till Battash charged Jamrka.n ^, 
catching him by his jerkin’ tare him from his ^ddk and cast mm 
to the ground: whereupon the Indians bound him and drag^^ «(Krt 
away to their tents. And Battash ceased not to overcome 
out to him. Captain alter Captain till he had made 
of four*’and'tw'cnty Chiefs of the Moslems, whereat the 
Bclim-ers were sore dismayed. When Ghanb saw what 
befallen his braves, he drew from beneath bis knee'* a mace of 
weighing six'seore pounds w'hich had belonged to Barkan , 

the Jann^-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day 

ceased saying her permitted say. 


®atje« it t&e ^ix JbuiThreh anh &txlp-fiEffl 

She said, It liath reached me. O auspicious King, that 
Gharib beheld what had befallen his braves he drew forth a 
mace which had belonged to Barkan King of the Jann and 
heel to his sea'horse, which bore him like the wind'jpiSt io 
fidd. Then he let drive at Bactash, crying out, “God 
Great? He giveth aid and victory and He abasetb who^ 
the Faith of Abraham the Friend?" and smote him with thi 
whereupon he fell to the ground and Gharib, turning ® 
Moslems, saw his brother Sahim and said to him, “Pinion cae mu 
hound." When Sahtm heard his brother's words, he «n to 
Battash and bound him hard and fast and bore him off, whiut me 
Moslon braves wondered who this knight could be 
Indians said one to other, ‘"Who is this liorseman which out 
from among them and hath taken our Qiief prisoner?' Mean* 
while Gharib continued to offer battle and there issued 
him a captain of the Hindis ’whom he fdled to earth with his ma«, 
and Kaylajan and Kurajan pinioned him and delivered 
to Sahim; nor did Gharib leave to do thus, till he had taJeen 
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prisoner two'and^fltty of the cloughciest Captains of the anny of 
Hind. Then die day came to an end and die ketde'dnmis beat 
the retreat; whereupon Gharib left the held and rode towards the 
Moslcn) camp. The first to meet him was Sahim, w^bo kissed his 
feet in the stirrups and said, ''Klay thy band ne\‘cr wither, 
O champion of the agel Tell us who thou an among the braves." 
So Charib raised his vizor of mail and Sahim knew him and cri^ 
out, saying, "This is your King and your lord Gbarib, who is come 
back from the land of the Jann!" When the Modems heard 
Gharib’s name, they threw themselves off their horses' backs, and, 
crowding about him, kissed his feet in the stirrups and saluted 
him, rejoidng in his safe return. Then they carried him into the 
city of Oman, where he entered his palace and sat down on the 
throne of his kingship, whilst his officers stood around him in the 
utmost joy. Fo<^ was set on and they ate, after w’hich Gharib 
rdated to them all that had hetided him with the Jinn in Mount 
Kaf, and they marvelled thereat with e:fceeding marvel and 
praised Allah for his safety. Then he dismissed them to their 
sleeping'places' so they withdrew to tlieir se\'eral lodgings, and 
when none abode with liim but Kaylajan and K.urajan, who nev^er 
left him, he said to them, "Can ye ca^ me to Cufa that I may 
take my pleasure in my Hinm, and bring me back before the end 
of the night?” They replied, "O our lord, this thou askest is 
easy.” Now the distance between Cufa and Oman is sixty days' 
journey for a diligent horseman, and Kaylajan said to Kurajan, ”t 
will carry him going and thou coming back." So he took up 
Gharib and flew off with him, in company tvich Kurajan; nor was 
an hour past before they set him down at the gate of his palace, 
in Cufa. He went in to his unde Al'Damigh, who rose to him 
and saluted him; after which quoth Gharib, “How* is it with my 
wives Fakhr Taj‘ and MabJi>'ahr* AI'Damigh answered, "They 
are both well and in good case.” Then the eunuch went in and ac^ 
quainted the women of the Harim with Gharib's coming, whereat 
they rejoiced and raised the trill of joy and gave him reward 
for good news. Presently in came King Gharib, and they rose 
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and saluting him, conversed with him, till Al-Damigh entered, 
when Gharib related to them all chat had befallen him in the land 
of the Jinn, whereat they all marvelled. Then he lay with Faldu' 
Taj tili near daybreak, when he took leave of his wives and his 
u!ick and mounted Kurajan‘s back, nor was the darkness dispelled 
belfore the two Ivlarids set him down in the city of Oman, Then 
he and his men armed and he bade open the gates when, behold, 
up came a horseman from the host of the Indians, with Jaturkan 
and Sa'adan and the rest of the captive captains whom he imd 
delivered, and committed them to Gharib, The Moslems, rejoicing 
in thdr safety, donned their mails and took horse, while the kettl^ 
drums beat a point of war; and the Miscreants also drew up in 

line,-And Shahraiad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to 

say her permitted say. 

IBbtn ft luas Ifje J&unhrtt! anh ^ixip'Scconb .^ightr 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the Moslem host mounted and rode to the plain of cut and thn^, 
the first to open the door of war was King Gharib who, draw'ing 
his sword Al'Mahik, drove his charger between the two ranks arid 
cried out, saying, "Whoso knoweth me hath enough of my mis¬ 
chief and whoso unknoweth me, to him 1 will make myself known. 
1 am Gharib, King of Aldrak and AbYaman, brother of Ajih.” 
When Ra'ad Shah, son of the King of Hind, heard this, he shouted 
to his captainj!, "Bring me A jib." So they brought him and 
Ra'ad Shah said to 'Thou wottest that this quarrel is thy 
quarrel and thou art the cause of aU this slaughter. Now yonder 
standeth thy brother Gharib amiddle-mcsst the fightfidd and st^d 
where sword and spear we shall w'ield; go thou to him and bring 
him to me a prisoner, that I rnay set him on a camel ar^'versy, 
and make a show of him and carry him to the land of Hind. 
Answered Ajib, "O King, send out to him other than I, for 1 am 
in ill'h^th this morning." But Ra'ad Shah snarked and snorted 
and cried, "By the virtue of the sparkling Fire and the light and 
the diadc and the heat, unless thou fare forth to thy brother and 
bring him to roc in haste, I will cut off thy head and make an end 
of thee." So Ajib tfxsk heart and urging his horse up to his 
brother in mid-field, said to him, "O dog of the Arabs and vilest 
of all who hammer down tent-pegs, wilt thou contend ^th Kings? 
Take what to thee cometh and receive the glad tidings of thy 
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death ” When Gharib heard this, he said to him^ 
among the Kings?" And Ajib answered saying, J am thy 
brother, and this day is the last of thy worldly days. Kow wben 
Gh^ib was assured that he was ind^ his brother Ajib, he med 
out and said, "Ho, to avenge my father and mother!" Then 
giving his sword to Kaylajan/ he drave at Ajib and smote him 
with his mace a smashing blow and a swashing, that went nigh to 
best in his ribs, seizing him by the moil-gorget tore him 
from the saddle and cast him to the ground; whereupon the two 
Marids pounced upon him and binding him fast, dragged him off 
dejected and abject? whilsc Gharib rejoiced in the capture of bis 
enemy and repeated these couplets of the poet, 

"I have wfiii my wish and my need have setHwd * Unto Thee be the piaise 

and the thanks, O our Lordf , / j n 

I grew up dejected and |>oof. But Allah voucaLifed nw 

boons implomd: * *i r ^ t 

t h^Vi^ CDfif^uered countries And tnastcrad mtn But for Thee were 1 

□Aught, Q th™ Lord adored!" 

When Ra*ad Shah saw how (n-iUy Ajib fared with his brother, he 
called for his charger and donning his harness and habergeon, 
mounted and dashed out a'fidd. As soon as be drew near King 
Gharib, he cried out at him, saying, "O basest of Arabs ^d hearty 
of scrubs,^ who art thou, that thou shouldest capture Kings and 
braves? Down from thy horse and put elbows b^nd back 
kiss my fc«rt and set my waniora free and go with me in bond 
of chains to my reign that I may pardon thee and make thee a 
Shaykh in our own land, so mayst thou eat there a bittock of 
bread." When Ghanh heard these words he laughed till he fell 
backwards and answered, saying, O mad hound and mangy 
wolf, soon shalt thou see against whom the shifts of Fortune will 
turn!" Then he cried out to Sahim, saying, "Bring me the 
prisoners;'* so he brought them, and Ghanb smote off dieir heads; 
whereupon Ra'ad Shah drave at him, with the drtvTng of a lordly 
champion and the on^ught of a hercc slaughterer and they fabed 
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and feinted and fou^c till nightfall, when the kettle-drums beat 

the retreat.-^Ana Sbahrazad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 

69hcn it tosH £)i.x IJ^unbrch anb #uct|’-tf;itb 

resumed, It Imth reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the ketde'drums beat the retreat, the two Kings parted and 
returned, each to his own place where his people gave him joy of 
his safety. And the Moslems said to Gharib," 'Tis not thy wont, 
O i^g, to prolong a fight;” and he replied, "O folk, I have done 
battle with many royalties^ and champions; but never saw I a 
harder hitter than this one. Had I chosen to draw Al'Mahik upon 
him, I had mashed his bones and made an end of his days; but I 
delayed with him, thinking to take him prisoner and give him part 
enjoyment in AMsIam.” Thus far concerning Gharib; but as 
regards Ra'ad Shah, he returned to his marquee and sat upon his 
throne, when his Chiefs came in to him and asked him of his 
adversary, and he answered, ”By the truth of the sparkling Fire, 
never in my life saw I the like of yonder brave! But to-morrow t 
will take him prisoner and lead him away dejected and abj'ect,” 
Then they slept tiU daybreak, when the battle-drums beat to fight 
and the sworxU in baldric were dight; and war-cries were cried 
amain and all mounted their horses of generous strain and drew 
out into the field, filling every wide place and hiU and plain. The 
first to open the door of war was the rider outrageous and the lion 
rageot^, King Gharib, w'ho drave his steed between the two hosts 
and wheeled and careered over the field, crying, “IMio is for fray, 
who is for fight? Let no sluggard come out to me this day nor 
dullard!” Before be had made an end of speaking, out ruslicd 
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Ra'ad Shah, riding on an elephant, aa he were a vast tower, in a 
seat girthed with adken bands; and between the elephant's can 
sat the driver, beanng in hand a hook, wherewith he goaded the 
beast and directed him right and left. When the elephant drew 
near Gharib s horse, and the steed saw a creature it had never 
before set eyes on, it took fright;' wherefore Gharib dismounted 
and gave the horse to Kaylajan. Tb^ he drew Al'h^lahik and 
advanced to meet Ra’ad Shah a-foot, walking on till he faced the 
elephant. Now it was Ra'ad Shah's wont, when he found himself 
overmat^ed by any brave, to roount an elephant, taking with him 
an implement called the lasso,® wliich was in the shape of a net, 
wide at base and narrow at top with a running cord of silk passed 
through rings abng its edges. With this he would attack horse' 
men and casting the meshes over them, draw the running noose 
and drag the rider off his horse and make him prisoner; and thus 
had he conquered many cavaliers. So, as Gharib came up to him, 
he raised his band and, despreadit^ the net over him, pulled him 
on to dre back of the elephant and cried out to the beast to return 
to the Indian camp. But Kaylajan and iCurajan had not left 
Gharib and, when they belield what had befallen their lord, they 
laid hold of the elephant, whilst Gharib strove with the net, till 
he rent it m sunder. Upon this the two Marids seized Ri ad 
Shah and Bound him w* *ith a cord of palm-fibre. Then the two 
armies drove each at other and met with a shock like tw'o seas 
crashing or two mountains together dashing, wrhilst the dust rose 
to the confines of the sky and blinded was e\ cry ^c. The battle 
waxed fierce and fell, the blood ran in rilts, not' did they cease to 
wage war with lunge of lance and sway of sword in lustiest way, 
till the day darkened and the night starkened, when the drums 
beat the retreat and the two hoste drew asunder.* Now the 
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Moslems were evilly entreated diat day by reason of the riders 
on elephants and giraffes,' and many of them were killed and 
most of the rest were wounded. T^s was grievous to Gharib 
who commanded the hurt to be medidned and mming to his 
Chief Officers, asked them wliat they counseUed, Answered diey, 
“O King, *tis only the dephatits and giraffes that irk usi were 
we but quit of them, wc should overcome the enemy,.'’ Quoth 
Kaykjan and Kurajan, "We twain will unsheach our swords and 
fall on rhem and slay the most part of diem." But there came 
forward a man of Oman, who had been privy counseUor to Jaland, 
and said, "O King, I will be surety for the host, an thou wilt but 
hearken to me and follow my counsd." Gharib turned to his 
Optains and said to them, “Whatsoever this wise man shall say 

to you that do.”-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say, 

Slljeii it h>a£ Iht ^tinbrel) anb ^ixtp-taurtf) 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Gharib said t£i his Captains, “Whatsoever this w-ise man shall say 
to you, that do”^ they replied, “Hearing and obeyingl” So (he 
Omani chose out ten captaim and asked them, “How many 
braves have ye under your hands?”; and they answered, “Ten 
thousand fighting^men." Then he carried them into the armoury 
and armed five thousand of them with harquebuses and other five 
thousand with cross-bows and taught them to shoot with these 
new weapons." Now as soon as it was day, the Indians came out 
to the field, armed cap-a^pie, with the elephants, giraffes and 
champions in their van; whereupon Gharib and liis men mounted 
and Imth hosts drew out and the big drums beat to battle. Then 
the man of Oman cried out to the archers and harquebusiers to 
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shoot, and they plied the elephants and giralTcs with shai^ts and 
leaden bullets, which entered the beasts' flanks, whereat they 
roared out and turning upon their own ranks, trod them down 
W'ith their hoofs. Presently the Modems charged the Misbelievers 
and outflanked them right and left, whilst the elnephants and 
gitaffes tiampkd them and drove them into the hills and wolds, 
whither the Moslems followed hard upon them with the keen' 
edged sword and hut few of the girafes and elephants escaped. 
Then King Gharib and his folk returned, rejoicing in their victory; 
and on the morrow they divided the loot ar^d rested hve days; 
after which King Ghaiib sat down on the throne of his kings^p 
and sending for his brother Ajib, said to him, “O dog, why hast 
thou assembled the Kings against us? But He who hath poiver 
over all things hath mven us the victory over thee. So embrace 
the Saving Faith ana thou shah be saved, and I will forbear Co 
avenge my father and mother on thee therefor, and I wiH make 
thee King again as thou wast, pbetng myself under thy hand.” 
But Ajib said, “I will not leave my faith.” So Gharib bade lay 
him in irons and appointed an hundred stalwart slaves to guard 
him; after which he turned to Ra'ad Shah and said co him, ”Hdw 
sayst thou of the faith of AMstun?” Replied he, “O my lord, 
1 will enter thy faith; for, were it not a true Faith and a goodly, 
thou hadst not conquered us. Put forth thy hand and I will testify 
that there is no god but the God and that Abraliam the Fnend is 
the Apostle of At this Gharib rejoiced and said to him, “Is 
thy heart indeed stablished in the sweetness of this Belief? ' And 
he answered, saying, “Yes, O my lordl” Then quoth Gharib, 
“O, Ra'ad Shah, wilt thou go to thy country and thy kingdom?'' 
and quoth he, “O, iiiy lord, my father will put me to death, for 
that 1 have Idc his faith.” Gharib rejoined, “I wili go with thee 
and make thee bng of the country and constrain the folk to obey 
thee, by the hdp of AUalt the B^ntiful, the Beneficent.” And 
Ra’ad Shah kissed his hands and feet. Then Gharib rewarded 
the counsellor who had caused the rout of the foe and gave him 
great wealth; after whidi he turned to Kaylajan and Kumjan, 
and said to them. “Harkyc, Chiefs of the jinn, 'tis my will that 
ye cany me, together wiA Ra'ad ^ah and Jantrkan and Sa’adan 
to die land of Hind.” ”Wc hear and we obey,” anwered they. 
So Kurajan took up Jamrkan and Sa'adan, whilst Kaylajan took 
Gharib and Ra'ad Shah and made for the land of Hind.——And 
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perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her per' 

mitted say. 

iBtitn it toati Itie ^ix l^untirth ant) 

She said, Ic hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
cwo Inlands had taken up Gharib and Jainrkan, Sa adan the Ghul 
and Ra’ad SH:ih, they flew on with them from sundown till ^e 
last of the n^ht, when they set them down on the terrace of King 
Tarkanans palace at Cashmere. Now news was brought to 
Tarkanan by the remnants of his host of what had befallen his 
son, whereat he slept not ndthcr took ddight in aught, and he was 
troubled with sore trouble. As he sat in his Harim, pondering 
his c age, behold, Gharib and liis company descended the stairways 
of the palace and came in to him; and when he saw his son and 
those w'ho were with him, he was confused and fear took him of 
the Marids. Then Ra’ad Shah turned to him and said, ‘'How 
long wilt thou persist in thy fiwardness, O traitor and worship' 
per of the Fire? Woe to (hee! Leave worshipping the Fire and 
serve the Magnanimous Sire, Creator of day and night, whom 
attained! no sight," ''^en Tarkanan heard his son’s speech, he 
cast at him an iron club he had by him; but it missed him and 
fell upon a buttress of the palace and smote out three stones. 
Then cried the King, *‘0 dog, thou hast destroyed mine array and 
hast forsaken thy faith and comest now to make me do likewiscl" 
With this Gharib went up to him and dealt him a cuflF on the 
neck which knocked him down; ’whereupon the Marids bound 
him fast and all the Harim'women fled. Then Gharib sat down 
on the dimne of kingship and said to Ra'ad Shah, “Do thou 
justice upon thy father." So Ra’ad Shah turned to him and 
said, “O perverse old man, become one of the saved and thou 
shalt be saved from the fire and the wrath of the All-powerful." 
But Tarkanan cried, “I will not die save in. my own faith," 
^^hereupon Gharib drew AI-Mahik and smote him therewith, 
and he fell to the earth in cwo pieces, and Allah hurried his soul 
to the 6rc and abiding'place dire,‘ Then Gharib bade hang his 
body over the palace gate and they hung ortc'half on the right 
hand and dae other on the left and waited till day, when Ghmrb 
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caused Ra'ad Shah don the ro>^ habit and sit dcrwn on his 
fathers tbtone, vdth hiinselt on his dcster band and Jainrkan and 
Sa*adan and the Marids stmding right and left; and he said to 
Kaylaj'an and Kurajan, "Whoso entemh of die Princes and 
Officers, BOX him and bind him, and let not a single Captain 
escape you.” And they answered, ’“Hearkening and obedience!’' 
Presently, the Officers made for the palace, to do their service to 
the King, and the hrst to appear was the Chief Captain who, 
seeing King Tarkanan’s dead body cut in half and hanging on 
either side of the gate, was scited with tenor and amazement. 
Then Kaylajan laid hold of him by the collar and threw him and 
pinioned hiia; after which he dragged him into the palace and 
before sunrise they had bound three himdred and fifty Captains 
and set them before Gharib, who said to them, "O folk, have you 
seen your King hanging at the palacc-gnte?” Asked they, 
hath done this deed?”; and he answered, "I did it, by the help 
of Allah Almighty; and whoso opposcth me, I will do with him 
likewise.” Then quoth they, “What is thy will with us?”; and 
quoth he, "1 am Gharib, King of Al-Irak, he who slew your 
warriors; and now Ra'ad Shah bath embraced the Faith of 
Salvation and is become a mighty King and ruler over you. So 
do ye become True Believers and all shall be well with you; but, 
if ye refuse, you shall repent it.” So they pronounced the pity 
fession of tlie Faith and were enrolled among the people of felicity. 
Then said Gharib, '"Are your hearts indeed scablished in 
sweetness of the Belief?"; and they repUed, "Yes”; whereupon 
he bade release them and clad them in robes of honour, saying, 
"Go to your people and e:cpound AUslam to them. Whoso 

acceptech the Faith, spare him; but if he refuse slay him.”- 

And Shahmzad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say 
her permitted say. 

Glhtn ft tmiff the £>fx anh 

She condnued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that King 
Gharib said to the troops of Ra'ad Shah, "Go to your people and 
offer Al'IsIam to them. Whoso accepteth the Faith spare him; 
but if he refuse, slay him,” So they went out and, assembling 
the men under them command, explained what had taken place 
and expounded Al-lslam to them, and they all professed, except 

voi_ vu. 
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a fcWf whom they put to death; after which they recumed and 
told Gharib, who blessed Allah and glorified Him, saying, ’Trai W 
be the nAlmighty who hath made this thing easy to us without 
strife!’' Then he abode in Cashmere of India forty days, till he 
had ordered the affairs of the country and cast down the shiines 
and temples of the Fire and built in dieir stead mosques and 
cathedrals, whilst Ra ad Shah made ready for him rarities and 
treasures be^'ond count and despatched them to Al'Irah in ships. 
Then Gharib mounted on Kaylajan s hack and Jamrkan and 
Sa’adan on that of Kuiajan, after they had taken leave of Ra'ad 
Shah: and journeyed through the night till break of day, whos 
they reached Oman dry where their troops met them and Uluted 
them and rejoiced in them. Then they set out for Cufa where 
Gharib called for his brother Aj tb and commanded to hang him. 
So Sahim brought hooks of iron and driving them into the tendons 
of Ajib*s heels, hung him over the gate; and Gharib bade them 
shoot him; so they riddled him with arrows, till he was like unto 
a porcupine. Tlien Gharib entered his palace and sitting down 
on throne of bis kingship, passed the day in ordering the 
affairs of the state. At nighcfall he went in to his Harim, where 
Star o' Mom came to meet him and embraced him and gave him 
joy, ^e and her women, of his safety. He spent that day and 
jay tiat night with her and on the morrow, after he had made the 
Ghushablution and prayed the dawn-prayer, he sat down cm hia 
throne and commanded preparation to be made for bis marriage 
with Mabdiyah. Accordingly they slaughtered three thousand 
head of sheep and two thousand oxen and a thousand he-goats 
^d hundred camels and the like number of horses, beside 
four ^tpnd fowls and great score of gerae; never was such 
wading in Al-lsW to that day. Then he went in to Mahdiyah 
and took her maidenhead and abode with her ten days; after 
which he commttcd the kingdom to his uncle Al'Damigh, charging 
him to rule tM li^es justly, and journeyed with his women and 
ws^jors^ tm he oiDS to tli€ i^den with the tres^ures ^nd 
rarities which Ra'ad Shah had sent him, and divided the monies 
among his men who from poor became rich. Then they far^ on 
till they reached the city of wheiie he bestowed on Sabioi 
Al-Layl a robe of honour and appointed him Sultan of the city. 

— —And Shahracad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 
her permitted say. 
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She resumed, Ie hath reached me, O auspidous King, that Ghan'b, 
after robing his brother Sahim and apfsointing him SuUan, abode 
with him ten days, after which he set out again and journeyed nor 
stinted navel tU! he reached the castle of Si’adan the GhuC where 
they rested five days. Then quoth Gharib to Kaybjan. and 
Kurajan, ‘"Pass ov» to Isbanlr al'Madain, to the palace of the 
Chosroe, and find what is come of Fakhr Taj and bring me one 
of the King’s kinsmen, who shall acquaint me with what hath 
passed." Quoth they, “We hear and we obey," and set out forth* 
right for Isbanir. As they flew between heaven and isrth, b^ol J, 
they caught sight of a in^hty army, as it were the surging sea, 
and Kaylajan said to Kurajan, “Let us descend and determine 
what be this host." So they alighted and walking among the 
troops, found them Persians and questioned the soldiers whose 
men they were and whither they w*ere bound; whereto they made 
answer, “We are en route for Al-Irak, to slay Gharib and ah tvho 
company him," When the Matids heard these words, they repaired 
to the pavdion of the Persian general, whose name was Rustam, 
and waited till the soldiers sLept, when they took up Ru^am, bed 
and ah, and made for the castle where Gharib lay. They arri\'ed 
there by midnight and going to the door of the King's pavilion, 
cried, “Permissionl" which when he heard, be sat up and said, 
"Come in." So thej' entered and set down the couch with 
Rustam asleep thereon, Gharib asked, "Who be this?" and they 
answered, "This be a Persian Prince, whom we met coming with 
a great host, thinking to slay thee and thine, and we have bioughc 
him to thee, that he may tel] thee what thou hast a mind to 
know." "Fetch me an bundred braves!" cried Gharib, and they 
fetched them; whereupon he bade them, "Draw your swords and 
stand at the head of this Persian carle!" Then they awoke him 
and he opened his eyes; and, finding an arch of steel over his 
head, shut them again, crying, "What be diis foul dream?” Buc 
Kaylajan pricked him w'ith bis sword'point and he sat up and 
i^<X "Where am I?” Quodi Saliim, ‘Thou art in the presence 
of King Gharib, son'in-law of the King of the Persians. What is 
thy name and whither gocst thou?" When Rustam heard Gharib’s 
name, he bethought himself and said in his mind, "Am I asl^ 
or awake?" Whereupon fvrhfm dealt him a bu^et, saying, "Why 
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dost thou not snswerr* And hs raised bis head and asked, “Who 
brought me trom m/ tent out of the midst of my men?" Gharib 
answered, '“These two Marids brought thee." So he looked at 
Kay la j an and Kurajan and skited in his b^'trousers. Then the 
M^ds feiU upon him, baring their tusks and brandishing their 
blades, and said to him, “Wdt thou not rise and kiss ground before 
King Gharib?” And he trembled at them and was assured that 
he was not asleep; so he stood up and kissed the ground between 
the hands of Gharib, saying, "The blessing of the Fire be on thee, 
and long life be thy life, O King*" Gba^ cried, “O dog of the 
Persians, £re is not worshipful, for that it ia harmful and profiteth 
not save in cooking food." Asked Rustam, “Who then is wot' 
shipful?": and Gharib answered, “Alme worshipworth is God, 
who formed thee and fashioned thee and created the heavens and 
the earth." Quoth the Ajami, “What shall 1 say that I may 
become of the party of this Lord and enter thy Faith?"; and 
quoth Gharib, "Say, There is no god but the God, and Abraham 
is the Friend of God'." So Rustam pronounced the profession of 
die Faith and was enrolled among me people of fdidty. Then 
said he to Gharib, "Know, O my lord, that thy father'in-law. King 
Sabur, seeketh to shy thee; and indeed he bath sent me with an 
hundred thousand men, charging me to spare none of you," Gharib 
rejoined, "Is this my reward for having delivered his daughter 
from death and dishonour? Allah w*ill requite him his ill intent. 
But w'hat is thy name?" The Persian answ'ered, “My name is 
Rustam, general of Sabur;" and Gharib, 'Thou shalt have the 
like rank in my army," adding, “But tell me, O Rustam, how is it 
with the Princess Fakhr Taj?" "May thy head live, O King of 
the agel" “What was the cause of her death?" Rustam re¬ 
plied, "O my lord, no sooner hadst thou left us than one of the 
Princess’s women went in to King Sabur and said to him, ‘O my 
master, didst thou give Gharib leave to lie with the Princess my 
mistress?’' whereto ne answered, 'No, by the virtue of the fire?' 
and drawing his swortl, went in to his daughter and said to her, 
"O foul bag^ge, why didst thou suffer yonder Badawi to sleep 
with thee, without dower or e^’cn iwedding?' She replied, 'O my 
papa, 'ewas thou gavest him leave to sleep with me.' TTien he 
asked, 'Did the f^ow have thee?' but she was silent and hung 
down her head. Hereupon he cried out to the mid wives and 
slave-girls, saying, ‘Pinion me this harbt's dhows behind her 
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and look 3t ber privy pirts.' So they did as he bade them and 
after inspecting her slit said to turn, 'O King, she hath lost her 
maidenhead,' Whereupon he ran at her and would have slain her, 
but ha- mother rose up and threw hersdf betw'ecn tliem cj^ring. 
*0 King, slay her not, lest thou be for ever dishonoured; but shut 
her in a cell till she die,' So he cast her into prison till nightfall, 
when he called two of his courtiers and said to them, 'Carry her 
afar oflT and throw her into the river Jayhim and tdl none,' They 
did his commandment, and indeed her memory is forgotten and 

her time is past,"-^And Shahraiad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 

ISIjcn it Inas the ^lx Stunbreb anh ^txtp-eighdj ,^ig:hh 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O au^idous King, that when 
Gharib asked news of Fakhr Tab Rustam informed him thatshehad 
been drowned in the river by her sire's command. And when Gharib 
heard this, thexvorld waxed T^ran before his eyes and he cried, "By 
die virtue of Abraham the Friend, 1 will assuredly go to yonder 
dog and overwhelm him and lay waste his realm!” Then he sent 
letters to Jamrkan and to the governors of Mosul and Mayyafari* 
km; and, turning to Rustam, said to him, “How many men hadst 
thou in thine army?” He replied, “An hundred thousand Persian 
horse;” and Gharib rejoined, 'Take ten diousand horse and go 
to thy people and occupy them -with war; I will follow on thy 
trail" So Rustam mounted and taking ben thousand Arab horse 
made for his tribe, saying in himself, *T will do a deed shall 
whiten ray face with I^g Gharib." ^ he fared on seven days, 
till there remained but half a day's journey between him and the 
Persian camp; w'hen, dividing his host into four divisions he said 
to his men, “Sunround the Persians on all sides and fall upon them 
with the sword." They rode on from eventide till midnight, when 
they had compassed the camp of the Ajamis, who were asleep in 
security, and fell upon them, shouting, "God is Most Great!” 
Whereupon the Persians started up from sleep and their feet 
dipped and the sabre went round amongst them; for the AH* 
knowing King was wroth witli them, and Rustam wrought amongst 
them as fire in dry fuel; tili, by the end of the night, die whole of 
the Persian host was slain or wounded or fled, and the Moslems 
matfe prixe of their tents and baggage, horses, camels and treasure- 
chests. Then they alighted and rested in the tents of the Ajamis 
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till King Gtarib came up and, seeing what Rustam had done and 
how he liad gained by stratagem a great and complete victory, he 
invested him with a robe of honour and said to him, ‘‘O Ruatam, 
it was thou di<ist put the Persians to the routi ■wherefore all the 
spoil is thine." So he kissed Ghanb s hand and thanked hiini and 
they rested till the end of the day, when they set out for King 
Sabur's capital. Meanwhile, the fugitives of the deJeated force 
reached Isbanir and went in to $abur, crying out and saying, 
““Alas!" and "Welbaway!” and '"‘Woe worth the day!" Quoth 
be, "What hath befallen you and who with his mischief hath 
smitten you?” So they told him all that had passed and said, 
“Naught befel us except that thy general Rustam, fell upon us in 
the darkness of the night because he bad turned Moslem; nor did 
Gharib come near us." When the King heard this, he cast his 
crown to the ground and said, "Tliere is no worth left us?" Then 
he turned to his son Ward Shah’ and said to him, "O my son, 
there is none for this affair save thou.” Answered Ward Shah, 
"By thy life, O my father, I wili assuredly bring Gharib and ha 
chiefs of the people in chains and slay all who are with him." 
Then he numbered his army and found it two hundred and twenty 
thousand men. So they slept, intending to set forth on the 
morrow: but, next morning, as they were about to march, behold, 
a cloud of dust arose and spread till it waUed the world and 
baffled the sight of the farthest'seeing wight. Now Sabur had 
mounted to farewell his son. and when he saw this might)- great 
dust, he let «iil a runner and said to him, "Go £nd me out the 
cause of this dust'Cloud." The scout went and returned, saying, 
"O my lord, Gharib and his braves are upon you:” whereupon 
they unloaded their bat'beasts and drew out in line of battle. 
W^en Gharib came up and saw the Persians ranged in row, be 
cried out to his men, saying, “Charge with the blessing of Allah!” 
So they warned the flags, and the Arabs and the Aj amis drave one 
at other and folk were heaped upon folk. Blood ran like winter 
and all souls saw death ^ace to face; the brave advanced and 
pressed forward to assail and the coward hung back and turned tail 
and they ceased not from fight and fray till ended day, when (he 
ketde'drums beat the retreat and the two hosts dre^- apart. Then 
Sabur commanded to pitch his camp hard over the dty'gate, and 
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Gharib set up his pavilions in front of theirs: and every one went 

to his tent.-^And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 

IBtifn it tea^ tfte &ijc ©nnbrrt anh ^txtp-niatfj ^igljt. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
two hosts drew apart, every one went to his tent until the morning. 
As soon as it was day, the two hosts mounted their strong steeds 
and levelled their lances and wore their harness of war- then they 
raised their slc^an'cnes and drew out in battle-array, whilst came 
forth all the lordly knights and the lions of Now the first 

to open the gate of battle was Rustam, who urged his charger into 
mid-field and cried out, '"God is most Great! I am Rustam, 
champion-in-dhief of the Arabs and Afamis. Who is for dlting, 
who is for fighting? Let no sluggard come out to me this day nor 
weakling!” Tiien there rushed forth to him a champion of the 
Persians; the two charged each other and there befd between 
them a sore fight, till Rustam sprang upon his adversary and 
smote him widi a mace he had with him, seventy pounds in 
weight, and beat his head down upon his breast, and he fell to the 
earm, dead and in bis blood drowned. This was no li^t matter 
to Sabur and he commanded his men to cha^e; so they drave at 
the Moslems, invoking the aid of the light-giving Sun, whilst the 
True Believers called for help upon the Magnanimous King, But 
the Ajamis, the Miscreants, outnumbered the Arabs, the \l 0 slem 5 , 
and made them drain the cup of death; which when GharA saw 
he drew bis sword Al-Mahik and crying out his war-cry, fell upon 
the Persians, with Kaylajan and Kurajan at either stirrup; nor 
did be leave playing upon them with blade till he hewed his way 
to the standard-bearer and smote him on the head with the flat of 
his sword, whereupon be fell down in a fainting-fit and the two 
Marids bore him off to their camp. When the Persians saw the 
standard fall, they turned and and for the city-gates made; 
but the Moslems followed them with the blade and they crowded 
together to enter the city, so that they could not shut the gates 
and there died of them much people. Then Rustam and Sa’adan, 
Jamrkan and Sahim, Al-Damigh, Kaylajan and Kurajan and all 
the braves Mohammedan and the champions of Faith Unitanan 
fell upon the miSbelievmg Persians in the gates, and the blood of 
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the Kafe ran in the streets like a torrent all they threw.' do>m 
their arms and harness and caUed out for quarter; whereuf^n the 
Moslems stayed thdr swords from the slaughter drovje tten to 
their tents, as otic driveth a flock of sheep. Mean^vhiie Ghanb 
returned to his pavilion, where he dofled his grar and ^’^^pd him' 
sdi of the blood of the Infidels; after which he donned ^ roj,'^ 
robes and sat down on his chair of estate. Then he c^ed for 
King of the Persians and said to him* “O dog of the Ajams* what 
ino4l thee to deal thus with thy daughter? How thou ^ 
unworthy to be her baron?" And Sabur answer^, saying, O 
King punish me not because of that deed which 1 did; for 
repwit meand confronted thee not in fight but in my fear of th«. 
When Ghanb heard these words be bade throw him flat and beat 
him So they bastinadoed him, till he could no longer ^ 

cast him among the prisoners. Then Ghaiib eqxjunded Ai-tsbm 
fo the Persians and one hundred and twenty thousand of them 
embraced The Faith, and the rest be put to the si^rd. Moreov^ 
all the cidtens professed Al^lslam and Ghanb mounted and 
entered in great state the dty Isbanir Al^Mai^m, Nvent 

into the KingV palace and sitting down on Sabur 5 thronei gave 
robes and largesse and distributed the booty and treasute 
the Arabs and Persians, wheretore diey loved him and wi^edhim 
victory and honour and endurance of days. But Fakhr Taj s 
mother remembered her daughter and raised the voice of mourning 
for her, and the palace was filled with wails and cries. Gn^ib 
beard Uiis and entering die Harini, asked the women what ailw 
them, whereupon die Princess s moiherc^e forward and sard, O 
my lord, thy presence put me in mind of my daughter and how 
she would have joyed in thy coming, had she been alive and weH. 
Ghanb wept for her and sitting dowm on his throne, called for 
Sabur, and they brought him stumbling in his shackles. Quoth 
Gharib to him, "O dog of the Persians, what didst thou do with 
thy daughter?” ”1 gave her to such an tme and such an one," 
quoth the King, "saying, ‘Drown her in tlie river Jayhun,' ” So 
Gharib sent for the two men and asked them, "Is what he saith 
true?" Answered they, "Yes; but, O King, we did not drown 
her, nay we took pity on her and left her on the bank of the 
jayhun, saying, ‘ Save thyself and return not to the dty, lest the 

‘'•RcpcflUnct idiwui dir pcmtisit’' ti » fatimriT* «id noble Mnm poputer in AL 
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King sby thet and slay vis with thee.* This is all we know of her. 
—And Sbahraiad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say 
her permitted say. 


tt toas l^ie ifeix J&unhrrti anli ^htnltcrti 

She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King that the 
two men ended the tale of Fakhr Taj with these wonK we 
left her upon the bank of the nver Jayhun!” Now, when Ghai^ 
heard this he bade bring the astrologers and smd to them, a^e 
me a board of geomancy and find out wl^t is 
and whether she is still in the bonds of life or dead. They did 
so and said, “O King of the age, it ta mamfest to us that^c 
Princess is alive and hath borne a male child; but she is w'lth a 
tribe of the Jinn, and wiU be parted from thee tw-enty years; 
count, therefore, how many years thou hast been absent m travel. 

So he reckoned up the years of lus absence and found them eight 
years and said, ‘There is no Majesty and there is no sav^ 

in Allah, the Glorious, the Great!"* Then he sent for aj ^ur s 
Governors of towns and strongholds and they came and <hd li|rn 
homage. NW one day after this, as he sat in his pala^, behoU 
a cloud of dust appeared in the distance and spread till it 
the whale land and darkened the horizon. So he summoned the 
CW’O Marids and bade them reconnoitre, and they went form 
under the dust'doud and snatching up a horsciMn of the ad- 
vancing host, returned and set him dowi^lorcGhanb, raying, 
“Ask diis I'dlow, for he is of die army.” Quoth Gl^b, Whose 
power is this?” and the man answered, "O King, tis army 
Khirad $hah,= King of Shiras who is come forth ^ 

Now the cause of Khirad Shall s coming w^ this, ^en Ghanb 

defeated Saburs aimy. as hatli ^ 

prisoner, die Kings son fled, with a Imndful of Hk fathers force 

and ceased not flying till he reached the aty of 
xvent into King Khirad Shall and kis^d g^nd before him 
whilst the tean ran down his cheeks. When the King saw him m 
this case, he raid to him. ‘'lift diy head, O youth, and ceU me 

"KifUS Jntcliiems"! il hi* a Judicraui «und 
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what makcth thee weep.” He replietl, "O King, a King of the 
Arabs, by name Ghanb, hath fallen on \js and capnired me King 
my sire and slain the Persians making them drain the cup of 
death.” And he told him all that had passed from first to last. 
Quoth Khirad Shah, “Is my wife’ well?” and quoth the Prince. 
“Gharib hath taken her." Cried the King "As my head livettj 
I wili not leave a Badawi or a Moslem on the face of the earth!" 
& he wrote letters to his Viceroys, who levied their troops and 
joined him with an army which when reviewed numbered eighty' 
five thousand men. Then he opened his armouries and distributed 
anns and armour to the troops, after which he set out with 
and journeyed till he came to Isbanir, and all encamped before 
the city gate. Hereupon Kaylajan and Kurujan came in to 
Ghanb and kissing his knee, said to him. "O our Lord, heal our 
hearts and give us this host to our share.” And he said. “Up 
and at theml" So the two Marids flew aloft high in the lift 
and lighting down in the pavilion of the King of Shiras, found 
him seated on his chair of estate, with the Prince of Persia, 
Wmd Shah son of Sabur, sitting on his right hami and about him 
his ^ptains, with whom he was taking oounsd for the slaughter 
of the h/Ioflems. Kaylafan came forward and caught up the 
Pmcc and Kmajan snatched up the King and the twam flew back 
with them to Gharib, who caused beat them till they fainted. 
Then the Marids returned to the Shiratian camp and. drawing their 
swords, which no mortal man had strength to wield fell upon the 
Mtsbdievcrs and Allah hurried their souls ro the Fire and abiding' 
place dire, whilst they saw no one and nothing save two swori 
flashmg and reaping men. as a husbandman reaps com. So they 
left thar tents and mounting their horses bare backed, fled- and the 
Mands pimsi^ them two days and slew of them much people- 
mter which they returned and kissed Gharib‘s hand. He thanked 
them for Ae deed they had done and said to them. “The spoil of 
roe Inndds cs youis alone- none shall share with you therein ** 
& ^ey called down blessings on him and going forth, gather^ 
the booty together and abode in their own homes. On thiswise it 
with them; but as n^ds Gharib and his Leges And 
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Sie resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that after 
Gharib had put to flight the host of Khirad Sh^, he bade 
Kaylajan and Kumjan take the spo3 to their own possession nor 
share it with any; so they gathered the booty and abode in thdr 
own homes. Meanwhile the remains of the beaten force ceased 
not flying till they reached the city of Shiras and there lifted up 
the voice of weeping and began the ceremonial lamentations for 
those of them that had been slain. Now King Khirad Shah had a 
brother Sirin the Sorcerer hight, than whom there was no greater 
wizard in his day, and he lived apart from his brother in a certain 
stronghold, called the Fortalkc of Fruits.* in a place abounding in 
trees and streams and birds and blooms, half a day's journey from 
Shiras. So the fugitives betook them thither and went in to Siran 
the Sorcerer, weeping and wailing aloud. Quoth he, "O folk, 
what garreth you weep?" and they told him all that had happened, 
especially how the two Maiids had carried off bis brother Khirad 
Shah; whereupon the light of his eyes became night and he said, 
"By the Tfirtue of my faith. I will certainly slay Gharib and all his 
men and leave not one alive to tell the tale!" Then he pno' 
noun red certain magical words and summoned the Red King, who 
appeared and Siran said to him, "Fare for Isbanir and fall (Si 
Gharib, as he sictedi upon his throne.” Replied he, "Hearkening 
and obedience!" and, gathering his troops, repaired to Isbanir 
and aiigailetl Gharib, who seeing him, drew his sword AloMahik 
and he and Kayhjan and Kurajan fell upon the army of the Red 
King and slew of them iive hundred and thirty and wounded the 
King bin'self with a grevious wound; whereupon he and his people 
fled and stayed not in thdr flighty till they reached the FortaJice 
of Fruits and went into Siran, crying out and e^daiming. "Woe!” 
and "Ruin!" And the Red King said to Siran, “O sage, Gharib 
hath with him the enchanted sword of Japhet son of Noah, and 
whomsoever he smiteth therew'ith he severcch him in sunder, and 
with him alfifi are two Marids from Mount Caucasus, given to him 
by King Mura'ash. He it is who slew the Blue King and Barkan 
Lord of the Camelian City, and did to death much people of the 

* THfi name doo not «ppc:±T tilt Ful-cJa^ m, Eoiuan Cmhii^n here 
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Jinn.” When the Enchanter heard this* he said to the Red King 
”Go,** and he went his ways; whereupon he resumed his conjura¬ 
tions, and calling up a Marid, by name Zu'izi'a gave Kini a drachm 
of levigated Bh^g and said to him, "Go thou to Isbanir and 
enter King Gharib's palace and assume the form of a sparrow. 
Wait till he fall asleep and chare be none with him; then put the 
Bhang up his nostrils and bring him to me." “To hear is to 
obey," replied the Klarid and flew to Isbanir, where, changing 
himself into a sparrow, he perched on the window of the p^ace 
and waited till all Gharib's attendants retired to their rooms 
and the King himself slept. Then he flew down and going up to 
Ghanb, blew the powdered Bhang into his nostrils, dll he lost 
his senses, whereupon he wrapped him in the bed-coverlet and 
flew off with him, like the stonn-wind, to the Fortallce of Fruits; 
where be arrived at midnight and laid his priae before Siran. The 
Sorcerer thanked him and would have put Gharib to death, as he 
lay senseless under Bhang; but a man of his people withheld hira 
saying, '“O Sage, an thou slay him, his friend King Mura'ash 
will fall On us with all his Ifrits and lay waste our realm."' 
"How then shall we do with him?" a^cd Siran, and the other 
answered, "Cast him into the Jayhun while he is still in Bhang 
and he shall be drowned and none will know who threw him in." 

Siran bade the Marid take Gharib and cast him into Jayhun 

river.-And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

to say her permitted say. 

ti tuasf (he feix S&tinbreli anh ^bentp-^ctonJi 

She resumed. It hath r^ched me, O auspicious King, that the 
Marid took Gharib and carried him to the Jayhun purposing to 
cast him therein, but it was grievous to him to drown him, where¬ 
fore he made a raft of wood and binding it with cords, pushed it 
out (and Gharib thereon) into the current, which carried it away. 
Thus f^cd it with Gharib; but as regards his people, when they 
awoke in the morning and went in to do their service to their 
King, they found him not and soring his rosary on the throne, 
awaited him awhile, but he came not. So they sou^t out the 
head Chamberlain and said to him, "Go into the Harim and look 
for the King: for it is not his habit to carry till this time." 
Accordingly, the Chamberlain entered the Senuglio and enquired 
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for the King, but the women said, “Since yesterday we have not 
seen him.“ Themipon he returned and told the Officers, who 
were confounded and said, “Let us see if he have gone to cahe his 
pleasure in the gardens." Then they went out and questioned the 
gardeners if they had seen the King, and they answered, No; 
whereat they were sore concerned and searched all the garths till 
the end of the day, when they returned in tears. Moreover, the 
two Marids sou^t for him all round the city, but came back 
after three days, without having happened on any tidir^s of him. 
So the people donned black and made their complaint to the 
Lord of all worshipping men who doth as he is fain. Mean' 
while, the current bore the raft along for five days till it brought 
it to die salt sea, where the waves disported with Gharib and his 
stomach, being troubled, threw' up the Bhang, Then he opened 
his eyes and finding himself in the midst of the main, a plaything 
of the billcws, said, "There is no Majesty and there is no Might 
save in Allah, the Glorious, the Great! Would to Heaven I wot 
who hath done rbk deed by me!" Presendy as he lay, perplexed 
concerning his case, lo! he caught sight of a ship sailing by and 
signalled with his siee\-e to the sailors, who came to him and took 
him up, sajing, “Who art thou and whence comest thou?" He 
replied, “E>o ye feed me and give me to drink, till T recover my' 
self, and after 1 will tell you who 1 am," So they brought him 
water and victual, and be ate and drank and A lliih restored to him 
his reason. Then he asked them, “O folk, what countrymen are 
ye and what is your Faith?;" and they answered, "We are from 
Karaj^ and we worship an idol called Minkash." Cried Gharffi, 
“Perdition to you and your idol! O dogs, none is worthy of wor* 
ship save Allah who created all things, who saith to a thing Be! and 
it becometh." When they heard this, they rose up and fell upon 
him in great wrath and would have him. Now he was 

without weapons, but whomsoever he struck, he smote down and 
deprived of life, rill he had felled forty men, after which they over' 
came him by force of numbers and bound him fast, saying, “We 
will not slay him save in our own land, that we may first show him 
to our King." Then they sailed on till they came to the city of 
Karaj. And Shahra^d perceived the dawn of day and ceased 
saying her permitted say. 


^ A town in Pcnttiiir Irat.unha tniilv hr ffwii i3i« "£*I( «i. 
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lititn it ttie anb ia«t}ent]p'tt<rb 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspido^ King, that when 
the At p’j, CTew sdxed Gharib and bound him fast they said, 'We 
will not slay him save in our own land.** Then they sailed on till 
they came to the city of Kara], the builder whereof was an 
Amalebtc, fierce and furious; and he had set up at each gate of the 
dty a magical figure of copper which, w-hene^'cr a stranger cn' 
tcred, blew a blast on a trumpet, that all in the dty heard it and fell 
upon the stranger and slew him, except they embraced their creed. 
When Gbarib entered the dty, the figure stationed at the gate 
blew such a horrible blast that the King was affrighted and going 
into liis idol, found fire and smoke issuing from its mouth, nose 
and eyes. Now a Satan Imd entered the belly of the idol and 
speaking aa with its tongue, said, "O King, there is come do thy 
dty one hight Gbarib, K^g of Al-!rak, who biddeth the folk quit 
their belief and worship his Lord; wherefore, when they bring him 
before thee, look thou spare him not.** So the King went out 
and sat down on his throne; and presently, the sailors brought in 
Gharib and set him before the presence, saj-ing, **0 King, we 
found this youth shipwrecked in the midst of the sea, and he is a 
Kafir and beheveth not in our gods,” Then they told him all 
that had passed and the King said, '*Carry him to the house of 
the Great Idol and cut his throat before him , so haply our god 
may look lovingly upon us.” But the Wad* said, “O King, it 
befitteth not tosbughter him thus, for he would die in a moment; 
better we imprison him and build a pyre of fuel and bum him 
with fire.” Thercupwn the King commanded to cast Gharib into 
gaol and caused wood to he brought, and they made a mighty 
pyre and set fire to it, and it burnt bll the morning. Then the 
King and the people of the dty came forth and the Ruler sent to 
fetch Gharib; but his lieges found him not; so they returned and 
told their King who said, "And how made he his escape?*' 
Quoth they, "We found the chains and shackles cast dewn and 
the doors fast locked," Whereat the King marvelled and asked, 
“Hath this fellow to Heaven up flown or into the earth gone 
down?;” and they answered, "We know not.*' Then said the 
King, "I will go and question my God, and he will inform me 
whither be is gone.” So he rose and went in, to prostrate himself 
to his idol, but found it not and began to rub 1^ eyes and say, 
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“Am I in deep or on waker* Then he turned ra his Wazir 
and said to him, "Where is my God and where is my prisoner? 
By my faith, O dog of Wasirs, baddest thou not counsdled me to 
hum him, 1 had slaughtered him; for it is he who hath stolen my 
god and fled; and there is no hdp but 1 take blood'w^ of 
bimt" T ht*n he drew hts sword and struck off the Wasir s head. 
Now there was for Gharib s escape with the idol a sprang cauK 
and it was On rhts wise. When they had shut him up in a cell 
adjoining the doomed shrine under which stood the idol, he net 
to pray editing ’ upon the name of Almighty Allah and seeking 
ddiveranoe of Him, to whom be honour and glory! m Kl^d 
w'ho had charge of the idol and spoke in its name, heard him 
and fear got Hold upon his heart and he said, "O shame upon me! 
Who is du6 seeth me while 1 sec him not?" So he in 
to Gharib and throw'ing himself at his-feet, said to him, O my 
Lord, what must I say that 1 may become of thy company 
and enter thy religion?" Replied Ghanb, Say, The^ is no 
god hut the God and Abraham is the Frioid of God. So the 
hlarid pronounced the profession of Faith and was enroued among 
the people of felicity. Now his name was Za ltal , son of 
Al'MusaM.’ one of the Chiefs of the Kings of the Jinn. Thra 
he unbound Gharib and taking him and the idol, made for the 

higher air.-^And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and 

erased to say her permitted say, 

lBf}m ft toast Hie J^imhrcli srib ^bratp-fourth ^ish*. 

She said, it hath reached me, O auspicious Kmg, that the 
Marid took up Gharib and the idol and made for the iughrr 

Such was his CAsc; but as regards the King, when ^ ^Idio-s 
saw what had befallen and the slaughter of the Waz^ they 
renounced the worship of the idol and drawing their swords^ ^ 
the King; after which they fell on one another^ and the sword 
went round amongst them three days^ tifl there abo^ but 
two men^ one of whom prevailed over the other and hiUed mm. 
Then the boys attacked the suiv'ivor and slew him and to 
hgbtmg amongst themsdives, till they were all killed; ^d the 
women and girls fled to the hamlets and forted vitoges; wherefore 
the city became desert and none dwelt therein but the owl 
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So 

Mernwhik, the Marid Zalzal Qcw widi Gharib cowards his own 
oouiicryt the Island of Cajnphor and the Castle of Crystal and 
the Land of the Enchanted Calf, so called because its King 
Muzakil, had a pied calf, which he had clad in bousing b^dcd 
■with red goH and worsiypped as a god. One day the King a^d 
his people went in to the calf and found him trembling; so the 
King said. *‘0 my God, what hath troubled thee?" w'henrupm 
the Satan in tb^ calTs belly cri^d out and saidi O 
verily thy son bath deserted to the Fiiith of Abraham the Friend, 
at the hands of Gharib Lord of Al-Irakf and went on to tell 
him all that had passed from hrst to lasti ^iVhen the King heard 
the words of his r^lf he was confounded and going forth, ^t 
down upon Kis throne. Then he summoned his Grandees who 
came in a body, and he told them what he had heard from 
idol whereat they marvelled and said, ‘^'What shall we do, O 
King?"’ Quoth he, '"When my son cometh and ye sec hhn 
embrace him, do ye lay hold of him. And they 
‘‘Hearkening and obedience!” After two days came Zakal and 
Gbaiib, with the King’s idol of Karaj, but no sooner had they 
entered the palace-gate than the Jinn seited on them and 
carried them before Al'Kiusalzil, who looked at his son with 
eyes of ire and said to him, "O dog of the Jann, h^t thou 
left thy Faith and that of (by fathers and grandfathers?" Quoth 
Zakai, "1 have embraced the True Faitb, and on like wise do 
thou (Woe he to thee!) seek salvation and thou shalt be saved 
from the wrath of the King Almighty in sway. Creator of^^ight 
and Day." Therewith his father waxed wroth said, “O son 
of adultery, dost confront me with these words?" Then he ba^ 
dap him iti prison and turning to Gharib^ said to hxm^ O 
wretch of a mor^, how hast thou abused my son's wit and 
seduced him from his Faith?" Quoth Gharib. "Indeed, I have 
brought him out of wrongousness into the way of righteoiwncss, 
out of Hell into Heaven and out of unfaith to the True Faith " 
Whereupon the King cried out to a Marid called Sayyar, saying, 
“Take this dog and cast him into the Wady of Fire, that he may 
perish." Now this valley was in the "Waste QuarteH" and 
was thus named from the excess of its heat and the flaming of its 


‘Arti. “ftubi'aUKhirtlli" or Rub»*«l-K)iill (Mtipiy qunner), tJw ipEii cenJnJ 
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fire which was so fierce diat none who went down therein could 
live an hour, hut was destroyed; and it was compassed abo^ 
by mountains high and slippy wherein was no op^g. ^ 
Savyar took up Gliarib and fiew with him towar^ the Valley 
of Fire tiU he came within an hour’s |ouniey thereof* when being 
weary .’he alighted in a valley full of tre^ and streams and fnii^. 
and setting down from his back Gharib chained ^ he was. fdl 
aslrep for fatigue. When Gharib heard him snore, he strove with 
his bonds tiU he burst them; then, taking up a^ Kci^ stone, 
he cast it down on the MaridV head and crashed^ his bmes. so 
that he died on the spot. Then he fa^ on into the valley — 
And Shahraaad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her 

pamitted say. 

{Shell ft toas J^ttnbrth onh S>cbentp*fift|| 

Sbecondniicd, Ithath reached me, O aujiiao^ King Gh™b 
after killing the Marid fared on inco the t^Ues- >r 

self in a great island in mithocean, full of all fruits that iip 
and tongue could desire. So he ^ alone on 
drinking of its vmters al^ eating of its ^ 

he caught, and days and years passed over him, cUl he 

fiojour^thaeinhissoUMde scv’en yei^^ 

hold there came down on him from the air rwo Mari^, 

S; and seeing him they said,;Who art thou, O fe^w 

and of which of the tribes art thou? Now th^ took^ for a 
Jinai, because his hair was grown long; and he rephed, 

"I am not of the Jann" wbereu^ th^ questioned hun 
told them all that had befallen him. for him ^d 

one of the Ifrits said, "Abide thou here till we bear these two 
Iambs to our King, that he may break Hk f^c on the 
sup on the other, and after we will come 

thine own country" He thanked them and said, Whaeberthc 
lambs?" Quoth they, ‘Tliese two rnort:^ are the bmbs. 

Gharib said, ‘T tJike refuge with Alkdi the God of Abrahan^e 
Friend, the Lord of all creatures, who h^h pi^^ over 
thinel" Then the Marids flew aw'ay and Gh^ib abode awaiting 
them two days, when one of them return^, bringing wi _ , 
suit of clothes wherewith he dad him. 

Hew with him sky-high out of sight of iwtied 

the angels glorifying God in Heaven, and a flaming shaft issued 
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from amongst diem and made for the Man'd, who fied from it 
towards the earth. The meteor pursued him, till he came within 
a spear's cast of the ground, when Charib leaped from his 
shoulders and the fiery shaft m'ertook the Mand, who became a 
heap of ashes. As for Gharib, he fell into the sea and sank two 
fathoms deep, after which he rose va the surface and swam for 
two days and two njgbts>, till his strength failed him and he made 
certain of deadi. But, on the third day as he was despairing 
he cau^t si^t of an island steep and mountainous^ so he swam 
for it and landing, walked on inland, where he rested a day and a 
night, leedmgon the growth of the ground. Then heclimboi to the 
mountain top, and, dreading the oppositedope, fared on two days 
till he came in sight of a walled and bulwarked dry, abounding in 
trees and rills. He walked up to it; but, w'hen he reached the 
gate, the warders seit;ed on him, and carried him to tbdr Queen, 
whose name was Jan Shah.* Now she was five hundred years 
old, and every man w'ho entered the dty, they brought to her 
and she made him sleep with her, and when he had done his 
work, she 4ew him and so had she slain many men. When she 
saw (^arib, he pleased her mightily; so she asked him, "What be 
thy name and Faith and whence comes c thou?" and he answered, 
"My name is Gharib King of Irak, and I am a Moslem." Said 
she, *'Lcave this Creed and enter mine and I wd] marry thee 
and make thee King." But he looked at her with eyes of ire and 
cried, "Perish thou and thy faith!" Cried she, "Dost thou 
blaspheme my idol, which is of red camelian, set with pearb and 
gems?" And she called out to her men, saying, "Imprison him 
in the house of the idol; haply it wiU soften his heart." So they 
shut him up in the domed shrme and locking the doors upon him, 

went their way.-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 


fflficn tt toafi (fir IBttnbreh onh ^ebtntp-mxtfi 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that w'hen 
diey took Gharib, they jailed him in the idol's domed shrine; and 
locking the doors upon him, went their way. As soon as they 
were gone. Gharib gazed at the idol, w'hich was of red cametian. 


^ Pen- ^'lifc Kirigp" wonieii nlto niume ihc title of Shah- 
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with collars of pearls and precious stones about its neck, and 
presently he went close to it anti lifting it up, dashed it on the 
ground and brake it in bits: after which he lay down and slept 
till daybreak. When morning tnortowed, the Queen seat on 
her throne and said, "O men, bring me tire prisoner ” So they 
opened the temple doors and entering, found the i Jul bfok^ m 
piecesT whereupon they bulfeted their faces till the blood ran 
from the comers of their eyes. Then they made at Gharih to 
geize him; hut be smote one ot them with his trst and slew bun, 
and so did he with another' and yet another, till he had slain 
fivc'and'tw'cnty of them and the rest fled and went in to 
Jan Shah, shrieking budly. Quoth she, “What is the mart^. 
and quoth they, *Thc prisoner hath broken thine idol and to 
thy men," and told her all that had passed, ''^en she heard thi^ 
she cast her crown to the ground and said, 'There ^ no worth 
left m idols!” Then she mounted amid a thousand flghting'pcn 
and rode to the temple, where she found Gharib tad gotten him a 
sword and come forth and was slaying men and overthroui ing 
warriors. When she saw his prow'^, her heart was drowns m 
the love of hi^ and she said to h€r3df> I have no need oi th^ 
idol and care for naught save this Gharib, that he may lie 
hosom the rest of my life." Then she cried to her men. Hold 
aloof from him and leave him to liimself!’’: then, going up to 
him she muttered certain magical words, whereupon ms arm 
became benumbed, his forearm relaxed and the sword droppra 
from his hand. So the>’ seized him and pinioned him, as he 
stood confounded. stupi£ed. Then the Queen returned to 
palace and seating hersaf on her seat of estate, bade her people 
withdraw and leave Gharib with her. When they were alone, she 
said to him, “ O dog of the Arabs, wilt thou shiver my idd and 
sl^y my pcopk?^^ He repLisd* O accursed wouicint be 
a god h£; had defended hiniself! QuoiJh she^ Stroke mt and I 
will forgive thee all thou hast done. But he repbed^ sayingi 
“I wiU do nought of this/* And she said^ By the 
faithi 1 will torture thee with grievous torturet took 

water and conjuring ovier it, sprmkled it upon him and he bcc^i&e 
an ape. And she used to feed and water and keep him ^ a 
closet* appointing one to care for him; and in this plight he abode 
two years. Then she caUed him to her one day and said to hm, 
*^Wi]t thou hearken to me?" And he signed to her with his 
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head, ‘‘Yes.” So she rejoiced iiod freed him from the enchant^ 
menc. Then she brought him food and he ate and tayeA ixdth 
her and kissed her, so that she trusted in him* When it was 
night she lay down and said to him , “Com^ do thy businc^/' 
He replied, '* Tis well;” and, mounting on her breast, seised her 
by the neck and brake it, nor did he arise from her tili life had 
left her. Then, seeing an open cabinet, he went in and found 
there a sword of damascened' seed and a targe of Chinese iron; 
so he armed himself cap^-pie and waited till the day. As soon 
as it was morning, he went forth and stood at the gate of the 
palace. When the Emirs came and would have gone in to do their 
iervke to the Queen, they found Gharib standing at the gate, clad 
in complete war-gear; and he said to them, “O folk, leave the 
service of idols and worship the All-wise King, Creator of Night 
and Day, the Lord of mem, the Qukkener of dry bones, for He 
made all things and bath dominion over all." When the Kafir s 
heard this, they ran at him, but he fell on them like a rending 
lion and charged through them again and again, slaying of them 

much people;-And Shahraxad perceived the dawn of day 3 n.rf 

ceased saying her permitted say, 

HlJjcn if toast tlje ^ix ©anhrch iinh deHmiP-ftbeiUtr 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, diar when 
the Kafirs fell upon Gharib, he slew of them much people; but, 
when the night came, they overcame him by dint of numDers and 
would have taken him by strenuous effort, w'hen behold, there 
descended upon the Infidels a thousand Marids, undtf the 
command of Zahal, who plied them with the keen sabre and 
made them drink the cup of destruction, whilst Allah hurried 
their souls to Hell-fire, till btrt few were left of the people of Jan 
Shah to tell the tale and the rest cried out, “Quarter! Quarter!” 
and believed in the Requiting King, whom no one thing dK-erteth 
from other thing, the Destroyer of the Jababitah® and Extermi' 
nacor of the Akasirah, Lord of this world and of the next. Then 


tftc w^tciy or 'wa.vy piaHt tipon Eurem bLaslci b ike 

^jjiuhir/' lie,*Jewel, Tkfi peculsHrity it also talkd vratcr and gr^rr, which gavi^ rw eo i 
bcM t of pumnunmdttj Arid ccncrica more of 
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Zalzal aaluted Gharib and gave him joy of his safety; and 
Gharib said to him, “How Imowest thou of my case?" and he 
replied, “O my lord, my father kept me in prison two years, after 
sending thee to the Valley of Fire; then he released me, and I 
abode with him another year, till I was restored to favour with 
him, when 1 slew him and his troops submitted to me. I ruled 
them for a year s space till, one ni^t, I lay down to sleep, 
having thee in thought, and saw thee in a dream, fighting against 
the people of Jan Shah; wherefore I took these thousand Marids 
and came to thee,” And Oharib niar\''elled at this happy con' 
juncture. Then he seized upon Jan Shah a treasures and those of 
the slain and appointed a ruler over the city; alter which the 
Marids took up Gharib and the monies and he lay tlic same night 
in the Castle of Crystal. He abode Zatal's guest six months, 
when he desired to depart; so 7^lr,7A gave him rich presents and 
despatched three thousand Marids, who brought the spoils of 
Karaj-dty and added them to chose of Jan Sh^. Then Zal ra l 
load^ forty thousand Marids with the treasure and him'^Tf 
taking up Gharib, flew with his host towards the dty of Isbanir 
al'Madam where they arrived at midnight. But as Gharib 
glanced around he saw the walls invested on all sides by a 
conquering army,* as it were the surging sea, so be said to 7 ji 1V,^1 
“O my brother, what is the cause of this siege and whence came 
this army?” Then he alighred on the terraceTOof of his palace 
and cried out, saj-ing, “"Ho, Star o’ Mom? Ho, Mahdiyah!“ 
Whereupon the twain started up from sleep in amazement and 
said, “Who callcth us at this hour?" Quoth he, “Tis 1, your 
lord, Gharib, the Mar\'dlaus One of the deeds wondrous." W'^hen 
the Princesses heard their lord's voice, they rejoiced and so did 
the women and the eunuchs. Then Gharib went down to them 
and they threw themselves upon him and luliilooed with cries of 
joy, so that all the palace rang again and the Captains of the 
army awoke and said, “What is to do?" So they made for the 
palace and asked the eunuchs, “Hath one of the King's women 
given birth to a child?”; and they answered, "No; but rejoice 
ye, for King Gharib hath returned to you." So they rejoiced, 
and Gharib, after salams to the women came forth amongst his 
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comrades* who threw themselves upon him and kissed his hands 
feet, rctvtining thanJ^ to Almighty Allah and praising Him. 
^en he sat down on his throne, widi His officers sitting about 

them of the beleaguering army. They 
replied, *0 King, these troops sat down before the dty diree 
days ago and there arc amongst them Jinns as well as men; but 
we know not what they want, for we have had with them neither 
tottlc nor speech." And presently they added, "The name of 
the rar^ndff of the besieging army is Murad Shah and he hath 
With him an hundred thousand horse and three thousand foot 
b^dcs two hundred tribesmen of the Jinn/’ Now the manner 

of hjs coming was wcmtlrous.-And Shahraead perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased to say her |jermitt«J say. 


Glljttt it bias ifie j&tx j^unbreh anb ^beiilp-figbtl) i^igtn, 

She^d, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the cause 
oi this army coming upon Jsbantr city was wondrous. When 

Cl Sabur had charged to drown bis daughter 

axhr Taj, let hef go, bidding her flee for her life, she went forth 
distracted, unknowing whither to turn and saying, "Where is 
thine eye, O Ghanb, that thou mayst see my case and the misery 
I am in?'; and wandered on from country to country, and 
valley to valley, till die came to a Wady abounding in trees and 
strea^, in whose midst stood a strong based castle and a lofty^ 
budded ^ It were one of the pavilions of Paradise. So she betook 
herself thither^d entering the fortalice, found it hung and car- 
peted with stxiiis of oilt 3nd great pi^ty of gold 2 jid silver vessels' 
and therein were an hundred b^utiful damsds. When the 
maidens aw Fakhr Taj, they came up to her and saluted her 
deeming her of the v’irgins of the Jinn, and asked her of her 
ca^. Quoth she "I am daughter to the Persians' King;" and 
told them ^ that had befallen her; which when the>' heanh dtey 
xwpt over her ^d condoled with her and comforted her, saying 
& of good cheer and keep thine eyes cool and dear, for here 
Shalt thou have meat and drmk and raiment, and we ^ are thv 
handmaids." She called down blessings on them and they 
brought her food, of which she axe till she was satisfied Then 
quoth she to them, "Who is the owner of this palace and lord 
over you girb? and quoth they, "King Salsal. son of Dal, is 
our master; he passeth a night here once in every month and 
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farcth in the morning to mle over the tribes of the Jarm,'" So 
Fakhr Taj took up her abode with them and after B\x days she 
gave birth to a male child, as he were the moon. They cut his 
navel cord and kohl d his eyes then they named him Murad Shah, 
and he grew up in his mother's bp. After a while came King 
Salsal, riding on a paper'white elephant, as he were a tower 
plastered with lime and attended by the troops of the jinn. He 
entered the palace, where the hundr^ damsels met him and 
kissed ground before him, and amongst them Fakhr Taj. When 
King saw her, he looked at her and said to the others, “Who 
is damsel?”; and they replied, "She is the daughter of 

Sabim, King of the Persians and Turks and Daylami'tes." Quoth 
“Who brought her hither?" So they repeated to him her story; 
whereat he was moved to pity for her and said to her, “Grieve 
not, but take patience till thy son be grown a man, when 1 will 
go to the t^d of the Ajamis and strike off thy father s head from 
betw^ his shoulders and scat thy son on the throne in his 
stead." So she rose and kissed his hands and ble^ed him. Then 
she abode in the castle and her son grew up and was reared with 
the children of the King. They used to ride forth together 
a'hunting and birding and he became skilled in the chase o? wild 
beasts and ravening lions and ate of their flesh, till his heart 
h^ame harder than the rocL When he reached the age of 5fceen, 
his spirit wraxed big in him and be said to Fakhr Taj, “O my 
mamma, who ts my papa? She replied, “O my son, Gharib, 
King of Irak, is thy father and 1 am the ^ng s daughter, of the 
Persians," and she told him her story. Quoth he, ‘“'Did my 
grandfather indeed give orders to slay thee and my father 
Gharib?"; and quoth she, "Yes." Whereupon he, “By the 
claim thou hast on me for rearing me, I will assuredly gtt to 
fsj^er’s city and cut off his head and bring it into thy prc' 

sfinccj"-^And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 

GBlitn it \oas the ^ix anb #ttamtp‘mnif} 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that w'hen 
Murad Shah son of Fakhr Taj thus bespake his mother, she 
rejoiced in his sp^h. Now be used to go a-riding with two 
hundred Marids till he grew' to man's estate, when he and diey 
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fell to making raids and cutting the roads and they pushed 
chdr razzias ever farther till one day he attacked the city of 
Shiraz and took it. Then he procettled to the palace and cut off 
the King s head, as he sat on his throne, and slew many of his 
troops, whereupon the rest cried “Quarter! Quarter!" and kissed 
bis stirrups. Finding that they numbered ten thousand horse, he 
led them to Balkh, where he ^ew the King of the city and put 
his men to the rout and made himself master of die riches of the 
place. Thence he passed to Nurayn,^ at the head of an army of 
thirty thousand horse, and the Lord of Nurayn came cut to him, 
widi treasure and tribute, and did him homage. Then he went 
on to Samarcand of the Persians and took the city, and after that 
to Akhlat^ and took that town also; nor was there any city he 
came to but he captured it. Thus Murad Shah became the head 
of a mighty host, and aE the booty he made and spoils m the 
sundry cities he divided among his soldier^', who loved him for 
his valour and munificence. At last he came to Isbanir al'Madain 
and sat down before it, saying, “Let us wait rill the rest of my 
army come up, when I wdl seize on my grandfather and solace 
my mother's heart by smiting his nock in her presence." So be 
sent for her, and by reason of this, there was no baede for three 
days, when Gharib and Zakal arrived with the forty thousand 
Marids, laden with treasure and present. They asked concerning 
the besi^ers, but none could enlighten them beyond saying that 
the host had bcca there encamped for thrar days without a fight 
mking place. Presently came Fakhr Taj, and her son Murad 
Shah embraced her saying, “Sit in thy tent rill I bring thy 
father to diec.** And she sought succour for him of the Lord 
of the Worlds, the L>rd of the heavens and the Lord of the 
earths. Next morning, as soon as it was day, Murad Shah 
mounted and rode fordi. with the two hundred Marids on his 
right hand and the Kings of men on his left, whilst the kettle^ 
drums Eieat to battle. When Gharib heard this, he also took 
to horse and, calling his people to the combat, rode out, w'ith 
the Jinn on his dc.xter hand and the men on his siniscra]. Then 
came forth Murad Shah, armed cap^'pie and drave his charger 
right and left, crying, “O folk, let none come forth to me but 
your King. If he conquer me, he shall be lord of both armies. 


1 In TurkatAni The name majn lighct-" 
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and if I conquer him, I will slay him, as I have slain others.*' 
When Gharib heard his speech, he said, “Avaunt, O dog of the 
Arabs?” And they chained at each ocher and lunged with 
lances, till they broke, th^ hewed at each other with swords, 
m 1I the blades were notched; nor did they cease to advance and 
retire and wheel and career, tiD the day was half spent and their 
horses fell down under them, when they dismount^ and gripped 
each other. Then Murad Shah seizing Gharib lilted him up and 
strove to dash him to the ground; but Gharib caught him by 
the ears and pulled hi m with his might, till it seemed to the 
youth as if the heavens were falling on the earth* and he cried 
out, with his heart in his mouth, saying, “I yield myself to thy 

mercy, O Knight of the Age?” So Gharib bound him,-And 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 


Sihtti it bras the ibtx ibutthrrb onh eighttetft 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Gharib caught Murad Shah by the ears and well nigh tore them 
off be cried, “I yield myself to thy mercy, O Kn^ht of the Age!” 
So Gharib bound him, and the Mands his comrades would have 
charged and rescued him, but Gharib fell on them w'ith a thousand 
Marids and was about to smite them down, when they cried out, 
“Quarter? Quancr!” and threw away th^ arms. Then Gharib 
returned to his Shahmiy^ah which was of green silk, embroidered 
with red gold and set with pcark and gems; and, seating himself 
on his throne, called for Muiad Shah. So they brought him, 
shuffling in his manacles and shackles. When the priwner saw 
Khn, he hung down his head for shame; and Gharib said to him, 
“O dog of die Arabs, who art thou that thou shouldst ride foi^ 
and measure thyself against kings?” Replied Murad Shah, O 
my lord, reproach me not, for indeed I have^^cxcuse. Quoth 
Gharib, “What manner of excuse hast thou? ; And quoth he, 
“Know, O ray lord, tl^t I came out to avenge my mother and 
my father on Sabur, King of the Persians; for he would have 
■'d.i t'n them; but my mother escaped and I know not wThether 

* Thif It the ItulicTWf ImdslcfiT bt ite wKJeh juidiiEt Von RAmtncr 1 mispidea* 
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he billed my father or not.” When Gharib heard these words, 
he replied, “By Allah, thou art iodeed excusable f But who were 
thy father and mother and what arc their names?" Murad Shah 
said, “My sire was Gharib, King of Al-Irak, and my mother 
Fafchr Taj, daughter of King Sabur of Persia/’ When Gharih 
heard thts^ he gave a great cry and fell down fainting. They 
sprinkled rose-water on him, till he came to himsdf, when lie 
said to Murad Shah, “Art thou indeed Gharib's son by Fakhr 
Taj?"j and he repUed, “Yes," Cried Ghanb, “Thou an a 
champtoiif the son of a champion. Loose my child!" And 
Sahim and Kaylajan went up to Murad Shah and set him free. 
Then Gharib embraced his son and, seating him beside himself, 
said to hirrij "Where is thy mother?" “She is with me in my 
tent," answered Murad Shah; and Gharib said, "Bring her to 
me." So Murad Shah mounted and repaired to his camp, where 
his comrades met him, rejoicing in his safety, and asked him of 
his case; but he answered, "This is no time for questions." 
Them he went in to bis mother and told her what had passed; 
whereat she was gladdened with exceeding gladness; sc he 
carried her to Ghar^, and they two embraced and rejoiced in 
each other. Then Fakhr Taj and Murad Shah islamised and 
expounded The Faith to their troops, who all made profession 
with heart and tongue. After this, Gharib sent for ^bur and 
his son Ward Shah, and upbraided them for their evil dealing 
and expounded Al-Islam to them: but they refused to profess; 
wherefore he crucified them on the gate of the dty and the people 
decorated the town and held high festival. Then Gharib crowned 
Murad Shah with the crown of the Chosroes and made him King 
of the Persians and Turks and Medes; moreover, be made his 
unde Al'Damigh, King over Al-Irak, and all the peoples and 
lands submitted themselves to Gharib. Then he abode in his 
kingship, doing jusdoe among his lieges, wherefore all the people 
bved him, and he and his wives and comrades ceased not from 
all solace of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights 
and Sonderer of Societies, and extolled [je the perfection of Him 
wh(^ glory endureth for e:\'er and aye and whose boons embrace 
all His creatures! This is every thing that hath come down to 

us of the history of Gharib and Ajib.-And Abdullah bin 

Ma’amar aJ'Kaysi hath thus related die tale of 
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OTTBAH’ AND RAYYA. 

I WENT one y«ar on the pilgrimage to the Holy House of Allah, 
and when I had accompU^ed my pilgrimage, I turned back for 
visitation of die tomb of the Prophet, whom Allah bless and 
keep! One night, as I sat in the garden,* betweai the to:^ and 
the pulpit, I heard a low moaning in a soft voice; so I listened 
to it and it said, 

’'Have the doves due moan m the btuvuee • Wokt grief in thy heart and 
breii misoy? 

Or doth memory of maiden in beauty deckt • Cause this doubt tn thee, 
this despendenqr? 

O night, thou art iongBome for love-sick qsnte * Ccoaplaining of Love and 
its e cata cyi 

Thou makot him wakeful, vdio bums with firs * Of a love, like the live 

coals ardency. * r l 

The moon is wimeas my heart is held * By a inoomight btow of the 

bri^test bJec: > lj , u 

I rtokt not to sec me by Love ensaared * Tfll enfimred before t coulo 

reck or set" 


Then the voice ceased and not knowir^ whence it came to me 
I abode perplexed; but to! it again rook up its lament and 
recited. 


“Came Raj'ya's phantom to gneve ihy s^ht * In the thickest gloom of the 

bkek-haited Ni(^! » . , , 

And hath love of dumber deprived those eyes • And die phantom-vtaon 
vexfd thy sprits? 

1 cried to the Nig^, whose glooms we« like * Stas that surge and billow 
with might, with tnighti 

‘O Night, thou art longue to lover who • Hath 00 aid nor help save the 

inomitig lightT - * 

She replied, *Cmpbin not chat I im lof^i * Tis bvc the cause of thy 

lonesome pligntr 


»l ataaat imdemMul wby Trfbtniisi, fli., 45T, wiitn this -wd rrasrki 

thtt kis the “Olns snd Wr«” of Jted, clegsrdy tfindatnl by M. dc Ch«T m the JtMnwJ 
Ai^Attque^ vol. 1, 144. ^ . „ , _ ^ 

■ I bare dtseribed this pen of the Motlitriih Meeque lo PUgiMnsae a, S3-M. 
hsnie derives from s isyina of Mohemmed (of which (hm *« «*«y 
"Between HIT lorob end my pidpit h s »mlea «f the GwJau of ptiteUiu^, 

Anhts, pv S37>. The whole Southem potriev funt (mly ■ pm) now enjoy* that iwaouted 
riime Hid die deeariticwii jur inmidod w ftaggcit * pirtarrei 
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Now, at the first of the couplets, I sprang up and made for the 
quarter whence the sound came, nor had the voice ended repeating 
dicm, ere 1 was with the speaker and saw a youth of the utmost 
beauty, the hair of whose side face had not sprouted and in whose 

cheeks tears had worn tUiin trenches.-^And Shahraiad per 

cetved the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


fflbtn it teas the dix Ihnnhrch nnb CigbtP>ftrrft 

She continued, I thath reached me, O auspicious King, that Abdullah 
bin Ma'amar al-Kaysi thus continued r—So I sprang up and made 
for the quarter whence the sound came, nor had the voice ended 
repeating the verses, ere I was with the speaker and saw a youth 
on whose side face the hair had not sprouted and in whose cheeks 
tt^rs had worn twin trenches. Quoth I to him , “Fair befal thee 
for a youtbr’i and quoth he, “And thee alsoi Who art thou?” 
I replied, "Abdullah bin Ma'amar al-Kaysi;” and he sai^, "Dost 
thou want aught?” I rejoined, "I was sitting in the garden and 
naught hath troubled me this night but thy voice. With my life 
woidd I ransom thee! What ^eth thee?” He said, "Sit thee 
down.” So 1 sat down and he omtinued, "I am Otbah bin al- 
Hubiib bin al-Mundhir bin al'Jamub the Ansin,’ I wait out in 
the morning to the Mosque Al-Ahzab^ and occupied myself there 
awhile with prayer'bows and prostrations, after which I withdraw 
apart, to worship privily. But lol up came women, as they were 
moons, walking with a swaying gait, and surrorunding a damsel of 
passing loveliness, perfect in beauty and grace, who stopped before 
me and said, ‘O Otbah, what sayst thou of union with one who 
secketh union with thee?' Then she left me and went away; and 
since that time 1 have had no ddings of her nor come upon any 
trace of her; and bdiold, I am distracted and do naught but 
remove from place to pboe." Then he cried out and fell to the 


* MoHnrnmtdV cmnp|ta[on* * iAihib), numbcriiig vsme. fire fiiiniirftl^ wm liiviilcd \mo 

thr MyhijJmi a- Mnxuni who the ApotcEt to AJ- 

McdiaaJi \i 159) and the Amir (At£xilbirlca) or Meoiiius whip Invited him 

ta tHrir drv lent him zefJuui Aid (Ibid. \u 130). The cariAtajitiv occur In Arab 
hh-tjoty. 

* Tht “ of the Troop#/' jilA ciUcd Al^jpath (vietjOrrX tiff krgest d" the F^our 

MiMqtietr li 11 ml! a pUnc of pkMa ™nnan where pmycr m granted. KotiUi, chap, 
xxw.p «nd Pilgnumge ii. 
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ground fainting. When be came to hinisdf, it was as if the 
Hama-dc of his diceks were dyed with saHHowe;.' and he recited 
these couplets, 

Me y^Qti with my heart from far cOLUime * W(>u!d Heaven you abo 
me from far ccmtcl aee 

My heart and eyes for you are sorrowing; * My soul with you abides 
and you with me. 

I no joy in life when you're unseen • Or Heaven or Gania» of 
Eternity.*' 


Said I, **0 Otbah, O son of my unde, repent to thy Lord and 
crave pardon for thy sin: for before thee is the terror of standing 
up to Judgment.'* He replied, “Far be it from me so to do. 1 
shall never leave to fove till the two mimosa'ptherers return.’'* I 
abode with him till daybreak, when I said to him, “Come let us go 
to die Mosque Al-Ah^b,” So we went thither and sat there, dll 
we had prayed the midday prayers, when bl up came the women, 
but the damsel was not among them. Quoth they to him, O 
Otbah, what thinkest thou of her who seweth union with thee?" 
He said, *’And what of her?”; and they replied, “Her father hath 
taken her and departed to Al-Samawab."’ 1 asked them the 
name of the damsel and they said, “She is called Rayy^a, daughter 
of Al'Ghitrif al'Sulami,"* Whereupon Otbah raised his head and 
recited these %’erses, 

■"My friends. lUyyi hatb mounted soom a* morning shone, • And m 

Sajniw^^i wlldfl her caravun i* gow. 

My friends^ Tve wept till I can wtcp no more, Oh^ say* * Hati any ons 
a tear that 1 r^n caJee on 

■ Arab. with mto n^ciriiEi^a. The A<tmjrah ffSvw "it^Kuikum, 

cufcaniB^ lifjmii dincie; but pofmW iisaffc U to UiiW+ Kunum ur 

■a4Jlo*cr itnitoriash I aaw tht <hr«b ^wini all ^bout Hatji whith 

it, i.EicJ it b ptenriM i» Al-Yflmsji (Nlcbiihr, p- 133). whm wamirn liFccc it to ititn ihc 

«k1n a l^r yeikm anil jBrtwve freckkii it Is tbo an Internal sr™edy \n LrprMy, But the 
ffuiii uic u [baLoTiilye^ iumJ dw Tab itaincd mth Wki i*imivcml in wmeparta 
o/ Anbb. Sonriioi (p. 510) dcscfib« h ir l^rigth and that Etimpcan* 3n ¥^yt «» 
it Parror-Kcda"* kcaiac difi bifd find tbc Lcviflc trader '^Sa^rmuni-" 

^ Twt> nir" o( (be jrca.t *^Aiutfab ricc forth to K-nraij the Iitbt of the 

(Afwitf both used fnf tanninff^ aoil hctct rctnnuhi Hence the pmerb whidi 

it obsokte in ernivcnation. See Stm;kl«rdT. Frov. 6S9: where It taka ilie pJiice of 

** mJ KjJmdMi/* 

»Name of a desrft (Maffub) w^d * lettlejnetit on ihe Birphntea" bjnk betwrim 

>nd the AM of oia Kufdi war Kefbcla; ebr *«li visuuJua plw ii» Babjrbm™ 

Erak- 

* Of the Banu Suliyis vibe j thj^ adjective It Stiknu not Stda/mi- 
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Then said I to him, "'O Otbah, I have hroughc with me great 
wcaJth, whericrwiih I desire Co succour generous men; and by 
Allah, 1 will lavish it het'ore thee,' so diou mayst attain thy 
desire and more than thy desire! Come with me to die as¬ 
sembly of the Ansaris," So we rose and went, till we entered 
their assembly, when 1 salam'd to them and they returned my 
gieedng civilly. Then (juoth I, “O assembly, what say ye of 
Otbah and his father?"; and they replied, "They are of the 
princes of the Arabs," 1 continu^, "Know’ that he is smitten 
with the calamity of love and I desire your furtherance to Al- 
Samawah." And they said, ‘T'o liear is to obey," Sc they 
mounted with us, the whole party, and we rode till we drew 
near the place of the Banu Sulaym, Now when Ghitrif heard 
of our being near, he hastened forth to meet us, saying, "Long 
life to you, O nobles!"; whereto we replied, "And to thee also! 
Behold we are thy guests." Quoth he, "Ye have lighted down 
at a most hospitable abode and ampleand alighting he cried 
out, "Ho, all ye slaves, come down!" So they came down and 
spread skin-rugs and cushions and sbu^tered sheep and cattle; 
but we said, "We will not taste of thy food, till thou have accom¬ 
plished our need." He asked, "And what is your need?"; and 
we answered, "We demand tby noble daughter in marriage for 
Otbah bin Hubab bin Mundhir the illustrious and well-bom." 
"O my brethren," said he, "she whom you demand Is owner of 
herself, and I will go in to her and tell her." So he rose in wrath* 
and went in to Rayya, who said to brnij "O my papa, why do 1 
see thee show anger?" And he replied, saying, “Certain of the 
Ansaris have come upon me to demand thy hand of me in mar¬ 
riage.’' Quothshe, “They are noble chiefs: the Prophet, on whom 
be the choicest blessings and peace, intercedeth for them with Allah. 
For whom among them do they ask me?" Quoth he. "For a 
youth known as Otbah bin al-Hubab;" and she said, "I have 
beard of Otbah that he perfarmetb what he promised and findeth 
what he seeketh." Ghitnf cried, “i swear that I will never marry 
thee to him: no, never, for there hath been reported to me some¬ 
what of thy con^'CTse with him." Said she, “What was that? 

‘ Af»b. '‘Amini.*k”-l(Er[nic tlw (in ipw<>; ftwii tkt wm* ruaT m Em^-«nditc«, 
lender erf pnr«: *nd oendudn^ to perpetu^ puns, " Yoti ue Jm (my lesder} ud 
thxrc/cfcTE ihaald be AfnlrcM'"" ij^i idvince df 

» Ke VH* U 1 IP 7 , u ppe^df 4ppd4fi, iwcAUJc bs W hejjii df c^ttom 
bctwwi the t«Q And tn Azabi^ a a ^iuboiwur to tic ikiiiiijf. 
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But in any case, 1 swear that the Ansans not be uncmlly 
reject; whcrefcicc do thou offer them a fair ^cuse. 
fio?'* '"Make the dowry heavy to them and they wUi (toist. 
"Thou aayst wcH." said he, and going out in haste, told the 
Ansaris, "The damsel of the mbe* consenteth; but she required! 
a derwry worthy herself. Who engageth for this?" “1, answered 
I. Then said he, "I require for her a thousand bracelets of red 
gold and five thousand dirhams of the coinage of and a 

hundred pieces of woollen cloth and striped stuffs* of jM'Yaman 
and bladders of ambergris ” Said 1, shalt have 

much: dost thou consent?”; and he said, “1 do consent, bo l 
despatched to Al-Medinah the Blumined* a party of the Ans^ 
who brought all for which I had become surety; w^reupon th^ 
fibughtered sheep and cattle and the folk assembled to eat .^the 
food. We abode thus forty days when Ghit^ said to us, T^e 
your bride.” So we sat her in a dromedary'litter and her tamer 
equipped her with thirty camel'bads of things of price; alter 
wlidi we farewdled him and journeyed till we w^ a 
day 8 loumey of Al'Medinah the Illumined, when th^c feU upon 
U 5 horsemen, with intent to plunder, and m^inks ^ were o 
the Banu Sulaym, Otbah drove at them and slew of ^em much 
people, but fell back, wounded by a lance^thrust, and pres^dy 
dropped to the earth. Then there to us ^uc^ur of 

country people, who drove the highwaj^m; but Otbah s 
days were e nded. So we said, Alaa for Otbah, oh., and the 

ill“Ki»h ‘-Riyd £. d.n^; 

*iuff bm*n w grmv, oW^ng «ui .tt«J bSw * bj 

tned'w BuTikh in hk Hunn mM fiwen kp ibc poet, ww j h f* ^ - 

no-r 11'« «lHc. 1.1^w with lb« «. U 

If f Buri 111 AUVaitif^ miil «ot m be tfififoqitafii wiit the mmutilif of Uta 

fihe lUumiiMd) fram the blieding light wlu€h nirrtunrit ili« EY^ihet t tomb h 

doe* eol thow to eye* prafanc £Hlgrin>^« '«< »iUP«Klirf 

Uie hoge bnip. of "The 1 ‘*’=* 

by owgoet* i» #n ide« unknowi* so Moko^, hut oe ^ aiune In itt 

St. Petw.-Shftffli CeplM* (the ■* to ^^Ti “ " 

Ufjett duiteh within n »rit hanging hy dutuu from the oaling. *0* 

Batutfh, Pp HU- 
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ddAisd heiruig it C3£t herself down from the camel and throwing 
herself upon him, cried out grievously and repeated these 
couplets, 

"Paiicnt I teemed, yet Ptiience shown by me • Was but eelf'inijline till 
thy t^t I let : 

Had my sou] done as due my life had BOne. * * Had fled before mankind 
forestalling thee; 

Then, after me and thee none shall to friend • Be just, nor any stFul with 
soul agree.** 

Then she sobbed a single sob and ga^^e up the ghost. We dug 
one grave for them and laid them in the earth, and I rettuned 
to the dwellings of my people, where I abode seven years. Then 
I betook me again to Al'Hijaz and entering Al-Mcdinah the 
Illumined for pious visitation said in my mind, ‘‘By Allah, I will 
go again to Otbah’s tomhf” So I repaired thither, and. behold, 
over the grave was a tall tree, on which hung fillets of red and 
green and i-dlow stuffs.’ So I asked the people of place, 
"How be this tree called?”; and they answered, “Tlie tree of 
the Bride and the Bridegroom," I abode by the tomb a day and 
a night, then went my way; and this is all I know of Otbah. 
Almighty Allah have mercy upon him! And they also tell this 
tale of 


HIKD. DAUGHTER OF AL'NU'MAN AND AUHAJ/AJ.* 


It is related that Hind, daughter of AI'Nu man, was the fairest 
woman of her day, and her beauty and loveliness were reported to 
Al'^jjaj, who sought her in marriage and lavished much treasure 
on her. So he took her to wife, engaging to give her a dowry of 
two hundred thousand dirhams in case of divorce, and when he 
went into her, he abode with her a bng time. One day after this. 


tht ^«0 hur, in*te^ of th» fwrmd to denote to honoumi 

tont&. Lane piu 2«) stul nunr «tKen arc purdsd abogt the of tbe>e ornclc*. En 
m*njf CMM MIC sajjKndtd m erest in grdsr to mtititr iiekacM fVem eke todr eo 

the meand wlwevef *hell (oudiiL Tht people tan ,tidi nrtide, e Ke« W or 

Tchtcle; for the rayecenoiui hsunter of the tree who P«fm (wipyina it to the patient'* 

tbrwjghttit Aiet.it, U African tnd Fciiih. 

• AI-Mm ddt (eht^ xw.). i Hind bint Atml tad rdl. t fiteeriootttorr ofker 

ftiii tbc cnem]r or AILin, th£ poet Jaiir. 
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he went in to her and found her looking at her face in dsc coirror 
and saying, 

’'HinJ ta an Arab filly purest bred, * Which bath been cowered by a 
mongrel mule: 

An colt of horse she thretw by AlUhl well; • If bjuIc, it but results from 
mulish rule-”* 

When Al'Hajjaj heard this, he turned back and went his way, 
unseen of Hind; and, being minded to put her away, he sent 
Ahfhillah bin Tahir to her, to divorce her. So AbduUab went in 
to her and said to her, “Al-Haj jaj Abu Mohammed saith to th«: 
’Here be the two hundred thousand dirhams of thy contingent 
dowry he oweth thee*; and he hath deputed me to divorce thee- 
Replied she, *'0 Ibn Tahir, I gladly agree to t^; for know that 
I never for one day took pleasure in him; so, if we separate by 
Allah , I shall Tjever regret hira, and these two hundr^ thousand 
dirhams I give to th^ as a reward for the glad tidings diou 
bringest me of my release from yonder dog of the Thakafites. “ 
After this, the Commander of the Faithful, Abd al'Matik bin 

•H*fo the old Shiah himd of the cnexseoc cewqncnKr of Onun ^rops mti a«wn. 
Hind"* ii diMt of Mbjwiti ooneemiETj her husbMui Mti ‘wbith hln, 

CUrk ^ ]0S) — 

A hue rh^r the wljids miLkf; cremble 
Ji denref It me thu^ * fushle paUcc; 

Aod tt di$h -of cnimb? oti ihe fEoor of my heme 
li licarrr to tne ^ rjined fwt;; 

And the MLUjfhin^ flf the hrccaec through every crevice 
li dejireT xo me duia ihe bcBbitg of drunifi- 

CooipiLre inth Dr^ Cudyle'i No. 3L 

The ru4Kt fuit of haur 

With fpirin light uni eyt ieremr 
if dewt w ffl^r Iscssdm far 
Than aJI the trsrpjoga of a quccai^ ecca etc 

And mine (Pilgnmagc 362).“ 

O take tliwc purple *obei 
Grre bjude my cbxk of nrncl'j hak 
And beer me from thu towaing ptk 
To wbert the hUdt tenEt fUp i" dw nir, ett. eCC- 

lAl-Hajjsu't tribal name was M-ThskiS or deseend-use of Tkikit Ac^Jii^ la 
Al^Maf^iiiU, he WM Kti Fadihih (the tall Eeaury) hf Y6«if Kn Uk^yl iheThaVM£K 
pjid vtot au raonde tout iliibnnc avec Tajiu* otalru^ A* he reht^d the bre«t, JtAtr, 
in hmnan form, advised puckling him with the bUwd af two blide kid*, a blBck huck-goiE 
and a blech anakc^ which had the deilicd 
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Mar^'an, heard of her b^uty and loveliness, her stature and 
symmetry, her sweet speech and the amorous grace of her glanr/^ 

and sent to her, to ask her in marriage;-And Shahra^d pcf' 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

Wfjen it taas the ibix l&unhrclj anh Cightp-tfetonJi 

She resvuned, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
Prince of True Believers, Abd al'Malik bin Maiwan, hearing of 
the lady's beauty and loveliness, sent to ask her in marriage; and 
she wrote him in reply a letter, in which, after the glorification of 
Ailah and benediction of His Prophet, she said, “But afterwards. 
Know, O Commander of the Faithful, that the dc^ hath lapped in 
the vase. When the Caliph read her answer, he bughed and 
wrote to her, citing his saying (whom may Albl> bl^ and keep!) 

If a dog bp in the vessel of one of you, let him wash seven 
once thereof with earth,” and adding, “Wash the affront from the 
place of use. * * With this she could not gainsay Iiim; so she 
replied to him, saying (after praise and blessing), ”0 Commander 
of the Faithful I ‘will not consent save on one condition, and if 
thou ask me what it is, I reply that Al'Hajfaj lead my camel co 
the town where thou tam’est barefoot and dad as he When 
the Caliph read her letter, he laughed long and loudly and sent to 
Al'HaJja). bidding him to do as she wished. He dared not disobey 
the o^cr, so be submitted to the Catiidi's commandment and sent 
to Hind, telling her to make ready for the journey. So she Tnad.* 
ready and mounted her litter, when Al'Hajjaj with his suite ramtr 
up to Hind’s door and as she mounted and her damsels and 
eunuchs rode around her, he dismounted and took the halter of 
her camel and led it abng. barefooted, whilst she and her damsels 
and tirewomen bughed and jeered at him and made mock of him. 
Then she said to her tirewoman, “Draw back the curtain of the 
li^r;” and she drew back the curtain, till Hind was face to face 
with Al-Hajjaj, whereupon she bughed at him and he improvised 
this couplet, 

“Tbough IKW thou jeer, O Hind, tiow many a night * fve left wakeful 
sighing for the light” 

* TrfhutC^* 445. tjyiTijfs Irntn 

• Slafci 1^ him a " K nwW "-^ i-f. iHmp; k mi e pjm of frminitic jwte Qdt ihs 

pnxu Cm nipily to treaf .him a* in iht tcitr 
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And she answered him with these twn, 

'* *Wc reek not, m our life escape frtmt bane, * For waste of wealtb and gear 
that went in vain: 

Money may be negained and tank tc-wnn • Wlimi one is cured of malady 
and pain.** 

And ceased not to laugh at him and make sport of him, 
till they drew near the city of the Cahph, when she threw down a 
dinar with her own hand and said to jM'Hajjaj, "O cainel'driver, 
I haw dropped a dirham; look ft»r it and give it to me/' So he 
looked and seeing naught but the dinar, said, '*Thjs is a dinar.” 
She replied, “Nay, 'tis a dirham.” But he said, “This is a dinar/' 
TTicn quoth she, “Praise be Allah who hath given us in exchange 
for a psdtry dirham a dinar! Give it us/' And Al'Hajjaj was 
abashed at this. Then he carried her to the palace of the Com' 
of the Faithful, and she went in to him and bccanie his 

favourite.-^And Shahraaad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 

it tnasc the ^unlireb aid) 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that men also 
tell a tale anent 

KHU2AYMAH BEN BISHR AND IKRIMAH 
AL'FAYYAZ/ 

There hved once, in the days of the Caliph Sulayman bin Abd 
ai'Malik' a man of the 8anu Asad, by name Khmaymah bin 
Bishr, who was famed for bounty and abundant wealth and 
excelknce and righteous dealing wJdi his brethren. He o^nrinued 
thus till times grew strait with him and he became in need of 


* fif. fn'crfigwing,'* viitb benefits] m oi hia gEmEmjcy, 
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Mu^twiTih the Mild and Ywad the PfldeAti Abd oLMaClt ihc AdinuiUp-acor 
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the aid of those Moslem brethren on whom he had lavished favour 
and kindness. So they succoured him a while and then grew weary 
of him, which when he saw, he went in to his wife who was the 
daughter of his father's brother, and said to her, “O my cousin, 1 
End a change in my brethren! wherefore 1 am resolved to keep 
my house tiU death come to me." So he shut his door and abode 
in his home, living on that which he had by him, till it was spent 
and he knew not what to do. Now Ikrimah al^Raba'i, surnamed 
Al'Fayyaa, governor of Mcsopotatnia,’ had known him, and one 
day, as he sat in bis audience'chamber, mention was made of 
Khuzayznah, whereupon quoth Ikiimah, “How is it with him?” 
And quoth they, “He is in a plight past telling, and hath shut his 
door and keepeth the house." Btrimah rejoined, "This comcch 
but of his excessh'e generosity: but how is it that Khuaaymah bin 
Bishr findeth nor comforter nor requiter?" And they replied, "He 
hath found naught of this." So when it was night, Ihrimah took 
four thousand dinars and laid them in one purse; then, bidding 
saddle bis beast, he mounted and rode privily to Khuzaymah's 
house, attended only by one of his pages, carrying the money. 
When he came to the d^r, he alighted and caking die purse from 
the page made him w'ithdraw afar off; after which he went up to 
the door and knocked. Khuaaymah came out to him, and he gave 
hirn the purse, saying, "Better thy case herewith." He took it 
and Ending it heavy put it from his hand and laying bold of the 
bridle of Ikiimah's horse, asked, “Who art thou? My soul be thy 
ransom!" Answered Ikrimah, "O man 1 come not to thee at a 
time like this desiring that thou sbouldst know me." Khuzaymah 
rejoined, “I will not let thee go till thou make thyself known to 
me," whereupon Ikrimah said “I am higbt Jabir Atharat al' 
Kilim."® Quoth Khuzaymah, "Tell me more." But Ik rimah 
cried, “No," and fared fordi, whilst Khuzaymah went in to liis 
cousin and said to her, “Rejoice for AUah hath sent us speedy 
rdief and wealth: if these be but dirhams, yet are they many. 
Arise and light the lamp." She said, "I have not wherewithal to 
light it.” & he spent the night handling the coins and felt by 
their roughness that they were dinars, but could not credit it. 
Meanwhile Ikrimah returned to his own house and found his 


* Arik AI-|D^Kh. liliad;” nmm^ the ami the cipiiil. 
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wife had missed him and asked for 1^, and whm they 
his riding forth, she misdoubted of him, and said to mm, V^y 
the Wali of Al-Jaairah rideth not abroad aftCT such an hour of Ac 
night, unattended and secretly, save to a ^fe or a to^e^- 
answered “Allah knoweth that I went not forth to eimer of the^. 
‘Tell me then wherefore thou wentest forth?" "1 went not forth at 
this hour save that none should know it,'' "I must nee^be told 
"Wdt thou keep the matter secret, if 1 tdl tnecT ics, oo 
he told her the state of the case, adding, “Wit thou have me swear 
to thee?" Answ ered she, “No, no, my heart is set ^ 
trusteth in that which thou hast told me. ^ As for KhuKyin^ , 
soon as it was day he made his peace wi A his creditors and set ms 
affairs in order; after which he got him rcady and set out iot the 
Court of Sulayman bin Abd al'Malifc. who was thm sopu^g m 
Palestine,* When he came to the royal gate, he sought admission 
of the chamberlain, who went in and told the C^pb of his presence. 
Now he was renowned for his beneficence and Si^yman knw ot 
him; SO he bade admit him. When he entered he salut^ the 
Caliph after Ae usual fashion of saluting- and the ^eri, U 
JOiucaymah, what hath kept thee so long from us? Answered 
he “Evil case," and quoth the Caliph. "WOiat hmd^^ Aee from 
having recourse to us?" Quoth he. “My inflnnitj;, O Commander 
of the Faithfull” “And why," said Sulavmian, comest thou to 
us now?" KhiKaymah replied, “iCnow. O (^mmander of the 
Faithful that I was sitring one night lace m my hoi^, when a m^ 
knocked at the door and did thus and thus;' ^d he went on to 
tdl him of aU that had passed between Ikrimah and irom 

first to last. Sulayman asked, "Knowest thou Ae m^? and KhU' 
aaymah answered, “‘No, O Commander of the Faithful, e 
reserved* and would say naught save, 1 am hight Jabir Atharat 
Kiram.'" When Sulayman heard this, his heart burned wi^ 
him for anxiety to discover the man, and he s^d,^ 4 

truly we would requite him for his generosity. Then he lx)un 
for Khuiayinah a banner" and made him Governor of Me^pota^a. 
in the stead of Ikrimah al-Fayyai: a nd he set out for Al'jaaitah. 

‘ Afdb. "FiUidh tvMf obwielc. The. word hw ech^ far »wr ‘"^J*** ^ 
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When he drew near the city, Ikrimah and the people of the place 
came forth to mcce him and they saluted eaich other and went on 
into the town, where Khuxaymah took up his lodging in the 
Government-house and bade trdcc security for Ihrimah and that he 
should be called to account,' So an account was taken against 
him and lie vras found to be in default for much money; where- 
i,ipan Khuzaymah required of him payment, but he said, '*1 have 
no means of paying aught.*’ Quoth Khuzaymah, “It must be 
paid;” and quoth Hmmah, '*1 have it not: do what thou hast to 

do.” So Khuzaymah ordered him to gaol-^And Shahrazad 

percciv^ the dawn of day and ceased to say her penmtted say. 


IQlittt it tnoii the ll>anhrth anh 4Sigtit?‘fourth ^igbt. 

^le said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Khuzaymah, 
ha%’ing ordered the imprisonment of Ikrimab al-Fayyaz, sent to 
him again to demand payment of the debt; but he replied, “I am 
not of those who prescr\'e dieir wealth at the expense of their 
honour; do what mou wdc.” Then iChuzaymah bade load him 
with irons and kept him in prison a month or more, dll coniine' 
ment began to tell upon him and he became wasted. After tht>^ 
tidings of his plight travelled to the daughter of his unde who was 
troubled with sore concern thereat and* sending for a freedwoman 
of hers, a woman of abundant judgment, and esperience, said 
to her, ‘"Go forthwith to the Emir Khuzaymah's gate and say, 'I 
have a counsel for the Emir.' If they ask what it is, add, '1 will 
not tcU it sa\^ to himsclT; and when thou (interest to lum, Ix^ to 
see him in private and w-hen private ask him, ’What be this deed 
thou hast done? Hath Jabir Atharat al-Kiram deserved of 
no better reward than to be cast into strait prison and hard bond 
of irons?' ” The woman did as she was bid, and when Khuzaymah 
beard her words, he cried out at die top of his voice, saying, "Alas, 
the baseness of it! Was it indeed lie?" And she answered, 
“■Yffii.'' Then he bade saddle his beast forthwith and, summoning 
die honourable men of the city, repaired with them to the prison 
and opening the door, went in widi them to Ikrimah, whom they 
found sitting in cv3 case, worn out and wasted with blows and 
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misery. When he looked at Khazayroah, he was abwhed and 
hung his head; but the other bent down to him kbsed his 
face; whereupon he raised his head and asked. What muem 
thee do this?” Answered Khuza^'inah, ‘The gen^t)- of thy 
dealing and the vileness of my requital/' And iknmah said, 
“AUah pardon us and thee!" Then Khuzaymah commanded the 
jailor to strike off Ikriinah*s fetters and dap them on his own f^; 
but Iknmah said, “What is this thou wilt do?" Quoth the oth», 
"I have a mind to suffer what thou hast suffered." Quoth Ikrimah, 
“1 conjure thee by Allah, do not so!" Then they wctC out 
together and returned to Khuzayinah's house, where Iknm^ 
would hiiv^ far^velled him sud wended his way; but he forbadfi 
him and Ikrimah said, "What is thy wiU of me?" Repli^ 
Khuzaymah, ‘T wish to charge thy case, for mv shame befora the 
daughter of thine uncle is yet greater than my smme before 
So he bade clear the bath and entering with Ikrimah, «rved bun 
there in person and when they went forth be bestowed on him a 
splendid robe of honour and mounted him and gave Wtn much 
money. Then he carried Iiim to his house and asked his leave to 
make his escuses to his wife and obtained her ppdon. Alter ms 
he besought him to accompany him to the Caliph who was then 
abiding at Ramlah* and he agreed. So they journeyed thither, 
and when they reached die royal quarters the chamb^bm went m 
and acquainted the Caliph Sulayman bin Abd al-Mahk with 
Khuzaymah s arrival, whereat he was troubled and said. What! 
is the Governor of Mesopotamia come without our comm^d. 
This can be only on some grave occasion." Then he tode aito 
him and said, before saluting him, "What is behind th^ O 
Khuzaymah?" Replied he, “Good, O Conm^d^ of the 
Faithful." Asked Sulayman, “What bnngeth thee? ; and he 
answered, saying, "1 have discovered Jahir Atharat al'KLram and 
thought to glad^ thee with him, knowing ^inemte*^^ desire 
to imow him and thy longing to see him. ^ quoth 

the Hnli ph and quoth Khuzaymah, He is Ikriinah al-Fay^^. 
So Sulayman called for Ikrimah. who approached and saluted him 
as Caliph; and the King welcomed him and making him draw 
near his sitting-place, said to him, “O Ikrimah, good de^ to 
him hath brought thee naught but evil/' adding, wntc down 

in a note thy needs each and every, and that which thou desirest. 
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He did so and tbe Caliph commanded to do all that he required 
and that forthwith. Morwsver he gave him tai thousand dinars 
more he asked for and twenty chesa of clothes over and 
above that he sought, and calling for a spear, bound him a banner 
and made h»m Governor over Armenia and Awibijan^ and 
Mesopotamia, saying, ‘'Khuzaymah s case is in thy hands, an 
thou wilt, continue him in his office, and if thou wdt, degrade 
him.” And Ikrimah said, ”Nay, but I restore him to his office, 
O Commander of the Faithful.” Then they went out from him 
and not to be Governors under Sulayman bin Abd al-Malik 

all the days of his Caliphate. And they also tell a tale of 


YUNL’S THE SCRIBE AND THE CALIPH WAUD 

BIN SAHL. 

Tttere lived in the rdgn of the Caliph Hisham,* * son of Abd ah 
Malik, a man called Yunus the Scribe w’ell'known to the general, 
and he set out one day on a journey to Damascus, liavtng with him 
aslavc'girlof surpassing beauty and loveliness^ whomhehad taught 
all that was needful to her and whose price was an hundred thou¬ 
sand dirhams. When they drew near to Damascus, the caravan 
halted by the side of a lake and Yunus went down to a auiei: place 
with his damsel and took out some victual he had with him and a 
leather bottle of wine. As he sat at meat, behold, came up a 
young man of goodly favour and dignified presence, mounted on 
a sonel horse and followed by two eunuchs, and said to him, 
“Wilt thou accept me to guest?” "Yes," replied Yunus. So the 
stranger abglited and said. “Give me to drink of thy wine.” 
Yunus gave him to drink and he said, “If it please thee, aing U3 a 
song." So Yunus sang this couplet extempore, 

■*Shc joined) chirms were neiref seert conjofned in mottal dress; * And for 
her Icive she miltCA me !ave my wars ^ind wajtrfnlnca.” 
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At wdiich the stranger rejoiced with exceeding joy and Yunxis 
gave him to drink again and again, till the wine got the better of 
him and he said. *'Bid thy ahve-girl sing,'’ So she improvised 
t^ couplet, 

"A liouTi. by whoa* chuins my heart is ntcjved to sem discros: * Nw wand 
of tiM nor 9UIJ nor moon her rivals t Hsonfos!" 

The stranger was overjoyed with this and they sat drinking till 
nightfall, when they prayed the evemg-praycr and the youth said 
to Yunus, "What bring^ thee to our city?" He r^li^ "Quest 
of wherewithal to pay my debts and better ray case.’ Quoth the 
other, "WQt thou sell me this slave^l for thirty thousand 
dirhams?" Whereto quoth Yunus, “1 must have more^ than 
that." He asked, "Will forty thousand content thee?"; but 
Yunus answered, "That would only settle ray debts, and 1 should 
remain empty'handed." Rejoined me stranger, ”Wc will take her 
of thee at fifty thousand dirhams^ and give diee a suit of clothes 
to boot and the expenses of thy journey and make thee a sharer 
in my condition as long as thou livest." Gtied Yunus, I sell her 
to thee on these terras," Then said the young man, "Wdt thou 
trust me to bring thee the money tomorrow and let me take her 
with me, or s h^Tl she abide with thee till I pay thee down her 
price?" 'S^^ereto wine and shame and awe of the stranger led 
Yunus to reply, "I will trust thee; take her and Allah bless thee 
in her!" Whereupon the visitor bade one of his pages sit her 
bkore him on his beast, and mounting his own horse, farewelled 
of Yunus and rede away out of sight. Hardly had he left him, 
when the seller bethought himself and knew chat he had erred in 
selling her and said to himself, "What have 1 done? 1 have 
delivered my slavc'girl to a man with whom I am unacquainted, 
neither know I who he is; and grant that I were acquainted 
with him, bow am 1 to get at him?" So he abode in thought till the 
morning, when be prayed the dawn-prayers and his companions 
entered Damascus, whilst be sat, perplexed and wotting not what 
to do, till the sun scorched hfra and it irked him to abide there. 
He thought to enter the city, but said in his mind, "If I enter 
Damascus, 1 cannot be sure but that the messenger will come and 
find me not, in which case 1 shall have sinned against myself a 
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eccioncj sin." Accordingly he sat dofwn in the shade of a wall that 
was there, and cowartfi the wane of day, up came one of the 
eunuchs whom he had seen with the young man^ whereat great joy 
possessed Yunus and he said in lumsetf, ‘1 know not that aught 
Lith ever given me more delight than the sight of this castrato.*' 
When the eunuch readied hki, be said to him, "O my lord, we 
have kept thee long waiting"; but Yunus disdosed nothing to him 
of the torments of anxiety he had suffered. Then quoth the 
castrato, "Knowest thou the man who bought the prl of thee?"; 
and quoth Yunus, "No," to which the omer rejoined, ‘"Twas 
Walid bin Sahl,* the Hdr Apparent." And Yunus was silent. Then 
said the eunuch, "Ride,"andinad£him mount a horse he had with 
him and they rode till they came to a mansion, where they dis^ 
mounted and entered. Here Yunus found the damsel, who sprang 
up at his sight and saluted him. He asked her how she had fared 
with him who had bought her and she answered, "He lodged me 
in this apartment and ordered me all I needed." Then he sat 
with her awhile, till suddenly one of the servants of the house' 
owner came in and bade him rise and follow him. So he followed 
the man into the presence of his master and found him yesmr' 
night’s guest, whom he saw sea ted on his couch and who said to 
him, "Who arc thou?" “I am Yunua the Scribe." Wdcome m 
thee, O Yunus! by Allah, I have long wished to look on th^; for 
T have heard of thy report. How didst thou pass the night?" 
"Well, may Almighty Allah advance thee!" "■Pcra<h''enture thou 
repen tedest thee ot that thou didst yesterday and saidst to thyself: 
I have delivered my skve^girl to a man with whom I am not 
acquainted, neither know I his name nor whence he cometb?" 
"AUah forbid, O Emir, that I should repent over her! Had I made 
gift of her to the Prince, she were the least of the gifts that are 

given unto himi”-And Shahraaad perceived the dawm of day 

and ceased saying her permitted say. 
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She continiicd, It hath reachctl me, O auspidous King, that when 
Yunus the Scribe said to Walid, "Allah forbid I should repent 
over her! Had I made gift of her to the Prince, she were the least 
of gifts that are given to him, nor indeed is she worthy of his 
r^,” Walid rejoined, "By Allah, but I repented me of having 
carried her away from thec and said to myself, This man is a 
stranger and knoweth me not, and I have taken him by surprise 
and acted inccmsidenitely by him, in ray haste to take the damsel!' 
Dost thou recall what passed between us?" Quoth Yunus, "Yes!" 
and quoth Walid, "Dost thou sell this damsel to me for fifty 
thousand dirhams?" And Yunus said, “I do/' Then the Prince 
rat )i!>d to one of his senrancs to bring him fifty thousand dirhams 
and a thousand and five hundred dinars to boot, and gave 
them all to Yunus, saying, ‘Take the slave's price: the thousand 
dinars are for thy f^opinion of Its and the fi\'e hundred are for thy 
viaticum and for what present thou shale buy for thy people. Art 
t^u content?" "I am content," answered Yunus and kissed his 
hands, saying, "By AllaK, thou hast filled my eyes and ray bands 
and ray' heart!" Quoth ^A'^alid, ""By Allah, I have as y'et bad 
no pEi\'acy of her nor have ! taken my fill of her singing. Bring 
her to me!'* So came and he bade her sit, then said to her, 
"Sing." And she sang these verses. 


■*0 tkru who dost comprise all Beauty's tofflsa! * O sweet of nature, fain 
of coquetry? 

In Turks and Arabs many beauties dwdl; * Bur, O my fawn, in none thy 
charms 1 see. ... 

Turn to thy lover, O my fair, and ketp * Thy word, though but tn 

vt^iotied phajitasy: 

SUmc And are lau-fyl for Ay * And u-iLkftuI nightB fuJI fill 

with joy glee ; - . i i i 

i'm not the first for thee who fared discraiignt; * Sbm by ihy love bow 

many a many be! 

i am crvntp-nt -witli tliec for waridly ahaie * Dearer than life and good art 
thou to mzr 


When be he^d thisj he was dchghted exceedingly and prated 
Yunus for his exc£ll£nt teaicliing of her and her fair eduettion. 
Then he bade his servants bring him a roadster with saddle and 
housings for his nding* and a mule to carry his gear* andsaid to hira. 
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“O Yimus^ reach thee that command hath come to 

me, do thou join me; and, by Allah, I will thy himds with 
good and advance thee to honour and mahe thee rich as long as 
thou livestl So Yunus said, "J cock his goods and went my 
ways; and when Walid succeeded to the Caliphate, I repaired to 
him; and by Allah, he h^t his promise and entreated me with 
high honour and mutiificence. Then 1 abode with hfm in all coti' 
tent of and rise of rank and mine affairs prospered and my 
wealth increased and goods and farms became mine, such as 
sufficed me and will suffice my heirs after me; nor <Jid I ce ase to 
abide Walid, till he was slain, the mercy of Almighty Allah 
be oh him! And men tdl a tale concerning 


HARUN AL'RASHID AND THE ARAB GIRL. 

The Caliph Harun al'Rashid was walking one day with Ja’afar 
the Barmecide, when he espied a company of girls drawing water 
and went up to them, having a mind to drink As he drew near, 
one of them turned to her fellows and improvised 

phantoiB bid thou fleet, and fly • Far from the ctrueh whereon 1 lie; 
“ I may and qticuch tte fire, * Bcmfire in aye fSaminir high' 
My love-sidt fofm Low ^ palm * R-olU o*cr tie rug whereon I sigh- 

How tia with me thim wooest well * How long, then, imiaq wflt denyr* 

Caliph marvelled at her ele^ce and eloquence.-^And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. * 

it hws the fi)ix ^untrrrt) anh 

She i^imed, it hath r^ched me, O auspicious King, that the 
C^ph. hearing the girls verses, marv'cilcd at her elegance and 
eloquence, and said to her. “O daughter of nobles, are^cse thine 
^ or a q^^tionr Replied she, ‘They are my very own," and 
ne rejomeo. An thou say sooth keep the sense and change the 
rhyme. So she said, 

' Bid thy phantom di$un« keep • And tjuit thi» couch the while 

So I may rest and queoeb the flamea * Through all my body ragefuJ 

In love^sick one, whom paasion'a palms • Roll o’er the bed whew crief 
I weep; ® 

How *tis with me thou wottew wdl; •All but thy imicm hrfj I cheap!'* 
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Quoth the Caliph, "This also is stolm''; and quoth she, "Nay, ’tia 
my very own." He said, 'Tf it be indeed thme own, change the 
rhyme 3g;ain and keep the seme." So she recited the follow^, 

“Unto thy phantom dea.1 behest ''To shun my eouch the «hik I rat. 
So 1 repose and 4|uaich the fite •That buins what Ueth in my breast, 
My weary form Love's reatlese palm * Rolls o'er with boon of sleep unblost. 
How ‘tis with me thou wottest well *When union's bought 'lis; baply bestJ" 

Quoth Al'Rashid, "This too is stolen’and quoth she, "Not, so, 
*tis mine." He said, "If thy words be true change the rhyme 
once more." And she recited, 

"Drive off the ghost that ever ihcFws * Beside my cemeb when I'd repose. 

So 1 may rest and quendi the fire * Beneath my rhs e'er Qames and 
glows , 

In love's!^ one, nhem passion's palms * Rotl o'er [he couch where weeping 
flows, 

How 'tis with me thou wottest well • Will union come as union goes?" 

Then said the Caliph, "Of what part of this camp art thou?"; and 
she rephed, "Of its middle in dwelling and of its highest in tent- 
poles,"* ^^crefore he knew that she was the daughter of the 
tribal chief. "And thou," quoth she, "of what art thou among the 
guardians of the horses?"; and quoth he, 'Of the highest in tree 
and of the ripest in fruit." "'Allah protect thee, O Commander 
of the Faithful!” said she, and kissing ground called down 
blessings on him- Then she went away with the maidens of 
the Arabs, and the Caliph said to Ja’afar, "There is no help for 
it but I take her to wife." So Ja'afar repaired to her father and 
said to him, "The Commander of the Faithful hath a mind to 
thy daughter," He replied, "Widi love and goodwill, she is a 
gift as a handmaid to His Highness nur Lord the Commander of 
die Faithful," So he equipped her and carried her to the Caliph, 
who took her to wife and went in to her, and she became of the 
dearest of his w'omen to him. Furthermore, he bestowed on her 


* Tlyr tatj ijf blftck iroei woren hy the Badswi vamen avc (fenoTills' lupported hf 
fhref poiiild tfiwi of pals len^lhwBym &nd trrosfwfyii (the hiphcft bciD* iJie ccnetilj 
die coTimiis h down. Thui the oudinc of the n?ofi forma tw or more Kanff- 

ing curreSi and thtoic dicrpcirriic the afchUectore of tfcc Tatncfi ind ChinEfc; rhejr 
ifc atill pmefred in dioTurkiih (Miad jojitctimei tn ihc EuftipeJii) and thty 

have cfiended to the Brezif whett the uptunicd cavcai often pamted yctTnilpon beW| Kt 
t&nce ittisct the trxvdier'i iinupc- 
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father lai^esse such as succoured turn among Arabs, he was 
transport^ to the merq?- of Almighty Allah, The Caliph, hearing 
of his death, went in to her greatly troubled: and, when she saw 
hi'm koking adllcted, she entered b^ chamber and doffing all that 
was upon her of dch raiment, donned mourning apparel and raised 
lament for her father. It was said to her, “What is the reason of 
this?”; and she replied, “My father is dead." So they repaired 
to the Caliph and told him and he rose and going in to her, asked 
her who had informed her of her father's death; and she answered 
"It was thy face, O Commander of the Faithful!" Said he;, 
"How so?"; and she said, "Since I have been with thee, 1 never 
saw thee on such wise till this time, and there was none for whom 
I feared save my father, by reason of his great age; but may thy 
head live, O Commander of the Faithful!" The Caliph's eyes 
filled with tears and he condoled with her; but she ceas^ not to 
mourn for her father, till she followed him^—Allah luve mercy on 
the twain! And a tale is also told of 


AL'ASMAT AND THE THREE GIRLS OF BASSORAH. 

Tire Commander of the Faithful Harun Al-Rashid was exceeding 
restless one night and rising from his bed, paced from chamb^ 
to chamber, but could not compose himself to sleep. As soon as 
it was day, he said, "Fetch me A'Asma'i!"^ So the eunudi went 
out and told the doorkeepers; these sent for the poet and when 
he came, informed the C^'ph who hade admit him and said to 
him, "O Asma'j, I wish thee to tdl me the best thou hast heard 
of stories of women and thdr verses." Ansvi'ered iy-Asma’i, 
"Hearkening and obedience! 1 have heard great store of women's 
verses; but none pleased me save three sets of couplets I once 

heard from three girls."-And Shahraaad perceived the dawn 

of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


• S« Tol, IT,. iTi# iurhw a{ km»n tn Ej^iktnen hy the M (nm. 

Iiiipn of Mf. Terttcfc Hamilton, ictmary of Lts^tion at CoMtanriiinpff That u an 
of the forty.Sve ToUtmos of Ali.AarnaVa ^Antaf^^ which toottly utpplica or 
Mihw tuNljed the "AntMiyyili'' or|irofcajitiiial tilo-tdilen:; wW thetoe wh the hcroie 
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a^nt ft Mua tf|E iP^unDttb anti i^tgbi. 

She pursued^ It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Al' 
Asma'i aaid to the Prince ol True Believers, “‘‘Verily I have heard 
much, but nothing pleased me save three sets of coupkts impro¬ 
vised by as many girts." Quoth the Caliph, "Tell me of them, and 
quoth he, "Know then, O Commander of the Faidiful, that 1 once 
abode in Bassorah, and one day, as 1 was walking, the heat was 
sore upon me and 1 sought for a sjesta-place but found none. 
However by looking right and left 1 came upon a porch swept 
and sprinkled, at the upper end whereof was a wooden bench under 
an open latricewindow, whence exhaled a scent of musk. I entered 
the porch and sitting down on the bench, would have stretcht me 
at full length when 1 heard from within a girl's sweet voice talking 
and saying, “O my sisters, we are here seated to spend our day 
in friendly converse; so come, let us each put down an hundred 
dinars and recite a line of ver^; and wh^ attemporiseth the 
goodliest and sweetest line, the three hundred dinars snail be hers/ 
'With love and gladness,* said the others; and the eldest recited 
the first couplet which is this, 

'Would he come to my bed during alocp 'tvat delight • But a visit on wate 
werE ddIglitSDmtT flight!' 

Quoth the second, 

'Naught came to ealute me in sleep save hia shade * But 'vadcomc, fair wcl- 
comer,' 1 cried to the spri^! 

Then said the youngest, 

'My aoul and iny folk I engage for the youth • Mask-scemcd 1 «e in my 
bed every night!' 

Quoth I, *An slie be fair as her verse hath grace, die thing is 
complete in every case.' Tlicn I came down trom my bench* and 
was about to go away, when behold, the door opened and out 
a slave-girl, who said to me, “Sit, O Shaykh! So 1 dimbed 


* The "Dakkih’* or Ions wooden »fa, m opiioted lo the " rnutabih" « eeooe Iwth, 
it often D tall pUtlbmi and in tnoKiuei ti t Jtlak of *mbo Tailed found tud mppotted by 
columot. Here retiUi* reds: tlw Kfiftm Lane fM.E, elupe. tii.J ^tchet it m die 
■'Idttrior of a 
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up and sat down again when she gave me a scroll, wherein was 
written, in characters of the utmost beauty, with straight Alifa,* 
big'bellied Has and rounded Waws, the following, “We would 
have the Shaykh (Allah lengthen his days!) to know that we are 
three maidens, sisters^ .sitting in friendly converse, who have kid 
down each an hundred dinars, condiCLontng that w'hoso recite the 
goodliest and sweetest couplet shall have the whole thm hundred 
dinars; and we appoint tnee umpire between us: so decide as 
thou seest best, and the Peace be on dice! Quoth I to the girl, 
*Here to me intcase and paper.' So she went in and, returning 
after a little, brought me a silvered intcase and gilded pens- with 
which I wrote these couplets. 


Thc>' talked of thrac beaucira wIto? converse waa quite 
man with experience digbl: 

Three piaideiis who borrowed the blocan of the dawn 
thdr li3vcr$ in sorriesE pbglit. 

They vmc bidden fnxn eyes erf" the prier and spy 
theif mixlcsty mote not affright; 

So they opened whatever lay bid in thdr hearts 
fun oegan verse to mdi^ 

Quoth one fair coquette with her amomm grace 
the sweet of her sptcch Saah^ bright;— 
AVould he conie to my bed during deep ’twene delight 
wake were ddightsomer eight 1 
When die ended, verse by her smiling was gilt: 

*gan ringing as nighringale might :— 

Naught came to salute me in rim save hi& riiade 
welcome/1 cried to the sprignt! 

But the third I preferred for she said m leply, 
most appo^te, exquisite:— 

My soul and my folk I engage for the youth 
see in tny bed every night! 

5o when 1 considered their words co deddcp 
the mock of the cynical wight; 

I pronounced for the youngesu, dedaring her verse 
that which is neancst the riEtiL* 


• Like the talk of a 

• h^lakmg hearts of 

• Who slept and 

• And in froliizsome 

• Whoee teeth for 
■ But a viait on 

• Then the second 

• But'vvekome, fair 

• With expression 

• Muak'seented I 

• And not make me 

• Of all vetKs be 


Then I gave the scroll to the skve^gir!, who went upstairs with it, 
and behold, I heard a noise of dicing and dapping of hands 
and Doomsday astir. Quoth I to myself, ' Tis no time for me 


^ Alif, Ha antJ ihe fint, rwenc3fr*evenif3 and tw^nr^^di kctm of the AtiIm 
nphMhct: Ne. 1 li ibe mwl nmple and rifHjcuii tv write caligTAyhiedUy, 

^ Reeds wahed with gdd add liBcd ibf kFVcdetuin^ 
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to stay here.* So 1 came down from the platform and was 
about to go away» when the damsd cried out to me, ‘Sit down, 
O Asma'i!' Asked I, 'Who gave thee to know that 1 was 
Al'Asma'ir and ihe answered, ‘O Shaykh, an thy name be un- 
known to us, tby poetry is not!* So 1 sat down agsun and sod- 
deniy the door opened and out came the first damsel, with a dish 
of fruits and anodier of sweetmeats, I ate of both and praised 
^h^^r fashion and wotdd have ganged my ^it: but she cried out, 
‘Sic down. O Asma'i!' ^^'herBwith 1 raised my eyes to her and 
saw a rosy palm in a saffron sleeve, meseemed it was the full moon 
rising splendid ui the cloudy East. Then she threw me a purae 
containing three hundred dinars and said to me, 'This is mine 
and I give it to thee by way of douceur in requital of thy judg¬ 
ment.'” Quoth the Caliph, “Why didst thou decide for the 
youngest?'* and quoth Al'Asma i, “O Commander of the Faithful, 
whose life Allah prolong! the eld^t said, *1 should ddight in 
him, if he visited my couch in sleep.' Now this is restricted and 
dependent upon a condition w'hich may befal or may not befal: 
whilst, for the second, an image of dreams came to her in sleep, 
and she saluted it: but the youngest's couplet i^id that she actually 
lay with her lover and sm^ his breath sweeter than musk and she 
engaged her soul and her folk for him, whreh she had not done, 
were he not dearer to her than her sprite. Said the Caliph, 
"Thou didst well, O Asma'i," and gave him other chree hundred 
ducats in payment of his story. And I have heard a tale con- 
cctning 

IBRAHIM OF MOSUL AND THE DEVIL.* 

Quoth Abu Ishak Ibrahim al-hifiausili;— I asked Al^Rashid once to 
give me a day’s leave that I might be private wdth 6e people of my 
household and my brethren, and he gave me leave for Saturday the 
Sabbath. So I went home and betook myself to making ready meat 


' Lmnf inindiKAil thU fate into ™L i,, p- o--* tiuipL in., 

knowing thin it w« ir The MsHtt- He give* a mcjc qtstmct, cmiitiin| dl the *nd 
he bonmeit it etther frwn the HiiUMt jLKutMvt (chapi. siv.) oi frem AI-. Vtsuaj 
(ch»pt- S« the Firnch irandilriDn. voi vi. p. I Am *( yaint to unilcntKul 

why M C. B.rW de MMynutd write* "ttfehid " with « ASeeniwl vweii iilih™gh 
Frtnch didiciiL-y miide him reniirr. by d« mnrtiMne." the cseptesaon m the unr, 
'“0 hiterof thy modjct'* eiiliiiKed (or cEiorie'' 
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and drink and other necessaries and bade the doorkeepers shut the 
doors and let none come in to me. However, pr^endy* as I sat 
in my 6itting''chaDDber, with my women who were looking after 
my wants, behold, there appeared an old man of comely and 
reverend aspect,* clad in white clothes and a shirt of fine stuff 
with a doctor's turband oti bis head and a silver'handlcd staff in 
his hand, and the house and porch were full of the perfumes where^ 
with he was scented. I was gready vexed at his coming in to me 
and thought to turn away the doorkeepersi but he saluted me 
after the g<x>dlie 5 t fashion and 1 returned his greeting and bade 
him be seated. & he sat down and be^ entertaining me with 
stories of the Arabs and tbdr verses, till my anger left me and 
methought my servants had sought to pleasure me by admitting a 
man of such goixl breeding and fine culture. Then I asked 
‘*Art thou for meat?"; and he answered, "I have no need of it." 
"And for drink?" quoth I, and quoth he, “That is as thou wilt." 
So I dr^k off a pint of wine and poured him out the tike. Then 
said he, “O Abu Ishak, wde thou sing us somewhat, so we may 
hear of thine art that wherein thou cxcellest high and law?" His 
words angered me; but I swallowed my anger and taking the luce 
played and sang. "Well done, O Abu Ishak!"* said he; whereat 
my wrath redoubled and I said to myself, “Is it not enough that 
he should intrude upon me, without my leave, and importune me 
thus, but he must call me by name, as though he knew not the 
right way to address me?" Quoth he, “An thou wilt sing some- 
tMng more we will requite mee " I dissembled my annoyance 
and took the lute and sang a^in, taking pains wiA what l 
and rising thereto altogether, in consideration of his saying, "We 

will requite thee."-‘And Shahraiad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her pennicted say, 

(t hu«! thr i&ix ^tthreb anb CigfjtP'^iSbd) 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the Sha^dih said to Abu Ishak, “If thou wilt sing something more 
we will requite thee." 1 dissembled my annoyance (continued 


» !n ihs I>enl u» yfrttng mem fair of Uvrnir anil ibrfnom of figitrc." iihacli 

11 tP ^ "Tempttr;" He allMi wem Pghr *tur& of 

lit wtmlii hiTe b*cn mart: £xmrem» in. aw uikt jtmitftr tp wr, O my l«ftU 
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Ibraluin) and. taking the lute, sang ag?in with grrat at^ticm to 
my sinfitng 3 JicJ rising altogether thereto* iti consideration of hiB 
savinff ”Wc will requite thee/’ He was delighted, and cried, 
‘‘W^’donc, 0 niy lord!"; presently adding. '^Dost thou give me 
leave to sing?” “As thou wilt,” answered I. deeming him 
of wit, in that he should think to sing in my presence, after that 
which’hc had heard from me. So he took the lute and swept the 
strings, and by Allah. I fancied they spoke in Arabic tongue, with 
a sweet and liquid and muimurous voice; then he beg^n and sang 
these couplets, 

“I beax a hurt beaft, who will sell me for this * A heart whole and free 
fitim all canter and smart? „ . , , , 

Nay, ntme will consent or to barter or buy * Such loa, ne er fiom sonwtf 

and fticiciMas t<i pajt: ^ . r l 

I groac wi* the grasming of to™ * And pin€ lof me pining 

uc‘cr frecth my 


And by Allah, meseemed the doors and ^e walls and all that 
in the house answered and sang with him, for the of hia 

voice, so that I fancied tny very limts and clothes replied to h^, 
and 1 abode amaaed and unable to speak or move, for the trouble 
of my heart. Then he sang these couplets, 

"Culvert of Liwi!‘ to your nests return; * Your manmful vdas thrill 

this heart of mine j j 

Tben back a-cup® the/ (tew, and wdl-nigb took * My life and nadc me 

tell my sfccxct pine- * t-l ■ l 

With c«ing call they otvt wlso’s goDCp aa though Th™r breasts iwm 

maddened vdth the race of whic; 

Ne'er did mme e>-e8 tbdr l^ for cuIvhs see * Who weep yet tear-drajj* 
never dye di^ ejne," 


And also these couplets, 

•‘O Zephyr of Najd, when ffwn Na{d thou blow. * Thy brcaihiiig? heap 

odly new woe on woe! . ^ t 

The turtle beap^tc me in bloom of mom * Ftoto the ca^^-twig and the 

She mcAncd with the moinLng of Icvc-sick youth * And exposed love'secrct I 

ne'er wtHjId show: ^ r 

They My lover weari^ of love when near * And is cured of love an aiar 

he go: 


» The Arab Temp# (of ficdoTi, mi of pidy fact). 
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1 tried either cute which ne'er cured my low, • But tint ncames# better 
than fames* ! know:* 

_tKfi nearness of love jio prerv^ * An v^hoso thou kiveat 

deny tliec of love,'* 

Then said he, “O Ibraimn. sing this eong af^ me, and prese^ing 
the mode thereof in thy singing, teach ic to thy slave-girls.’ 
Quoth I, “Repeat it to me " But he answered, “There needs no 
repetition: thou hast it by heart nor is there more to Icam.” 
Then he suddenly vanished from my sightn At this I was amazed 
and running to my sword drew it and made for the door of die 
Harim, but found it closed and said to tbe women, “What ba\’e 
ye heard?" Quoth they, "We have heard the sweetest of singing 
and the goodliest." Then I went forth amazed, to the house-door 
and, finding it lc»di.cd, questioned the doorkeepers of the old man. 
They replied, "What old man? By Allah, no one hath gone in 
to thee this day!" So I returned pondering the matter, when, 
behold, (here arose from one of the comers of the house, a Vox et 
pratcrea m'hit, saying, “O Abu Ishak, no harm shall befal thee. 
Tis I, Abu Murrah,“ who have been thy cup-companion this day, 
so f^ear nothing!" Then I mounted and rode to the palace, where 
I told Al'Rashid what had passed, and he said, "Repeat to me 
the airs thou heardest from mm." So I took the lute and played 
and sang them to him; for, behold, they were rooted in my heart. 
The Cahph was charmed with them and drank thereto, albeit he 
was no confirmed wine-bibber, saying, "Would he would some 
day pleasure us with his company, as he hath pleasured thee! 
Then he ordered me a present and 1 took it and went away. And 
men relate this story anent 


^Tlifsc lin«» ift tn rhtpt. nmil. Ft. mui. vii. SU, t>t»t that jtaihor 

do« rtcit nsli u% who iPTaCf 

Fiihcr of Bitterns the DeviL Tltis itgend of ihc Foail TtcTid HfipcnrinE w 
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THE LOVERS OF THE BAKU UZRAH.' 

Quoth Ma^nir the Eunucht "The Caliph Hanm Al-Rashid wm 
very wakeful one night sajd to me, See which of the poet? is 
at the door to'night.' So 1 went out and fin d i ng Jamil bin 
Ma'amar al-Utn* * in the antechamber, said to him, ‘Answer the 
Commander of the Faithful/ Quoth he, ‘I hear and I obey/ 
and goiiig in with me, saluted the Caliph, necumed Im grm- 
ing and bade hrm sit down. Then he said to him, O, Jai^, 
hast thou any of thy wonderful new stones to tell us? He 
replied, ‘Yes, O Commander of the Faithful r wouldst thou fainer 
t^par that which I have seen with mine eyes or that which I have 
only beard?’ Quoth the Caliph, TeU me something thou hast 
actually beheld/ Quoth Jamil, “Tis well, O Prince of Tme 
Believers; incline thy heart to me and lend me thine ears. The 
Caliph took a twister of red brocade, purfled with gold and stimed 
with ostrich'feathcrs and, laying it under his thighs propped up 
both elbows thereon; then he said to Jamil, 'Now^ for thy mlc, 
O Jamil!* Thereupon he begun, ‘Know, O Commander of the 
Faithful, that I was once desperately enamoured of a certain girl 

and used to pay her frequent visits/ -And Shalmaiad per- 

Chived the dawn of dB^y and cessed ^ytng h£T pemiitted s^y. 


iShtit it taati tfir J&unhrtti anh Cig&lp-nititti 


She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that wh^ 
the had propped his elbows upon the brocaded cushion, he 

said, “Out with thy tale, O Jami!!” and the poet begun:—Know, 
O Commander of the Faithful, I was desperately in love with a girl 
and used often to visit her, because she was my desire and delight 


‘ At-Mat'ua:. cliapl. cilM. (Ft. inial, vii., £9)) mentrtmi the Banu Odhr^h *• f-med 
for tovcTf ind ihc n&tkeric; tjlr of “Orwah «id ^ ' 

* Jiraii biJi tht pocf hai btflii tiocvced in VoL u. 102; ind ^ ha no 

hcT€ « he died ycwi bdbre Al^R^ihid ™ bom. The tiic bqptw like Ihn Minnir 

Md Hie Lidy RutSir (Night eocKmi.), e*trpt ih.i Mwiiur . 

^Anib. "Halufflmi;' jw btcijccdoQ^bringl o coitgc^ of the Bcb. llilum , Hw 
giikmm:irlii£i of Kofkh and BM^ionh arc diiddd ocucemAg la engin. 
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of all cbe things of this world. After a while, her people removed 
with her, by reason of scarcity of pasttirc, and 1 abode some time 
without seeing her, till I grew resdess for desire and longed for her 
aigh t and the flesh' urg^ me to journey to her. One night, I 
could hold out no longer; so 1 rose and saddling my she'camel, 
bound on my turban and donned my oldest dress." Then f 
baldricked myself with my sword and slinging my spear behind 
me, mounted and rode forth in quest of her, I fared on fast dll, 
one night, it was pitch dark and exceeding black, yet I persisted 
in the hard task of climbing down Wadys and up hills, bearing on 
aD sides the roaring of lions and howling of w^olves and the cries 
of the wild beasts. My reason was trouWed thereat and my heart 
<anlc within me: but for all that my tongue ceased not to call on 
the name of Almighty Allah, As I went along thus, sleep over¬ 
took me and the camel carried me aside out of my road, dll, 
presently, something* * smote me on the head, and I woke, 
startled and alarmed, and found myself In a pasturage full of trees 
and streams and birds on the branches, warbling their various 
speech and notes. As the trees were tangled 1 alighted and, 
taking my camel's halter in hand, fared on softly with her, till I 
got clear of the thick growth and came out into the open country, 
where 1 adjusted her saddle and mounted again, knowing not 
where to go nor whither the Fates should lead me; but, presently, 
peering afar into the desert, 1 espied a hre in its middle depth. 
So I smote my camel and made for the fire. When I drew near, 
I saw a tent pitched, and fronted by a spear stuck in the ground, 
with a pennon flying* and horses tediered and camels feeding, and 
said in mysdf, “Doubtless there hangeth some grave matter by 
this tent, for I see none other than it in the deKit." So 1 went 
up thereto and said, “Peace be with you, O people of the tent, 
and the mercy of Allah and His Blessing!" Whereupon there 
came forth to me a young man as youths are when nineteen years 
old, who was like the fufl moon shining in the East, with valour 
written between his eyes, and answered, saying, “And with thee 


■ Antb. vydi hetr rarnspoiuiif with our '^dic ftrwh ** [he ^'Oid 

Adun^"^ flsi. 

• AnJ?. " AunM*' lued for mivcL The An^to-Amcricmni the oa\f people wIbj hiTc 
the coJTimwo ttnx to trmi (where they m not Itfloiria) b thdr ''store ciodn*" and 
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be the Peace, and Allah's mercy and His ble^gl O brother of 
the Arabs, tnethinks thou hast lost thy way?" Replied I, "Even 
so, direct me right, Allah have mercy on. thee!" He rejoined, 
"O brother of the Arabs, of a truth this our land is infested with 
lions and the right is exceeding dark and dreary, beyond measure 
cold and gloomy, and 1 fear lest the wild b^ts rend thee in 
pieces; wherefore do thou alight and abide with me this ti^ht in 
ease and comfort, and to-morrow I will put thee in the right way. 
Accordingly, I dismounted and hobbled my she'Camel with the 
end of her hdterj’ then i put off my heavy upper cbthes and sat 
down. Presently the young man took a sheep and slaughtered it 
and b'ndkd a brisk fire; after which he went into the tent and 
bringing out findy powdered salt and spices^ fell to cutting off 
pieces of mutton and roasting them over the fire and feeding me 
therewith, weeping at one while and sighing at another. Then he 
groaned heavily and wept sore and improv'ised these couplets, 

'''There recaaias to him Mughc avc a flitdng breath ^ And an eye whose 
bahe ever w^isdtcretli. 

There remains not a joiot iti hf* Iimb a;, hut whit * Disease ever 

toitureth. 

His ^£$xs flowing., his vitala burning; * Yet tor all hi* terngue still he 
dlenceth. 

AIJ foanen in. pity beweep his woes: * ’Ah for fmke whenn the foauan 
pitieth!" 

By this I kn^\ O CommandOT of the Faithful, that the youth was 
a distracted lover (for none knoweth passion save he who hath 
casted the passioU'^avour)* and quoth 1 to tnys^, ^ Shall I ask 
him?*^ Buc 1 consulted my judgment and How sb^ I 

AjKaJ with questioning, and I m his abodc?’^ So I restmined 
myself and ate my sufficiency of the ifieac. ^i\^hen we had made 
an end of eating, the young man arose and entering the tent, 
brought out a handsoine basin and ewer and a silken napkin, 
whose ends were purfied with red gold and a £prinkling''bottk 
full of rose-water mingled with musk. I rnarvcU^ at his dainty 
ddicate ways and said in my mind, ‘‘^Never wot 1 of delicacy in 
the desert/^ Then we washed our hands and talked a whilet after 


'Tying up thu netr jiut abfsvx lisfi luwc; iiui ewi witii tfetii a pmd hop 

aver iun4i7 milta of gpOLind la [he oounc of i nJighc. The kibbUrHi w ihirwn m i-im- 

CNlffhtv vtjL p. 4 ^} 
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which he went into the cent and making a partition b^ecn 
himself and me with a piece of red brocade, said to me, "'Enter, 
O Chief of the Arabs, and take thy rest; for thou hast suffered 
more of toil and travd than suOioeth this night and in this thy 
ioumey.’' So I entered and finding a bed of green brocade, doffed 
my dress and passed a night such as 1 had never passed in my 

life.-And Shahraiad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to 

say her permitted say* 


jahttt it teas the S>ix ©unbrtti anb ^inttieSj 

She Tesumed. It hath reached O auspicious King, that Jamil 
spoke, saying;—Never in my Hfe passed I a night like that. I 
pondered the young man's case, dll the world was dark and all 
eyes slept, when I was aroused by the sound of a low wice, never 
heard I a sofcer or sweeter. I raised the curtain which hung be' 
tween us and saw a damsd (nev^er beheld I a fairer of face), by the 
young man's side and thc>* were both weeping and complaining, 
one to other of the pangs of passion and desire and of the excess 
of their longing for union." Quoth 1, "By AMi, 1 wonder who 
may be this second onel When I entered this tent, there was 
none therein save this young man." And after reflection 1 added, 
“Doubtless this damsel is of the daughters of the Jinn and is 
enamoured of this youth; so they have secluded themselves with 
each other in this solitary place." Then 1 considered her closely 
and behold, she was a mortal and an Arab girl, whose fac^ when 
she unveilEJ. sliamcd the shining sun, and the tent was lit up by 
the light of W countenance- When I was assured that she was 
his belo\'ei I bethought me of bver'jealousy; so 1 let drop the 
curtain and covering my face, fdl asleep. As soon as it was dawn 
1 arose and donning my clothes, matfe the Wusu-ablution and 
prayed such prayers as are obligatory and which I had deferred. 
Then I said, “O brother of the Aralss, wdt thou direct me into 
the right road and thus add to thy favours?" He replied, “At 
thy leisure, O chief of the Arabs, the term of the guesi-rite is 


lAi apptmd w in tJns alA knrttttly Liiigtia^ of layc, which ii 

wadii J ii in iht Lydca nf Cimocni tnd found iKai 1 wm 

fpciking m for^tten tun^uct wtiidi nu^tUy amiitfri tKfl £cmmnn MTt flf mlic wd 
review Bf, 
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chriee daysj and 1 am not ore to let thee m before that time* *” So 
I abode with him three days, and on the fourth day as we sat 
talking, I asked him of his name and lineage. Quoth he “As for 
my lineage, I am of the Banu Odhrah ■, my name is such an one, 
son of such an one and my father s brother is called such an one." 
And behold, O Commander of the Faithful, he was the son of my 
paternal unde and of the noblest house of the Banu Uarah. 
Said I, “O my cousin, what moved thee to act on this wise, 
scdudiig thysdf in the waste and leaving thy fair estate and that 
of thy father and thy slaves and handmaids?” When he heard 
my words, his eyes filled with tears and be replied, “Know, O my 
cousin, that I fell madly in love of the daughter of my fathers 
brother, fascinated by her, distracted for her, passion'possessed as 
by a Jinn, wholly unable to let her out of ray sight. So I sought 
her in mamage of her sire, but he refused and married her to a 
man of the Banu Odhrah, who went in to her and carried her to 
his abiding-phcc this last year. When she was thus far removed 
from me and 1 was prevented from looking on her, the fiery pangs 
of passion and excess of lovc'longing and desire drove me to ioZ' 
sake my clan* and friends and fortune and take up my abode in 
this desert, where I have grown used to my solitude;" i asked, 
"Where are their dwellings?" and he answered, “They are hard 
by, on the crest of yonder hih; and every night, at the dead ejme, 
when all eyes sleep, she steakth secretly out of the camp, unseen 
of any one, and I satisfy my desire of her converse and she of 
So 1 abide thus, solacing myself with her a part of the 
night, till AUah work out that which is to be wrought; cither I 
shall compass my desire, in spite* of the envious, or Allah will 


*BpXcre cxjLctl)^ thixc d»ji rnitl dghe hmiri* after whicli tSc gaeit bcccme* i fHendi 
and in chir A|]gtntinc pramH l« expectcij to da fneniJ'i duly. The JraptiUr 
*^Tliccnteriatriini!nE: of m ^eit b three days; the viinicum li a dajr lad a nightp 

and cxcmkth ikta Li 

*Arab. ^'Ashirsih/' Boaka icil ua there vc nf conneeiMn amon^ the 

Shi^ib, mbecrrjthcr raxt: nadcui (a« theAiu^) demnlad from « common 
uteoaiof; KmbOqJi chc tribe pftpp^ (whcn.cc Ut A’k^yA?!} ^ (lept), Imirah i Ajhirah 

(all t r]iin% ti^nccrmci); FaJthb (lir, the thigfh, kli bltml r^adonij ind Bam (b^y} 
nil kiih mui kin, Praciqeally KdbJIah tf the tfibcp Afhfr*h tht elm, atid Biyc the hniitn- 
bold ; vhtlc Hayy may he anythtus lycrBrscn tribe icid kith and kin 

* This l| ^e tnie placoEijc iof9^ of nohle Ajab?, the bhk ^uzn, noced ii) vdi ii.j 104- 
“ Anb. 'Ali n^^Kiia/’ a iavourirc itsm. It in i for Fnatanfe, whEjj the 

Shl^abf Bfe aikoj the catue of mch anil iuch * nEual dkanctiaEi they will rcplf* **AJt 
minima ^^Tajanhiitf"^; the^tmiui. 
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detennine for me and He is the best oi determinators." Now 
when the youth told me his c a s e > O Comniander of the Faiutul, 

I was concerned for him and perplexed by reason of my j^omy 
for his honour; so I said to turn, "O son of my uncle, wilt 
that I point out to thee a plan and suggest to thee a project, 
whereby (please Allah) thou shalt find perfect welfare and the 
way of right and successful issue whereby the Alnw^cy shall do 
away from thee that thou dreadcst? He replied, on, O my 
cousin"; and quoth 1, "When it is night and the girl cometh, set 
her on my shc'camcl which is sw'ift of pace, and mount thou thy 
steed, whilst I bestride one of these dromedaries* So will we fart 
on all night and when the morrow moms, we shall have traversed 
wolds and wastes, and thou wilt have attained thy desire and won 
the bdovKl of thy heart. The Almighty s earth is wfide, and by 
Allah, 1 will back thee with heart and wealth and sword* ^And 

ShahiWd perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her per' 
mitted say. 

it bias Ifit *ix anh j^inetp-firat 

She said. It hadi reached me, O auspidous King, that when Jamil 
adv'i^ the dopement and night journey, promising his aid as long 
as be lived, the youth accepted and said, "O cousin, wait till I 
take counsd with her, for she is quick-witted and prudent and hath 
insight into affairs," So (continued Jamil) when the night dark' 
ened and the hour of her cotning arriv^, and he awaiting her ac the 
appointed tide, she debyed beyond her usual time, and I saw him 
go forth tJie door of the tent and opening his mouth, inhale the 
wafts of breeie that blew from her quarter, as if to snuff her per¬ 
fume, and he repeated these two couplets:— 

of East ’who hnngest iDt gentle uf • Ft™ the place of sojourn 

where dwells tny fair: 

O of the lowr thou bdres dgn, * Canst poc of fiar cotning 

5tgn^ bear?'' 

Then he entered the tent and sat weeping awhile; after which he 
said to me, "0 my cousin, some mifichance must have betided the 
dau^tcr of mine unde, or some accident must have hindered her 
from coming to me this night," presently adding, "But abide 
where thou art, till I bring dice the news.” And he took sword 
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and fihidd and was ab^t a while of the night, after which he 
returned, carrying sotnething in fund and called aloud to me. So 
I hastened to him and he said, “O my couain, knowest thou what 
hath happened?” I replied, ^‘No, by Allahr' be, '‘‘Verily, 

I am disi^ught concerning my cousin this night; for, as she was 
coming to me, a lion met her in the way and devoured her, and 
there remaineth of her but what thou seest." So saying, he threw 
down what he had in his hand, and behold, it was the damsel s 
turband and what was left of her bones. Then he wept sore and 
casting dovm his bow,* took a bag and went fordi again saying, 
“Stir not hence till 1 return to thee, if it please Almighty Allah/* 
He was absent a while and presently returned, bearing in his hand 
a lion's head, which he threw on the ground and called for water. 
So I brought him water, with which he washed the lion’s mouth 
and fell to kissing it and weeping; and he mourned for her ex' 
ceedingly and recited these couplets, 

“Ho thou lion who bnou^cest thyself lo woe, * Thou art slain and worse 
sorrows tny bosom tEod! 

HuHi hast reft ntc of fairest companueiship, * Made her hoou Eudi's wooih 
till the world shall end. 

To Time, who hath wiwughr me snob giief, I say, • ‘Allah grant in her stead 
Dover show a friendf ” 


Then said he to me, ‘X) cousin, I conjure thee by Allah and the 
diims of kindred and consanguinity* between us, keep thou my 
charge. Thou wilt presently see me dead before thee; w'here' 
upon do thou wash me and shroud me and these that remain of 
my cousin's bones in ihis robe and bury us both in one grave and 
write thereon these two couplets, 

*On Earth siufsLCie we lived in rare caje and jo^ * By fdJmvAhip jcoii^ m 
dwic hoiue and hcane. 

But Fate with her changes departed Ufl* • And the ftlirtnid ccnijcfus us in 
Eaith*& cold womb/ 


* In the tiscT '"At-Kjsu*** for which Lane Pavne fubadtutc a. thidd. Tfce bow hod 

nne been ineiiEiDneil but?—wVm/vnr, tbe Amb rtAiier wmdJ u]r. In the mt it ui kit 
tt bec4uee it U i fiir-kjiiin^ weapon cempami with twei^ liut bnce. 

Hmise fhc Spiiniivrd calli tud cull# ihc knife fhe “bravest ef anni^* *a it waftevn mmn 
bdiind It. 

■ Arab. "Eahim*" or “Rihni?'=^w£jTiib| utehne rcktioiu^ pity or sympuJiyi wKicJi mar 
bert be metnt* 
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Then he wept with sore weeping and, entering the tsM, was absent 
awhile, after which he came fotth^ groaning and crying exit. Then 
he gave one sob and departed this world- When 1 saw that he 
was indeed dead, it was griex'ous to me and so sore was tny 
sonow for him that I had weU-nigh foUoxved him for excess of 
mnuming over him- Then I laid him out and did as he had 
enjoined me, shrouding his cousin's remains with him in one robe 
and laying the twain in one grave, I abode by their tomb three 
days, after which 1 departed and continued to pay frequent pious 
visits’ to the place for two years. This (hen is their story, O 
Commander ol the Faithful! Al-Rashid was pleased with Jamil’s 
story and rewarded him with a robe of honour and a handsome 
present. And men also tell a tale oonceming 


THE BA0AW1 AND HIS WIFE.= 

Caliph Mu'awiyah was one day in his palace* * at 

Damascus, in a room whose windows were open on all four 
sides, that the breesc might enter from every quarter. Now it 
was a day of excessive heat, with no breeze from the hills 
stirring, and the middle of the day, when the heat was at its 
height, and the Caliph saw a man coming along, scorched by 
die heat of the ground and limping, as he fared on barefoot, 
hl'u'awjyah considered him awhile and said to his courtiers, 
■"Hath Allah (may He be extolled and exalted!) created any 
miserabler tl>an he who need must hie abroad at such an hour 
and in such sultry tide as this?" Quoth one^of them. Haply 
he seeketh the Commander of the Faithful; and quoth the 


' Reddns FAtiJiihi and so fonh, u 1 hiift desenbed In the CEmetery t»f Al-M^iwh 
fa. 300 ). dn not piy foe layers lo benefit the dead bice the iiw)oritF of 

Chrittendom end, sooordin^ to Caleinisdc Wahhibi-iun. thdr rnyees mhI hlestuags ete 
<rf DO ireaiL But (fie nwanu^** heort loathes «ason *od he preys for his desd itudacdsely 
like the so-temed “ Protcstarti." Amongst the Utter, by the bye, I find four greet Strm- 
mitif, (1> Psttl of Tmui who piocesicd the llEbrsism of Peter i fl) Mohaini^ 

who proresied agdnst the perremons of Chtisiiiiiuty; (3) lotthef who protdced ssniitt 
Itebin nite in CtMniny, and Ustly (4) me (who shaU be njniElas) that pnitesis sgsmw 

the whole Imiiness. . < t 

* Lsne ttinsrers this ta sol. i. S20 (tiotes to chspc. vn.>? and gtires a mere alistnict u of 

(hat preceding. ^ 

* We Icsrti fr«n Ibn Bstoesh that It stood South of the Great Meeque and sfcerwar^ 

ihc Gjppersnnihs' Bsw. The site was known as Al-Kharxl (the Gteeo) and the 
buUifittg wss dcattnyed by the Ahhasidca. See De^Mmery •«( Sanpnnr wi, i- 206. 
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Caliph, “By Allah, if be seek me, I wiE assuredly give to him, 
and if he be wronged, 1 will certainly succour him. Ho, boyl 
Stand at the door, and if yonder wild Arab seek to come in to 
me, forbid him not therefrom," So the page went out and pre¬ 
sently the Arab came up to him and he said, “What dost thou 
want?" Answered the other, “I want the Commander of die 
Faithful," mid the page said, “Enter." So he entered and saluted 

the Caliph,-^And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say, 


Shjen it Idatf the 9ix ^n&reb anb ^tnrtp'irtmnb 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
page allowed him to enter, the Badawi saluted the Caliph, who 
said to hitn , "Who art thou?" Replied the Arab, "I am a man 
of the BanU Tamim."^ "And what bringedi thee here at this 
season?" asked Mu’awiyah; and the Arab answered, “I come to 
thee, complaining and thy protection imploring," “Agai^t 
whom?" “Against hfarwan bin al-Hakam,* thy deputy,” replied 
he, and began reciting, 

*'Mu'iwi>’ab,^ thou gen'rovfl Jord, and best of men tint be; • And oh, thou 
lord of learning, grace and fair buinanity< 

Thre-want I come bocamc my way of life is strait to me: • O help! and la 
ms not dearnir thins equity to sec. 

D eign thtni redress the wrong that dealt the t>™it whim of him • Who 
better had my life destroyed than made such wrong to dree. 


iThis grMX tnbe or rather natjim has been nobced btfcre ('f'oi- il. 170i. The name 
inesns “Strong:/' and deiivet frani oae Timiiii hin Murr of the rate <»f Ailnnii, sat. drc. 
AD. 121, They hoU the Nprth.EMwm uplsnJj of Nsud, COtnTl>rtijti« the great dwrt 
Af-fiahtiJ aiul extend to AtBibriyn. They art split up tnco a mulriiude of clan* 
■cpia; and they tan tiosst of producing two famoat sectariaiu One was AhtluUah bin 
Su^r, heed of the SofTriyah; and the other AbdulUh but Ibir (Ibedhl whence the Ibiirfyeh 
hetebca of Oman who long inelitded her pftneei. Pialgri ve wrongly writ» .A badee^ 

■.nrl B'lKtijtfyJi-h Bibci wu m Ajrtb vuLigsniFii uloJ ^ lhc 

Budgcr Tightly rrcifrta Ihiiiyith which he Wirit» IbldhivAh f.Niar. of iht im^nii^ rtCr). 

^Gjvemor ol A^Mcciifith under ^!^a'lwiy■h mud M/^erwarJa fA.H- 
^Fcuth Ominiade. AL-Siydn fp, 216} wili nol BKOunt him ii&iKtiit the pnntx* of ihc 
Fhi^Ad, holding him • rebel against OtjLicy makes Ihn el-Zubayr itinth 

Knd Marwin tenth tUUph. l u u 

^The eddme, without tbc vocxd-ve pvtidOi b mure cmpbmtic; and tn* Prn+ 
Mu'awijfth Kcntf fco cotirt iht t/mmoa. 
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He robbed toe of my wife Su'ad and proved him wwrt of foes. • Stealine 
mine honour ’mid my foUt with femi iniquity; , 

And went about to take my Uf« before th' appomted day * Hath dawned 
whirh AUali made my lot by desciny'# decree,'' 

How v/hea Mu'awiyah beard him recite tht^ verses, writh die 
£re ilasbing froni his Kouth, be said to him, ^Welcome and fair 
weiiiiine, O brother of the Arabs! Tell me tby tale and acquaint 
me with thy case." Replied the Arab, "O Commander of the 
Faithful, 1 bad a wife whom 1 loved passing dear with love none 
ram p near*, and she was the oooltb of mine eyes and the joy of 
my heart; and I had a herd of camels, whose produce enabled 
me tn maintain my condition; but there came upon us a bad 
year which killed off hoof and hom and left me naught. When 
what was in my hand failed me and w-ealth fell frtiia me and I 
lapsed into ev'il case, I at once became abject and a burden to 
those who crewhile wished to visit me; and when her father 
knew' it, he took her from me and abjured me and drove me 
forth without ruth, So I repaired to my deputy, Marwan bin 
al'Hakam, and asked his aid. He summemed her sire and quesr 
tinned him of my case, when he denied any knowledge of me. 
Quoth 1, ‘Allah assain the Emir! An it please him to send 
for the woman and question her of her father's saying, the truth 
will appear.' So he sent for her and brought her; but no 
Boorier had he set eyes on her than he fell in love with her; so, 
becoming my rival, he denied me succour and was wroth with 
me, and sent me to prison, w'here I became as I had fallen from 
heaven and the wind had cast me down in a far land. Then 
said Marwan to her father, 'Wilt thou give her to me to wife, 
on a present settlement of a thousand dinars and a contingent 
dowry of ten thousand dirhams,* and I will engage to free her 
from yonder wfld Arab!’ Her father was seduced by the bribe 
and agreed to the bargain; whereupon Marwan sent for me and 
looking at me like an angry lion, said to me, 'O Arab, divorce 
Su'ad.' I replied, 'I will not put her aw^y;' but he set on me 
a company of his servants, who tortured me with all manner of 
tortures, till I found no help for it but to divorce her. I did so 
and he sent me baii to prison, where 1 abode cill the days of her 


*Tti!!i may meaii tint the £500 were the wommuV "radtr'* «tr enuiiage dowry 
kAd the 4 pment 05 Iwiy fadier'i. COf^ttatu 
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purification were accompliahed, when he married her and let me 
go. So now I come hither in thee hoping and thy succour 
impbring and myself on thy protection dirowing." And he 
spoke these couplets, 


'Within erf ficaiT is 
Within mf frame me pains 
Live coals in vitals hum 
Teais flood mine ej-ca and down 
Only God's aid and dune 


* ftTiithever flameth higher^ 

* For skili of loch too dke 

* And ^rarks from tvnl up spire: 

* Coursmg my cheek ne’er tire; 

* I crave tor my desire!" 


Then he was convulsed,' and his teeth chattered and he fell 
down in a fit, squinning Like a scotched snake. When Ma'awiyah 
heard his story and his verse, he said, ’‘Marwan al'Hakam 
hath transgressed against the laws of the Faith and hath vity 

lated the Harirn of True Believersf’* *-And Shahrazad per' 

ceived die dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


iSfien it toad tfie ^ix ^tnrhret) anb 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that 
when the Caliph Mu'aw'iyah heard the wild Arab’s words, he 
said, ‘The son of Al'Hakam hath indeed transgressed against the 
laws of the Faith and hath %iolated the Harim of True Believers,” 
presently adding, “O Arab, thou comest to me with a story, die 
like whereof i never heard/" Then he called for inkcase and 
paper and wrote to Marwan as fallows, "Verily it Imth reach^ 
me that thou transgresseth the laws of the Faith with regard to 
thy lieges. Now it bchoveth the Wall who govemeth the folk to 
keep his eyes from their lusts and stay his fleSi from its deL'ghts.” 
And after he wrote many words, w^ch (quoth he who told me 
the tale) I omit, for brevity’s sake, and amongst Aem these 
couplets. 

Thou wast invested {'woe to thee!) * with rule for the utl£c; * Crave cbou 
^ of Allah pardon for thy foul adultery. 

Th’ unhappy youth to us u come complaining 'mid hii gioam • And a s ka 
redress for parting'grief and saddened me through thcc. 


’ tnw tc nature, Sec an woount of the ^uas-epilcpde fict m wliieh Syriin* i« 
■nlijeei ud by them coUod At-Wihtali ifl ■‘The Inns- Ufe of SyTit," i. m 

* Arih. ^Wayh»-b'' here etjuivaleni to WayltJL M. C- BaAier de Mevurd RDiieni 
the finr "mws awi'' tad the eentid "jnisirable," 
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An oalii have 1 to AlUb sv^om jhall nevef be foeswam-, • Nay, for I'Jl 
do whit Faith and Creed catamand me to dL'cree. 

An thou date aosa me in whate'cf to thee I now indite • t of thy flesh 
assuredly wUl make the vulture fiee. 

Divorce Su*aii, equip her well, and in the bottea haste • With Al-Kuaiyt 
and Zibm'e son, hight Nier. tund to me." 

Then he folded the letter and, sealing it with his seal, delivered it 
to Al'Kumayt* and Nasr hin Shan (whom he was wont to ao' 
ploy cn weighty mattere, because of their trustiness) who took 
the missive and carried it to Al'Medinah, where they went in to 
Marwan and saluting him delivered to him the wnt and cold him 
how the case stood. He read the letter and fell a'weeping; hut 
he went in to Su’ad (as 'twas not in his power to refirse obedience 
to the Caliph) and, acquainting her with the case, divorced her in 
die presence of Al'Kumayt and Nasr; after which he equip^ 
her and delivered her to them, together with a letter to the Caliph 
wherein he versified as follows, 

"Hurry oot. Prince of Faithful Men! with best of grace thy vcw * I will 
accomplith as ‘twas vmved and with the gladdest gree- 
I diuied not adultennu ain when loved her I, then how * Carat charge 
me with advowtrous deed or any villainy? 

Soon adEcs to thee that aplendid sun which ^th no Living peer • On earth, 
iMjf aught tn moixal men or Jinna her Uhe shalt see,' 

This he sealed with his own signet and gave to the messenger 
who returned with Su'ad to Damascus and delivered to Mu awi' 
yah the letter, and when be had read it he cried, “Verily, he haA 
obeyed handsomely, but he exocedeth in his praise of the woman," 
Then he called for her and saw beauty such as he had never seen, 
for comeliness and Icf^'diness, stature and symmetrical grace; 
moreover, he talked with her and found her fluent of speech and 
choice in words. Quoth he, “Bring me the Arab." So they 
fetciied ^e man, who came, sore disordered for shifts and changes 
of fortune, and Mu*awjyah said to him, "O Arab, an thou ^t 
fredy give her up to me, I will bestow upon thee m her stead 
three ^ve girls, high'b^tned maids like moons, with each a 
thousand dinars; and I will assign thee on the Treasury' such an 
annual sum as shall content thee and enrich thee.’" When the 


i TWi U M ifiaiubcc when the anlclt (Al) ti comccljr uied with anc rwnc iiid 

noi with anaclicj. Al-Kuiiunf^ (P- ^ meini a bay h«fie with bL&ck t 
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Arab heard thK he groaned one groan and swooned away» so that 
Mu'awiyah thought he wa$ dead; and, as soon as Ke revived^ the 
Caliph said to him, “What aileth theer* The Arab answered, 
heavy heart and in sore need have I appealed to thee from 
the injustice of Marwan bin al-Hakam; but to whom shall I 
appeal from thine injustice?*' And he versified in these 
couplets, 

“Make me not (Allah »ve the Caiiphi) on* of the betrayed • Who frooi 
the fiery wnds to fire must for and aid: 

Ddgn thou restore Suld to thi^ afflicted hi^it diatntught. * Wliich t?v«y 
mom and eve by eareac sorruw is waylaid: 

Lexw? cLou my bands and gnidgc me not and give her And Jt 

tbou do so ne’er thou shall for lack of thanki upbrajd^ 


Then said he, “By Alhh, O Commander of the Faithful, wm 
thou to give me all die riches contained in the (^ahphate, ^t 
would I not take diem without Su’ad." And he recited this 
couplet, 

“1 love Sti'ad and unto all but hers my is dead, * Each mom 1 fed her 

Im’C to me is drink and daiJy br=aad. 


Quoth the Caliph, “Thou confesscst to having divorced her 
Marwan owned the like; so now we will give her fre^ choi^, 
she choose other than thee, we will marry her to and if she 
choofie thee, we will restore her to thee. Replied the Ara^ 
“Do so,” So Mu'awiyah said to her, “What sayest thou, O 
Su'ad? Which dost thou choose; the Commander of the 
Faithful, with his honour and glory and dominion and palaces and 
trCcLsurcs and aJl else thou S6est at hia comman^^ or Marw^ bin 
al'^HakaLU with hk violence and tyrannyj or this Arab, with his 
hunger and poverty?” So she improvised tb^e couplets. 


’Tliis (TOC, whom hunger plagues, and rags enfold, • I>C3r*f than tnhe and 
kttb and kin 1 bold; „ „ , . £•% 

Than cfownid head, or dq>uty Marwan, • Or all who boasi of alver co™ 

and gold.“ 


Then said she. “By Allah. O Commander of the FmM, I will 
not forsake him for the shifts of Fortune or the perfidi^ or 
there being between us old companionship we may not forget, and 
love beyond stay and let; and indeed *tis but just I bear 
him in his adversity, even as I shared with him in prosperity, 

VOI_ VIL 
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The Caliph marveOed at her wit and love and constancy and, 
ordering her ten thousand dirhams, delivered her to die Arab, who 
cook his wife and watt away.' And they likewise tell a tale of 


THE LOVERS OF SASSORAH. 

Tire Caliph Harun al-’Rashid was sleepless CFne night; so he sent 
for AlAsmah and Husayn al'Khali‘a“ and said to them, ‘Tdl me 
a story you twain and do thou begin, O Husayn." He said, " Tis 
wclL O Commander of the Faithful;'' and thus began;—Some 
years ago, I dropped down stream to Bassorah, to present to 
hfohanimed bin Sulayman al'RabfP a Kasidah or elegy I had 
compo^ in his praise; and he accepted it and Ixide me abide 
with him. One day, 1 went out to Al-Mirbad,* * by way of Al' 
Muhaliyahp and, hdng oppressed by the excessive heat, went up 
CO a great door, to ask for drink, when I was suddenly aware of a 
damsel, as she were a branch swaying, with eyes languishing, eye¬ 
brows arched and Enely pencilled and smooth che^ rounded, 
dad in a shift the colour of a pomegranate-fltrwer, and a mantilla 
of Sana'a* work; but the perfect whiteness of her body overcame 
the redness of her shift, through which glittered two breasts Lke 
twin gnmadoes and a waist, as it were a roll of fine Coptic linen, 
with creases like scrolls of pure w'hite paper stutTed with muskP 
Moreov'cr, O Prince of True Believers, round her neck was dung 
an amulet of red gold that fell down between her breasts, and on 


* Thii which reotSs like trutlli is ■ triple act-eff for a cari4i>ilJ of ablUd 

mmm. But CTcn thf HlndoJ, dclennined milO^^'iiiita an booka, rctcnt. 

Sa>‘^ the KjLiiiJi S*rit Sagara; “Su you lee, Klhg, IwtcrorahlE msimna ntt devoted ta 
ihdf hufbAndf, ^nd k U not the case tfaas all w&mcn we ilw^yt bad*' (li. 624). Lci me 
hope that alcer bU thii hliirresa S^o^ad did tmt li:ad ticf hiuband 4 hut ilkh 

* Al~KhBirM baj bcCT exp|«iiiad in veJ. L 3ll: the cranjlsiion of AI-Mu'udI (ii, 10} 

rondoi it Abd Alj 4|H-Hu&ay.n ihc wai h Bassontt and i, worthy co^n- 

puuuo of Abu Nowas the Debuidbeo; htii he jdertLoi the CWrt of AJ-Aimn the h>tt. 
EiOC 0^ AJ-Riibid the father. 

^ Qivcmor <if hut tm* in Al-Htuayn'i day. 

* The fameui marScet-pliCE wboe pdomi were recited; ineoiioii^ by Al-Haiiri. 

* A qJiftcT of Bworah. 

^Capird of A^TwuBn, amJ ihtn famed far la Ecatker ^nd other work (voL r. 16 ). 
^Tbe trews to the stomath lika the lu^e nasd afv alwayi iiiiuci?d trpon. Says tbe 
KitM fd. Sli) *^AiuJ ht kukod m th*t torrent river of the dirit of beauty^ ijiamcd 
vriili I wakt fimik ebannins by chose wivodikc wdnkiDi," etc. 
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die pkm of her forehead were browtocks like jct.' Her eyebrows 
jcinra and her eyes were like lakes; she had an aquiline nose and 
thereunder shdl'likc lips showing teeth like pearls. Pleasantness 
prevailed in e\'^ pan of her; but die seemed dejected, disturbed, 
distracted and hi the vestibule came and went, walking upon die 
hearts of her lovers, whibt her legs® made mutse the voices of thdr 
ankle'rings; and indeed she was as saith the poet, 

“Each jnrttca) of her chium; wc see * Seenu of the whole a dnule." 

1 was overawed by her, O Cammander of the Faithful, and drew 
near her to greet lux, and behold, the house and vesdble aiid 
highways breathed fragrant with musk. So I saluted her and she 
returned my salam with a voice dejected and heart depressed and 
with the ardour of passion consumed. Then said 1 to her, '"O my 
lady, 1 am an old man and a stranger and sore troubled by thirst. 
Wdt thou order me a draught of water, and win reward in 
heaven?” She cried, “Away, O Shaykh, from me! I am ells' 

tiacted fro m all thought of meat and drink."-And Shahrazad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

IBhtn it toatf the ^ix Ihtttthreh anh .^tnetp^lmirth 

She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that the 
damsel said, “O Shaykh, 1 am distracted from all thought of meat 
and drink." Quoth I (continued Htisayn), “By what ailment, O 
my lady?” and quoth she, "I love one who dcateth not justly 
by me and I desire one who of me will none. Wherefore I am 
afflicted with the wakefulness of those who wake star'gadng.” 
I asked, "O ray lady, is there on the wide expanse of earth one 
to whom thou hast a mind and who to thee hath no mind?” 
Answered she, "Yes; and this for the perfection of beauty and 
loveliness and goodliness wherewith be is endowed.” "And why 
standeth thou in this porch?" enquired I. **This is his road,” 
replied she, "and the hour of his passing by,*' I said, "O my tady, 
have ye ever foregathered and had such commerce and converse as 


^ Armh. (nov SsEnit. ml the Mu. Etiic- tmipfinti ie); 1 mm not aant o/ita meiming. 
■ A ETuly Arab — 

The mlfid^ the niusc bmthtng fr&m hef fuef 
ber edw moved ib^iluiucillsr, tuggcstiri^ the mewcmtaiE md cvniequaTf mnd of a, 
mufical lELitnitnetit 
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mi^it cause this passion?" At this she heaved a deep sigh; the 
tears rained down her checks, as they were dew falling upon roses, 
and she versified with these couplets, 

"We were like willow-boughs 10 garden ahming • And Bcenled ;oys in 
happiest life combining; 

Whenu one bough iiom (icher sdi wcuM rend * * And oh! ihou seat 
this for that lEpiningl" 

Quoth 1, "O maid, and what beddeth thee of thy love for this 
man?"; and ciuoth slie, “1 see the sun upon the walls of his folk 
and I dunk tne sun is he: or haply I catch sight of him uneipect^ 
ediy and am ccnfoutnkd and the blood and the life fly my body and 
1 abide in unreasoning plight a week or e'en a se’nnighc.'" I, 
“Excuse me, for I al» have suffered that which is upon thee of 
love-longing and distraction of soul and wasting of frame and loss 
of strength; and I see in thee pallor of complexion and emaciation, 
such as testify of the fes'cr-fits of desire. But how sbouldst thou 
be unsmittea of passion and thou a sojourner in the land of 
Bassorah?" Said sh^ ’"By AUah, tiefore I fell in love of this 
youth, I was perfect in beauty and loveliness and amorous grace 
which ravished all the Princes of Bassorah, dll he fell in love 
with me." I asked, “O maid, and who parted you?"; and she 
answered, “The vicissitudes of fortune, but die manner of our 
separation was strange; and ‘twas on this wise. One New Year s 
day I had invited the damsels of Bassorah and amongst them a 
girl belonging to Siran, who had bought her out of Oman for four¬ 
score thousand dirhams. She loved me and loved me to madness 
and when she entered she direw herself upon me and wdl-nigh 
tore me in pieces with bites and pinches-' Then we withdrew 
apart, to drink wine at our ease, till our meat was ready^ and our 


* Tlw of the Cidwli^ divines^ Tlie Sjipphiif dscribed in die ten 

wDutd procure tut orgum {in floria, ia fii e I iaJiajh call U} bj )n tin^ mnd over die 

^rl ibc lerrod; bqt by the trouBcrmxtnng die evidendy tizns mE a d^sKT tribadiim— 

die Artb 

* We lirialt (Drdmtk) efter dinner; EmcrnE befbre tke m«1 utd heU-EELstcrni (like di« 

Riunvu) belbre And ifter. We talk flf liqocfr bang^ unw|ua|e»me *m m empry etnmajcli; 
buE tht truth » rhAC aII u purely hibiL And the Ruolin aotofttpiBiiici huVodki wick 
CTvivei etc-^ v> the OnentAl dfinki hU Riki cr Maliayd {Ma iil4utydc—aqni tits) titer- 
luuly with M Sditxkp Jbr whw comp&fliBEiii «c Pilgrintntc 19%, Tht pnietkc 

hai m rndY^ntM^a: ir ewakem die tppedte. tdmtiliEet diacadon wbAt fU^Eemt 
iftJLily reifird^ It h eountunlcxli Kii!f ^ boifU tiainf ihe wotk of a whit Bheng ini 
Kimimbfl (opium ditwlv^d ind itJAincd through a plcd^t of oacum) tre mlwAyi drunk 
before dinner tnd dmt the dme b dte ptrpraiidiAl, not the piQ$E|irAnj:QAL 
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delight vras complete, and ehe toyed with me and 1 with her, and 
now I was upon her and now ahe was upon me. Presently, the 
fumes of the wine moved her to senke her hand on the inkle of 
my pemcoat'trouscrs, whereby it became loosed, unlcnowTi of 
either of us, and ray trousers fell down in our play. At this 
moment he came in unobserved and, seeing me thus, was wroth at 
the sight and made off, as the Arab filly hearing the tinkle of her 

bridle,"-^And Shahraiad perceived me dawn of day and ceased 

saying her permitted say. 

iShtn (t biof the arch 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that the 
mai de n said to Husayn al-Khali'a, "When my lover saw me play¬ 
ing, as! described to thee, with Siran s girl, be went forth in anger. 
And 'tis now, O Shayk^ three years ago, and since then I have 
ne^'^ET ceased to excuse myself to him and coax him and crave his 
indu^ence, but he will neither cast a look at me from the comer 
of bis eye, nor wnte me a word nor speak to me by messenger nor 
hear from me aught." Quoth 1, "Harkyc maid, is he an Arab or 
an Ajam?"; and quoth she, "Out on thee! He is of the Princes 
of Bassorah.^* * “Is he old or young?" asked I; and she looked at 
me laughingly and answered, "Thou art certainly a simpletonf 
He is like the moon on the night of its fuU, smooth-cheeked and 
beardless, nor is there any defect in him except his aversion to me. 
Then I put the question, "What is his name?" and she replied, 
"What wilt thou do with him ?" 1 rejoined, "1 will do my best 
to come at him, that 1 may bring about reunion between you,” 
Said she, "I will cell thee on conditiOTi that thou carry him a 
note;" and 1 said “I have no objection to that." Then quo^ 
^e, "His name isZamrah bin al-Mugbayrah, hight Abii al-Sakhu,* 
and his palace is in the Mirbad." Therewith she called to those 
w'ithin for inkcase and paper and tucking up* her sleeves, ^owed 
two wrists like broad rings of silver. She then wrote after the 
Rygmakih as follows, “My lord, the ortiission of blessings* at the 
bead of this my letter shows mine insufficiencji', and know that had 


* " Abu aUSakhi" ^iwdounMil AbuiiiJthi)" of munifiBiicc, 

• Arab. ”ShMnmsra,'’ sl» UKd jW K^'hefing up rhe (pjwn, >o aj to run the fatw. 

tlepiirtj the Propfeet mnA all Trae Belitvtf* uitluileil)- 
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my praj'er been ^sweredL thou hadst ncii'cr left me; for how often 
have I prayi^l that thou fihouldest not leave me, and yet thou 
didst leave me! Were it not that distre^ with me estceedeth the 
bounds of restraints that which thy sen'ant bach forced hersdf to 
do in writing this writ were an aidance to her, despite her despiair 
of thee, because of her knowledge of thee that thou wilt fail to an' 
swer. Do thou fulfil her desire, my lord, of a sight of thee from the 
porch, as thou passesc in the street, wherewith thou wilt quicken 
the dead soul in her. Or, far better for her still than this, do thou 
write her a letter with chine own hand (Allah endow it with all 
excellence!), and appoint it m requital of the intimacy that was 
between us in the nights of time past, ’whereof thou must preserve 
the memory. My lord, was I not to thee a lover sick with passion? 
An thou answer my prayer, 1 w'ill give to thee thanks and to Allah 
praise; and so—The Peace!Then she gave me the letter and I 
went away. Next morning I repaired to the nJoor of the Viceroy 
Mohammed bin Sulayman, where I found an assembly of the 
notables of Bassorah, and amongst them a youth who adorned the 
gathering and surpassed in beauty and brightness all who were 
there; and indeed the Pmir Mohammed set him above himself. 
I asked who he was and behold, it was Zamrah himself: so I 
said in my mind, “Verily, there hath befallen yonder unhappy 
one that which hath bei alien ber^!" Then I betook myself to 
the Mirbad and stood waiting at the door of his house, till he 
came riding up in state, when T accosted him and invoking more 
than usual blessings on him, handed him the missive. When he 
read it and understood it he said to me, “O Shaykh, we have 
taken other in her stead. Say me, wilt thou see the substitute?" 
I answered, "Yes,” Whereupon he called out a woman's name, 
and there came forth a damsel who shamed the two greater hgbts; 
sweliing'breasted, walking the gait of one who hasteneth wiAout 
fear, to whom he gave the note, saying, “Do thou answer it.” 
When she read it, she turned pale at the contents and said to 
me, " O old man, crave pardon of Allah for this that thou hast 
brought." So I went out, O Commando- of the Faithful, dragging 
my feet and returning to her asked I^ve to enter. When she saw 
me, she asked, "Whit is behind thee?"; and I answ^ered, “EvU 


^ Ths ftjle Qf dus kttor !■ ihai of it public sentu in a Caina mudDct^pluce tHity 
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and despair." Quoth she, "Have thou no concern of him. Where 
are Allah and His power?"^ Then she ordered me five hundred 
dinars and I took them and went away. Some days after I passed 
by the place and saw there horsemen and fcxjtmen. So I went in 
and Id! these were the companions of Zamtah, who were beg^g 
her to return to him; but she said, “No, by Allah, I will not mot 
him in the face!" And she prostrated hereelf in gratimde to 
Allah and exultation over Zomrah s defeat. Then I drew near 
her, and she pulled out to me a letter, wherein was written, after 
the Bismillah, “My lady, but for my forbearance towards thee 
(whose lite Allah l en g then !) 1 would relate somewhat of what 
betided from thee and set out ray excuse, in that thou trans- 
gressedst against me, whenas thou wast manifestiy a sinner against 
thyself and myself in breach of vows and lack of constancy and 
preference of another over us; for, by Allah, on whom we call for 
ndp against that which was of thy fre^'Will, thou didst traits' 
gress against the love of me; and so—The Peace!" Then she 
showed me the presents and rarities he had sent her, which were 
of the value of tnirty thousand dinars. 1 saw her again after this, 
and Zamiah had married her. Quoth Al'Rashid, “Had not 
Zamrah bmi beforehand with us, I should certainly have had 
to do with her myself."® And men tdi the tale of 


uKd somcwhjic la the scfiM of ottr ^Providmee."* The Bcntcucr 
Icav? OmnipotcEicr mvnaisE him, \ir+ E.«ihi?UKr fima a liken£» between 
MmIcDi mnd Chrialiui ghcolagT, tcUj uh ihdlt "'Q&lcr » unjLtttl)^ trui^lated h}** Fate tlld 

DatzDTfj ftn did pa^an idea. ■bKnrrcnt ta whith repo^ pn Gwl't providmct-” 

fnakca and Kiiioiiee i|Ljaii nf Qazi .ud the former 

jBg God*i ditcrtc-j rhelartrr cur iilloitEd uni he wouM fptidcr bettb hj' dupcii»twn. 

Of anine ic It eenYenJcfir to fo/ger the Guarded Tablet of the lettned tjid the Ni|rht of 
Power ATid AkuJUothirei oF ihe vtdgor- The cmLncnt TuikLiih schoLur would mI^o truukie 
Sdit hf worship (du'i being pray«) bsa^sie h dgnihea a simple act of edotadon withcrac 
entteatyr If he will read the Open^ of the redicd in tet of prayers^ he will 

find an csp^Ia] r^uesc to be to the path which It ttnughr.**^ Tliae riigtries tre 
•eriouity adopted hfr. E- J. W. Gibb in hk Ottonian Foema (p, 345, ttej Lombon: 
Triibncr lod Co,, 1932; mud cicy liaerp-c^ 1 think, reinebnutBon, bffc^uw they lerre imly 
to mlalnd; and ihc high authunn' of the aoitrcc whente they came necowity rccemmaii^ 
theni m many. 

^ The reader will hAve ttoticed the hkenett of thii laJe to that of Ibn Mdhsi^t mnd the 
Lady Biid^ (voL 233 ft /if.)- F'ar ilua reason Lon^ Ltfrca it untmidatsi (iil. 252}. 
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ISHAK OF MOSUL AND HIS MISTRESS AND 
THE DEVIL/ 

Quoti£ bin Ibrahim aI*Mausili:—1 was in my house one 
night in the wmter'Cime, when the clouds had diapttad them¬ 
selves and the rains pour^ down in tarrents, as fitun the mouths 
of water-skins, and the folk forbore to come and gp about the 
ways for rhat which was therein of rain and siough. Now 1 was 
straitened in breast because none of my brethren came to me nor 
could I go to them, by reason of the mud and mire; so 1 said 
to my servant, "Bring me wherewithal 1 may divert mysdf-" 
Accordingly he brought me meat and drink, but I had no heart 
to cat, without some one to keep me company, and I ceased not 
to look out of window and watch the ways tdl nightfalL when I 
bethought myself of a damsel belonging to one of the sons of 
Al'Mahdi,’ whom 1 loved and who was skilled in singing and 
playing upon instruments of music, and said to myself, “Were 
she here with us tonight, my joy would be complete and my 
night would be abridged of the melancholy and resdessness 
which are upon me," At this moment one knocks at the door, 
saying, “Shall a beloved enter in who standeth at the door?" 
Quom I to myself, “Meseems the plant of my desire hath 
fruited," So T went to the door and found my mistress, with a 
long green akirt^ wrapped about her and a kerchief of brocade 
on her head, to fend her from the rain. She was coveted with 
mud to her knees and all that was upon her was drenched with 
water from gargoyles* and house-spouts; in short, she was in 


^ Jil» omits this tsJe (bL 251 )^ See Ntihi: vol. inl. pr U 3 ft for x 
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Sony plight. So I said to her, “O my mistress, what faringcth 
thee hither through all this mud?” Replied she, "Thy messenger 
came and set forth to me that which was with thee of love and 
longing, so that I could not choose but yield and hasten to thee." 

I marvelled at this^-^And Shahraaad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased to say her permitted say* 

tt hiafC tl^t ^ix ^unbrcli onh /Jlnefp-tfbcth 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that when the 
damsd came and knocked at Ishak s door, he went forth to her 
and cried, “O my lady, what bringeth thee hither through all this 
mud?”; and she repUed, “Thy messenger came and set forth to 
me rhar which was w'lth thee of love and longing, so that 1 could 
not choose but yield and hasten to thee,” I marv'died at this, 
but did not like to tdl her chat I had sent no messenger; where¬ 
fore I said, “Praised be Allah for that He hath brought us 
together, after all I have suffered by the mortification of patience! 
Verily, h ?tdst thou delayed an hour longer, I must have run to 
thee, because of my much love for thee and longing for thy 
presence." Then I called to my boy for water, that I might 
better her plight, and he brought a kettle full of hot water such 
as she wanted. 1 bade pour it over her feet, w'hilst I set to work 
to wash th em myself; after which I called for one of my richest 
dresses and dad her therein after she had doffed the muddy 
dothes. Then, as soon as we were comfortably seated, I vrould 
have called for food, but she refused and 1 said to her, "Art thou 
for wine?": and she replied, “Yes.^’ So 1 fetched cups and she 
asked me, “Who shall sing?” “I, O my princess!" "1 care not 
for that;" “One of my damsds?" “I have no mind to that 
cither!" ‘'Then sing thyself." “Not 1?" “Who then shall sing 
for thee?" I euciuired, and she rejoined, “Go out and seek some 
one to sing for me." So I went out, in obedience to her, thou^ 
I despaired of finding any one in sudi weather and fared on till 
I ca TTtff to the main street, where I suddenly saw a blind man 
striking the earth with his staff and saying, “May Allah not 
requite with weal those with whom I was! ViTven I sang, they 
listened not, and when I was silent, they made light of me,” So 
I said to him, "Art thou a singer?" and he repLed, “Yes." 
Quoth 1, “Wilt thou finish thy night with us and mccr us with 
thy company?”; and quoth he, “If it be thy wiU, take my hand." 
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So I cook bis hai^d and, leading turn to my house, said to the 
damsd, “O my mistress, 1 have brought a blind singer, with 
whom we may take our pleasure and he will not see us." She 
said, “Bring him to me." So I brought him in and invited him 
to eat. He ate but a very little and washed his hands, after 
which I brought him wine and he drunk three cupsfuL Then he 
said to me, “Who art thou?"; and I replied, "I am Tsbak bin 
Ibrahim al'Mausili," Quoth he, "1 have heard of th^ and now 
I rejoice in thy company;" and I, “O my lord, I am glad in diy 
gladness." He said, "O Ishak, sing to me." & 1 took the lute, 
by way of jest, and cried, "I hear and I obey." When I had 
made an end of my song, he sajd to me, "O Ishak, thou 
earnest nigh to be a singer!" His words belittled me in 
mine own eyes and I threw the luxe from my hand; whereupon 
he said, "H^ thou not with thee some one who is skilled in 
singing?" Quoth I, "1 have a. damsel with me;" and quoth he, 
“Bid her sing " I asked him, “Wilt thou sing, when thou hast 
had enough of her singing?"; and he answered ‘‘Yes,“ So she 
sang and he said, "Nay, thou hast shown no art." Whereupon she 
flung the lute from her hand in wrath and cried, “We have done 
our best: if thou have aught, favour us with it by way of an 
alms." Quoth he, "Bring me a lute hand hath not touched." So 
I bade the servant bring him a r^ew lute and he tuned it and prc' 
luding in a mode 1 knew not began to sing, improvising these 
couplets, 

"‘Ctcivc threugh the iLtdes And came to me la n^Kt so dark and sore * The 
lover wweing tjf hciselF 'twas nysttng'tidii once more: 

Naught startled us hut her salim and first of word* she lau] * ‘May 
a beloved enter in who standeth at the door!'" 

When the girl heard this, she looked at me askance and said, 
“What secret was between us could not thy breast hold for one 
hour, but thou must discover it to this man?" However, I swore 
to her that 1 had not told him and excused mysdf to her and M 
to kissing her hands and tickling her breasts and biting her 
cheeks, t^ she laughed and, turning to the blind man, said to him, 
"Sing, O my loro!” So he took the lute and sang these two 
couplets, 

"Ab, often have I souj^t the fair; how aften lief and fain * My paJaung 
felt dve finger ends that bear the varied sum! 

And tickUd pouting breasts that stand firm as jwmegranatiea twain * And 
bit the apple or her cheek kissed o’er and o’er agaiiL" 
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So I aid to hcTt ‘’O my princess, who can have told him what we 
were about?” Replied she, ‘'True.” and we moved away from 
him. Presently quoth he, ”I must make water;” and quoth 1, 
”0 boy, the candle and go before him.” Then he went out 
and tarried a long while. So we in search of him, but could 
not find him; and Eschold, the doors were locked and the keys in 
the closet, and we knew not whether to heaven he had fio^ or 
into earth had sunk. Wherefore I knew chat he was IbUs and 
that he had done me pimp's duty, and I returnal, recalling to my' 
self the words of Abu Nowas in these couplets, 

*'l marvel in Iblis $nch pnde lo see • Beaitlc ids low intent and villainjf : 
He sinned Co Adam who to bow refused, * Yet jumps for aU of Adam’s 
progcBy," 

And they Cell a tale concerning 


THE LOVERS OF AI/MEDINAH, 

Quoth Ibrahim the father of Isbak,‘ i waa ever a devoted friend 
to the Barmecide family. And it so happened to me one day, as 
1 sac at home quite ^one, a knock was heard at the door; so my 
servant went out and returned, saying, “A comely youth is at the 
door, a-«ttfing admission,” 1 bade admit him and there came in ro 
me a young man, on whom were signs of sickness, and he said, I 
have long wished to meet thee, for ! have need of thine aid.” 
“What is it thou requircst?” asked 1. Whereupon he pulled out 
three hundred dinars and laymg them before me, said, ”1 breech 
thee to accept these and compose me an air to two couplets I have 

made.” Said I, “Repeat them to me;”-and Shahrasad per' 

edved the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


Klhen it Inatf the ibix Ibutihrch mth ^ine(P'£ebtnth ^islih 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the youth came in to Ibrahim and placed the gold in his hands^ 
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sabring, "Prithee accept Jt and compose me an ajr to two couplets," 
he repheci, “Recite uicm to me," whereupon he recited, 

“By Alhh, gUnce of mine! tlicu hjst opprest * My b«rt, w qiundi 
the fire that bums roy breast. 

Blames me the worid because in bim‘ I live * Yet cannot sh bim till in 
shroud ! nst,*' 

Accordingly, quoth Ibrahim, 1 set the verses to an air plaintive as 
a dirge and song it to him ; whereupon he swooned away and I 
thought that he was dead. However, after a while, he came to 
himself, and said to me, "Repeat the air." But I conjured him 
by Allah to eiccuse me, saying, “1 fear lest thou die." "Would 
Heaven it were sol" replied be and ceased not humbly to impor' 
tune me, till I bad pity on him and repeated it; whereupon he 
cried out with a grievous cry and fell into a fit worse than before 
and I doubted not but that he was dead; but 1 sprinkled rose' 
water on him ti ll he revived and sat up. I praised Allah for his 
recovery and laying the ducats before him, said, "Take thy money 
and depart from me," Quoth he, “I have no need of the money 
and thou shalt have the like of it, if thou wilt repeat the air/* 
My breast broadened at the mention of the money and I said, “1 
will repeat it, but on three conditions: the first, that thou tarry 
with me and eat of my victual, till thou regain strength; the 
second, that thou drink wine enough to hearten thy heart; and 
the third, that thou tdl me thy tale," He agreed to (his and ate 
and drank; after which he said, "1 am of the dth^ens of AhMedi- 
nah and I went forth one day a-pleasuring with my friends; and, 
foUcFwing die road to Al'Akik,^ saw a company of girls and 
amongst them a damsel as she were a branch pearled with dew, 
with eyes whose siddong glances were never withdrawn rill they 
had stolen away bis soul who looked on them. The maidens 
rested in the shade nil the end of the day, whoi they went away. 


^ mpsculine fnr fcfntintnc. 
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leaving in my heart tvounds slow to heal, 1 rttvitncd next mom' 
ing to scent out news of hcr» but found none who could tell me of 
her; so I sought lier in the streets and markets, but could come 
on no tnice of her; wherefore I fell ill of grief and told my case 
to one of my kinsmen, who said to me, ‘No harm shall befal thee: 
the days of spring are not yet past and the skies show sign of 
rain,^ whereupon she will gp forth, and I will go out with thee, 
and do thou thy will,' His words comforted my heart and I w'attetJ 
rill Al'Akik ran with water, when 1 went forth with ray friends and 
kinsmen and sat in the very same place where I first saw her. Wc 
had not been seated long before up came the women, like horses 
running for a wager; and 1 w-hispered to a girl of my kindred, 
'Say to yonder damsel—'Quoth this man to thee, He did w'cU who 
spoke this couplet, 

'She ibot my heart with shaft, then turned on hcfil • And flying dealt 
fresh wound and scarring wheaL' 

So she went to her and repeated my words, to which she rephed 
saying, “Tdl him that he said wdl who answered in this couplet. 

‘The like of whatsn fedest thou v.-e feel; * Patiencel pcrchanoe swift cure 
our harts ahaU heal.' 

I refrained from further speech for fear of scandal and rose to go 
away. She rose at my rising, and I foUowKl and she looked back 
at me, till she saw I had noted her abode. Then she began to come 
to me and I to go to her, so that we foregathered and met often, till 
the case was noised abroad and grew notorious and her sire came 
to know of it. However. I ccas^ not to meet her most assiduously 
and complained of my condition to my father, who assembled our 
kindred and repaired to ask her in marriage for me, of her sire, 
who cried, 'Had this been proposed to me before he gave her a 
bad name by his assignations, I wotJd have consented; but now 
the thing is notorious and I am loath to verify the saying of the 
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Then (continuetl Ibrahim) I repeated the air to him and he 
went away, after having acquainted me with his abode, and we 
became triends. Now I was devoted to the Barmecides; so next 
time Ja'afar bin Yahya sat to give audience, i attended, as was my 
wont, and sang to him the young man's verses. They pleased hfm 
and he drank some cups of w'ine and said, “Fie upon thee! 
whose song is this?" So I told him the young man'« talc and he 
bade me ride over to him and give him assurances of the winning 
of his wish. Accordingly I fetched him to Ja'afar who asked h^ 
to repeat his story. He did so and Ja'afar said, ‘'Thou art now 
untfcr my protection: trust me to marry thee to her.” So hia 
heart was comforted and he abode with us. V/hen the morning 
morrowed Ja'afar mounted and went in to Al-Rasbid, to whom he 
related the story. The Caliph was pleased with it and sending for 
the young man and myself, commanded me to repeat the air and 
drank thereto. Then he wrote to the Governor of Ai'HiJaz, 
bidding him despatch the girl's father and his household in honour' 
able fa^on to ois presence and spare no expense for their out£t. 
So, in a little while, they came and the Ca^ph, sending for the 
man, commanded him to many his daughter to her lover; after 
which he gave him an hundred thousand dinars, and the fadier 
wmt back to his folk. As for the young nan, he abode one of 
Ja'afar s cup-companions till there happened what happened 
whereupon he rctumed with his house^d to Al-Medinah; may 
Almighty Allah have mercy upon their souls one and all! And 
they also tell, O auspicious King, a tale of 


AL-MAUK AL-NASIR AND HIS WA2IR, 

TniJtz wras given to Abu Amir bin Marwan,* a boy of the 
Christians, than whom never fell eyes on a handsomer. Al-Naair 
the conquering Soldan saw him and said to Abu Amir, who was 
his W^r, “Whence cometh this boy?” Replied he, “From 
Allah;” whereupon the other, “Wilt diou terrify us with stars 


* thfr dcAtructi^ of thf BAtmtddo- 
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and make us prisoner with moons?'* Abu Amir excused himself 
to him and preparing a. present, sent it to him with the bo>*, to 
whom he said, “Be thou pan of the gift: were it not of necessity, 
my soul had not consented to give thee away,” And he wrote 
with him these two couplets, 

"My lord, dus full moon takes in Heaven of thee new tirth; • Nor cm 
deny we Heaven excdlcth humble eatth: 

Thee with tny eoul I pleaa and—ohJ the pleasant case! • No man e’er 
«w 1 who to give hia sool prefer'th." 

The thing pleased Ai'Nasir and he requited him with much 
treasure and the Minister became high in favour with him. After 
this, there was presented to the Wazir a slavc-girl, one of the 
lov^est wonjKi in the w’orld, and he feared lest this should come 
to the King's cars and he de^e her, and the like should happen 
as with the boy. ^ he made up a present still costlier than the 

6rst and sent it with her to the King,--And Shahraiad per' 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her pemutted say. 


SBljnt it mad the ti^ix ^tmhreh anh ^tnetp*eif|t)th 

She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that 
Waiir Abu Amir, when presented with the beautiful slave'll, 
feared lest it come to Ae Conquering King’s cars and that the like 
should happen as with the hay, so he made up a present still 
than the first and sent it with her to his master, accompa¬ 
nying it with these couplets, 

"My Idd, this be the Sun, the Moon thou hadst before; * So the two 
greater lights now in thy Heaven imitc: 

Conjunction promising to me prosperity, * And Kaufiar'draught to ihac 
and Eden's long ddiehe e-- 

Earth shows tit> charms, hy Allah, ranking ^ third, Nor King 

who aaxmdeth our Conquering King in migtiL" 

Wherefore his credit redoubled with Al-Nasir; but, after a while, 
one of his enemies maligned him to the King, alleging that there 
still lurked in him a hot lust for the boy and that he cea^d not to 
desire Iiitn, whenever the cool northern brecses mcn’^ him, and to 
gnash his teeth for having given him aw^y. Cri^ the King, 
“Wag not thou thy tongue at him, or 1 w'ill shear off thy beau. 
However, he wrote Abu Amir a letter, as from the boy. to ibe 
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following effect: “O my lord, thou knowest chat thou wast all 
and one to me and that I never ceased from ddight with thee 
Albeit I am with the Sultan, yet would I choose rather solitude 
with thee, but that I fear the King's mafesty: wherefore d^'isc 
thou to demand me of him." This letter he sent to Abu Amir 
by a littk foot-page, whom he enjoined to say, "This is from 
such an one; the King never speaketh to him " When the 
Watir read the letter and heard the cheating message, he noted 
the TOiscFO'draught' and wrote on the back of the note these 
couplets, 

"Shall man apcricuDe-bctured emr cane • Pool-like to thruat his bead 
itf lion's lair? 

I'm oons of those whose ti> love sucomib * * Kor wtilcsa of the snirs 
my foes pi^pajre: 

Wnt thou my apoK, Vd give thee loydly; • Shall sprite, frtin body 
atmdered, bockwaitta fare?'' 

When AJ'Nasir knew oi this answer^ he marvelled at the Wazir s 
quickness of wit and would never again lend ear to aught of 
insinuadona him. Tlicn said he to bin, "How didst 

thou es^pe faUing into the net?" And he replied, "Because my 
reason is unentangled in the toils of passion." And they al^ 
tdl a tale of 

THE ROGUERIES OF DAilLAH THE CRAFTY 
AND HER DAUGHTER ZAYNAB 
THE CONEY-CATCHER * 

There lived in the time of Harun al'Rashid a man named Ahmad 
ai'Danaf and another Haaan Shuman® hight, the twain past- 
masters in fraud and feints, who had done rare things in their day; 
wherefore the Caliph invested them with caftans of honour and 
made them Captains of the Watch for Baghdad (Ahmad of the 


* Atib. ^Ahofl* bd''UhujbMliin our IdiiMn *'hciKdt a rai,” 

*Tbii smd the n«t ede we oiruttcd hy Lane fdL 1S4) m "'acwint qf la Tul^ty^ 
pend^red in arc objccriqnahlf by ttknjeccnt It haa b«n hcunmiftd iritli a liibo! 

gtijfhcd irprifii CfliitJ A.H, 1274 iinil the Bml. EJil, iit. l^J the^^Talc ^Abmad 
il-DanaF wiTh DAlflih/' 

* "^Ahftiadf iht Diirmiitie Slckinw;' or *^GiJaittJtyi** Huiau tht PddlenL tmd DiJIkk 

ths bawd. Sw vqL ti. 32P, aod vdL tv, 7S* 



RoGumirs op Dalilah and her Daughter, 145 

right hand and Hasan of the left hand); and appointed to each of 
thOT a stipend of a thousand dinars a month and forq/ stalwart 
mm to be at th^ bidding. Moieover to Calamity Ahmad was 
committed the watch of the district outside the walls. So Alunad 
and Hasan went forth in company of the Erair Khalid, the Wah 
or Chief of Police, attended each by his forty foJJowers on h(^' 
tack, and preceded by the Crier, crying aloud and saying, "By 
command of the Caliph! None is captain of the watch of 
the right hand but Ahmad al-Danaf and none is captain of the 
watch of the left hand but Hasan Shuman, and both are to 
be ob^ed when they bid and are to be held in all honour and 
worship.** New there was in the city an old woman called Dalilah 
the Wdy, who had a daughter by name Zaynab the Coney-CRtcher. 
They heard the proclamation made and Zaynab said to Dalilah, 
"See, O my mother, this feUow. Ahmad al-Danaf! He came 
hither from Cairo, a fugitive, and played the double^deakr in 
Baghdad, till he got into me C^ipb's company and is now become 
captain of the right hand, whilst that mangy chap Hasan Shuman 
is captain of the left hand, and each hath a table spread morning 
and ex'cning and a monthly wage of a thousand dinars; whereas 
we abide unemployed and o^lected in this house, without estate 
and without honour, and have none to ask of us.* *' Now Dalilah's 
husband bad been town-captam of Baghdad with a monthly wrage 
of one thousand dinars; but he died leaving tw|o daughters, one 
married and with a son by name Ahmad ahLakit' or Ahmad the 
Abortion; and the other called Zaynab, a spinster. And this 
Dalilah was a past mistress in all manner of craft and trickeiy and 
double dealing; she could wile the very dragon out of his den 
and Ihlis hims^ might have learnt deedt of her. Her fa^er' 
had al(y > been gtivernor of the carrier'pigeons to the Caliph with a 
6olde of one thousand dinars a month. He used to near the birds 
to carry letters and messages, wherefore in time of need each was 
dearer to the Caliph than one of his own sons. So Zaynab said 
to her mother, “Up and play off some feint and fraud that may 

haply make us notorious'’-^And Shahraaad peremved the dawn 

of day and ceased sajung her permitted say. 
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fflticii U tfie ^ix INnbrtb anb ^intiji-ntnt^ 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious Kir^, that 2Iaynab 
thus addressed her dam, **Up and pla^ off some teinc and fraud 
which may haply u$ notorious in Baghdad, so perchance we 
shall win our father’s stipend for ourselves." Replied the old 
trot, “As thy head liveth, O my daughter, I will play off higher' 
class rogtien'es m Baghdad than ever played Calamity Ahmad or 
Hasan the Pestilcnc.” So saying, she rose and threw over her 
face the Lisam-veil and donned dothes such as the poorer Sufis 
wear, pettieoat'trcusers falling over her heels, and a gown of 
white wool with a broad girdle. She also toot a pitcheH and 
filled it with water to the neck; after which she set three dinars in 
the mouth and stopped it up with a plug of pahn-fibre. Then she 
threw round her snoulder, baldrick'wise, a rosary as big as a load 
of firewood, and taking in her hand a flag, made of parti'coiourcd 
rags, red and ydlow and green, went out, crying, “Allah! Allah!" 
with tongue (^ebrating the praises of the Lord, whilst her heart 
galloped in the Devd’s racecourse, seeking how she might play 
some sharping trick upon town. She walked from street to street, 
till she came to an alley swept and watered and raarble'paved, 
where she saw a vaulted gateway, with a threshold of alabaster, 
and a MooriEh porter standing at the door, which was of sandal' 
wood plated with brass and furnished with a ring of silver for 
knocker. Now this house belonged to the Chief of the Caliph's 
Seijcant'ushcrs, a man of great wealth in fields, houses and allow' 
ances, called the Emir Hasan Shatr al-Tarik, or Evil of the Way, 
and therefor called because his blow forewent his word. He weis 
married to a fair damsel, Khatun* * highr, whom he loved and who 
had made him swear, on the night of his going in unto her, that 
he would take none other to wife over her nor lie abroad for a 
single night. And so things went on till one day, he went to the 
EHvan and saw chat each Emir had with him a son or two. The n 
he entered the Hamraain'bath and looking at his face in t he 
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mirror, noced chat the white hairs in beard overlay its black, 
and he said in himself . "Will not He who took thy sire bicss thee 
with a son?’' So he w'ent in to liis wife, in angry mood, and she 
said to him , "Good evening to thee”; iHJt he replied, "Get thee 
out of ray sight": from the day I saw thee 1 have seen naught of 
good." "'How so?" quoth she. Quoth he, ‘XDn the night of my 
going in unto thee, thou madest me swear to take no other ^^^fe 
over thee, and this very day I have seen each Emir with a son 
and some wjth two. So 1 minded me of death* *; and also that to 
me hath been voutdisafed neither son nor daughter and that 
whoso teawch no male hath no memory. This, then, is the 
reason of my anger, for thou art barren; and knowing thee is like 
planing a rock.” Cried she, "Allah s name upon thee. Indeed, 
1 have worn out the mortars with beating wool and pounding 
drugs * and 1 am not to blame; the barrenness is with thee, for 
that thou art a anutenosed mule and thy sperm is weak and 
watery and impregnated! not neither getteth childreii.*’ Said he, 
"When I return from my journey, I wilt take another wife;" and 
she, "My luck is with AUah?" Then he went out from her and 
bodi repented of the sharp words spoken each to other. Now as 
the Emir's wife looked forth of her lattice, as she were a Bride of 
the Hoards* for the jew'dlery upon her, behold, there stood 
Dalilah espying her and seeing her dad in costly dothes and 
ornaments, said to hersdf, " Twould be a rare trick, O Daiilah, to 
entice yonder young lady from her husband’s house and strip her 
of all her jewels and dothes and make off w^ith the whole lot." 
So she took up her stand under the windows of the Etnir’s house, 
and fdl to calling aloud upon Allah’s name and saying, “Be 
present, O ye ’Walisi, ye friends of the Lord!" XMicreupon every 
woman in the street looked from her lattice and, seeing a matron 
dad, after Sufi fashion, in dothes of white wool, as she were a. 
pav^on of hght, said, “Allah bring us a blessing by the aidanoe 
of this pious old person, from whose face issuetb light?" And 
Khatun, the wife of the Emir Hasan, burst into tears and said to 
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her hantimaid, “Get thee down» O MakbuJah. and kiss the band of 
Shaykh Abu AH, the porter, and eay to him, ‘Let yonder 
Religious enter to my lady, so haply she may get a blessing of 
her,'” So she went down to the porter and kissing hts hand, said 
to him, ^‘My mistress lelleth thee, ‘Let yonder pious old womaA 
come in to me, so may I get a blessing of her'; and beLke her 
benediction may extend to us likewise.'^-——And Shahraiad 
peredved the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted 
say. 


C&licn il hms tt(t ^ehen ^nlrrehth 

She said, It hath reached me* O auspicious King, that when the 
handmaid went down and said to the porter, “Suffer yonder 
Religious enter to my lady so haply she may get a blessing of 
her* and we too may be blessed* one and all,“ the gate-keeper 
went up to Dalilah and kissed her hand, bur she forbade him, 
saying, “Away from me, lest my ablution be made null and 
void.* Thou, also, an of the attracted God-wards and kindly 
looked upon by Allah's Saints and under His especial guardian¬ 
ship. May He deliver thee from this servitude, O Abu Ali!" 
Nesw the Emir owed three months'* wage to the porter who was 
straitened thereby* but knew not how to recover his due from his 
lord: so he said to the old woman, "O my mother, give me to 
drink from thy pit^er, so I may win a blessing through t^,'' 
She took the ewer from her shoiuder and whirled it about in air, 
so that the plug flew out of its mouth and the three dinars fell to 
the ground. The porter saw them and picked them up, saying in 
bis mind, "Gbry to GodJ This old woman is one of the Saints that 
have hoards at their command! It hath been revealed to her of 
me that I am in want of money for daily expenses; so ^e hath 
conjured me these three dinars out of the air," Then said he to 
ho', O my aunt, these three dinars which fell from thy 

pitcher;” and she replied, “Away with them from mef 1 am of 
the folk who occupy not themselves with the things of the world, 
no never! Take them and use them for thine own benefit, in 
lieu of those the Emir owetb thee." Quoth he, "Thanks to Allah 
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for succourt This is of the chapter of revelation!” Thereupon 
the maid accosted her and kissing her hand, earned her up to her 
mistresa. She found the lady as she were a treasure, whose 
guardian talisman had been bosed; and Khacun bade her 
welcome and kissed her hand. Quoth she, "O my c^ughter, 1 
come not to thee save for thy weal and by Allah's will." Then 
Khamn set food before her; but she said, "O my daughter, I eat 
naught except of the food of Paradise and I keep continual fast 
breal'ing it but five days in the year. But, O my child, I see thr^ 
chagrined and desire that thou tdl me the cause of thy concern." 
*‘0 my mother," replied Khatun, “I made my husband swear, on 
my wedding'night, that he would wive none but me, and he saw 
others with children and longed for them and said to me, Thou art 
a barren thing!* I answer^, ‘Thou art a mule which begetteth 
not'; so he left me in anger, saj^g, 'When 1 come back from ray 
journey, I will take another wife,’ for he hath villages and lands 
and large allowances, and if he begat children by anoth^, they 
will possess the money and take the estates from me. Sard 
Dalilah, *‘0 my dau^ter, knowest thou not of my raster, the 
Shaykh Abu al-Hamlat,’^ whom if any debtor Wait, Allah 
quitteth him his debt, and if a barren woman, she conedveth?" 
Khatun replied, "O ray mother, since the day of my wedding I 
have tiot gone forth the housep rto^ not even to pay of 

condolence or congi^tutarion/' The old woman rejoined* “O my 
child, 1 wiU carry thee to him and do thou cast thy burden on 
him and make a vow co him; haply when thy husband shall 
return from his journey and lie with thee thou shall conceive by 
him and bear a girl or a boy: but* be it feraak or male, i^t shall 
be a dervish of the Shaykh Abu aj^Hamlat. Thereupon Khamn 
rose and arrayed herseli in her richest ralmentp and doling all 
her jewellery said, "“Keep thou an e)*^e on die house, to her 
maicl, who replied, "T hear and obey* O my lady. Then she 
went down and porter Abu AJi met her and asked her* 
“Whither away, O my lady?" ""I go to visit the Shaykh Abu 
al-Hamlat'” answered she; and he, a years fast inciunbent 
on me! Verily yon Religious is of Allah's saints and fuU of 
holiness* O my lady, and she hath hidden treasure at her 
command, for wt g^ve me three dinars of red gold and divined 
my without my asking her, and knew that I was in want. 
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Thm the old woman went out with the young lady Khacun, 
saying to her, “‘Inshallah, O ray daughter, when thou hast visited 
the Shaykh Abu aJ'Hamlac. there shall betide thee solace of soul 
and by leave of Almighty Allah thou shalt conceive, and thy 
hu^nd the Emir shall love thee by the blessing of the Shayl^ 
and shall never again let thee hear a despite!id word." C^oth 
Khatun, “1 will go with thee to visit him, O my mother!" But 
Dalilah said to herself, “Where shall 1 strip her and her 
clothes and jewellery, with the folk coming and going?” Then 
she said to her, “O my daughter, walk thou behind me, within 
sight of me, for this thy mother is a woman sorely burdened: 
everyone who hath a burden casteth it on me and ^ who have 
pious offerings* * to make give them to me and kiss my hand." 
^ the young lady followed her at a distance, whilst her anklets 
tinkled and her bair'coins*’ clinked as she went, rill they reached 
the bazar of the merchants. Presendy, they came to the shop of a 
young merchant, by narne Sidl Hasan who was very handsome* 
and bad no hair on his face. He saw the lady approaching and 
fell to casting stolen glances at her, which when the cJd woman 
saw, she beckoned to her and said, "Sit down in this shop, 
till I rettim to thee." Khatun obeyed her and sat down in the 
shop-front of the young merchant, who cast at her one glance of 
eyes that cost him a thousand sighs. Then the old woman 
accosted him and saluted him, saying, ‘“Tell me, is not thy 
name Sidi Hasan, son of the merchant Mohsin?" He rqjbed, 
“Yes, who told thee ray name?” Quoth she, “Folk of good 
repute direct me to thee. Know that this young lady is my 
daughter and her father was a merchant, who died and left her 
mutm money. She is come of marriageable age and the wise 
say, ‘Offer thy daughter in marriage and not rfiy son'; and all 
ho" life she hath not come forth the house rill this day. Now a 
divine warning and a command given in secret bid me wed her 
to thee; so, if thou art poor, I w-ill give thee capital and will 
open for thee instead of one shop two TTi^reupoji cjuotK 

the young mm-hiint to himself, ‘"I asked Alkh for a bride, and 
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He bach given me three things, to wic, coin, clothing, and coynte.* *' 
Then he continued to the old trot, '*0 my mother, that inhere' 
to thou difccte$t me is wdl; but this long while my mother 
saith to me, 'I wi^ to many thee,* but 1 object replying, '1 will 
not marry except on the sight of my own eyes.' Said Daldah, 
‘"Rise and follow my steps, and I will show her to thee, naked/'*^ 
So he rose and took a thousand dinars, saying in himself, 

“Haply we may need to buy somewhat"-^And Shahrazad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


IBhtn it tna^ the £*ebnt anh Jfirfit 

She continued. It hath leached me, O auspicious King, that the 
old woman said to Hasan, son of Mohsin the merchant, “Rise 
up and follow me, and J will show her naked to thee," So he 
rose and took with him a thousand dinars, saying in himself, 
*‘Haply we may need to buy somewhat or pay the fees for 
drawing up the marriage contract." The old woman bade him 
walk behind the young lady at a distance but within shot of sight 
and said to hers^', “Where wilt thou cany the young bdy and 
the merchant that thou mayest strip them bo A whilst hLs shop 
is still shut?" Then she walked on and Khatun after her, 
followed by the j'oung merchant, till she came to a dyery, kept 
by a master dyer, by name Hajj Mohammed, a man of ill-repute; 
like the colocasia~ seller’s knife cutting male and female, and 
b^ang to eat both figs and pomqgtanates.* He heard the tinkle of 
the a^e rings and, raising his head, saw the lady and the young 
man. Presently the old woman came up to him and, after 
salaming to him and sitting down opposite him, adted him, “Ait 
thou not Hajj Mohammed the dyer?" He answered, “Yes, I am 
he; what dost thou want?^’ Quoth she, “Verily, folks of fair 
repute liave directed me to thee. Look at yonder handsome girl, 
my daughter, and that comely beardless youth, my son; I brought 
them both up and spent much money cm both of them. Now, 
thou must know that I have a big old ruinous house which I have 


^ Meanins wirhout i/dt or upper 
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stored up with wood, and the builder saidi to me. 'Go and 
live in some ocher place, lest belike it fall upon thee; and when 
this is repaired cecum hither.' So 1 went forth to se^ me a 
lodging, and people of worth directed me to thee, and 1 wish to 
lo^e my son and daughter with thee." Quoth the dyer in hia 
mind, "Verily, here is fresh butter upon cake come to thee.” But 
he said to the old woman, "Tis true I have a house and saloon 
and upper floor; but 1 cannot spare any part thereof, for 1 want it 
^ for guests and for the indigo-growers my clients." She replied 
"O my son, 'twill be only for a month or two at the most, ^ our 
house be repaired, and we are stran ge folk. Let the guest'chamber 
be shared between us and thee, and by thy life. O my son, an thou 
desire that thy guests be ours, we will welcome them and eat with 
them and sleep with them,” Then he gave her the keys, one big 
and one small and one crooked, saying to her, "The big key is 
that of the house, the crooked one that of the saloon and the little 
one that of the upper floor," So Da lilah took the keys and hired 
on, followed by the lady who forwent the young merchant, till 
she came to the lane wherein was the house. She opened the 
door and entered, introdudng the damsel to whom said she, ”0 
my daughter, this {pointing to the saloon) is the lodging of the 
Shaykh Abu al-Hamkt; but go thou into the upper floor and 
loose thy outer veil and wait till I come to thee." So she went 
up and sat down. Ptesendy appeared the young merchant, whom 
Dalilah carried into the saloon, saying, "Sit down, whils t I fetch 
my daughter and show her to thee.” So he sat down and old 
trot went up to Khatun who said to her, “1 wish to visit the 
Shaykh, before the folk oome." Replied the bddame, “ O my 
daughter, we fear for thee." Asked Khatun, "Why so?" and 
Dalilah answered, "Because here is a son of mine, a natural who 
knoweth not summer from winter, but gpeth ever naked. He is 
the Shaykhs deputy and, if he saw a girl like thee come to visit 
his chief, he would snatch her earrings and tear her ears and rend 
her silken robes.^ So do thou doff my jeweliery and clothes and 
I will them for thee, till thou hast made thy pious visitation.” 
Accordingly the damsel did off her outer and jewels and 
gave them to the old woman, who said, "I will by them for thee 


^ u in ATfrcnliii^^ to emtorn dltftt the Shairkh be BtrRid4:d by a ha|f-wiTRd 
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on the Shaykh £ curtain, that a blessing may betide thee.** Then 
she went out, leaving the lady in her ^ift and oetticoat'trousers, 
and bid the clothes and fewi^ in a place on tne staircase; after 
which she betook herself to the young merchant, whom she found 
impatiently awaiting the girl, and be cried, ''Where is thy 
daughter, that 1 may see her?" But she smote p alm on breast 
and he said, “What aileih thee?" Quoth she, “Would Acre 
were no such thing as Ae iQ neighbour and the envious! They 
saw Aee enter Ae house wiA me and asked me of Aee; and I 
said, *This is a bridegroom f have found for my daughter/ So 
Aey envied me on thine account and said to roy girl, *ls Ay rnoAcr 
tired of keeping Aee, that she marrietb Ace to a leper?' There* 
upon I swore to her that she should not see Aee save naked/' 
Quoth he, “I take refuge wiA Allah from Ae envious/' and baring 
to forc-arm, Aowed her Aat it was like Said Ac, “Have 

no fear; Aou shalt see her naked, even as Ae Aall see Ace 
naked/* and he said, “Let her come and look at me/' Then he 
put his pebsse and sables and his girdle and dagger and Ae 
rest of his raiment, except his shirt and bag'trousers, and would 
have laid Ae purse of a thousand dinars wiA Aem, but Dablah 
cried, “Give Aem to me. Aat I may take care of Aem." So Ae 
took Aem and fetching Ae mrl's cloAes and jewellery Auuldered 

Ae whole and locking Ae ooor upon Aem went her ways,'- 

And SKahraaid perceived Ac dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 


CBIjen it inas t^e ^tbtn jj^utAircb anh d>e£onh i^tgjyt. 

She pursued. It liath reached me, O auspicious King, Aat when 
Ae old woman had taken Ae property of Ae young merchant and 
Ae damsel and wended her ways, havmg lo^ed Ae door upon 
Aem. Ac deposited her spoils wiA a druggist of her acquaintance 
and returned to Ac dyer, whom she found sitAig, awaiting her. 
t^ciA he, “InAallah, Ae bouse please A thee?”; and quoth Ae, 
■‘There is a blessing m it; and I go now to fetA porters to carry 
hiAer our goods and furniture. But my children would have me 
brmg them 3 with meat; so do Aou take Ais dinar and 

buy Ae dish and eo and eat Ae morning meal with Aem/' Asked 
Ae dyer, “Who AaU guard the dyery meanwhile and Ae people’s 
goods that be Aerein?”: and Ac old woman answered, “Thy 
lad!” “So be it,” rqomed he, and taking a diA and cover, went 
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the bouse, and the tale will come round to them again. 
while, the young merchant remained awaiting the old woman's 
coining with her daughter, but she came not nor did her daughter; 
whilst the young bdy in like manner sac expecting her return 
with leave from her son, the God'attended one, flic Sluiykhs 
deputy, to go in to the holy presence. So weary of waiting, she 
rose to visit the Shaykh by herself and went down into the saloon, 
where she found the young merchant, w'ho said to her, "Come 
hither! where is thy mother, who brought me to marry jhee?" 
She replied, “My mother is dead, art thou the old woman’s son, 
the erstattc, the deputy of the Shaykh Abu al-Jfambt?'' Quoth 
he, ■'‘The swindling old trot is no mother of mine; she hath 
(Seated me and taken my clothes and a thousand dinars.” Quoth 
Khatun, "And me also hath she swindled for she brought me to 
see the Shaykh Abu al-Hamlat and in lieu of so doing she hath 
stripped me,** Thereupon he, “I look to thee to make good my 
clodics and my thousand dinars;" and she, “I look to thee to 
make good my clothes and jewellery." And, behold, at this 
moment in came the dyer and seeing them both stripp^ of thdr 
raiment, said to them, 'Tdl me where your mother is." So tk; 
young lady rebted all that had befallen her and the young 
merchant related all that had bedded him, and the Mastcr-dyCT 
exclaimed, "Alas, for the loss of my goods and those of the folk!"; 
and the ass'driver ejaculated, “Alas, for my asst Give me, O 
dyer, my ass!" Then said the dyer, ‘This old woman is a 
sharper. Come forth, that I may lock the door,’* Quoth the 
young merehant, " Twere a disgrace to thee that we should enter 
thy house dressed and go forth from it undressed.” So the dyer 
clad him and the damsd and sent her back to her house where wc 
shall 6nd her lifter the return of her husband. Then he shut the 
dyery and said to the young merchant, “Come, let us go and 
search for the old woman and hand her over to the WaU,’ the 
Chief of Police." So they and the ass-man repaired to the house 
of the of police and made their compbint to him. Quoth 


t Btkrtikhsrdt iwts thpit the Wall,« duef police officer at Cami, wv e^duBrdr icrmed 
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he, ”0 folk, what want yE?" and when they told him he rejoined, 
“How many old women are there not in die town! Go ye and 
seek for her and lay hands cin her and bring her to me, and 1 will 
torture her for you and make her confess. So they sought for 
her all round the town; and an ajccx)unt of them will presently be 
gi'/en.^ As tor old Dalihii che Wily, she said, “i have a n^tl to 
play off another trick," to her daughter who answered, “O my 
mother, I fear for thee;" but the beldam cried, “lam like the bean 
husks which fall, proof against fire and water." So she rose, and 
donning a slave-girl's dn^ of such as serve people of condition, 
went out to look for some one to defraud. Presently she came to 
a by'street, spread with carpets and bghted with h;^ging lamps, 
and heard a noise of singing-women and drumming of tambourineg. 
Here she saw a handmaid bearing on her shoulder a boy, dad in 
trousers iaced with fidveT and a little Abacloak of velvet, with a 
pearl embroidered Tar bush-cap on his head, and about his neck a 
collar of gold set with jewels. Now the house hdonged to the 
Provost of the Merchants of Baghdad, and the boy was his son. 
He had a virgin daughter, to boot, who was promised in marriage, 
and it was her betrothal they were ceidirating that day. There 
was w'ith her mother a company of noble dames and singing' 
women, and whenever she went upstairs or down, the boy dung 
to her, & she called the sbve-girl and said to her, '"T^e thy 
young master and play with him, till the company break up." 
Seeing this, Dalilah a^ed the handmaid, "^Tiar festivities are 
these in your mistress's house;" and was answered "She celebrates 
her daughter's betrothal ^is day, and she hath singing-women 
with her." Quoth the old woman to herself, “O dalilah, the 

thing to do is to spirit away this hoy from che maid,"-And 

Shahratad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say, 


CBben fr tajas the ^unhreb mib JFourtfj 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, chat when ^ 
old trot said to herself, "O Dalilah, che thing to do is to spirit 
away this boy from the maid!” she began crying out, "O 
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diEgmce! O ill luck!" Then pulirng out a brass token, resem' 
bling a dinar, she said to the maid, who was a simpleton, “Take 
th is ducat and go in to thy mistress and say to her, "Umm 
aJ'Kbayr rcjoiceth with thee and is beholden bo thee for thy 
favours, and on the day of assembly she and her daughters will 
visit thee and handsel the driiig-womcn with the usual gifts.*" 
Said the girl, "O my mother, my young master here catcheth hold 
of his mammn , whenever he seeth her;" and she replied "Give 
him to me, whilst thou goest in and comest hack." So she gave 
her the child and taking the token, went in; whereupon Dalilah 
made off with the boy to a by-lane, where she stripped him of his 
clothes and jewels, saying to herself, "O DaJilah, 'twould indeed 
be the linest of tricks, even as thou hast cheated the maid and 
taken the boy from her, so now to cany on the game and pawn 
him for a thousand dinars." So she repaired to the jewel'bazar, 
where she saw a jew goldsmith seated with a cage lull of jewellery 
before him, and said to herself, ‘"Twould be a rare trick to 
chouse this Jew fellow and get a thousand gold pieces worth of 
jewdlery from him and leave the boy in pledge for it.” Presently 
the Jew looked at them and seeing the boy with the old woman, 
knew him for the son of the Provost of the Merchants. Now the 
Israelite was a man of great wealth, but would envy his neighbour 
if be sold and hims^ did not sell; so espying Dalilah, he said to 
her, "What seekest thou, O my mistress?" She a^ed, "Art 
thou blaster Azariah' the Jew?" having first enquired his name 
of others: and he answer^, "Yes." Quoth she, ^Thia boys 
sister, daughter of the Shahbandar of the Merchants, is a promis^ 
bride, and today they celebrate her betrothal: and she hath need 
of jewellery. So give me tw-o pair of gold anlde-rings, a brace of 
gold bracelets, and pearl ear'drops, with a girdle, a poignard and 
a s^-ring," He brought them out and she took of him a thousand 
dinars* worth of jewellery, saying, "I will take these ornaments on 
approval; and whatso pleas^ them, diey will keep and I will 
bring thee the price and leave this boy with thee till then," Be 
said, “Be it as thou wilt!" So she took the jcwellay and made 
off to her own house, where her daughter asked her how the trick 
had sped. She told her how she had taken and stripped the 
Shahbandars boy, and Zaynab said, 'Thou wilt never be able to 
walk abroad again in the town." Meanwhile, the maid w'ent in 
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to her mistress and said to her. “O my lady, Umm al-Khayr 
salutcth thee and rejoiceth with thee and on asscmbly'day ahe 
will come, ahe and her daughters, and give the customar)* pt®' 
aents.” Quoth her mistress, “Where is thy young master?” 
Quoth the skvc'girl, “1 left him with her lest he cling to thee, 
and she gave me this, as largesse for the singing-women,” So 
the lady said to the chief of the singers, “Taivc thy money;" and 
she took it and found it a brass counter; whereupon the lady cried 
to the maid, “Gfet thee down, O whore, and look to thy young 
master,” Accordingly, she went down and finding neither boy 
nor old woman, shrieked aloud and fdl on her face. Their joy waa 
ch^ged into annoy, and behold, the Provost came in. when his 
wife told him all that had befallen and he went out in tjucst of the 
chil d, whilst the other merchants also fared forth and each sought 
his own road. Presently, the Shahhandar, who had looked every- 
where, espied his son seated, naked, in the Jew’s shop and said to 
the owner, “This is my son.” “ 'Tis well,” answered the Jew, So 
he took him up, without asking for his dothes, of the excess of his 
joy at finding him; hut the Jew laid hold of him, saying, “Allah 
succour the Qitjph against thee!"* The FVovost asked, ”Whai 
ailcth thee, O Jew?”; and he answered, “Verily the old woman 
took of me a thousand dinars' worth of jewellery for thy daughter, 
and left this lad in pledge for the price: and T had not trusted 
her, but that she offered to leave the child whom I knew for thy 
son.” Said the Provost, "My daughter needeth no jewcUeiy, give 
me the boy's dothes.” Thereupon the Jew shrieked out, “Come 
to my aid, O Moslemat" but at that moment up came the dyer 
and the ass'man and the young merchant, who were going about, 
seeking the old woman, and enquired the cause of their jangle. 
So they told them the case and they said, “This old woman is a 
cheat, who hath cheated us before you.” Then they recounted to 
them how she had dealt with them, and the Provost said. Since 
I have found my son, be his clothes his ransom! If I come upon 
the old woman, i will require themi of her.” And he carried the 
child home to his mother, who rejoiced in his safety. Then the 
Jew said to the three others, '‘Whither go ye?”; and they 
answered, “We go to look for her,” Quoth the Jew, Take me 
with you," presently adding, “Is there any one of you knowetb 
her?” The donkey-boy cried, ”I know her:" and the Jew said. 
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'‘If we all go forth cc^:cther. we shall never catch her; for ^ wiH 
flee from us. Let eadi take a different road, and be our raides- 
vous at the shop of Hajj Xlas ud, the Moorish barber." TTiey 
agreed to this and set off, each in a different direction. Presently, 
Dalilah sallied forth again to play her tricb and the ass^ver 
met her and knew her. So he caught hold of her and said to 
her, "Woe to thee! Hast thou been long at this trade?" She 
asked. "What aileth thee?"; and he answered, "Give tne hade 
ray ass." Quoth she, “Ccaer what Allah covereth, O my son! 
Dost thou thine ass and the peoples things?" Quoth he, 
"I want my ass; that's all;" and quoth she, "I saw thou 
wast poor: so 1 deposited thine ass for thee with the Moorish 
barber. Smnd off, whilst I speak him fair, that he may give thee 
the beast." So she went up to the Maghrabi and kissed his hand 
and shed tears. He asked her what ^ed her and she said, "O 
my son, Iwk at my boy who standeth yonder. He was ill* and 
exposed himself to the air. which injured his intellect. He used 
CO buy asses and now. if he stand he saith nothing but. My ass! 
if he sit he cneth, My ass! and if he walk he crieth. My ass! 
Now ] have been told by a certain physidan that his mind is 
diwrdered and that nothing will cure him but drawing two of his 
grinders and cauterising him twice on either temple. So do Aou 
take^^is dinar and call him to thee, saying, ‘Tninc ass is w-ith 
me. b^ber, May I fast for a year, if 1 do not give him 

liis ass in his fist!' Now he had with him two journeymen, so he 
^d to one of them, "Go, heat the irons," Then the old woman 
went her way and the barber called to the donkey-boy,’ saying. 
“Thine ass is with me, fellow! come and him, and as 
thou LVest, I will give him into thy palm." ^ he came to him 
and the barber carried him into a dark room, where he knocked 
him down and the joumeymm bound him hand and foot. Then 
the Maghrebi arose and pulled out two of his grinders and fired 
him on either temple; after which he let him go, and he rose and 
.said, "O Moor, why hast thou used me with this usage?" Quoth 
the barber, "Thy modiertold me that thou hadst taken cold whilst 
ill, and hadst lost thy reason, so that, whether sitting or standing 
or w-alking, thou woddst say nothing hut My ass! So here is 
thine ass in thy fist," Said the Other, "Allah requite thee for 
pulling out my teeth." Then the barber told him all that the old 
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woman had related and he cidaimed, "Allah tormenr her!'"- and 
the cw-ain left the shop and went out, deputing. When the barber 
rehjmcd, he found his booth empty, for, whilst he was absent, the 
old woman iiacl taken ad that was therein and made oif with it to 
hCT ^u^ter, whom she acquainted with all that had befallen and 
^ had done. Tne barber^ seeing hia place plundered, caughi: 
hold of the donkey'boy and said to him. "Bring me thy mother." 
But he a^ered, saying, "She is not my mother; she is a sharper 
who hath cozened much people and stolen my ass." And !o' at 
this moment up came the d>'er and the Jew and the young 
merchant, and seeing the Moorish barber holding on to the ass' 
dnver who was fired on both temples, they said to him “What 
^J beMra thee, O donkey'boyr’ So he told them all that 
had bended bum and the barber did the like; and the others in 
tT^ rel^ to the Moor the tncks the old woman had played 

^ ^ went with them to the 

ofcce of the Poh’ce'inaster to whom they said "We look to 
thee for our case and our coin.”’ Quoth the Wali, "And bow 
nany old women are there not in Baghdad! Say me doth any 
of TOu kn^ her?” Quoth the ass'man. “I do; so give me ten 
of t^e officers.” He gave them half a score archera and they 
all five went out, followed by the sergeants, and patrolled the 
City* till they met the old wom^, when they laid hands on her 
and earning her to the house of the Chief of Police, stood waiting 
mda his office windows till he should come forth. Presently, 

watching with their chief! 

L ‘ feigned to follow their example, till the ass'man 

and his fellows slept likewise, when she stole away from them 
and, gomg in. to the WaU’s Harim, kissed the hand of the mistress 
^ the house and asked her "Where is the Chief of PoLce?” 

., ^ ^swered, "He is asleep; what woul^t ^ou with 
him. Quoth Dalilah, "My husband is a merchant of chattds 

to whilst he went on a journey. 

1 he Master of Police met me and bought them of me for a 
thousand dinars and two hundred for myself, saying, ‘Bring 

them to my house.' So I have brought them."-And Shah- 

razad perceived the dawn of day and ceased savins her 
pennitt^ say. 
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She continued. It hath reached me. O auspicious King, that the 
old woman, entering the Harim of the Policc*Mastcr, said to his 
wife, "VerQy the Wall bought of me five slaves for one thousand 
ducats and two hundred for myself, ^ying, 'Bring them to my 
tjuarters.' So I have brought them/’ Hearing the old woman's 
Story she believed it and asked her, "Where arc the slaves?" 
Dalilah replied, "O my lady, they arc asleep under the palace 
window”; whereupon the dame looked out and seeing the Moorish 
barber dad in a Mamdute habit and the young merchant as he 
were a drunken Mamduke' and the Jew and the dyer and the ass* 
driver as they were shaven Mamelukes, said in hersdf, “Each 
of these white slaves is worth more than a thousand dinars/' So 
she opened her chest and gave the old woman the thousand ducats, 
saying, “Fare thee forth now and come back anon; when my 
hud^nd waketh, I will get thee the other two hundred dinars from 
him " Answered the old woman, “O my lady, an hundred of them 
arc thine, under the sherbert-gu^let whereof thou drinkest," and 
the other hundred do thou keqj for me against 1 come hack,” 
presently adding, “Now let me out by the private door/* So she 
let her out, and the Prorcetor protect^ her and she made her way 
home to her daughter, to whom she related how she had gotten a 
thousand gold pieces and sold her five pursuers into slavery, 
ending with, *‘0 my daughter, the one who troubleth me most is 
the ass'driver, for he knoweth me/' Said Zaj-nab, “O my mother, 
abide quiet awhile and let what thou hast done suffice thee, for the 
crock shall not always escape the shock/* When die Chief of 
Police awoke, his wife said to him, “1 give thee ]oy of the five 
slaves thou hast bought of the old woman/' Asked he, “What 
slaves?” And she answered, "Why dost thou deny it to me? 
Allah willing, they shall become like thee people of condition.” 
Quoth he, “As my brad livetb, I have bought no slavesl Who 
saith this?'' Quoth she, ‘The old woman, the brokeress, from 
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whom thou boughtest them; and thou didst promise her a 
thousand dinars for them and two hundred for herself-” Cried 
he, “Didst thou give her the money?” And she replied, “Yes; 
for I saw the slaves with my own cye$> and on each is a suit of 
clothes worth a thousand dinars; so I sent out to bid the sergeants 
have an eye to them.” The Wah went out and, seeing the five 
plaintiffs, said to the oflEcers, '‘Where are the five slaves we bought 
tor a thousand dinars of the old woman?” Said they, “There 
arc no slaves here; only these five men, who found the old woman, 
and seiaed her and brought her hither. We fell asleep, whilst 
waiting for thee, and she stole away and entered the Harim. 
Presendy out came a maid and asked us, 'Are the five w'ith you 
with whom the old woman came?*; and we answcicd, 'Yes,' ” 
Cried the Master of Police, “By Allah, this is the biggest of 
swindles!"; and the five men said, “We loot to thee for our 
goods." Quoth the WaH, '‘The old woman, your mistress, sold 
you to me for a thousand gold pieces." Quoth they, "That were 
not allowed of Allah; we are fre^'bom men and may not be 
sold, and we appeal from thee to the Caliph." Rejoined the Master 
of PoLce, “None showed her the way to the house save you, and I 
will sell you to the galleys for two hundied dinars apiece.” Just 
then, behold, up came the Emir Hasan Sharr alTarik who, on his 
return from his journey, had found his wife stripped of her clothes 
and jewellery and heard from her all that had passed; whereupon 
quoth he, “The Master of Police shall answer me this” and 
repairing to him, said, “Dost thou suffer old women to go round 
about the town and coaen talk of their goods? This is thy duty 
and I look to thee for my wife's property." Then said he to the 
five men, “Wliat is the case wdth you?" So they told him their 
stories and he said, “'Ye are wronged men," and turning to the 
Master of PoLce, asked him, “Why dost thou arrest them?” 
Answered he, “None brought the old wretch to my house save 
these five, so that she took a thousand dinars of roy money and 
sold them to my women.” Whereupon the five cried, ”0 Emir 
Hasan, be thou our advocate in this cause.” Then said the Master 
of Police to the ^ir, ‘Thy wife's goods are at my charge and I 
will be surety for the old woman. But which of you knoweth 
her?" They cried, ”We all know her; send ten apparitors with 
us, and we will take her." So he gave them ten men, and the ass^ 
driver said to them, “Fdlow me, for I should know her with blue 
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eyes.'** Then they fared forth and lo! they meet old DalHah 
coming out of a by^street: so they at once laid hands on her and 
brought her to the office of the Wali who asked her, “Where are 
the people’s goods?” But she answered, saying, *T have neither 
Mtten them nor seen them.*' Then he cried to the gaoler, ‘Take 
her with thee and clap her in gaol till the momingf* but he replied, 
“I will not take her nor will 1 imprison her lest she play a trick 
on me and I be answerable for her,’” 5o the Master cf Police 
mounted and rode out with Daldah and the rest to the bank of the 
Tigris, where he bade the lamp'lighccr crucify her by her hair. 
He drew her up by the pulley and bound her on the cross; after 
which the Master of Police set ten men to guard her and went 
home. Presently, the night fell down and sleep overcame the 
watchmen. Now a certain Badawi had heard one man say to a 
fdend, “Praise be to Allah for thy safe return! Where hast thou 
been all this thne?” Replied the other, “In Baghdad where 1 
broke my fast on honey-fritters."^ Quoth the Badawi to himself, 
“Needs must I go to Baghdad and eat honey-frittere therein"; for 
in all his life he had never entered Baghdad nor seen fritters of the 
sort. So he mounted bis stallion and rode on towards Baghdad, 
saying in his mind, “ Tis a fine thing to eat honey'frtttersl Qn the 
honour of an Ar^, I will break my fast with honey-fritters and 

naught dse!"-And Shahraiad perceived die dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 
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She puisued, ft hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the wild 
Arab mounted horse and made for Baghdad saying in his mind, 
“Tis a fine thing to eat honey-fritters! On die honour of an 
Arab I w'ill break my fast with honey'fritters and naught eUe;" 
and he rode on till he came to the place where DaMah was 
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crudHed and she heard him utter these words. So he went up 
to her and said to her, '■‘‘What art thou?" Quoth she, "1 throw 
myself on thy protection, O Shaykh of the Arabs!" and quoth 
he, “ Allah ind^d protect thee! Bm what is the cause of thy 
CTudlixion?" Said she;, "I have an enemy, an oilman, who friem 
fritters, and i stopped to buy some 0 / him, when 1 chanced to spit 
and my spitde fell on the fritters. So he complained of me to the 
Governor, who commanded to crucify me, saying, 1 adjudge 
that ye tahe ten pounds of honey-fritters and fe^ her therewith 
upon the cross. If she cat them, let her go, but if not, leave her 
hanging.' And my stomach will not brook sweet things." Cried 
the Badawi, “By the honour of the Arabs, I departkl not the 
comp but that I might taste of honey-fritters! I will eat them 
for thee." Quoth ^e, “None may cat them, except he be hung 
up in my pl^e." So he fell into the trap and unbound her; 
whereupon she bound him in her stead, after she had stripped him 
of his clothes and turband and put them on; then covering herself 
with his burnouse and mounting his horse, she rode to her house, 
where Zaynab asked her, "What meaneth this plight?"; and she 
answered, "They cruofied me;" and told her all that had befallen 
her with Badawi. This is how it fared with her; but as regards 
the watchmen, the first who wckc roused hie companions and they 
saw that the day had broken. So one of them raised his eyes 
and cried, “Dalilah." Replied the Badawi, “By Allah? I have 
not eaten all night. Have ye brought the honey'fritters?" All 
exclaimed, “Tl^ b a man and a Badawi," and one of them 
asked him, “O Badawi, where is d alila h and who loosed her?" 
He answered," Twas 1; she shall not eat the honey-fritters against 
her will; for her soul ahhometh them." So they knew that the 
Arab was ignorant of her case, whom she had cotened, and said 
to one another, "Shall we flee or abide the accomplishment of that 
which Allah hath written for us?" As they were talking, up cam£ 
the Chief of Police, with all the folk whom the old woman had 
cheated, and said to the guards, "Arise, loose Dalilah." Quoth 
the Badawi, "We have not eaten co-night. Hast thou brought rfve 
honey fritters?" X^ereupon the Wraised his ey es to the cross 
and seeing the Badawi hung up in the sta^d of the old woman, 
said to the WTitchmen, “What is this?" "Pardon, O our lord! 
"Tell me what hath happened," "We were wc^ with watching 
with thee on guard and said, 'Dalilah is crucified.' So we teU 
asleep, and when we awoke, we found the Badawi hung up in her 
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room; and we are at thy mercy.” "O folk, Allah's pardon be 
upon youl She is indeed a derver cheatr' Then they unbound 
the Badawi, who laid hold of the Master of Police, saying, "Allah 
succour the Caliph against thee? I look to none but thee for my 
horse and clothes!” So the Wali questioned hirn and he told 
him wbat had passed between Dalilah and himself. The magis^ 
tiate marvelled and asked him, "Why didst thou release her?”; 
and the Badawi answered, "I knew* not that she was a f elo n ” 
Then said the others, "O Chief of Pohee, we look to thee in the 
matter of our goods; for w'e delivered the old woman into thy 
hands and she was in thy guard; and we cite thee before the 
Dh'an of the Caliph.” Now the Emir Hasan had gone up to the 
Divan, when in came the Wali with the Badawi and the hve others, 
"Verily, we are wronged men!" "Who hath wronged 
you?’ asked the Caliph; so cadi came forward in turn and told 
his story, after which said the Master of Police, ”0 Commander 
of the Faithful, the old woman cheated me also and sold me dicse 
five men as slaves for a thousand dinars, albeit they are free-born." 
Quoth the Prince of True Believers, "I take upon mysdf all that 
you have lost"; adding to the Master of Police, "I charge thee 
with the old woman.” But he shook his collar, saying, "O Cam- 
mander of the Faithful, 1 will not answer for her; for, after I had 
hung her on the cross, she tricked this Badawi and, when he loosed 
her, she tied him up in her room and made off with his clothes and 
horse." Ouoth the CaLph, "Whom but thee shall I charge with 
her?”; and quoth the Wali, "Charge Ahmad al-Danaf, for ^ 
hath a thousand dinars a month and one'and'foity foUow'ers, at a 
monthly wage of an hundred dinars each." So the Caliph said, 
"Harkyc, Captain Ahmad!" "At thy service, O Commander of 
the Faithful,” said he; and the Caliph cried, "1 charge thee to 
bring the old woman before m." Replied Ahmad, ”I will answer 
for her.” Then the Caliph kept the ^dawi and the five with (dm, 

-And Shahraaad perceived the dawm of day and ceased saying 

her permitted say. 
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She resumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the Caliph said to Calamity Ahmad, "I charge thee to bring the 
old woman before us,” he said, “I will answer for her, O Com- 



Roguembs of Dam I-AH .vnd liES. Daoghtee. 167 

tuander of the Faith/ul!" Then the Caltph kept the Badawi and 
the five with him, whilst Ahmad and his men went down to their 
haJl,^ saying to one another, ''How' shall we lay hands on her, 
seeing that there are many old women in the town?" And quoth 
Ahmad to Hasan Shuman, "Wliac coimsellest thou?" Whereupon 
quoth one of them, by name All Kitf al'Jamal,’ to Al-Danaf, "Of 
what dtist thou take counsel with Hasan Shuman? Is the Pestilent 
one any great shakes?" Said Hasan, "O All, w'hy dost thou 
disparage me? By the Klost Great Name, I Wll not company 
with thee at this time!"; and he rose and went out in wrath. 
Then said Ahmad, "O my braves, let every sergeant take ten men. 
each to his own quarter and search for Dalilah." All did his 
bidding, Ali included, and they said, "Ere w'e disperse let us agree 
to rendez^'ous tn the quarter Al'Kalkh." It was nois^ abroad 
in the city that Catamity Ahmad had undertaken to lay hands on 
Daldah the Wily, and Zaynab said to her, “O my mother, an thou 
be indeed a trickstress, do diou befool Ahmad al'Danaf and his 
company." Answered Dalilah, 'T fear none save Hasan Shuman;" 
and Zaynab said, “By the life of my browlock, I will assuredly 
get thee the clothes of all the one-and-forty." Then she dressed 
and veiled herself and going to a certain dru^'st, who had a 
saloon w’ith two doors, salamed to him and gave him an ashrafi 
and said to him, *Take this gold piece as a douceur for thy saloon 
and let it to me tili the end of the day." So he gave her the 
keys and she fetched carpets and so forth on the stolen ass and 
furnisJung the place, sec on each raised pavement a tray of meat 
and wine. Then she went out and sto^ at the door, with her 
face unveiled and behold, up came Ali Kitf al'Jamal and his 
men, She kissed his hand; and he fell in love with her, seeing 
her to be a handsome girl, and said to her. "What dost thou 
want?" Quoth she, "Art thou Captain Ahmad al'Danaf?"; 
and quoth he, “No, but 1 am of his company and my name is 
Ah' Camebshouldcr." Asked she. “Whither fare you?"; and he 
answered, “We go about in quest of a sharbsh old woman, who 
hath stolen folk s good, and w'e mean to lay hands on her. But 
who art thou and what is thy business?" She repUed, “My 
father was a taverner at Mosul and he died and left me much 
money. So I came hither, for fear of the Dignities, and asked 
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the people who would protect me, to which they replied, 'None 
but Ahmad al'Danaf.'" Said the men, “From this day forth, 
thou art under his protection* *’: and she replied, "Hearten me 
by eating a bit and ormhing a sup of water."' They consented 
and entering, ate and drank till they were drunken, when she 
drugged them ydth Bhang and stripped them of their clothes and 
arms: ^d on like wise she did with the three other comparuons. 
Presently, CaLunity Ahmad went out to look for Dahlah, but 
found her not. neither set eyes on any of his followers, and went 
on till he came to the door where Zaynab was standing. She 
kissed his hand and he looked on her and fell in love with her 
Quoth she, “Art thou Captain Ahmad al'Danaf?"; and quoth he] 
Yes: who art thou? She replied, "I am a stranger from 
Mosul. My father was a vintner at that place and he died and 
left me much money wherewith I came to this dty, for fear of the 
powere that be, and opened this tavern. The Master of PoLce 
hath imposed a taa on me, but it is my desire to put myself under 
thy protection and pay thee what the polire would take of me for 
thou hast the better right to it." Quoth he, “Do not pay ’him 
aught: thou shait have my protection and welcome “ Then quoth 
she, “Please to heal my heart and eat of my victual “ So he 
entered and ate and drank wine, till he could not sit upright, when 
she drug^d him and took his clothes and arms. Th^ she loaded 
her purchase on the Badawi's horse and the donkey'l^ s ass and 
tnatfe off with it, after she had arousKi Ali Kitf al'JamaJ. Camek 
shoulder awoke and found himself naked and saw Ahmad and his 
men drugged and stripped: so he revived them with the coimter' 
drug and they awoke and found themselves naked. Quoth CaJam- 
iiy Ahmad, “O lads, what is this? We were going to catch her, 
and lot thisstrutnpet hath caught us! How Ha^n Shuman will 
joice over us! But we wtU wait till it is dark and then go away " 
Meanwhde Pestilence Hasan said to the hail-keeper, “Where ^ 
the men?"; and as he asked, up they came nakad; and he recited 
these two couplets*. 
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‘’Mcd m their purpo«c$ are much alike. * But in thdr is$u« djiFenme 
oomes to light: 

Of men tCBie wiae are, odien aimple smik; * As of the stars Bence dull, 
sesae pearly bright." 

Then be looked at them and asked, “Who bach played you rKta 
trick and made you naked?"; and they answered, “We went in 
quest of an old woman, and a pretty girl stripped us." Quoth 
Hasan, “She hath done right wclL" They asked, “Dost thou 
know her?"; and he answe^, “Yes, 1 know her and the dd ttot 
too.” Quoth they, “What ^all we say to the Caliph?"; and 
quoth be, “O Danaf, do thou shake thy collar before him, and he 
will say, ‘Who is answerable for her'; and if he ask why thou 
hast not caught her; say thou, 'We Imow her not; but charge 
Hasan Shuman with lier.’ And if he give her into my charge, I 
wtU lay hands on her." So they slept that niAt and on the 
morrow they went up to the Caliph’s Divan and kissed ground 
before him. Quoth he, “Where is the old woman, O Captain 
Ahmad?" But he shook his collar. The Caliph asked him why 
he did so, and he answered, "I know her not; but do thou charge 
Hasan Shuman to lay hands on her, for he Imoweth her and her 
daughter also." Then Hasan interceded for her with the Caliph, 
saying, “Indeed, she hath not played off diese tricks, because she 
coveted the folk's scuff, but to show her devemess and that of her 
daughter, to the intent that thou shouldst continue her husband's 
stipend to her and that of her fadier to her daughter. So an diou 
wilt spare her life 1 will fetch her to thee." Cried the CaLph, 
“By tne life of my ancestors, if she restore the people’s goods, 1 
wiU pardon her on thine intercessionf" And said the Pestilence, 
“Give me a pledge, O Prince of True Believers!" Whereupon 
Al'Rashid gave him the kerchief of pardon. So Hasan repaired 
to Dahlah's house and called to her. Her daughter 2^ynab 
answered him and he asked her, "Where is thy mother?" “Up- 
stairs," she answered; and he said, "Bid her take the people's 
goods and come with me to the presence of die Caliph; for I 
have brought her the kerchief of pardon, and if ^e wfll not come 
with a go^ grace, let her blame only herself.” So Dalilah came 
do^ and tying the kerchief about her neck gave him the people’s 
goods on the donkey'boy's ass and the Badawi's horse. Quoth 
he, “There remain the clothes of my Chief and his men"; and 
^oth she, “By the Most Great Name, 'twas not I who stripped 
them!" Rejoined Hasan, “Thou sayst sooth, it was thy dau^ter 
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2^ynab*s doing, and this was a good turn she did thee." Then he 
carried her to the Divan and bying the people's goods and sto/T 
before the Caliph, set the old trot in his presence. As soon as he 
saw her, he bade chiow* her down on the carpet of blood, whereat 
she cried, “1 cast myself on thy protection, 0 Shuman!" So he 
rose and kiting the Caliph's hands, said, “Pardon, O Commander 
of the Faithful! Indeed, thou gavest me the kerchief of pardon.” 
Said the Pnnee of True Believers, “I pardon her for thy sake: 
come hither, O old woman; what is thy name?" “My name is 
Wily Dalilah,” answered she, and the Calph said, "Thou art 
indeed craft)* and full of guile,” Whence she was dubbed Dalilah 
the Wily Otic, Then <}uoth he, “Why hast thou played all these 
mcks on the folk and wearied our hearts?” and quoth she, ”I did 
it not of lust for their goods, but because 1 bad heard of the 
tricks which Ahmad al'Danaf and Hasan Shuman played in 
Baghdad and said to myself, *I too wiQ do the like.’ And now 
I have returned the folk dicir goods,” But the assdri'ver rose 
and said, ”I invoke Allah's law* between me and her; for ft 
su£c^ lier not to take my ass, but she must needs egg on the 
Moorish barber to tear out my eye-teeth and 6re me on both 

temples."-^And Shahratad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 


CSlicn it huci Ifit ^eben Ibtmbrrb mib tghtb 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
donkey-boy rose and cried out. “I invoke Allah's law between me 
and her; for it suAced her not to take my ass, but she must needs 
egg on ^ barber to tear out my eye-teeth and fire me on both 
temple;" thereupon the Caliph bade give him an hundred 
dinars and ordered the dyer the like, saying, "Go; set up thy 
dyery again." So they called down blessings on his head and 
went away. The Badawi also took his clothes and horse and de¬ 
parted, saying, “Tis henceforth unlawful and forbidden me to 
enter Baghdad and cat honey-fritters," And the others took their 
goods and went away. Then said the Caliph, “Ask a boon of 
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me, O Dalilah!”; and abe said, “Verily, my father waa governor 
of the carricr pigeons to d^ec and I know now to rear the birds; 
and my husbana was town'captain of Baghdad. Now I wish to 
have the reversion of my husband and my daughter wisheth to 
have that of her father,” The Caliph granted both their requests 
and she said, “I ask of thee that I may be portress of thy Khan," 
Now he had built a Khan of three stories, for the merchants to 
lodge in» and had assigned to its service forty slaves and also forty 
do^ he had brought from the King of the Sulaymaniyah,* when 
he deposed him; and there was in the Kh^ a cook-slave, who 
cooked for the chattels and fed the hounds for which he let make 
collars, Said the CaL'ph, “O Dalilah, I will write thee a patent 
of guardianship of the Khan, and if aught lost therefrom, thou 
shalt be answerable for It,” “Tis well,'' replied ^e; “but do 
thou lodge my daughter in the pavilion over the door of the Khan* 
for it ham terraced roofs, and carrier'pigcons may not be reared to 
advantage ^ve in an open space." The Caliph gpntcd her this 
also and she and her daughter removed to the paviUon in question, 
where Zaynab hung up the one'and'forty dresses of Calamity 
Ahmad and his company. Moreover, they delivered to Dalilah 
the forty pigeons which carried the royal message, and the Caliph 
appointed me Wily One mistress over the forty slaves and charged 
them to obey her. She made the pbcc of her sitting behind the 
door of the ^an. and every day she used to go up to the Caliph'a 
Divan, test he should need to send a message by pigeon^post and 
stay there till HEventide whilst the forty slaves stood on guard at 
the Khan; and when darkness came on they loosed the forty 
dogs that they might keep watch over the place by night. Such 
were the doings of Dalilah the Wily One in Baghdad and much 
like them were 


* cf the Afghani, Suidj/mini it titc F.ETpt HijMi term for an Afghan and the 
jnmvtrt) »*ri “Sulcrminl hariitii"— the Afehai] 1* a vllbiniMi* fniin. See Pilgrtmigc I S9, 
which piT« them a batiee ^aeiictet. The Bmi Edit •mply says, "King Sulaymla.” 




173 


Laylah wa Lavlaii 


THE ADVENTURES OF MERCURY AU OF CAIRO/ 

Now as r^ards the works of Mercu^ 'AK; there lived once at 
Cairo/ m the daysofSalah the Egyptian, who was Chief of the 
Cairo Police and had forty men under him, a sharper named All, 
for whom the Master of Police used to set snares and think that 
he bad fallen therein; but, when they sought for him, they found 
that he bad fled like zaybak, or quicksilver, wherefore they dubbed 
him All Zaybak or Mercurv All of Ckiro, Now one day, as he 
sac with his men in his hall, his heart became heavy within him 
and his breast was straitened. The hall'keeper saw him sitting 
with frowning face and said to him, * *'What aileth thee, O my 
Chief? If thy breast be straitened take a turn in the streets of 
Cairo, for assuredly walking in her markets will do away with 
thy irk." So he rose up and went out and threaded the streets 
awhile, but only increased in cark and care. Presently, he came 
to a winC'shtm and said to himself, "1 will go in and drink myself 
drunken." ^ he entered and seeing seven rows of people in 
the shop, said, "Harkye, taverner! I will not sit except by 
myself." Accordingly, the vintner placed him in a chamber alone 
and sec strong pure wine before him whereof he drank till he lost 
his senses. Then he sallied forth again and walked till be came 
to the road called Red, whilst the people left the street clear 
before him, out of fear of him. Presently, he turned and saw a 
wateT'carrier trudging along, with his and gugglet, crying out 
and saying, "O excl^ge! There is no drink but what raisins 
make, there is no love-ddi Ac but what of the lover we take and 
none sitteth in the place of honour save the sensible freke*!" So 
he said to him, ‘“Here, give me to drink!" The water'carrier 
looked at him and gave him the gugglet which he took and 
gazing into it, shook it up and lasdy poured it out on the ground. 
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Asked the 'water'carrier, ‘"Why dost rfiou not drink?”; tnd he 
answered, saying, “Give me to drink.” So the man filled the cup 
a second time and he took it and shock it and emptied it on the 
ground; and thus he did a third time. Quoth the water'cam'er, 
“An thou w'ilt not drink, 1 will be off.” And Ali said, “Give me 
to drink.” ^ he filled cup a fourth time and gave it to him; 
and he drank and gave the man a dinar. The water'carrier looked 
at him with disdain and said, belitding him, “Good luck to thee! 
Good luck to thee, my lad! litde folk are one thing and great 

folk another!"-And Shahratad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 


KQitn it toa£ &eben UmibErti snh ^int^ 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious ECing, that the 
water'carrier receiving the dinar, looked at the giver with disdain 
and said, “Good luck to thee! Good luck to thee! Little folk 
are one ^ng and great folk another.” Now when Mercu^ Ali 
heard this, he caugnt hold of the man’s gaberdine and drawing on 
him a poignard of price, such an one as chat whereof the poet 
speake^ in these two couplets, 

"Watered sceel'hlade, the wNirid perfedio) caU$, * Dnmk with the viper 

pouDi] ^ppabi 

Cuts Jivdy, bum* me blood ’wbent'er tt falls; * And picks up gems fraa 
pave of tnubk balls;'^* 

cried to him, “O Shaykh, speak reasonably to me! Thy water 
jjfin 15 wordi if tWe du-hams, and the gugglets 1 emptied on 
the ground held a pint or so of water.” Replied the water'carrier 
“ Tis well,” and Ali rejoined, “I pve thee a golden ducat; why. 
then dost thou belittle me? Say me, hast oiou ever seen any 
more valiant than I or more generous than L? Answered the 
water'carrier; “I have indeed, seen one more valiant than thou 
and eke more generous than thou; for, never, since women bare 
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children, was there on earth's face a brave man who was not 
generous." Quoth Ah, “And who is be thou deemest braver and 
more generous than ir' Quoth the other, "Thou must know 
that I have had a strange adventure. Ivly father was a Shaykh 
of 6e WatCT'Carriers who give drink in Cairo ani when he died, 
he left me five male camels, a he'mule, a shop and a bouse; but 
the poor man is never satisfied; or, if he be satisfied he dieth. 
So 1 said to myself, 'I will go up to Al-Hija^'; and, taking a 
string of camels, bought goods on ddr, till I had run in debt for 
five hundred ducats, all of which 1 lost in die pilgrimage. Then 
I said in my mind, 'If I return to Cairo the folk will dap me in 
jail for their goods. So 1 fared with the pdgrims'caravan of 
Damascus to Aleppo and Aence I went on to ^ghdad, where I 
sought out the Shaykh ol the ^Vater'carriers of the city and 
finding his house I went in and repeated the opening chapter of 
the Koran to him. He question^ me of my case and I told 
him ail that had betided me, whereupon he assigned me a shop 
and gave me a wacer'skm and gear. So I sallied forth a^mom 
trusting in Allah to provide, and went round about die city. I 
offered the gullet to one, that he might drink; but he cried, '! 
have eaten naught whereon to drink; for a niggard invited 'me 
this day and set two gugglets before me; so I said to him, ‘O 
son of the sordid, hast thou given me aught to eat that thou 
offercst me dnnk after it?' Wherefore wend thy ways, O water' 
carrier, till 1 have eaten somewhat: then come and give me to 
d^.’ '^creupen I accosted another and he said, 'Allah pro- 
vide thee!' And so I went on till noon, without taking hanwl, 
and I said to myself, Would Heaven I had never come to Bagh' 
dad? PresCTtly, I saw the folk running as fast as they comd* 
fio I followed them and behold, a bng file of men riding two and 
two and dad in st^l, with double ne^'iings and felt bonnets and 
burnouses and swords and bucklers. I asked one of the folk 
WfW suite this was, and he answered. That of Captain Ahmad 
al'Danaf,' Quoth I, 'And what is he?’ and quoth the other, 'He 
is towu'Captatn of Baghdad and her Divan, and to him is com' 
mitt^ toe care of the suburbs. He getteth a thousand dinars a 
month from the Caliph and Hasan Shuman hath the like. \lur^ 
wcr, each of Iiis men draweth an hundred dinars a month; and 
to^ arc now returning to their barrack from the Div-an.' And lo! 
Ctoimity Ahmad saw me and cried out, 'Come give me drink.’ So 
I filled toe cup and gave it him, and he shook it and emptied it 
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out^ like unto thee; and thus he did R second time. Then 1 £jle(I 
the cup a third dine and he took a draught as thou diddest; after 
which he asked me, *0 watCT'Carrier, whence comest thou?’ And 
I answered, 'From Cairo,' and h^ 'Allah keep Cairo and her dri' 
zens! What may bring thee thither?' So 1 told him my story 
and gave him to understand drat 1 was a debtor fleeing from debt 
and distress. He cried, IThou art welcome to Baghdad’; then he 
gave me £ve dinars and said to his men, 'For the love of Allah be 
generous to him.' So each of them gave me a dinar and Ahmad 
said to me, 'O Shaykh, what while thou abidest in Baghdad thou 
shalt have of us ^e like every time thou givest us to drink,* 
Accordingly, I paid them frequent visits and good ceased not to 
come to me from the folk dll, one day, reckoning up the profit i 
had made of them, I found it a thousand dinars and said to 
myself, "The best thing thou const do is to return to Egypt.' So I 
went to Ahmad's house and kissed his hand, and he said, 'What 
seekest thou?* Quoth I, *I have a mind to depart'; and I repeated 
these two couplets, 

‘Sojourn of striDgcrT m 'whatever tand, • la like castle ba^cd upon the 
wind; 

The breaths of hiroieB Icvd all he raised. * And iO on heaneward-way's 
the stiangcrV mind-' 

1 added, 'The caravan is about to start for Cairo and I wish to 
return to my people.' So he gave me a she-mule and an hundred 
dinars and said to me, '1 d^ire to send somewhat by thee, O 
Shaykh! Dost thou know the people of Cairo?' 'Yes,' answered 

I”;-And Shahiazad perceived to dawn of day and ceased to 

say her permitted say. 


IBhtn U bias it)t i&cbm ^unbreb anb tirnih .^isfrh 

She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, tliat when 
Ahmad al'Danaf had given the wacer'carncr a she'muk and an 
hundred dinars and said to him, "1 de^ to send a trust by thee. 
Dost thou know the people of Cairo?" "I answered (quoth the 
water'carrier), ‘Yes'; and he said, ‘Take this letter and carry it to 
Ab Zaybak of Cairo and say to him, 'Thy Captain saluteth thee 
and he is now with the Caliph.' So I took the letter and ioumeyed 
back to Cairo, where I paid my debts and pb‘eJ my vv'atcr'carry' 


176 


Alf Layi-ak wa Lwlah, 


ing trade; but I have not delivered the letter^ because I know 
not the abode of Mercury Ali" Quoth Ali, “O dder^ be of 
good cheer and keep thine eyes cool and clear: I am that Ali, 
the first of the lads of Captain Ahmad: here with the letter!" 
So he gave him the missive and he opened it and read these two 
coupled, 

"O iidonimi:iit 0/ beauties to thee writH i * On a paper that flics as the 
winds go h}': 

Could 1 fly, I had flon^n to thtiir arms in desire, * But a bird with cut wings; 
hflw sliall ever he fly?” 

“But after aalutation from Captain Ahmad al-Danaf to the 
eldest of his sons. Mercury Ali of Cairo. Thou knowest that I 
tormented Salah ^'Din the Cairene and befooled him till 1 buried 
him alive and reduced his lads to obey me, and amongst them 
Ali Kitf al'Jamal; and 1 am now become town'captain of 
Baghdad in the Divan of the Caliph who hath made me over- 
seer of the suburbs. An thou be sdll mindful of our covenant, 
come to me; haply thou diait play some trick in Baghdad which 
may promote thee to the Cahph's service, so he may appoint thee 
stipends and allowances and assign thee a lodging, whi^ is what 
thou wouldst see and so peace be on thee." When Ali read this 
letter, he kissed it and laying it on his head, gave the water' 
carrier ten dinars; after whi<m be returned to ^ barracks and 
told his comrades and said to them, "I commend you one to 
odier." Then he changed all his dothes and, donning a tiavclliiig 
doak and a tarboosh, took a case, containing a spear of bamboo’ 
cane, four-and'twenty cubits long, made in aevtxal pieces, to fit 
into one another. Quoth his lieutenant, “Wilt thou go a journey 
when the treasury is empty?"; and quoth Ali, “When I reach 
Damascus I will send you what shall suffice yDu.“ Then he set 
out and fared on, till Kc overtook a caravan about to start, 
whereof were the Shah'bandar, or Provost of the Merchants, and 
forty other tiaders. They had all loaded their bea^ except 
the Provost, whose loads lay upon the ground, and Ali heard his 
caravandeader, who was a Syrian, say to the muleteers, “Bear a 
hand, one of you!" But dicy reviled him and abused him. 
Quoth Ali in himsdf, “None will suit me so well to travel 
withal as this leader.*’ Now Ali was beardless and w'ell'favoured; 
so he went up to and saluted the leider who welcomed him and 
said, “What seekest them?" Replied Ali, “O my uncle, I see 
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dice alone with forty mule^loAds of goods; but why liast thou not 
brou^t hands to help thee?" Rejoined die other, "O my son, I 
himf two lads and aothed them and put in each one's pocket 
two hundred dinats; and they helped me till we came to die 
DerviGhes’ Convent,^ when they ran away." Quoth Ali, "Whither 
are you bound?" and quoth the Syrian, “to Aleppo," when 
Ali said, "1 will lend thee a hand." Accordingly they loaded 
the beasts and Provost mounted his she^'mule and they set out 
he rejoicing in Ali; and presendy he loved him and made 
much of him and on this wise they fared on till nightfall, when 
they dismounted and ate and drank. Then came the time of 
file^ and Ali lay down on his side and made as if he slept; 
wbereupoii the Syrian stretched himself near him and Ah ro^ 
from bis stead and sat down at the door of the merchant’s 
pavilion. Presendy the Syrian turned over and woiild have 
taken All in his arms, but found him not and said to himself. 
"Haply he hath promised another and he hath taken him; 
but I have the first right and another night I ■will keep him. 
Now Ali continued sitting at the door of the tent nil nigh upon 
daybreak, when he retumed and lay down near the Sj^an, who 
found him by his side, when he awoke, and said to himself, If 
I ask him where he hath been, he will leave me and go away. 
So he dissembled with bitn and they went on till they came to 
a forest, in which was a cave, where dwelt a rending lion. Now 
whenever a caravan passed, they would draw lots among 
themselves and him on whom the lot fell they would throw to 
the beast. So they drew lots and the lot fell not save upon the 
Provost of the Merchants. And lo! the Uon cut off chdr way 
awaiting his prey, wherefore the Provost was sor^ distress^ 
and said to the leader, "Allah disappoint the fortunes* * of the far 
one and bring his journey to naught!^^ I charge th«, after my 
death, give my loads to my children." Quoth Ali the Clever 
One, "What meaneth all this?" So they told him the case and 
he said, "Why do ye rao from the tom'Cat of the desert? I 
warrant you I will kill him," So the Syrian went to the Provost 
and told him of this and he said, "If he slay him, 1 will give him 
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a. thousand dinars,” and said the other merchants, *‘We will 
reward him likewise one and all." With this Ali put off 
his mantle and there appeared upon him a suit of sted; then he 
took a chopper of steel' and opening it turned the screw; after 
which he went forth alone and standing in the road before the 
hon, cried out to him. The lion ran at him, but AU of Cairo 
smote him between the eyes with his chopper and cut him in 
sunder, whilst the carav'an'leader and the merchants looked on. 
Then said he to die leader, "Have no fear, O nuncle!" and the 
Syrian answered, saying, “O my son, I am thy servant for all 
future time,” Then the Provost embraced him and kissed him 
between the eyes and gave him the thousand dirmrs, and each of 
the other merchants gave him twenty dinars. He deposited all 
the coin with the Provost and they slept that night till the mom^ 
ing, when they set out again, intending for Baghdad, and fared on 
tiU they came to the Lion's Clump and the Wady of Dogs, where 
lay a viUain Badawi, a brigand and his tribe, w^ho sallied forth on 
them. The folk fled from the h^hwaymen, and the Provost said, 
"My monies are lost!"; when, lo! up came Ali in a buff coat 
hung with bells, and bringing out bis long lance, htted the pieces 
tog^er. Then he seized one of the Arab's horses and mounting 
it cried out to the Badawi Chief, saying, “Come out to fight me 
mth spears!” Moreover he shook his bells and die Arab's mare 
took fright at the noise and Ali struck the Chief s spear and broke 
it. Then he smote him on the neck and cut off his head,* When the 
Badawinsaw their chief fall, they ran at Ali, but be cried out, say¬ 
ing, “Allaho Akbar—God is Most Great!"—and, falling on them 
broke them and put them to Sight. Then he raised the Chiefs head 
on his spcar'point and return^ m the merchants, who rewarded 
him liberally and continued thdr journey, till they reached 
Baghdad. Thereupon Ali took his money from the Provost and 
committed it to the Syrian caravan-leader, saying, "When thou 
retumest to Cairo, ask for my barracks and give these monies to 
my deputy,” Then be slept that night and on the morrow he 
entered the city and threading the streets enquired for Calamity 
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Ahmad's quartersj but none would direct him thereto.* * So he 
walked on, till he came to the square Al-Nafa, where he saw 
children at play, and amongst them a bd called Ahmad al^Lakit,’’ 
and said to nimsflf, “O my Ali, thou shalt not get news of dtem 
but from thdr little ones." Then he turned and seeing a sweet- 
meat'seller height Halwa of him and called to the children; but 
Ahmad al-Lakic drove the rest away and coming up to hitn, said, 
**What seekest thou?" Quoth Ali, "I had a son and he died and 
I saw him in a dream a^ing for sweetmeats; wherefore 1 have 
bought them and wish to give each child a bit." So saying, he 
gave Ahmad a slice, and he looked at it and seeing a dinar 
sticking to it, said, "Begone! I am no catamite: seek another 
than I.*’ Quoth Ali, '*0 my son. none but a sharp feUow taketh 
the hire, even as he is a sharp one who givetb it. I have sought 
all day for Ahmad al'Danaf a barrack, but none would direct me 
thereto; so this dinar is chine an thou wilt guide me thither." 
Quoth the lad, "I will nin before thee and do thou keep up W'lth 
me, till 1 come to the place, when I will catch up a pebble with 
my foot* and kick it against the door; and so ^alt thou know it." 
Accordingly he ran on and All after him, till they came to the 
place, when the boy caught up a pebble between his toes and 

(ticked it against the door so as to make the place known.- 

And Shabrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
permitted say. 


ISficii it tuas tt)c i^uiibrcb anb flcbentfi 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Ahmad the Abortion had made knovm the place. Ali laid hold of 
him and would have taken the dinar from him, but could not; so 
he said to him, "Go; thou dcservest largesse for thou art a sh^ 
fellow', whole of wit and stout of heart. Inshallah, if I become a 
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captain to the Caliph, I will make thee one of my lads," Then 
the boy made off and Ali Zaybak up to the door and knocked; 

whereupon quoth Ahmad al-Danaf, "O doorkeeper, open the 
door; that is the knock of Quicksilver All the Cairene." So he 
opened the door and AU entered and saluted with the salam 
Ahmad who embraced him, and the Forty pected him. Then 
Calamity Ahma d gave him a SLtit of clothes, saying, “When the 
Caliph made me captain, he dothed my lads and 1 kept this suit' 
for thee." Then diey seated him in the place of honour and 
setting on meat they ate well and drink they drank hard and 
made merry till the momlng, when Ahmad said to Ali, "Beware 
thou walk not about the struts of Baghdad, but sit thee still is 
this barrack." Asked Ali, "Why so? Have I come hither to be 
shut up? No, I came to look about me and divert mysdf." 
Replied Ahmad, “O my son, think not that Baghdad be like 
Cain>. Bagdad is the seat of the Caliphate; ^arpm abound 
therein and rogueries spring therefrom as worts spring out of 
earth." So Ali abode in the barrack three days when Ahmad 
said to him, "1 wish to present thee to the Caliph, that he 
may assign tliee an allowance." But he replied, "When the 
time cometh.” So he let him go his own way. One day, as 
Alj sac In the barrack, his breast became straitened and his soul 
troubled and be said in himsdf, "Come, let us up and thread the 
ways of Baghdad and broaden my bosom." So he went out and 
walked from street to street, till he came to the middle basar, 
where he entered a cook'shop and dmed;’* * after which he went out 
to wash his hands, Presendy he saw forty slaves, with fdt bon' 
nets and steel cutlasses, come walking, two by two; and last of all 
came Dalilah the Wily, mounted on a she-mule, with a gilded 
helmet which bore a ball of polished steel, and dad in a coat of 
mail, and such like. Now she was returning from the Divan to 
the Khan of which she was portress; and when she espied Ali, 
she looked at him Sxedly and saw that he resembled Calamity 
Ahmad in height and breadth. Moreover, he was dad in a striped 
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Abi'cloak and a bumous, with a steel cutlass by his side and 
similar gear, while valour shone from his eyes, testifying in favour 
of him and not in disfavour of him. So she returned to the Khan 
and going in to her dau^ter, fetclied a table of sand, and struck 
a geomantic figure, whereby she discovered that the stranger's 
name was Ah of Cairo and that his fortune overcame her fortune 
and that of her daughter. Asked Zaynab, "O my mother, what 
hath befallen thee that thou hast recourse to the sand-table?" 
Answered Dalilah, "O my daughter, 1 have seen this day a young 
man who resemhleth Cal^ity Ahmad, and 1 fear lest he C3me to 
hear how thou didst strip Ahmad and his men and enter the ^an 
and play us a trick, in revenge for what we did with his chief and 
the forty; for methin^ he has taken up hjs lodging in Ai'Danafs 
barrack." Zaynab rejoined, “What h this? Methinks thou hast 
taken his measure." Tlien she donned her fine clothes and went 
out into the streets. When the people saw her, they all made love 
to her and she promised and sware and listened and ctxjuctted and 
passed from market to market, till she saw Ah the Cairene coming, 
when went up to him and rubbed her shoulder against him. 
Then she turned and said, "Allah give long life to folk of dia* * 
enminattonr* Quoth he, ‘'How goodly is thy form! To whom 
dost thou belong?"; and quoth sh^ "To the gallant^ lie thee;' 
and he said, thou wife or spinster?” "Sdarried," said she. 
Asked Ali, "Shall it be in my lodging or thine?"* and she 
answered, "I am a merchant’s daughter and a merchants wife 
and in all my life 1 have never been out of doors till to-day, and 
my only reason was that when I made ready food and thought to 
eat, I had no mmd thereto without company. When I saw thee, 
love of thee entered my heart: so wilt ^ou dmgn solace my soul 
and cat a mouthful with me?" Quoth he, "Whoso is invited, let 
him accept." Thereupon she went on and he followed her from 
sir eet to str^, but presently he bethought hicnself and said, 
"What w'ik thou ^ and thou a stranger? Verily 'tis said, 
‘Whoso doth whor^om in his jarangerhood, Allah will send Him 
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back disappointed.* But I will put her off froin thee with fair 
words/’ So he said to her, ‘‘Tm this dinar and appoint me a 
day other than this/* and said, *'B>* the Mighty Name, it 
may not be hut thou ahalt go home with me as my guest this very 
day and 1 wil] take thee to fast fricncL" So he folbwed her tjU 
she came to a house with a lofty porch and a wooden bolt on the 
door and said to him, "Open this lock.''‘ Asked he '“Where is 
the key?”; and she answered, “ Tis lost/' Quoth he, "Whoso 
opcneth a lock without a key is a knave whom it behoveth the rul^ 
to punish, and I know not how to open doots without keys?"' 
With this she raised her veil and showed him her face, whereat he 
took one glance of ejnes that cost him a thousand sighs. Then she 
let fall her veil on the Icjck and repeating over it the names of the 
mother of Moses, opened it without a key and entered. He fob 
lowed her and saw swords and steel-wcapons han^g up; and she 
put off her veil and sat down with him. Quoth he to himself, 
"Accomplish what Allah hath decreed to thee," and bent over her, 
to take a kiss of her check; but she caught the kiss upon her palm, 
saying, ‘'This beseemeth not but by night." Then she brought a 
tiay of food and wine, and they ate and drank; after which she 
rtjse and drawing water from the well, poured it from the ewer over 
his hands, whibt he washed them. Now whilst they were on this 
wise, she cried out and beat upon her breast, saying, “My husband 
had a signet'ring of ruby, which was pledged to him for five 
hundred dinars, and I put it on; but twas too large for me, so I 
straitened it with was, and when I let dtrwn the bucket,* that 
ring must have dropped into the well. So turn thy face to the 
door, the while 1 doff my dress and go down into the well and 
fetch it," Quoth Ali, "■ “Twere shame on me that thou shouldst 
go down there I being present; none shall do it save I.“ So he 
put off his cloches and tied the rope about himself and she let him 
down into the well. Now there was much water therein and she 
said to him, "The rope is too ^ort; loose thyself and drop down/’ 
So he did himself loose from the rope and dropped into the 
water, in which he sank fathoms deeo without touching bottom; 
whilst she donned her mantilla and Caking his clothes, returned to 

her mother-And Shahratad perceiv^ the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 
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IBben it toaE ttie ^cben Stunbrtt) anb tElucEftt} 

She said, Ic hath reached me, O auspicious King, that ^'ben ^ 
of Cairo was in the weU, Zaynab donned her mantilla and, caking 
his c lorhe!^ returned to her mother and said, “1 have stripped An 
the Egyptian and cast him into the Emir Hasan's weH, whence 
alajt for his chance of escapingr'* * Presently, the Emir Hasan, 
the master of the house, who had been al^ent at the Di^'an, came 
home and, finding the door open, said to ^ Syce, "Why didst 
thou not draw me bolt?" “O my lord," replied the grroni, 
"indeed I locked it with my own hand," The Emir cried, "As 
my head liveth, some robber hath entered my housei" Then he 
went in and searched, but found tirme and said to the groom, 
"Fill the ewer, that I may make the Wusu-ablution." So the 
man towered the bucket into the well but, when he drew it up, he 
found it heavy and looking down, saw something therein sitting; 
whereupon he let it fall into the water and cried out, saying, O 
my lord, an Ifrit came up to me out of the weUI * R^li™ the 
Emir, "Go and fe^ four doctors of the law, chat they may read 
the Koran o%'er him, till he go away." So he fetched the doctors 
and the Emir said to them, "Sit round this wdl and exorcise me 
fhtft Ifrit." They did as be bade diem; after which the grocon and 
another servant lowered the bucket again and Ali clung to it and 
hid himself under it patiently oil he came near the top, when he 
sprang out and landed among the doctors, who fell a'cufhng one 
another and crying out, "Ifrit! Ifrit!" Tlie Emir looked at Ah 
and seeing him a young man, said to him, "Art thou a thief? 
"No," replied Ali: "Then what dost thou in the well?" asked 
the Emir; and Ali answered, "I was asleep and dreamt a wet 
dream;^ so 1 went down to the Tigris to wash myself and dived, 
whereupon the current carried me under the earth and 1 came up 
in this well-" Quoth the other, "Tell the truth. * So Ah told 
him all that had befallen him. and the Emir gave him an old 
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gown and let him go. He retunied to Calamity Ahmad s iodgine 
and related to him all that had passed. Quoth Ahmad, "Did 1 
not thee that Baghdad is full of women who play tricb upon 
men?* And quoth Ah Kitf al'Jtunal, "I conjure thee by the 
Mighty Name, tell me how it is that thou art the chief of the bds 
of Cairo and yet hast been stripped by a girl?'* This was 
grievous to Ali and he repented iiim of not having followed 
Ahmad's advice. Tlien the Calamity gave him another suit of 
dothes and Hasan Shuman said to him, "Dust thou know the 
young person?" "No” replied Ali; and Hasan rejoined, 
" ‘Twas Zaynab, the daughter of Dalilah the Wily, the portress of 
the Caliph's Khan; and hast thou fallen into her toib, O Ah?" 
Quoth he, *'Yes," and quoth Hasan, "O AIL, 'twas she who mok 
thy Chiefs clothes and those of all his men.” “This is a disgrace 
to you all!" “And wbt tbinkest thou to do?" "! purpose to 
tEiarr>' her." "Put away that thought far from thee, and console thy 
heart of her." “O Hamm, do thou counsel me how I shall do to 
marry her." "With all my heart: if thou wilt drink from my 
hand and march under my banner, I will bring thee to tby wilt of 
her." “f will well." So Hasan made Ali put off his clothes; 
and, taking a cauldron heated therein somewhat as it were pitch, 
wherewith he anointed him and he became L'kc unto a blackamoor 
slave. Moreover, he smeared his lips and cheeks and pencilled 
his eyes with red Kohl.^ Then he clad him in a slave's habit and 
giving him a tray of kabobs and wine, said to him, "There is a 
black «x)k in the Khan who requires from the bazar only meat; 
and thou art now become his like; so go thou to him civilly and 
accost him in friendly fashion and speak to him in the blacks' 
lingo, and salute him, saying, "Tis long since we met in the 
beer-ken.' He will answer thee, ‘I have beoi too busy: on my 
hands be forty sla\'es, for whom 1 cook dinner and supper, besides 
making ready a tray for Dalilah and the like for her daughter 
Zaynab and the dogs' food/ And do thou say to him, ’Come, let 
us cat kabobs and lush swipes/* Then go with him into the 
saloon and make him drunken and question him of his service, 
how many dishes and what dishes he hath to cook, and ask him of 
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the dpra* * food and the keys of the kitchen and the Lirder; and he 
will tell thee; for a wan* when he is drunken^ telleth all he woiild 
conceal were he sober. Wiven thou hast done this drug him and 
don his dodies and sticking the two fcm\'ES in tby girdle, the 
v^etabic'baskct and go to the market and buy meat and greens, 
with which do thou return to the Khan and enter the kitchen and 
the larder and cook the food. Dish it up and put Bhang in it, so 
as to drug the dt^s and the slaves and Dalilah and Zaynab ^d 
lastly serv-e up. When all are asleep, hie thee to the upper 
chamber and bring away every suit of cloches thou wilt find 
hanging there. And if thou have a mind to marry Zaynab, bring 
with thee also the forty caiTier'pigeons.''' So Ali went to the 
Wian and going in to the cook, saluted him and said, " Tts long 
since I have met thee in the beer^ken." The stave replied, ”I 
have been busy cooking for the slaves and the dogs,” Then he 
took him and making him drunken, questioned hi in of his work. 
Quoth the kitchener, “Every day T cook five dishes for c^ner 
and the bke for supper; and yesterday they sought of me a axth 
dish, J yellow rice,* and a seventh, a mess of cooked pomegranate 
seed,” Ali asked, ”And what is the order of thy service?” and 
the idave answered, “First I serve up Zaynab's tray, next DalilahV; 
then I feed the alav^ and give the dogp their sufficiency of meat, 
and the least that satisfies them is a pound each.” But. as fate 
would have it. he forgot to ask him of the keys. Then be drugged 
him and donned his clothes; after which he took the basket and 

went to the market. There he bought meat and greens.-And 

Shahra^ad perceived the dawn of day and ceased ^ying her 
permitted say. 


iabni it hiaa ffie i&tbtn S£)anhrch anii tEijirtccnih ilighh 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Ali of 
Cairo, after drilling the cook-slave with Bhang, took the two 
knives which he stuck in hfs belt and, carrying the vegetable' 
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ba^ct, went to the market where he bought meat and greens; 

presently retumiivg to the Kha^n, he saw Datilah seated at the 
gate, watching chose who went in and came out, and the forw 
slaves with her, ann©J- So he heartened his heart and entered; 
but Dalilah knew him and said to him, ^'Back, O captain of 
thieves! Wilt thou play a trick on me in the Khan?" Thereupon 
he {dressed as a slave) turned and said to her, "W hat sayest thou, 
O portress?" She asked, "What hast thou done with the slave, 
oiu' cook?; say me if thou hast killed or drugged him?" He 
answered, “What cook? Is there here another sUve-cook than 
I?" She rejoined, “Thoulicst, thou art Mercury Ali the Cairene." 
And he said to her, in sla^-es' patois, "O portress, are the Cairenes 
black or white? I will slave for you no longer.” Then said the 
slaves to him, “What is the matter with thee, O our cousin?" 
Cried Daiilah, “This js none of your unde's children, but Ali 
Zaybak the Egyptian; and meseems he hath either dru^ed yoxu 
cousin or killed him." But they said, “Indeed this is our cousin 
Sa'adu'U^ the cook;" and she, "Not so, 'tis Mercury Ali. and 
he hath dyed sltin," Quoth the sharper, “And who is Ali? ! 
am Sa'adu'IIah/' Then she fetched unguent of proof, with which 
she anointed Ali's forearm and rubbed it; but the black did not 
come off; whereupon quoth the slaves, “Let him go and dress us 
our dinner," Quoth Dalilah, “If he be indeed your cousin, he 
knoweth what you sought of him yestenught^ and how many 
di^es he cnoketh evcr>’ day," So they asked him of this and he 
said, "Every day I cook you five dishes for the morning and the 
like for the evening meal, lentils and rice and broth and scew“ and 
sherbet of roses; and yesternight ye sought of me a sixth dish and 
a seventh, to wit yellow rice and cooked pomegranate seed." And 
the slaves said Then quoth Dalilah, “In with liim and 

if he know the kitdien and the larder, he is indeed your cousin; 
but, if not, kill him." Now the cook had a cat which he had 
brought up, and whenever he entered the kitchen it would stand 
at the door and spring to his back, as soon as he went in. So, 
when Ali entered, the cat saw him and jumped on his shoulders; 
but he durew it off and it ran before Itim to the door of die kitchen 
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and stopped there. He guessed that this was the kitchen door; so 
he took the keys and seeing one with traces of feathers thereon, 
knew it for the kitchen key and therewith opened the door. Then 
he ente^ and setting down the greens, went out again, led by the 
cat, which ran before him and stopped at another door. He guessed 
that this was the larder and seeing one of the kc>’s marked w'ith 
grease, knew' it for the key and opened the door therewith; where* 
upon quoth the slaves, **0 Dahl^, were he a stranger, he had not 
known the kitchen and the larder, nor had he been able to distin* 
keys thereof from the test; verily, be is our cousin 
Sa adu llah." Quoth she, “He learned the places f^m the cat and 
distinguished the keys one from the other by the appearance: but 
t^ devemess imposeth not upon me,” Then he returned m the 
kitchen where he cooked the d^er and, carrjdng Zaynab s tray up 
to her room, saw all the stolen clothes hanging up; after which he 
went down and todi Dalilah her tray and gave toe slaves and die 
dogs their rations. The like he did at sundown and dru^ed 
Dalilah s food and that of 2iaynab and the slaves. Now the doors 
of the Khan were opened and shut with the sun. So AlJ went 
forth and cried out, saying, ‘X) dwellers in the Khan, the watch 
is set and we have loosed the dogs; whoso stirreth out after this 
can blame none save himself.” But he had delayed the dogs' 
supper and put poi^n therein; con^uently when he set it before 
them, they ate of it and died while the slaves and Dalilah and 
Zaynab still slept under Bhang. Then he went up and took all the 
clothes and the carrier-pigeoiis and, opening the gate, made off to 
the barrack of the Forty, where he found Hasan Shuman the 
Pestilence who said to him, “How hast thou fared?” TTiereupon 
he told him what had passed and he praised him. Then he 
caused him to put off his clothes and boiled a decoction of herbs 
wherewi^ he washed him, and his skin became white as it was; 
after which he donned his own dre^ and going hack to the Khan, 
clad the cook in the habit he had taken from him and made himsmell 
to the counter'dnig: upon which the slave awoke and going forth 
to the greengrocer s, btnight vegetables and return^ to the Khan. 
Such was the case with AbZaybak of Cairo; but as regards Dalilah 
the Wily, when the day broke, one of the lodgers in die Khaa came 
out of his chamber and, seeing the gate open and the slaves drugged 
and the dogs dead, he wmt in to her and found her lying drugged, 
with a scroll on her neck and at her head a sponge steeped in the 
coiinter'drug. He set the sponge to her nostrils and she awoke and 
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asked/‘Where am 1?" The merchant answered, “When 1 came 

down from my chamber I saw the gate of the opra and the 
does dwd and found the slaves and thee drugged.” So die took up 
the paper and read therein these words, “None did this deed ^ve 
Ali the Eg^-ptian.*’ Then she awoke the daves ^d 2^ab by 
makine theta sniell the counter-Bhang and s^ to them. Did I not 

tellyouthatthiswasAli ofCairo?"; presently ad^g to the slaves, 

“But do ye concral the matter " Then she said to her daught^. 
‘'^How -often have 1 wBmed th^ that Ali would not Forego 
revenge? He hath clone this deed in requital of that which 
thou diddest with him and he had it in his power to do with thee 
other than this thing; but he refrained therefrom out of courtesy 
and a desire that there should be love and friend^ip betw^ 

So saying, she dolfed her man's gear and donned won^ 
and, tying the kerchief of peace about her neck, repahed to Ahmad 
al'Danaf's barrack, Now when Ali entered with the clones and 
the carrier'pigeons, Hasan Shuman gave the h^'ke^er the price 
of forty pigeons tind he bought them and c(»kf^ them amonga 
the men. Presently there came a knock at the door and ^^^d 
said, “That is Dalilah's knock: the and to h^, O hall- 

keeper." & he admitted her and-And Shahrasad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

IDhtn it tofia tfee ^rhen j^onbreb anb dfouctecntf) .^iefett 

She pursued. It hath reached me. O auspicious King, that when 
P altbK was admitt^, Hasan asked her, “What bringeA thee 
hither, O ill-omened old woman? Verily, thou and thy brothCT 
Zurayk the fishmonger are of a piece! ; and she answered, 
captain I am in the wrong and this my n^t is at thy me^^^; 
tell me which of you it was that played me this trick? CJucm 
Cabmity Ahmad, ” Twas the first of my lads. Rejoined Dahbh, 
“For the sake of Allah intercede with him to give me back the 
carrier-pigeons and what not, and thou wilt lay me under great 
obligation." When Hasan heard this he said, “Allah requite the^ 
O Why didst thou cook the pigeons?^'; and All aimvered. 
“I knew not that they were carrier-pigeons.* Then said Ahmad, 
*'0 hall'keepcr bring us the cooked pigeons. ^So he brought toem 
and D^ilah took a piece and tasting it, said, “This is none of the 
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earner-pigeons' fleshj for 1 fed them on grains of musk and their 
meat is b^me even as musk." Quoth ^unmn, "An thou desire 
to have the carrier-pigeons, comply with All's will” Asked she 
"What is that?" And Hasan answered, "He w'ould have thee 
many him to thy daughter Zaynah." She said, "I have not com- 
mand over her except of affection"; and Hasan said to Ah' the 
Cairene “Give her the pigeons." So he gave them to her, and she 
took them and rejoiced in them. Then quoth Hasan to her. 
"There is no hdp but thou return us a sufEdent reply'h and 
Dalilah rejoined, “If it be indeed his wish to marry her, it availed 
nothing to play this ck\'er trick upon us: it behoveth him rather 
to demand her in raairiage of her mother's brother and her 
guardian. Captain Zurayk, him who crieth out, saying, ‘Ho! a 
pound of fish for two farthings!' and who hangeih up in his shop 
a purse containing two thousand dinars." When the Forty beard 
tab, they all rose and cried out, saying, "What manner of blather 
is this, 6 harlot? Dost thou wish to bereave us of our brother 
Ah of Cairo?" Then she returned to the Khan and said to her 
daughter, "Ali the Egyptian seekech thee in marriage." Whereat 
21aynab rejoiced, for she loved him because of his chaste forbear' 
ance towards her,' and asked her mother what had passed. So 
she cold her, adding, "I made it a condition that he should demand 
thy hand of chine unde, so 1 might make him fall into destruc- 
tion." Meanwhile Aii turned to his fellows and asked them, 
"What manner of man is this Zurayk?"; and they answered, "He 
was chief of the sharpers of Al-Irak land and could ail but pierce 
mountains and lay hold upon the stars, He would steal the Kohl 
from the eye and, in brief, he had not his match for rogue^»; but 
he hath repented liis sins and foresworn his odd way of life and 
opened him a fishmonger's sh^. And now he hath amassed two 
thousand dinars by the sale of fish and laid them in a purse with 
strings of sQk, to which he hath tied belb and rings and rattles of 
brass, hung on a peg within the doorway. Ever)’ tinje he openeth 
his shop be suspendedi the said purse and crieth out, saying, 
'Where are ye, O sharpers of Eg>'pt, O prigs of Al-Irak, O 
tricksters of Ajam'land? Beheld, Zurayk the fishmonger hath 
hung up a purse in front of his shop, and whoso pretendeth to 
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ci^t and cunning, and can take it by sleight, it is his.’ So the long 
fingered and gr^dy-minded come and try to take the purse, but 
cannot; for, whilst he frieth his fish and tcndeth the £re» be layeth 
at bis feet sconc-like cirdea of lead; and whenever a thief thinkcth 
to take him unawares and maketh a snatch at the purse be casCeth 
at him a load of lead and slayeth him or docth hira a damage. So 
O Ali, wert thou to tackle him, thou wouldst be as one who 
iostleth a funeral cortege, unknowing who is dead;*^ for thou art no 
match for him, and we fear his mixiuef for thee. Indeed, thou 
hast no call to marry Zaynab, and he who leaveth a thing alone 
liveth without it." Cried Ali, "This wo'e shame, O comrades; 
needs must I take the purse: but bring me a young lady’s habit." 
So they brought him women’s dothes and he dad him.^ elf therein 
and stained lus hands with Henna, and modestly hung down bis 
ved. Then he took a lamb and killing it, cut out the long 
intestine" which he cleaned and tied up below; moreover he filled 
it with the blood and bound it betw’een his thighs; after which he 
donned petticoaE'trouseES and ’walking boots. He also made 
himsdf a pair of false breasts with birds' crops and filled them 
w'ith thidrened milk and tied round his hips and over his bdly a 
piece of linen, which he stuffed with cotton, girding himself over 
all with a kerchief of silk well starched. Then he went out, 
whilst all who saw him exclaimed, "What a fine pair of hind 
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cheeks! Presently he saw an ass-driver coming, so he gave 
bim a dmar and mounting, rode tiU he came to Zurayk’s shop 
where he saw the purse hung up and the gold ghtterine 
through It. Now Zurayk was frying fish, and Ah' said, “O 
a^^ whatJs that ^dl?” Replied he, "It's the smell 
of Zurabs hsh. Quoth Ah, "I am a woman with child and 
me smeU hanneth me; go, fetch me a slice of the fish." So the 
donke>''boy said to Zurayk, “What aileth thee to fry fish so early 
and annoy pregnant women with die smell? I have here the wife 
of the Emir Sharr al-Tarik, and she b with child: so give 
nw a CHt ot fish, for the babe stirreth in her w’omb, O Protector 
O my God, avert from us the mischief of this day!” Thereupon" 
Zunyk took a piece of fish and would have fried it, but the fire 
had gone out and he went in to rekmede it. Meanwhile Ali dis- 
mounted and sitting down, pressed upon the lamb's intestine till 
It bi^ and the blood ran out from between hk Then be 
aloud, saying, "O my back! O my side!" Whereupon the 
toer^^ed and seeing the blood running, said, "Wbat aileth 
thee, O my lady? Replied Ah, “I have miscarried"; where- 
upon Zurayk looked out and s^ng the blood fled affrighted 
into the inner shop. Quoth the doiley-diiver, "Allah torment 
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thee, O ZunyicI The lady hath miscarried and thou art no 
mat^ for her husband. Why must thou mate a stench so early 
in the rooming? 1 said to thee, ‘Bring her a slice,' but thou 
wouidst not," Thereupon, he took his aas and went his way and, 
as Zurayk still did not appear, Ali put out his hand to the purse; 
but no sooner bad he touched it than the bells and rattles and 
rings began to jin^ and the gold to chink. Quoth Zurayk, who 
returned at the sound, "Tliy perfidy hath come k> light, O pllo^* * 
Hrd! Wilt thou put a cheat on roe and thou in a woman $ habit? 
Now take wlwt oometh to thee!" And he threw a cake of lead 
at him, but it went aglcy and Ughted on another; whereupon the 
people rose against Zurayk and said to him, "Art thou a trades^ 
roan, or a swashbuckler? An thou be a tradesman, take down thy 
purse and spare the folk thy mischief." He replied, "Bisinillah, 
in the name of AUah! On my head be it.' As for Ail, he made 
off to the barrack and told Hasan Shuman what had happened, 
after which he put off his woman’s gar and donning a groom's 
habit which was brou^t to him by l5s chief took z dish and five 
dirhams. Then he returned to Zurayk's shop and the fishmonger 
said to him, “^Tiat dost thou want, O my master?*'* He showed 
him the dirhams and Zurayk would have given him of the fish 
in the tray, Isut he said, “I will have none save liot fish." So he 
set fidi in the earthen pan and finding the fire dead, went in to 
reh'ght it; whereupon Ali put out his hand to the purse and 
caught hold of the end of it. The rattles and rin^ and bells 
linked and Zurayk said, “Thy trick hath not deceived me, I 
knew thee for all thou art disguised as a groom by the grip of 

thy hand on the dish and the rorhams."-And Shahrazad per- 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


ffllicn tt tftr ^eben iO^unbreb atih ^Fifteenth 

She resumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Ah' of Egypt put out his hand to the purse, the and rings 
jingled and Zurayk said, ‘Thy crick hath not drxeived me for 
all thou corocst disguised as a groom I knew thee by the grip of 
thy hand on the dish and the dliharos!" So saying, he thr^ the 
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lead at him, but he avoided it and it fell into the pan full of 
hot fish and broke it and overturned it, fat and all, upon the 
breast and Moulders of the Kazi, who was passing. The oil ran 
down inside his clothes to his privy parts and he cried out, *'0 
tny privities' What a sad pickle you are mf Alas, unhappy 1! 
Who hath played me this trick?" Answered the people; *‘0 
our lord, it w*as some small boy that threw a stone into the 
pan: but for AUalis ward, it had been worse." Then they 
turned and seeing the loaf of lead and that it was Zurayk who 
had thrown it, rose against him and said to him, *’0 Zurayk, 
this is not allowed of Allah! Take down the puise or it shall 
TO ill for thee." Answered he, *'l will take it down, InshaJlah!" 
Meanw’hile Alt returned to the barrack and told his comrades 
w’ho cried, "Where is the purse?", all that had passed and they 
said, "Thou hast exhausted two-thirds of his cunning," Then 
he changed his groom^s dress for the garb of a merchant and 
going out, met a snake-charmer, with a bag of serpents and a 
wallet containing his kit to whom said he, “O charmer, come 
and amuse my lads, and thou shalt have largi^se," So he accom¬ 
panied him to the barrack, where he fed him and drugging him 
with Bhang, doffed hia clothes and put them on. Then he took 
the bags and repairing to Zurayk s shop began to play the reed' 
pipe. Quoth Zurayk, "Allah provide thee!" But All pulled 
out the serpents and cast them down before him; w-hereat the 
fishseller, who was afraid of snakes, fled from them into the 
inner shop. Thereupon Ali picked up the reptiles and, thrusting 
them back into the tag, stretched out his h^d and caught hold 
of the end of the purse, The rings again rang and the bells and 
rattles jangled, and Zurayk cried, “Wilt thou never cease to play 
me tricks? Now thou feignest thj'self a scrpent'channer!" So 
saying, he took up a piece of lead, and hurled it at Ali; but it 
missed him and fell on the head of a groom, w-ho was passing 
by, following his master, a trooper, and knocked lum down. 
Quoth the soldier, "Who felkd him?"; and the folk said, 
"Tvfas a stone fell from the roof." & the soldier passed on 
and the people, seeing the piece of lead, want up to Zurayk 
cried to him, "Take down the purse!"; and he said, 
“Inshallah, I will take it down this very night!" Ali ceased 
not to practice upon Zurayk tfU he bad made seven different 
attempts but without taking the purse. Thim he returned the 
snakc'charmer lus clothes and kit and pve him due benev'o- 
voi_ vu. 
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lence: after which he went back to Zurayk'a shop and heard 
him say, "If I leave the purse here Kynight, he will dig tt^ugh 
the fihop^all and lakc it; I wiU carry it home with me." So 
he arose and shut die shopj then he took down the purse and 

E utting it in his hosom set out home, till he came near his 
ouse, when he saw a wedding in a nei^bour's lodging and 
said to himself, "1 will hie me home and give my wife the purse 
and (Ion my fine clothes and return to the marriage. And Ah 
foDowed him. Now Zurayk had married a black girl, cme of the 
freed women of the Wazir Ja’afar and she had borne him a son, 
whom he named Abdallah, and he had promis^ her to spmid the 
money in the purse on the occasion of die boy s circumcision and 
of bis marriage-procession. So he went into his house and, as he 
entered, his wife saw that his face was overcast and asked him. 
"What hath caused thy sadness?" Quoth he, "Allah hath 
afflicted me this day with a rascal who made seven attempts to 
the purse, but without avad;" and ouoth she, it to '^^.t 
1 may lay it up against the boy's festival'day." (Now Ali, ivho 
had followed him lay hidden in a closet whence he could see and 
hear alL) So be gave her the purse and changed his dothe^ say'* 
ing, "Keep the purse safely, O Umm Abdallah, for l^am going to 
the wedding/' But die sai^ "Take thy sleep awhile. So he lay 
down and fdl asleep. Presently, Ali rose and going on tiptoe to 
the purse, took it and went to the house of the wedding and sto(xl 
there, looking on at the fun. Now meanwhile, Zurayk dreamt 
that he saw a bird fly away with the purse and awaking in aifri^t, 
said to his wife, "Rise; look for the purse." So she looked and 
Ending it gone, bulfeted her face and said, "Alas the blackness of 
thy fortune, O Umm Abdahahl A sharker hath taken the purse." 
Quoth Zurayk, “By Allah it can be none other than ra<^ Ali 
who hath plagued me all day! He hada followed me home and 
seized the purse; and there is no help but that I go and get it 
back." Quoth she, “Except thou bring it, 1 w'ill lock an thee 
the door and leave thee to pass the night in the street," So 
he went up to the house of the wedding, and seeing Ali looking 
on, said to himself, "This is he who took the purse; but he lodgeth 
with Ahmad al'Danaf," So be forewent him to the Isrrack and, 
climbing up at the back, dropped down into the saloon, where he 
found every one asleep. Presently there came a rap at the door 
and Zurayk asked, "Who is there!" "Ali of Cairo," answered the 
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knocker; and Zurayk said* “Hast thou brought the purse?” So 
Ali thought it was Hasan Sbnman and replied, “I have btought 
it;^ open the door.” Quoth Zurayk, “Impossible that 1 open to 
thee till I sec the purse; for thy chief and 1 have laid a wager 
about it.” Said Ali, “Put out thy hand” So he put out his hand 
thmu^ the hole in the side'door and Ali laid the purse in it; 
whereupon Zurayk took it and going forth, as he had come in, 
returned to the wedding. Ali stood for a long while at the door, 
but none opened to him; and at last he gave a thundering knexi 
that awoke all the men and they said, '’‘That is Ali of Cairo’s 
peculiar rap.” So the hall'keeper opened to him and Hasan 
Shuman said to him, “Hast thou bruu^c the purse?” Replied 
All, “Enough of jesting, O Shuman: didst thou not swear that 
thou wouldest not open to me dll I showed thee the purse, and 
did I not give it thee through the hole in the side door? And 
didst thou not say to me, 1 am sworn never to open the door till 
thou show me the purse?’ ** Quoth Hasan, “By Allah, ’twas not 
I who took it, but Zurayk!" Quoth Ali, “Needs must 1 get it 
again,” and repaired to the house of the wedding, where be heard 
the buffoon^ say, “‘Bravo,’ O Abu Abdailahi Good luck to th^ 
with thy son!” Said Ali, “My luck is in the ascendant,” and 
going to the fishmonger's lodging, climbed over the back wall of 
the house and found his wife asleep. So he drugged her widi 
Bhang and clad himself in her clothes. Then he took die child in 
ills arms and went round, searching, till he found a palm'leaf 
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basket containing buns,^ which Zurayk of hia rugganUtriess, had 
kept from the Greater Feast. Presentiy, the fishmonger returned 
and Imocked at the door» whereupon Ali imitated his wife's voice 
and asked, is at the door?” “Abu Abdallah," answered 

Zurayk and Ali said, “I swore that I would not open the door to 
thee, except thou broughtest back the purse," Quoth the fish' 
monger, "1 have brought it.” Cried All, “Here with it into my 
hand before I open die door;" and Zurayk answered, saying, "Let 
dowrn the basket and take it therein." So Sharper AH let down 
the basket and the other put the purse therein, whereupon. Ali 
took it and drugged the child. Then he aroused the woman and 
making off by the bach way as he had entered, returned with the 
child and the purse and the basket of cakes to the barrack and 
show'ed them all to the Forty, who praised his dexterity. Thmt' 
upon he gave them, cakes, which they ate, and made over the boy 
to Hasan Shuman, saying, "TTiis is Zurayk's child; hide it by 
thee,” So be hid it and fetching a lamb, gave it to the liall'keeper 
who cooked it whole, wrapped in a cloth, and laid it out shrouded 
as it were a dead body. Meanw'hile Zurayk stood awhile, waiting 
at the door, then rave a knock like thunder and his w'ife said to 
him, “Hast thou brought the purse?" He replied, “Didst thou 
not take it up in the basket thou diddest let down but now?”; and 
she rejoined, “1 let no basket down to thee, nor have I set eyes 
on the purse." Quoth he, “By Allah the sharper hath been 
beforehand with me and hath taken the purse again!" Then he 
searched the house and found the basket of cakes gone and the 
child missing and cried out, saying, "Alas, my child!" Whets' 
upon the woman beat her breast and said, "1 and thee to the 
Wazir, for none hath killed my son save this sharper, and all 
because of thee," Cried Zurayk, “I will answer for mm." So he 
tied die kerchief of truce about his neck and going to Ahmad 
al'Danafs lodging, knocked at the dcxir. The hall'keepcr ad" 
mitted him and as he entered Hasan Shuman asked him, “What 
bringeth thee here?" He answered, "Do ye intercede widi Ali 
the Cairene to restore me my child and I will yield to him the 
purse of gold." Quoth Hasan, “Allah requite thee, O AKI Why 
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didst thou noc tell me it was his child?" "What hath befallen 
him?" cried Zuraylc, and Hasan replied, "We gave him raisins to 
cat, and he choked and died; and this is he:’ Quoth Zurayk 
"Alas, my son! What shall I say to his mother? Th^ he 
rose and opening the shroud, saw it was a Iamb barbecued wd 
said, "Thou msdeese sport ot me, O Ali!" Then they gave him 
the child and Calamity Ahmad said to him, “Thou (hdst hang up 
the purse, proclaiming that it should be ihe propeTt>’ of any shar|^ 
who should be able to take it, and AIi hath taken h; so tis the 
very property of otir Cajrctie. Zyrs.yk ^inswered, 1 mEkie hiin 
a present of it;" but Ah said to him, Dti iImu ^accept it 
account of thy niece Zaynab." And Zurayk replied, 1 accept it. 
Tlicn quoth the Forty, "Wc demand of thee Zaynab in marriage 
for All of Cairobut quoth he, “I have no control over her ave 
of kindness." Hasan asked, "Dost thou grant our suit?"; and he 
ansv^’ered, "Yes, T will grant her in marriage to him who can av^ 
to h^ mahr or marriage^ttlement." "And what is her dowry, 
enquired Hasan; and Zurayk replied, She hath ^orn that 
shall mount her breast save the man who bringeth lier the robe ot 
Kaxnar, daughter of Asariah the Jew and the rest of her g^r. 

-And Shahraiad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to 

say her permitted say. 


it toiis tfjE ^cUen Jbnnbrcb anb ^wteenth 


She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Zurayk replied to Shuman, "She hath sworn that none sh^ 
ride astraddle upon her breast save the man who bnngcth her 
the cbtbes of Kamar, daughter of Azariah the Jew ^d her 
crown and girdle and pantoufle’ of gold," Ali cried. If I do 
not bring her the clothes this very night, I renounce my claim to 
her" Rejoined Zurayk, "O Ali, thou art a dead man if ^u play 
any of thy pranks on Kamar." "Why so? 
other answered, "Her father, Jew Axariah, is a skilfuh wily, pe^ 
fidious magician who hath ^e Jinn at his service. He owneth 
without the city a castle, whose walls are one brick of and 

one of silver and which is visible to the folic only whilst he is 
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therein; when he goeth forth, it disappearcth. He bioughc his 
daughter this dress i speak of from an enchanted treasure, and 
every day he fayetb it in a charger of gold and, opening die 
windows of the palace, crieth out, ‘Where are the shaipers of 
Cairo, the pr^s of Al-lrak, the master'thieves of Ajam'land? 
WTioso prevaileth to take dre^ ’ds his.* So all the long- 
fingered ones essayed the adventure, but failed to take it. and he 
turned them by his magic into apes and asses." But Ali said, “I 
will assuredly take it, and Zaynab shall be displayed theiein."* 
So he went to the shop of the Jew and found htm a man of stem 
and forbidding aspect, seated with scales and stone-weights and 
gold and silver and nests of drawers and so forth before and 
a she-mule tethered hard by. Presently he rose and shutting his 
shop, laid the gold and silver in two purses, which he placed in a 
pair of saddle-bags and set on the she-mule’s back. Then he 
mounted and rode dll he reached the city-outskirts followed, with¬ 
out his knowledge, by Ali, when he took out some dust from a 
pocket-purse and, muttering over it, sprii^ed it upon the ah*. No 
sooner had he done this than sharper All saw a which had 
not its like, and the Jew mounted the steps upon his beast which 
was a subject Jinni; after which he dismounted and taking the 
saddle-bags otf her back, dismissed the dbe-mule and she vanned. 
Then he entered the castle and sat down. Presently, he arose and 
opening the lattices, took a wand of gold, which be set up in the 
open window and, hanging thereto a golden charger by chains of 
the same metal, laid in it uie dress, whilst Ali watched him from 
behind the door, and presently he cried out, saying, “Where are 
the sharpers of Cairo? Where are the prigs of Al-Irak, the 
master-tnieves of the ^am-Iand? Whoso can thk dress by 
his sleight, ’tis his!" Then he pronounced certain magical words 
and a tray of food spread itself before him. He ate and conjured 
a second time, whereupOT the tray disappeared; and yet a third 
time, when a table of wine was placed between his hands and he 
drank. Quoth Ali, “I know not how I am to take the dress 
except if he be drunken/* Then he stole up behind Ae Jew 
whingCT in grip; but the other turned and conjured, saying to his 
hand, “Hold with thesword/’ whereupon AlTs right arm was 
and abode half-way in the air bending the hanger. He put out his 
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left hand to the weapoa, but it also stood fixed m the air^ and so 
with his right foot^ leaving him standing on one foot, llien the 
Jew dispelled the charm from him and Ali became as before. Prc' 
sently Azariah struck a table of sand and found that the thieTs 
name was Mercury Ali of Cairo; so he turned to him and said, 
“Come nearer! Who art thou and what dost thou here?" He 
replied, "I am Ali of Cairo, of the band of Ahmad al-Danaf, I 
sought the hand of Zaynab, daughter of Daiilah the Wdy, and 
she demanded thy daughter's dress to her dowry; so do thou give 
it to me and become a Moslem, an thou wouldst save thy life." 
Rejoin^ the Jew, “Alter thy death! Many have gone about to 
^eal the dress, but failed to take it from me; whe^fore an thou 
ddm be advised, thou wik begone and save thyself; for they only 
seek the dress of thee, that thou mayst fall into dfstruedem; and 
indeed, had I not seen by geomancy chat thy fortune ovemdedi 
my fortunes I had smitten thy neck." Ali rqoiced to hear that 
his luck overcame that of the Jew and said to him, "There is no 
help for it but 1 must have the dress and thou muse bKome a True 
Behever," Asked the Jew, "Is diis thy will and last word," and 
All answered, "Yes." So the Jew took a cup and filling it with 
water, conjured over it and said to Ali, "Come forth from this 
shape of a man into the form of an ass." Then be sprinkled him 
with the water and straightway he became a donkey, with hoofs 
and long ears, and fell to braying after the manner of asinins. 
The Jew drew round him i cirae which became a wall over 
again^ him, and drardt on tdl the morning, when he said to Ali, 
"I will ride thee tO'day and give the ehemide a rest" So he 
locked up the dress, the chaiger, the rod and the charms in a 
cupboard' and conjured over Ali, who followed him. Then he 
set the saddle'bags on his back and mounting, fared forth of the 
Castle, whereupon it disappeared from sight and he rode into 
Baghdad, till he came to his shoo, where he alighted and emptied 
the bags of gold and silver into toe trays before him. As for Ali, 
he was tied up by the shop'door, wh^ he stood in his asioioe 
form hearing and understanding all that passed, without being 
able to speak. And behold, up came a young merchant with 
whom fortune had played the tyrant and who could find no easier 
way of earning his livdihood tl^ water'carrying. So he brought 
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his wife’s bracelets ro the Jew and said to him, "Give me the 
price of these bmcelets, that ] may buy me an ass." Asked the 
Jew, "Whac wilt thou do with him?"; and the other answered, 
“O master, I mean to fetch water from the river on his back, and 
earn my living therd^y." Quoth the Jew, “Take this ass of mme." 
So he sold him the bracd^ and received the, ass'shaped Ali of 
Cairo in part payment and carried him home. Quoth Ali tt) him-* 
sdf, “If the Ass^man dap the pannd on thee and load thee with 
water'skins and go with thee half a score joumeys a day be will 
ruin thy health and thou wilt die.” So, when the water'carrier*3 
wife came to bring him his fodder, he butted her with his head 
and she fell on her back; whereupon he sprang on her and smiting 
her brow with his tnouih, put out and displayed that which his 
b^ettcr left hTm. She cri^ aloud and the neighbours came to 
her assistance and beat him and raised him off her breast. When 
her husband the intended water'carrier came home, she said to 
him. "Now either divorce me or return the ass to his owner.” He 
asked, “What hath happened?”; and she answered, “This is a 
in the guise of a d^key. He sprang upon me, and had not 
the neighbours beaten him off my bosom he had done with me a 
foul tk^g.” So he carried the ass back to the Jew, who said 
to him, “Wherefore hast thou brought him back?” and he 
replie<i “He did a foul thing with my wife.” So the Jew gave 
him his money again and he went aw'ay; and Azariah said to Ali, 
"Hast thou recourse ta knavery, unlucky wretch that thou art, in 

order chat”-And Shahra^ad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 


SSljen ft boas tht #cbcn Jl^unhteh anh ^ebenternth 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the watcT'carriiir brought back the its Jew owner returned to 
him the monies arid turning to Ali of Cairo said, "Hast thou 
recourse to knavery, unlucky wretch that thou art, in order that 
he may return dice to me? But since it pleasetb thee to be an 
ass, 1 will make thee a spectacle and a laughing stock to great and 
small" Then he mounted him and rode till he came without the 
city, when he brought out the ashes in powder and conjuring over 
ft sprinkled it upon the air and immediiately the Castle appeared. 
He entered and taking the saddle-bags off the ass’s back set up 
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the rod and bung to it the charger wherein were the dothca pro- 
claiming aloud, “Where be the cie>'cr ones of all quarter? who 
may avail to take this dress? ” Then he conjured as before and 
meat was set before him and he ate and then wine when he drank; 
after which he took a cup of water and muttering certain words 
thereover^ sprinkled it on the ass Ali, saying, ”'Quit this form and 
return to thy former shape." Ali strai^tway brcame a man once 
more and Azariah said to him, “O Ali, take good advice and be 
content with my mischief. Thou hast no can to marry 21aynab 
nor to fake my daughter's dress, for ‘tis no easy matter for thee: 
so leave greed and 'twill he better for thee; else wdl I cum thee 
into a bear or an ape or set on thee an Ifrit, who will cast thee 
behind the Mountain Kaf." He relied, "I have engaged to take 
the dress and needs must I have it and thou must Iskumse n't I 
will slay thee." Rejoined the Jew, "O Ali, thou art like a walnut; 
unless it be broken it cannot be eaten," Then he took a cup of 
W'ater and conjuring over it, sprinkled Ali with somewhat thereof, 
saying, 'Take thou shape of bear;”' whereupon he instantly be¬ 
came a hear and the Jew put a collar about his neck, muzzled him 
and chained him to a piclret of iron. Then he sat down and ate 
and drank, now and then throwing him a morsel of his orts and 
emptying the dregs of the cup over him, till the morning, when he 
rose and laid by the tray and the dress and conjured over the 
bear, which followed him to the shop. There the Jew sac down 
and emptied the gold and silver into the trays before Ali. after 
binding him by the chain; and the bear there abode seeing and 
comprwending but not able to speak. Presently up came a man 
and a merchant, who accosted the Jew and said to him, "O Master, 
wdt thou sell me yonder bear? 1 have a wife who is my cousin 
and is sick; and they have prescribed for her to eat bears' flesh 
and anoint herself with bears’ grease." Ac this the Jew rejoiced 
and said to himself, *”1 will sell him to tins merchant, so he may 
slaughter him and we be at peace from him." And Ah also said in 
his mind, “By Albli, this fellow' meaneth to sbughter me; but 
dekvcrancc is with the Almighty." Then said the Jew, "He is a 
present from me to thee," & the merchant took hhn and carried 
him to the butcher, to whom he said, '“Brirg tiiy tools and com' 
pany me," Tlie butcher took liis knives and followed the merchant 
to his house, where he bound the beast and feO to sharpenmg his 
blade; but, when he went up to him to slax^htcr him, the bear 
escaped from his hands and rising into the air, disappeared Irom 
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sight between heaven and earth; nor did he cease flTthg till he 
alighted at the Jew's castk. Now the reason thereof was on thi<i 
■wise. When the Jew returned home, his daughter questioned him 
of Ali and he told her ■what bad happened; whereupon she said, 
“Summon a Jmni and ask iiim of the youth, whether he be indeed 
Mercur>* Ali or another who sceketh to put a cheat on thee.” So 
Aaariah called a Jinni by conjurations and questioned him of Ali; 
and he replied, “Tis AH of Cairo himsclL The butcher hath 
>inioned him and whetted his knife to slaughter him." Quoth the 
. cw, “Go, snatch him up and bring him hither, ere the butcher cut 
lis throat/* So the Jinni flew off and, snatching AH out of the 
autdier's hands, bore him to the palace and set mm down before 
the Jew, who took a cup of water and conjuring over it, sprinyed 
him therewith, saying, "Rctuni to thine own shape," And he 
s^ightway became a man again as before. The Jew*a daughter 
Kainar,* seeing him to be a handsome yout^ man , fell in love widi 
him and he fell in love with her; and she said to him, "O unlucky 
one, vvhy dost tliou go about to take my dress, enforcing my father 
to deal "dius with thee?” Quoth he, *'I have engaged to get it for 
Zayn^ Ae Coney-catchcr, that I may "Wed her therewith." And 
she said, "Othejfs than thou have played pranks with my father to 
get my dress, but could not win to it," presently adding, “So put 
away this thought from thee/’ But he answered, “Ncc^ must f 
have it, and thy father must become a Moslem, dse I will slay 
him." Then said the Jew, “See, O my daughter, how this un¬ 
lucky fellow secketh ^bis owti destruction," adding, "Now I w# 
turn thee into a dog/' So he took a cup graven with characters 
and full of water and conjuring over it, sprinkled some of it upon 
Ali, saying, "Take thou form of dog." Whereupon he straight¬ 
way became a dog, and the Jew and his daughter drank together 
till the morning, when the father laid up the dress and charger 
and mounted ms mule. Then he conjured over the dog, which 
followed him, as he rode towards the town, and all dogs bar ked at 
AH= as he passed, till he came to the shop of a broker, a seller of 
second-hand goods, who rose and drove away the dogs, and AH 
lay down before him. The Jew turned and looked for him, but 
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£ndmg him not, parsed onwards. Ppesmdy, the broker shut up 
his shop and went home, followed by fhc d^, which, Ms 
Hftiightgr saw eno^ the house, she veiled her iaoe and said, X!) my 
papa, dost thou bring a strange man -'.i to me?" He relied. “O 
my daughter, this is a dc^.” QuotU she, “Not^so, tis Ah the 
Cairene, whom the Jew Azariah hath enchanted;" and she turned 
to the dog and said to him, “Art not Ali of Cairo?" And he 
signed to her with his head, “Ycs.^* Then her fatlier asked her, 
“Why did the jew enchant him?’’; and she answered, "Because 
of his daughter Kamar’s dress; but 1 can release him." Said the 
broker, '* An thou canst indeed do him this good office, now is the 
time,” and she, “If Lj will marry me, 1 wul release hiiiL" And 
be signed to her widi his head, *‘Yes." So she took a cup of 
water, graven with certain signs and conjuring over it, was about 
to sprinkle Ah* therewith, when !o and behold! she heard a great 
cry and the cup fell from her hand. She turned and found that it 
was her father's handmaid, who had cried out; and she said to 
her, “O my mistress, is’t thus thou keepcst (he covenant between 
me and thee? None taught thee this art save I, and thou di^ 
agree with me that thou wouldst do naught without consulting 
me and that whoso married thee should marry me also, and that 
one night should be mine and one night thine,*' And the broker s 
daughter said, “ "Tis well." When the broker heard the maid a 
words, he asked his daughter, "Who taught maid?"; and 
she answer^, “O ray papa, enquire of herself.” So he put the 
question and she replied, “Know, O my lord, that, when 1 was 
with A^riah the Jew, I used to spy upon him and listen to him, 
when he pc^rfomied his gramarye; and when he went forth to his 
^op in Baghdad, I opened his books and read in them, till I 
became skilled in the Cabbala'science. One day. he was w arm 
with wine and would have me lie with him, but I objected, saying, 
'! may not grant thee this except thou become a Modem.' He 
rcl'us^ and 1 said to him, ‘Now for the Sultan’s market.’' So he 
sold me to thee and I taught my young mistress, making it a 
condition with her that she should do naught without my counsel, 
and that w'hoso might wed her should wed me also, one night 
for me and one night for her." Then she took a cup of water and 
conjuring over it, sprinkled the dog therewith; saying, "Return 
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thou 10 form of man." And he scraigheway was restored to his 
former shape; whereupon the broker saluted him with the 
and asked him the reason of his mchancment. So A!i told him 

all that had passed'-And Shahnutad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased tt> say her pernutted say, 

laijrn it tuiiB i|)f &£ben ©unbreS auh S£i|iljt«nlfi iJialji. 

She resumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
broker, ha^•ing saluted Ah of Cairo with the satam, asked him the 
reason of his enchantment and w’hat had befallen him; and he 
answered by telling him all that had passed, when the broker <ai'ij 
to him, “'Will not my daughter and the handmaid suffice thee?" 
but he answered, "Needs must I have Zaynab also," Now 
suddenly there came a rap at the door and the maid said, "Who 
is at door?" The knocker replied, "Kamar, daughter of 
Arariah the Jew; say me, is AL of Cairo with you?" Replied 
the brokers daughter, *‘0 thou daughter of a dog! If he be 
with Ljs^ what wilt tliou with him? Go down, O maid and open 
to her. So the maid let her in, and when she l nt> kgfl upon 
^ and he upon her, he said, “What bringeth thee hither 
O dogs daughter? Quoth she, *‘I testify diat there is no 

Mohammed is the Apostle 
of God. ’ And, having thus Jslamised, she asked h im. “ Do men 
in the Faith of Aldslam give marriage portions to wotnen or 
do women dower mm?" Quoth he, "ilen endow women.'’ 
Tlien, said she, "I come and dower myself for thee, 
bringing thee, as my marriage portion, my dress together with 
the nxl and charin' and ckairts and the head of my father, 
die enemy of thee and the foeman of AUaii ” And she thiew 
down the Jew 5 head belore him . Nov/ tlie of her 

slaying her sire wzs as follows. On the night of his tumLng 
Ali into a dog, she s'i\v, in a dream, a speaLer who said to her. 
Become a Muslemah, She cUd so: and as soon as she awoke 
next muming she expounded /il-l=!sn to her father who re¬ 
fused to embrace the Faitlt; so slie drugged him with Bhang 
and kill^ him. As for Ali, he too!* die gear and to the 
broker, “Meet we to-morrow at the Calipirs Di\'an, diat I may 
take thy daughter and the handmaid to wife." Tlien he set out 
rejoicing, to return to the kirrack of (he Forty. On his way he 
met a sweetmeat seller, who was beating hand upon h:ipd and 
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saying, “There is no Majesty anti there is no Might save in Allah, 
the Glorious, the Great! Folk’s labour hath ^vaxeU and 
man is active only in fraud!*’ Then said he to AL, 1 conjure 
thee, by AlMi, taste of this confection!” So Ali took a piKc 
and ate it and fell clown senseless, for there was Bhang therein; 
whereupon the swectmcaC'ScUer seised tlie dress and the chaigci 
and the rest of the gear and tlirusting them into the box where 
he kept his stt.eetnieat 3 hoisted it up and made off. Presently he 
met a Kaii, who called to him, saying, 'Cotne hither, O sweet- 
meat scUcrl*’ So he went up to him and setting down his sack 
laid the tray of sweetmeais upon it and asked, “What dost thou 
want?’* “FLilwii and drag^*'* answered the Kasi ani^ taking 
some in his lumd, said. **Both of these are adulterated. 
he brought out sweetmeats from his breast-pocket^ and ^ve mem 
to the sweetmeat-seller, saying, “Lock at diMS fashion; how 
excellent it is! Eat of it and make the Ute of it,” So he ate 
and fell down senseless, for the sw'^ieats were drugged wi^ 
Bhang, ’whereupon the Kasi bundled him into the sack and made 
off with him, charger and chest and all, to thc^ barrack or the 
Forty Now the judge in question was Hasan Shuman and the 
reasoii of this was as follows. When Ali had been gone some 
days in quest of the drc» and they heard no news of him. 
Calamity Ahmad said to his men, "O bds, go and seek for your 
brother Ali of Cairo.** So they sallied forth in quest of him and 
among the rest Hasan Shuman the Pestilence, disguised in a s 

He came upon the sweetmeacsellei and, knowing him 
for Ahmad al-Lakit* suspected him of having played some trick 
upon Ali: so he drugged him and did as we Imvc seen. Mean' 
while, the other Forty fared about the streets and highways 
m:>lfinp search m different directions, and amongst *em AJi 
Kjtl ai'Jamal, who espying a crowd, made towards the people 
and found the Cairene Ali lying drugged and in th^r 

midst. So he reiuved him and he came to biniscU ^d seeing the 
folk flocking around him asked. Where am 1? Answered 
Ali CamcWhoulder and his comrades, “We found th^lymghere 
biic knew not who drugged dice. Quoth TTwas 
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a certain sweetmeat-sdlcr who drugged me and took the gear 
from me; but where is he gone?" Quoth his eomracka, “We 
have seen nothing of him; but come, rise and go home with 
us,” So they returned to the bamck, where th^ found Ahmad 
al'Danaf, who greeted Ali and enquired if he had brought the 
dress, ffe replied, “I wm coming hither with it and other 
matters, including the Jew’s head, when a sweetmeac'scller met 
me and drugged me with Bhang and took them from me." Then 
he told him the whole tale ending with, "If 1 come across that 
m^ of goodies again, 1 will requite him." Presently Hasan 
bhunum came out of a closet and said to him, “Hast thou gotten 
the gear, O Ali?" So he told him what had befallen him and 
added, "If L know whither the rascal is gone and where to 
^d the knave, I would pay him out, Knowest liou whither 
he W'ent? Answered Hasan, “I know where he is," and 
opening the door of the closet, showed him the sweet' 
meat'ScUer within, drugged and senseless. Then he aroused 
him and he opened his eyes and finding himself in presence of 
Meti-ury Ali and Calamity Ahmad and the Forty, started up and 
smd, “Whore am 1 and who hath laid hands on me?” Replied 
Shuman, *Twas I laid hands on thee;" and Ali cried “O 
pedidious wretch, wilt thou play thy pranks on me?" And he 
would have slain him: but Hasan said to him, "Hold thy hand 
for i^s fellow b become thy kinsman." "How my kinsman^" 
quoth Ali; and quoth Hasan, “This is Ahmad abLakit son of 
^ynab s sisDcr." ’Then said Alt to the prisoner, “Why didst thou 
O Lakit? and he replied, “My grandmother, Dahlah the 
Wfly, Mdc me do it; only because Zurayk the fishmonger fore' 
gatoered with the old woman and said, ‘Mercury Ali of Cairo is 
a sharper and a past master in knavery'r and he will certainly slay 
the jew and bring hither the dress.' So she sent for me and 
said to me, 'O Ahmad, dost thou know Ali of Cairo?' Answer^ 

I, ‘Indeed I do and 'twas I directed him lo Ahmad al'Daoafa 
l^ging when lie first came to Baghdad.’ Quoth she, 'Go and set 
thy nets for ^nd if he have brought b^cL the put z 
DU him aud tabe it from him/ So I went round about the 
lughwaya of the dty, till I met a sweettneat-seller and buying his 
doth^ a rid stock-in-trade and gear for ten dinars^, did what waa 
^e. Thereunon quoth Alf, back to thy gnindmother and 
Zuraykr and ccH them that I have brought the gear and the Jew'jf 
head and tell them to meatt me to-morrow at Galiph^s 
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Divan, there to receive Zaynab's dowry.” And Calamity Abmaxi 
rejoiced in this and said, “We have not wasted our pains in 
rearing th^ O All!” Next morning Ali took the dress, the 
charger, the rod and the chains of gold, together with the head of 
Azariah the Jew mounted on a pike, and went up, accompanied 
by Ahmad ^-Danaf and the Forty, to the Djvan, where they 

kissed ground before the Caliph-^And Shahrazad peredved 

the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


iBhrn (t toss the ^cben ^tinbreb anb ^inetrenth 

She said, It hath reached me, O au^idous King, that when Ali 
the Cairene went up to the Cahph's Divan, accompanied by hb 
uncle Ahmad al-Danaf and hb tads they kissed ground before the 
Cahph who turned and seeing a youth of the most valiant aspect, 
enquired of Calamity Ahmad concerning him and he replied, “O 
Commander of the Faithful, this b Mercury Ali the Egyptian 
captain of the brave boys of Cairo, and he b die first of my lads," 
And the Caliph loved him for the valour that shone from between 
his eyes, testifying for him and not a^inst him. Then Ali rose; 
and, casting the Jew’s head down beiore him, said, “May thine 
e\'ery enemy be like this one, O Prince of True Believers!" 
Quoth Al'Rashid, “Whose head is this?“; and quoth AH, “ Tb 
the head of Azariah the Jew," “Who slew him?” asked the 
C^ph. So Ali related to him ail that had passed, from first to 
last, and the Caliph said, “I had not thought thou wouldst kill 
him, for that he was a sorcerer." Ali replied. ‘X!5 Commander of 
the Faithful, my Lord made me prevail to bb slaughter.” Then 
the Caliph sent the Chief of Police to the Jew’s palace, where he 
found him lying headless; so he laid the body on a bier,* and 
carried it to AhRashid, who commanded to bum it. Whetpt, 
behold, up came Kamar and kissing the ground before the Cahph, 
informed him that she was the daughter of Jew Acariah and that 
flhe had become a Mosiemab. Then she renewed her profession 
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of Faith before the Coimrumdcr of the Faithful and said to hiin 
■*Be Aou my interoessor with Shaxper Ali that he take me to 
wife/* She also appointed him her guardian co consent to her 
marriage with the G^ene, to whom he gave the Jew's palace and 
all its contents, saying, “Ask a boon of me." Quoth Ali, "I 
of thee K) let me stand on thy carpet and cat of thy table;*' and 
quoth the Caliph, “O Ali, hast thou any lads?" He replied, “I 
have forty lads; but they are in Cairo." Rejoined the Caliph, 
"Send to Cairo and fetch them hither,” pr^endy adding, “But, 
O Ali, hast thou a barrack for them?" “No," ans^vered Ali; 
and Hasan Shuman said, "1 make him a present of my barrack 
with all that is therein, O Commander of the Faithful.” How¬ 
ever, the Caliph retort^, saying, “Thy lo<%mg is thine own, O 
Hasan;" and he bade his treasurer give the court architect ten 
thousand dinars, that he might build Ali a hall with four daises 
and forty sleeping'closets for his lads. Then said he, “O Ali, 
hast thou any further wish, that we may command its fulfilment?”; 
and said Ali, “O King of the age, be thou my intercessor with 
Dalilah the Wily that she give me her daughter Zaynab to wife 
and take the dress and ®ar of Ataiiah's girl in lieu of dower." 
Dalilah accepted the Caliph's intercession and accepted the 
charger and dress and what not, and they drew up the marriage 
contracts between Ali and Zaynab and Kamar, the Jew’s daughter 
and the broker’s daughter and the handmaid. Moreover, the 
Caliph assigned him a solde with a table morning and e\'eninE, 
and stipends and allowances for fodder; all of the most Uberm, 
Then Ali the Cairene fell to making ready for the wedding 
festivities and, after thirty days, he sene a letter to his comrades in 
Cairo, wherdn he gave them to know of the favours and honours 
which the Caliph had bestowed upon him and said, “1 have 
married four maidens and needs must ye come to the wedding." 
So, after a reasonable time the forty lads arrived and they held 
high festival; he homed them in his barrack and entreated them 
with the utmost regard and presented them to the Caliph, who 
bestowed on them robes of honour and largesse. Then the tiring- 
women displayed 2^ynab before AU in the dress of the Jew’s 
daughter, and he w-ent in unco her and found her a pearl 
unthridden and a filly by all save himself unrtdden. Then he 
went in unto the three oiher maidens and found them accomplished 
in beauty and loveliness. After this it befel that Ali of Cairo was 
one night on guard by the Caliph who said to him, “1 wi^ thee 
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O All', to tell me all that hath befalkn thee from first to last with 
Dalilah the Wily and Zaynab the Con^'catcher and Ziurayk the 
Fisbnct^er.** ^ Alt related to him ^ his adventures and the 
Commander of the Faithful bade record them and lay them up in 
the royal munimenDrooms. So they wrote down all that had 
befallen hiin and kept it in store with other histories for the 
people of Mohammed die Best of Men. And Ali and his wives 
and commdes abode in all solace of life, and its joyance, till there 
came eo them the Destroyer of Delights and Sundcrer of Societies; 
and Allah (be He ei^tolled and exalted!) is AJi'knowingi* * And 
also men relate the tak of 


ARDASHIR AND HAY AT ADNUFUS,* 

There was once m the city of Shiras a mighty King called Sayf 
al'A'azam Shah, who had grown old, without being blessed with 
a son. So he summoned physicists and physicians and said 
to them, “I am now in years and ye know my case and the state 
of the kingdom and its ordinance; and I fear for my ^subjects 
after me; for that up to this present 1 have not been vouchsafed 
a son,** Tliereupon iey repli^, ‘^We will compormd thee a i^ome- 
what of drugs wherein shall be efficacy, if it please Almighty 
Allah!" So they mixed him drugs, which he us^ and knew his 
wife carnally, and she conceived by leave of the Most High Lord, 
who saith to a thing, "Be," and it becometh. When her months 
were accomplished, she gE^e birth to a male child like the moon, 
whom his father named Ardashir,* and he grew up and throve and 
applied himself to the study of learning and letters, till he 
attained the age of fifteen. Now there was in Al-Irak a King 
called Abd al'Kadir who had a dau^ter, by name Hayat 
al'Nufus, and she was like the rising full moon; but she had an 
hatred for men and the folk very ha^y dared name mankind in 
her presence. The Kings of the Chosroes had sought her in 
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marnagc of her sire; but, when he spoke with her thereof, she 
said, “NevCT will 1 do this; and if thou force me thereto, I will 
slay mysell,** Now Prince Ardashir heard of her fame and fdl in 
love with her and told his father who, seeing his case, took pity 
on him and promised liim day by day that he should marry her. 
So he despatched his Wazir to demand her in wedlock, but King 
Abd al'Kadir refused, and when the Minister returned to King 
Sayf al'A’azam and aajuainted him with what had befdlcn his 
tnissjon and the failure thereof, he was wroth with exceeding 
wrath and cried, “Shall the like of me send to one of the Kings 
on a requisition and he accomplish it not?" Then he bade a 
herald make prodamation to his troops, bidding ^em bring out 
the tents and equip them for war with ah diligence, though they 
should borrow money for the necessary expenses; and he said, 
**1 will on no wise turn back, till 1 have laid waste King Afad 
al'Kadirs dominions and slain his men and plundered his 
treasures and blotted out his tracesl" When the report of this 
reached Ardashir he rose from his carpet'bed, and going in to his 
father, kissed ground^ be^-een his hands and said, “O mighty 

King, trouble not thyself with aught of thk thing"'-And 

Shanraaad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say, 

i&fitn it toafi tlje S>then i&unbret! anb Ctoenttctb 

She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that whai 
report of this reached the Prince he went in to his rinj the Kfcg 
and, kissing aound between his hands, said, “O mighty King, 
trouble not thy soul w^ith aught of this thing and levy not thy 
champions and armies neither spend thy monies. Thou art 
stronger than he, and if thou loose upon him this thy host, thou 
wilt lay waste his rides and dominions and spoil his good and slay 
his strong men and himself; but when his daughter shall come to 
know what hath bcfallm her father and his people by reason of 
her, she will slay hersdf, and I shall die on her account; for 1 can 
never Uve after her; no, never.*' Asked the King, “And what 
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then thinfcest thou to do, O my son?” and the Prince answered, 
“1 will don a merchant’s habit and cast about how 1 may win to 
the Princesa and compass my desire of her,” Quoth Sayf 
al'A’atam, “Art thou determined upon this?”; and quoth the 
Princ^ “Yes, O my sire;" whereupon the King called to his 
Wazir, and said to him, ’''Do thou journey with my son, the core 
of my heart, and help him to win his will and watch over him and 
guide Him with thy sound judgment, for thou standest to him e\'en 
in my stead,” ”I hear and obey," answered the Minister; and 
the King gave his son three hundred thousand dinars in gold and 
great store of jewels and precious scones and goldsmiths'' ware and 
5 tu£s and other things oC price. Then Prince Ardashir went in to 
his mother and kis^ her hands and asked her blessing. She 
blessed him and, forthright opening her treasures, brought out to 
him necklaces and uinkets and apparel and all manner of other 
costly objects hoarded up from the time of the bygone Kings, whose 
price might not be evened with coin. Moreover, he took with 
him of his Mamelukes and negro'slavcs and cattle all that he 
needed for the road and dad hifnfielf and the Warir and their 


company in traders' gear. Then he farewelled his parents and 
kinsi^olk and friends; and, setting out, fared on over wolds and 
wastes all hours of the day and watches of the night; and whenas 
the way was longsome upon him he improvised these couplets. 


“My kingtng bred of lov^ with mine unease for ever grovra; * Moe against 
all the wrongs of time one suciuurCT artse: 

When Pleiads and the Fishes show in fliy the rise I watch, • woiahip' 
per within whose breast a pious burning glows: 

For Star o' Morn I speer until at last when it ii Seen, * I'm madded 
with my passion and my fancy's woa and thnjo; 

I swear by you rhac never from your love have I been loosed; • Naught am 
I jqye a wa,txher who of jlumber nothing knows! 

Though hard appear my hope to win, though languor aye increase, * And 
after thee my patience faib and ne'er a helper shows; 

Yet will I wait till Allah shall be pleased to ioin our loves; • Til mnnify 
the jealous and I'll mock me of my foes.” 


When he ended his verse he swooned away and the Waair 
mri nkl eri rosc'water on him, till the Prince came to himself, when 
toe Miniscer said to him, “O King’s son, possess diy soul in 
patience; for the consequence of patience is consolation, and 
behold, thou art on the way to whatso thou wisbest," And he 
ceased not to bespeak him fair and comfort him till his trouble 
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aubfiided: and they continued thdr journey with diUgence. 
Presently , the Prince a|[am became impatient of the length of the 
way and bethought him of his beloved and recited these 
couplets, 

“Lonj'samc is absence, restirsnes incrcaseili and despite; ♦ And bum my 
vfmk in the bla^e my love and longings light: 

Grows my hair gny fnsn paios and pangs 'which I am doomM bear * For 
pine, while tear-llDods stream fnean eyes and sore oiTend my sightt 
I swear, O Hepe of me. O End of evec^' wiA and wiU, * By Him who made 
mankind and every branch with leafage digbt, 

A pasaum-lcad for thee, O my Dcsite, I must endute, * And boost I dal 

to bear such load on lover hath the mi^t. 

Question die Night of me and Night thy soul shall satisfy * Mine eyelids 
never close in sleep thnsughflut the livelong mght." 

Then he wept with sore weeping and ’plained of that he suffered 
for stress of lovc'longing; but the Waair comforted him and 
spoke him fair, promising Kim the winnmg of his wish; after 
which they fared on again for a few days, when th^ drew near 
to the White City, the capital of King Alxl al-Kadir, soon after 
sunrise, Tlien said the Minister to the Prince, “Rejoice, O 
Kings son. in all good; for see, yonder is the White City, that 
which thou seckest.” Whereat the Prince rejoiced with exceeding 
joy and recited these couplets. 

“My friends, I yBam in heart distraught for him; * Longing abides and with 
aonr pam; 1 brim: 

1 moum like childless mother, nnf ran find • One to console me when 
the lij^t grow# dim; . 

Yet when the bmews blow from off tby land. * I ted thdr fredmea# shed 
on heart and limbi 

And rail mine eyes like water'ladcn clouds, * While in a tear'sea sbed- 
by heart I swim.** 

Now when they entered the White City they asked for the 
Merchants’ Khan, a place of moneyed nien; and when sliown the 
hostelry they hired three magaJunes and on receiving the keys' 
Aey laid up therein all their goods and gear. They abode in the 
Khan till liicy were rested, when the Waair applied himself to 

d^^isc a device for the Prince,-And Shahmad perceived the 

dawTi of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 
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il toafi ttjt »cljeti ©unSrrl) anb CtDentp-ItTst 

She pursued. It hath reached mc^ O auspicious King, that the 
Prince and the Minister alighted at the Khan and lodged thejr 
goods in the ground'floor magaaines and there settled their aerv" 
ants. Then they tarried awhile till they had rested, when 
the Waiir arose and appbed himself to devise a device for the 
Prince, and said to him, “I have bethought me of somewhat 
wherein, methinks, will he success for thee, so it please Almighty 
Allah " Quoth Ardashir, ”0 thou Waair of good counsel, do 
what comeih to thy mind, and may the Lord direct thy rede 
arightf* Quoth the Minister, “1 purpose to hire diee a shop 
in the market'Street of the stuff-seUi^s and set thee therein; for 
that all, great and small, have recourse to the ba^ and, meseems, 
when the folk see thee with their own eyes sitting in the shop 
their hearts will incline to thee and thou will thus be wiabled to 
attain thy desire, for thou art fair of favour and souls incline 
to thee and sight rejoiceth in thee.” The other replied, "Do 
what seemeth good to thee. So the Waair forthright began^to 
robe the Prince and himself in their richest raiment and, putting 
a purse of a thousand dinars in his breast'pocket, went forth and 
walked about the city, whilst all who looked upon them marvelled 
at the beauty of the King s son, saying. Glory be to l^m 
who created this youth ‘of vile w*ater*’l Ble^d be Allah 
excelkntest of Creators!” Great the talk anent him and 
some said, "This is no mortal, this is naught save a noble 
angel*":* and othere, '‘Hath Rirwan, the doorkeeper of the 
Eden-garden, left die gate of Paradise unguarded, that youj 
hath come forth ” The people followed them to the s^' 
market where they entered and stood, till there came up to them 
an old man of dignified presence and vcncnihle appear^^, who 
saluted them, and they returned his salam. Then the Sbaykh 
said to them, ‘'O my lords, have ye any need, that we ^y 
have the honour of accomplishing?’ ; and the Wazir *<5^“ him, 
"Who art thou, O cider?” He answered, ”1 am 
of the market." Quoth the Waair. “Know then, O Shaylm, 
that this youth is my son and 1 wish to hire him a shop m the 
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bazar, that he may sit theteia and leam to sell and buy and take 
and give, and come to ten merchants* ways and habits.” “I hear 
and I ob^,” repLed the Overseer and brox^t them without stay 
or delay the key of a shop, which he caused the broken sweep 
and dean. And they did ids bidding. Then the Wazir sent for 
a high mattress, stuffed with ostrich'down, and set it up in the 
shop, spreading upon it a small prayer^carpet, and a cushiem 
fringed with broide^ of red gold. Moreover he brought pillows 
and transported thither so much of the goods and stulTs that 
he had brought with him as hlled the shop. Nerct morning the 
young Prince came and opening the drop, seated himself on the 
divan, and stationed two Mamelukes, d^ in the richest of rai' 
ment before him and two black slaves of the goodliest of the 
Abyssinians in the lower part of the shop. The Wazir enjoined 
him to keep his secret from the folk, so thereby he might £nd 
aid in the winning of his wi^es; then he left him and charging 
him to acquaint him with what befel him in the shop, day by day 
returned to the Khan, The Prince sat in the shop till night as 
he were the moon at its fullest, whilst the folk, hearing tell of hiia 
comeliness, docked to the place, without errand, to gaze on his 
beauty and loveliness and symmetry and perfect grace and glorify 
the Almighty who created and shaped him, till none could pass 
through mat bazar for the excessive crowding of the folk about 
him. The King's son turned right and left, ab^ed at the 
throng of people that stared at him, hoping to make acquaintance 
with some one about the court, of whom he might get news of 
the Princcssj but he found no way to this^ wher^ore his breast 
was straitened. Meanwhile, the Wazir daily promiBed him 
the atcainmeni: of his desire and the case so continued for a 
time till, one morning, as the youth sat in the shop, there came 
up an old woman of respectable semblance and dignihed presence 
clad in raiment of devotees^ and followed by two slavO'girls like 
moons, She stopped before the shop and, having coiisidered the 
IVincc awhile, cried, "Glory be to God who fashioned that face 
and perfected that 6gure!” Then she saluted him and be 
returned her salam and seated her by his side. Quoth she, 
"Whence oometh thou, O fair of favour?”: and quoth he, "From 
the parts of Hind, O my mother; and 1 have come to this dty to 
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see the world and bok about me." "Honour to thee for a vt&icorl 
What goo^ and stuffs hast thou? Show me something handsome, 
fit for Kings^*’ "If thou wish for handsome stuffs, I will show 
them to thee; for 1 have wares that beseem persons of every 
condition.'' “O my son, i want somewhat ookly of price and 
seemly to sight; brict , the best thou hast." "Thou must needs 
teU me for whom thou seekest it, that J may show thee goods 
according to the rank of the requirer." “Thou speakest sooth, 
O my son," said she. "1 want somewhat for my mistress, 
Hayat al'Nufus, daughter of Abd al-Kadir, lord of this land and 
King of this country.” Now when Ardashir heard bis mistress's 
name, his reason fiew for joy and his heart fluttered and he 
no order to slave or ser^’ant, but, putting his hand behind him, 
pulled out a purse of an hundred dinars and offered it to die old 
woman, saying, “This is for the washing of thy dotbes," Then 
he again put forth his hand and brou^t out of a wrapper a dress 
worth ten thousand dinars or more and said to her, “This is of 
that which I have brought to your country." When the old 
woman saw it, it pleased her and she asked, "What is the price of 
this dress, O perfect in qualities?” Answered he, "I will take 
no price for it!” whereupon she thanked him and repeated 
her question; but he said, "By Allah, I will take no price 
for it, I make thee a present of it, an the Princess wdll 
not accept it and 'tis a guest-gift from me to thee. Alham^ 
^Mah—4jlory be to God—who hath brought us toother, 
so that, if one day 1 have a want, I shall find in thee a to 
me in winning it!" She marvdkd at the goodlmeffi of his 
speebh and the excess of his generosity and the perfection of hb 
courtesy and said to him, "What is thy name, O tny lord? 
He replied, "My name is Ardashir;" and she cried. By Allah 
tKw is a rare name! Therewith are Kings’ sons named, and thou 
art in a guise of the sons of the merchants!”^ Quoth he, 
“Of bve my father bore me, he pve me tius name, but 
a name signified) naught;” and quoth she in wonder, O my 
son, take die price of thy goods." But he swore d^t he would 
not take aught. Then the ok! lady said to him, ’'O my dear 
one. Truth (I would have thee know) is the greatest of all 
thfngi and thou hadst not dealt thus generously by me but for a 
special reason: so te ll me tby case and thy secret thought; belike 
thou hast some wish to whose winning I may hdp thee. There' 
upno he laid his hand in beis and, after exacting an oath of secrecy. 
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told her the whole story of his passion for die Princess and his 
condition ^ reason thereof. The old woman shook her head and 
said, “True; hut O my son, the wise say, in the onrent adage. 
‘An thou wouldest be obeyed, abstain from ordering what may not 
be made'; and thou, my son, thy name is Merchant, and though 
diou hadst the keys of the Hidden Hoards, yet wouldst thou be 
c^ed naught but Merchant. An thou wouldst rise to high r^k, 
according to thy station, then seek the hand of a Kaii s daughter 
or even axi Emtr's; but why» O my son^ Espirest choo to none but 
the daughter of the King of the age and the time, and she a dean 
maid, knoweth nottiing of the thinp of the world and ha^ 
never in her life seen anything but her palace wheidn she 
dwdlcth? Yet. for all her tender age, she is intelligent, 
vivECioti^ penetiating, quick of wit, siyup of act and rare of rew: 
her father bath no other child and she is dearer to him than his 
life and soul Every morning he cometh to her and giveth 
good-moTTowj and all who dwell in the palace stand in dread of 
her. Think not, O my son, that any dare bespeak her with aught 
of words; nor is there any way for me thereto. By AUah, 
O my son, my heart and vitals love and were it in my power 
to give a rres-s to her, I would assuredly do it; but 1 will tell 
thee somewhat, wherein Allah may haply appoint the healing of 
thy heart, and will risk life and goods for thee, till I win thy will 
for thee." He asked, "And what is that, O my mother?" and 
she answered, "Seek of me the daughter of a Wazir or an 
End 1 will giEiit thy request; but it may net be that one should 
mount from earth to heaven at one bound." When the Prince 
heard this, he replied to her with courtesy and sense, “O my 
mother, thou art a woman of wit and knowest how things go. 
&y me doth a man, when his bead irketh him, bind up his hand? ’ 
Quoth she. "No, by Allah. O my son"; and quoth he, "Even so my 
heart seeketh none but her and naught slayeth me but love of her. 
By Allah I am a dead man, and 1 find not one to counsel me aright 
and succour mc1 Allah upon thee, O my mother, take pity on my 

strangerhood and the streaming of my tearsl"-And Shahraiad 

perxrdved the dawm of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

SHfitn It tfit ifetben J&ittilittlj anh ICtaEnty-aEtmth .^tstlb 

She resumed. It hath reached me. O auspicious King, that Art^ 
shir, the King’s son said to the old woman, "Allah upon thee, O 
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my mother, take pity on my strangerhood and the atreaming of my 
teare,”' Replied she, ‘‘By Allah, O my son, thy words rend my 
heart, but my hand hath no ciinrung whearawith to help thee.” 
Quoth he, '“I beseech thee of thy favour, cany her a letter and kiss 
her hands for me." So she had compassion on him and said, 
‘‘Write what thou wilt and I will bear it to her/' When he heard 
this, he was ready to Qy for joy and calling for Ink^case and paper, 
wrote these couplets, 

“O Hayai al'Nufus, be gen'rous, and Lncliiu * To c?nc who loving ibee for 
puting's doomed lo pine. 

1 was in ail in gladsomcst of life, * But now 1 am distraught with 

Bufi^crings condign. 

To wakefulness I cung thiuugh Jtai^ooienfiss of night * And with me 
sorrow cluits^ through each sad eye nf mine; 

Pity a lover sad, a sore afilicied wretch, • Whiose eyeBds ever uiecred ue 
with tearful brine; 

And when the morning conies at last; the real mom, * He finds him 
drunken and distraught with passion's wine." 

Then he folded the scroll 2 nd kissing iCt it ^ dd woman; 
after whit^ he put his hand to a chest and took out 2 second 
purse containing an hundred dinars* which he presented to her^ 
sayings ^''Divide this among the slave girh/^ She refused it and 
cried, "*Bjr Allah, O my son* J am not with thee for aught of 
thi&l"'; however^ he thanked her and answered^ ‘'There is no hdp 
but rival rivDu accept of it,"' So took it and kissing his hands, 
returned home; and gping in to the Brincess, cried. my lady. 
J have brought thee somewhat the like wbar^f is not with the 
people of our dty* and it cometh from a handsome young man^ 
than whom there is not a goodlier on earih's faecT She asked* 
‘*0 my nurse* and whence cometb the youth?” and the old 
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woman angered, ‘'From the parts of Hind; and be bath given 
me this dress of gold brocade, embroidered with pcarb and gems 
and wortb the Ktogdom of Qjasroes and Caesar." Thereupon she 
opened the dress and the whole palace was iUuminated by its 
brightness, hecause of the beauty of its fashion and the wealth of 
unions and |eweb wherewith it was broidered, and all who were 
present marvelled at it. The Princess mtamined it and, judging it 
to be worth no less than a whole year's revenue of her father’s 
kingdom, said to the old woman, "O my nurse, cometh this dress 
from him or from another?"' Repli^ she, "From him;” and 
Hayat al'Nufus a^ed, "Is this trader of our town or a stranger?” 
The old woman answered, “Jde is a foreigner, O my lady, newly 
come hither; and by Allah he hath servants and ^ves; and be 
is fair of face, symmetrical of form, weU mannered, open-handed 
and open-heaked, never saw I a goodlier than be, save thyself." 
The King’s daughter rejoined, "Indeed this is an extraordinary 
thing, that a dress like this, which money cannot buy, should be 
in the hands of a merchant! What price did he set on it, O my 
nurse?" Quoth she, “By Allah, he would set no price on it, but 
gave me back the money thou sentest by me and swore that he 
would take nau^t thereof, saying, ' Tis a gift from me to the 
King's daughter; for it bes^meth none but her; and if she will 
not accept it, 1 make thee a present of it.’" Cried the Princess, 
“By Allith , this is indeed marvdlous generosity and wondrous 
mumbcence! But I fear the issue of h^ affair, lest haply^ he be 
brought to necessity. Why didst thou not ask him, O my nurse, 
if he had any desire, that we might fulfil it for him?" The nurse 
replied, “O my lady, I did ask him, and he said to me, T have 
indeed a desire’; but he w'ould not tr^ me what It was. However, 
he gave me this letter and said, ’Carry it to the Princess,' ” So 
Hayat al-Nufus took the letter and opened and read it to the end; 
whereupon she was gore chafed; and lost temper and changing 
colour for anger she cried out to the old woman, saying, "Woe to 
thee, O nurse! What is the name of this dog who durst write 
this language to a King's daughter? What a£nity is there 
betw^n me and this hound that he should address me thus? By 
Almighty Allah, Lord of the well and of the Hatim 
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Wall,* * btit that 1 fear the Onmiiwteiit, the Most l^|h, I would 
send and bind the cur's hands behind him and slit his nostrils, and 
shear off his nose and ears and after, by way of example, crucify 
him on the gate of the batar wherein is his booth!” When the old 
woman h^d these words, she w'axed yellow; her side muscles* 
quivered and her tongue dave to her mouth; but she heartened 
her heart and said, "Softly, O my lady! “tt^t ts there in his 
letter to trouble th^ thus? Is it aught but a memorial containing 
his complaint to thee of poverty or oppression, from which he 
bopeth to be relieved by thy favour?” Replied ahe^ "No, by 
Auah, O my nurse, *tis naught of this; but verses and shameful 
words! However, O my nurse, this dog must be in one of three 
cases: either he is Jinn^mad, and hath no wit, or he seeketh his 
own slaughter, or else he is assisted to his wish of me by some 
one of exceeding puissance and a mighty Sultan, Or Imth he 
heard that I atn one of the ba^ages m the dty, who lie a night 
or two with whosoever seekethm^, that he writeth me immodest 
verses to debauch my reason by talking of such matters?” Re' 
joined the old woman, "By Al!^, O my lady, diou sayst sooth! 
But i^dc not thou of yond^ ignorant hound, for thou art seated in 
thy lofty, hrm'bmlded and unapproachable palace^ to which the 
very birds cannot soar neither the wind pass over it, and as for 
him, he is dean distraught. Wherefore do thou write him a letter 
and chide him angrily and spare him no manner of reproof, but 
threaten him with dreadful threats and menace him with death 
and say to him, 'Whence hast thou knowledge of me, that thou 
durst write me, O dog of a merchant, O thou who trudgest far 
and wide all thy days in wilds and wolds for the sake of gaining 
a dirham or a dinar? By Allah, except thou awake from thy 
sleep and put off thine intoxication, I will assuredly crucify thee 
00 the gate of the maTket'screet wherein is thy shop!' ” Quoth 
die Princess, "I fear l®t he presume, if 1 write to him”; and 
quoth the nurse, "And pray w^t is be and what is his rank that 
he should presume to us? Indeed, we write him but to the intent 
that his presumption may be cut off and his fear magnihed.” 


* “Tile bntken (wall)*’ franj 1» faiM iht rajf « •p»ee wiwir Utl- 
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Aiu) she ceased not craftiLy to persuade her, till she called for 
ink'case and paper and wrote him these couplets, 

”0 dura who daimest to be prey of low; and ecstasyt • Thou, who for 
passion spendest nights in grief and aaddcic gree: 

Say, doec ihou (haughty onef) dedre enjoymenx of thi? moon? * Did man 
e'er sue the moon for grace whatever his lunacy? 

I Yedly will cousael thee with mde the best to hear : * Cut short this 

course ere Cdme thou nigh sore risk, nay death, to dreel 
If thou to this request returti, suidy on thee shall fall * Sore punidment, 
for vile offence a grievous penalty. 

Be reasonable then, be wise, bark bade unto thy wits; • Behold, in very 
truth I speak with best advioe to thee; 

By fhin who did all thiiigi that be cr»te from nothiognes; • Who dressed 
the face of heavEU) with stats in brightat radiancy: 

If in the like of this thy speech thou dare to am again! * I'll aunly have 
thee crucified upon a mmk of tree.'' 

Then rolled up the letter and gave it to the old woman who 
took it and, repairing to Ardashir's shop, delivered it to him, 

-And Shahraiad perceived the dawn of day and cea s ed saying 

her permitted say* 
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She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
old woman took that letter from Hayat al'Nufus she fared forth 
till she found the youth who was sitting in his dbop and gave it 
to him, saying, **Read thine answer and know that when she 
peru^ thy paper was wroth with exceeding wrath; but 
I soothed her and spake her fair, till ^e consented to write thee 
a reply.” He todt the letter joyfully but^ when he had read it 
and understood its drift, he wept sore, whereat the old woman^s 
heart ached and she cried, "O my son, Allah never cause thine 
eyes to weep nor thy heart to moumi What can be more gracious 
fhan that she should answer thy letter when thou hast done what 
thou diddest?” He replied, ”0 my mother what dialt I do for 
a subde device? Behold, she writeds to me, threatening me with 
death and crudhxion and forbidding me from wriring to her; and 
1, by Allah, see my death to be better than my life; but I beg 
thee of thy grace^ to carry her another letter from me,'* She 
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Mid, “Write aad I warrant Ill bring thee an answer. By AUabt 
I will assure<tty vencure my life to win for thee thy wish, thon^ 
I die to pleasure theef' He thanked her and kis^g her hands, 
wrote these verses, 

“Eto you threaten sic wi' death for my loving you so wdl? •When Death 
to me wet? and all dying by Fate? 

And man s death ii but a boon* wbm bo loogsome to him growi • His lile, 
and re/ected he lives in bnest stam: 

Then visic yt a lover who hath ne'er a. soul to aid; * For on pious works 
of men Heaven's shall awaiL 

But an ye be resolved on this deed then up and on; • Tm in bonds to yout 
a bmdBanan eonfined within your gate; 

What path have I whose paticnoe without yrm is no more? * How is this, 
when a lover's heart in stress of love is strait? 

O my lady show me ruth, who by passion am misused; • For all who km: 
die noble stand for evemi qre excused."' 

He then folded the scroll and gave it to the dd woman, together 
with two purses of two hundred dinars, which she would have 
refused, but he conjured her by oath to acc^t of them. So she 
took t hem ix)th and said, **Needs must I bring th^ to thy desire, 
dcMite the noses of thy foes." Thm she repaired to the palaoe 
and gave the letter to Hayat al'Nufus who said, "What is this, 
O my nurse? Here are we ui a correspondence and thou coming 
and going? Indeed, I fear lest the matter get wind and we be 
disgraced." Rejoined the old woman, “How so, O my lady? 
Who dare speak such word?” So she took the letter and after 
reading and understanding it she smote hand on hand, saying, 
“Verfy, this is a calamity which is fallen upon us, and I know 
not whence th« young man came to us!'* Quoth the old woman, 
“O my lady, Allah upon thee, write him another letter; but be 
tough with him ibi-g time and say to him, *An thou write me 
another word after this, I will have thy head struck off,* '* Quoth 
the Princess, "O my nurse, 1 am assured that the matter wdl not 
end on such wise; 'twere ^tter to break off this exchange of 
letters; ani excrot the puppy take warning by my pi^dous 
threats, I will strike off his head," The old woman said, 
write him a letter and give him to know this condition.'' So 
Hayat al'Nufus <^11 for pen'Case and paper and wrote these 
couplets, 

**Ho, thou of Time and His acne despi^! * Ho, thou heart whom 

hope* of my favoun excite! 
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Think O piid^full! «?ouM'5t win for ihyrEclf the nkiee? * Would'it at&io bo 
die moon diin^ idear and br^c? 

1 urill bum thee with £re that shall ne'er be queiuiied, * Or vhll ala/ thee 
with scymitara sharpcat bitef 

LeaTC it, friend, and 'jcape the tomtentiag paiiu, * Such z» tum hair' 
partiop' frim blaiik m white. 

Take my warning and fiy fnm (he mad of love; * l>raw thee back fttm a 
course nox wemly oot rigbtr' 

Then she folded the scroll and gave ic to the old woman, who was 
puzzled and perplexed by the matter. She carried it to Ardashir, 
and the Prince read the letter and bowed his head to the earth. 
Til airin g as if he wrote with his finger and speaking not a word 
Quoth the old woman, "How is it I sec thee silent stay and not 
say thy say?”; and quoth he, “O my mother, what shall 1 say, 
seeing that she doth but threaten me and redoubleth in hard 
heartedness and aversion?” Rejoined the nurse, “Write her a 
letter of what thou wdt: 1 will protect thee; nor let thy heart 
be cast down, for needs must I bring you twain together ” He 
thanked her for her kindness and kissing her hand, wrote these 
couplets, 

heart, 1^ Albhl never soft to lavervrigkt, * Who sighs for unkn tally 
with bis friends, his spritei 

Who with tear-ulcend eyelids tvenXLore must hfde , * When failedi upon 
eard £rst darkness of the night; 

Be just, he gen'rous, Imd thy ruth and deign give aTmn * To love'iooTested 
lover, parted, farced to Bight! 

Ho qtends the length of longsooie night without a docei * FiiC'bmit and 
drent in tear-Aood Bowing iiifinitt: 

Ah; cut not off the longing of my fondest heart * Now dtsappaunad, 
wasted, dutt’riog for its blight*' 

Then he folded the scroll and gave tc to the old woman, together 
with three hundred dinars, saying, "This is for the washing of thy 
hands/' She thanked him and kissed his bands, after which ^e 
returned to the palace and gave the letter to the Princess, who 
took it and read it and throwing it from her fingers, sprang to her 
f«t. Then she walked, shod as she was with pattens of gold, set 
with pearls and jewels, till she came to her sire s palace, whilst 
the vdn of anger atart^ out between her eyes, and none dared 
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ask her of her case. When she reached the palace, she enquired 
for the I^g, and the sJave^Is and concubines replied to her, 
"O my lady, he is gone form a-hunting and fiportmg." So she 
returned, as she were a rending lioness, and bespake none for the 
space of three hours, when her Brow cleared and her wrath cooled. 
Aa soon as old woman saw that her iik and anger were past, 
she went up to her and, kissing ground between her hands, a^ed 
her, “O my lady, whither went those noble steps?” The Princess 
answered, ‘To the palace of the King tny sire.” “And could 
no one do thine errand?” enquired the nurse. Replied the 
Princess, “No, for 1 went to acquaint him of that which hath 
b^allen me with yonder cur of a merchant, so he might lay hands 
on him and on all the merchants of his bazar and crucify them 
over their shops nor suffer a single fordgn merchant to tarry in 
our town.” Quoth the old woman, “i^d was this thine only 
reason, O my udy, for going to thy sire?"; and quoth Hayat 
al'Nufus, “Yes, but I found him ab^t a-hunting and spotting 
and now I await his return,'' Cried the old nurse, “I take ref uge 
with AUah, the All-hearing, the .M-knowing! Praised be He! 
O my lady, thou art the most sensible of women and haw couldst 
thou of telling the King these fond words, which it behoveth 
none to publish?” Asked ±e Priooess, “And why w?" and the 
nurse answered, “Suppose diou had found the King in his palace 
and told him all this talc and he had sent after the merchants and 
commanded to hang them over their shops, the folk would have 
seen them hanging and asked the reason and it would have been 
answered them. They sought to seduce the Kings daughter. 

-And Shabrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say 

her permitted say. 

lehtn It (fre ^nhrtti mxb tChieiitP'fotirtf) 

She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
old woman said to the Princess, “Suppose thou had told this to 
the King and he had ordered the merenants to be hanged, wo^ 
not folk have seen them and have asked the cause of the executioa 
when the answer would have been, They sou^t to seduce the 
King's dau^terr Then would they have dispread divers reports 
concerning thee, some saying, ‘She abode with them ten ^ days, 
away hrom her palace, till they bad taken their £11 of her j and 
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other some in othergiiise: for woman’s honour, O my lady, is like 
ourded milk, the Ic^ dust fouleth it; and like g^ass, whif^ if it 
be cracked, may tioc be mended. So beware of telling thy sire or 
any other of tms matter, lest thy fair fame be smirched, O mistress 
mine, for ’twill never profit thee to tell folk aught; no, never! 
Weigh what I say with thy keen wit, and if thou find it not just, 
do whatso thou wilt,” The Princess pondered her words, and 
seeing them to be altogether profitable and right, said, "^ou 
speaketh sooth, O my nurse; but anger had blinded my fuc^' 
ment." Quoth the old woman, *Thy resolve to tell no one is 
pleasing to the Almighty; but something remaineth to be done; 
we must not let the shamelessness of yonder vile dog of a mep' 
chant pass without notice. Write him a letter and say to him, 
*’0 vth^ of traders, but that 1 found the King my father absent, I 
bad straightway commanded to hang thee and all thy neighbours. 
But thou dialt gain nothing by this; for 1 swear to thee, by AUah 
the Most High, that an thou return to the like of this ta lk I will 
blot out the trace of thee from the face of earth!' And deal thou 
roughly with him in words, so shale thou discourage him in tbia 
attempt and arouse him from his hecdlessness.” “And will diese 
words cause him to abstain from his offending?" asked the 
Princess; and the old woman answered, “How should he not 
abstain? Besides, 1 will talk with him and tell him what hath 
passed." So the Princess called for ink-case and paper and wrote 
these couplets, 

‘To win our favours mil thy hopes are benf. • And still to win thy will 
art confidentF 

Naught save his ptide-full aim shall sky a man; * And he by us shall die 
of his iiiceot. 

Thou ait no lord of might, no chief of men, • Nabob ot Prince or Sd- 
dan Heaven-sent; 

And were this deed of one -who is our peer, • He had returoed with 
hair for foax white-sprenti 

Yet will I deign once more acuse thy sia * So fnsm thk tune thou 
piov'c thee penitenL** 

Then she gave the missive co the old woman, saying, “O my nurse, 
do thou admemish this puppy lest I be for«d to cut off bis head 
and sin on his account” Replied the old woman, "By Allah , O 
my lady, I will not leave him a aide to turn on!" Then she 
returned to the youth and, when sabms had been exchanged, she 
gave him the letter. He read it and shook his head, saying, 
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“Verily, we are Allah's and unto him shall we return!'’ adding, 
“O roy mother, what shall I do? My fortitude faikth me and 
my patience paUeth upon me!" She replied, “O my son, be long- 
suffering: petadventure, after this Allah ^all bring somewhat to 
pass. Write that which is in thy mind and ! will fetch thee an 
answer, and be of good cheer and keep chine eyes cool and dear; 
for ne^ must I brir^ about union between thee and her,— 
Inshallahr' He blessed her and wrote to the Princess a note 
containing these couplets, 

^‘Sioce none will lend jny love a helping hand, * And J by passion's in 
death low'kin, 

I bear a flaming fire within my heart * By day and night nor place of rest 
anain, 

How cease to hope in thee, my wishes* tenn? * Or with my longing to be 
glad and fain? 

The Lord of bighmost Heaven to grant my prayer * Pray I, whom love of 
lady fair hath stain: 

And as I'm fl<»art o'erthmwn by love and fear, * To giant me ^eedy 
union ddgn, ob deignt" 

Then he folded the scroll and gave it to the old woman, bringing 
out at the same time a purse of four hundred dinars. She took 
the whole and returning to the palace sought die Princess to whom 
she gave the letter; but the King’s daughter refused co cake it 
and cried, “What is this?" Replied the old woman, “O my lady, 
this is only the answer to the letter thou sentest to tliat mer* 
chant dog." Quodi Hayat al'Nufus, "Didst thou forbid Kim as I 
told thee?"; and quoth she, "Yes, and this is his reply." So the 
Princess took the letter and read it to the end; then she turned 
to the old woman and exclaimed, “Where is the result of diy 
promise?” “O my lady, saith he not in his letter that he repent' 
eth and will not again offend, excusing himself for the past?’' 
"Not so, by Allah!: on the oantraiy, he tnereaseth." "O my 
lady, write him a letter and thou dialt presently see what 1 wiU 
do with him.” “There needeth nor letter nor answer," “I must 
have a letter that I may rebuke him roughly and cut off his hopes." 
"Thou canst do ^at without a letter." "1 cannot do it without 
the letter." So Hayat al'Nufus called for peo'case and paper and 
wrote these vases, 

"Long luve I chid thee but my chidiAg hindereth thee not * How often 
would my ve»e with writ o' hand ensnare thee, ihl 
Then keep thy passion hiddm deep and ever unrevealed, * And if thou dare 
l{amBy tne Earth ahali nO moR bear t hee , ah! 

VOL VIL 
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Ard if * cfcapite my israming, thoa dost to such words * Btadi's 

senger^ dulJ fo his mundA and dead declare thee, ah! 

Soon shall the v«>ld"s fierce dulHdg bkat o'erblow that corse o’ thine; * And 
birds o* the wild with ravening bdls imd bealc^ shall tear thee^ ah! 
Return to rigbteoua conree' perckwioc that sain« will prtifit thee; * If hesit 
on wilf di aims and lewd i fam forswear tbce„ ahl” 

When she had made am end of her wifang this, she cast the writ 
from her hand in wrath, and the old woman picked it up and went 
with it to Ardashir, When he read it to the last he knew that she 
had not softened to him, but only redoubled m rage against him* 
and that be would ne%er wm to meet her* so he bc^ught himself 
to write her an answer m™king AUah''s help against her. There¬ 
upon he indited these couplets, 

■*0 Lord, by die Five Shayldis, I pray deliver me * Frdm love^ whidi gars 
me bear suet grief and jmecry. 

Thov ’ . - I i- t Dame; * Wha stress of iick- 



She hath no pity on ihc. pangs to me decreed; • Hour long on weakly wight 
shall last her tyranny? 

I am distiaught for her with pagEing agonies And find no friend^ O folk! 
m hear my plaint and plea. 

How Imigj when Night hail* dmoped her piojaas o'er the world, • Shall I 
lameni: in public as in privacy? 

For love of you I {zannot find forgetjFulne»; * Afwi bow forget when 
tience taketh wing? to flee? 

O thou wild partiiLg-biid* say is she safe and sure • Ffto shift aiid 
change of time and the vvorlJ''s cruelty^* 

Then he folded the scruU and gave it to the old woman, adding a 
purse of five hundred dinars; and she took it and ^rried it to die 
Princess* who read it to the end and learned its purport. Then, 
casting it from her hand, she cried, 'Tell me O wi^ed old woman, 
the cause of all that hath befallen me fn^m thee and from thy 
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cunniitg and thine advocacy of kinit so that thou hast made me 
write Utter after letter and thou ceascst not to carry messages, 
going and coaling between us twain, dll thou hast loought ateut a 
correspondence and a connection. Thou leavest not to ay, 1 will 
ensure thee against his mischief and cut off from thee his speech ; 
but thou speaJtesi not thus ave only to the intent that I may 
continue to write thee letters and thou to fetch and carry between 
us, evening and morning, tfll thou ruin my repute. Woe co thral 
Ho, cunudis, sciw her!"' Then Hayat al-Kufus commanded them 
to beat her, and they lashed her till her whole body flowed with 
blood and she fainted away, whereupon the King's daughter caused 
her slave^omcn to drag her forth by the feet and cast her without 
the and bade one of them stand by her head tili she re' 

covered, and say to her, ''The Princess hath sw'om an oath diat 
thou shale never return to and re'Cnter this palace; and she hath 
commanded to slay dice without mercy an thou dare return 
hither." So, when she came to herself, the dam^ told Hct what 
the King's daughter said and she answered, “Hearkening and 
obedience." Presently the alave^ls fetched a bosket and a porter 
whom ^ey caused carry her to her own house; and they sent after 
her a physician, bidding him tend her assiduously till she recovered. 
He did what he was told to do and as soon as ^ was whole she 
mounted arid rode to the shop of Ard ash i r who was concerned 
with sore coticcm for her ab^nce and was longing for news of 
her. As soon as he saw her, he sprang up and co inin g to meet 
her, saluted her; then he noticed Aat she was weak and aflin^ 
so he questioned her of her case and she told him all that had 
befallen her from her nursling. When he heard this, he found it 
grievous and smote band upon hand, saying, By Allah, O my 
mother, this that hath betided thee straitcneeb my heart! But, 
what, O my mother, is the reason of the Prince a hatred to 
men?" Replied the dd woman, “Thou must know O my son, 
that she haA a beautiful garden^ than which there is naught gooch 
tier on earth’s face and it chanced that she Uy there one night In 
the joyance of sleep, she dreamt a dream and twas this, th^ she 
went down into the garden, where saw a fowler set up hi& net 
and strew com thereaboutp. after which he wi&drew and duwu 
afar off to await what game should fall into Ere an 
passed the birds flocked to pick up the com and a miue pigeon 

^ KJiy flvtna a birds 7“** 
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fdl into the net and struggled in it, whereat all the others took 
fright and fled from him, His mate mas amonpt them, but she 
returned to him after the shortest delay; and, coming up co the net, 
sought out the mesh m^herdn his foot was entangled and ceased 
not to peck at it with her bill, till dbe severed it and released her 
husband, math whom she flew away. All this while, the fowler sat 
dosing, and when he awoke, he looked at the net and found it 
spoilt. So he mended it and strewed fresh grain, then withdrew 
to a distance and sat down to watch it again. The birds soon 
rci^^ and began to pick up the com, and among the rest the 
pair of pigeons. Presendv, the she-pigeon fell into the net and 
struggled to get free; whereupon all the odier birds flew away, and 
her mate, whom she had saved, fled with the rest and did not 
return to her. Meantime, sleep had again overcome the fowler; 
and, when he awoke after bng slumbering, he saw the she'pigeon 
caught in the net; so he went^ to her and freeing her feet from 
the meshes, cut her throat. The Princess startled by die dream 
awoke troubled, and said. 'Thus do men with women, for women 
have pity on men and throw away their liv^ for them, when they 
are in difhcuhies; but if the Lord decree against a woman and she 
fall into calamity, her mate deserteth her and rescueth her not, 
and wasted is that which she did with him of kmdness, Allah 
curse her who puttetb her trust in men, for they ill requite the fair 
offices which women do them!’ And from that day she conceived 
an hatred to men." Said the King's son, "O my mother, doth 
s^ ne^'er go out into the highways?''; and the old v/oman replied, 
"Nay, O my son; but I wili tell thee somewhat wherein, Allah 
w'ilUng, there shaD be profit for thee. She hath a garden which is of 
the goodliest pleasaunces of the age; and every year, at the time of 
the ripening of the fruits, she goedi thither and taketh her pleasure 
therein only one day, nor layeth the night hut in her pavilion. Sie 
entereth the garden by the private wicket of the palace which lead 
eth thereto; and thou must know that it wanteth now but a month 
to the time of her going forth. So take my advice and 
hie thee this very day to the keeper of that garden and 
make acquaintance with him and gain his good graces^ for he 
admitteth not one of AUah's creatures into tiie garth, because of 
its communication with the Princess's palace. I will let thee 
know two days beforehand of the day fixed for her coining forth, 
when do thou repair to the garden, as of thy wont, and make 
shift to ni^t there. When the King's daughter cometh be thou 
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hidden m some pbce or other";-And Shahrazad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

it tiuui tfit ^eben i^unbreb onb 

She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
old woman diarged the King^s son, saying, “I will let ^ee know 
two days befon^and of the King's daughter going down to the 
garden; do thou hide thee in some pbce or other; and, when thou 
espiest her, come forth and show thyself to her. When she 
seeth thee, she will fall in love with thee; for thou ait fair to 
look upon and love covereth all things. So keep thine eyes cool 
and dear* and be of good cheer, O my eon, for needs must I 
bring about union between th^ and h^." The young Ptince 
kissed her hand and thanked her and gave her three pieces of 
Alexandrian silk and three of satin of various colours, and with 
each piece, linen for shifts and stuff for trousers and a kerchief for 
the turband and tine white cotton cloth of Ba'alhak for the linings, 
so as to make her six complete suits, each handsomer than its 
sister. Moreover, he gave her a purse containing six hundred 
gold pieces and said to her, *'This is for the tailoring." She took 
the whole and said to him, “O my son, art thou not pleased to 
acquaint me widi thine abidmg'pla<x and I also will show thee the 
way to my lodging?" “Yes," answered he and sent a Mameluke 
widi her to note her home and show her his own house. Then he 
rose and bidding hia sbves shut the shop, went back to the 
Waxir, to whom he rebted all that had passed between him and 
the old woman, from first to last, (^uoth the Minis^, “O my 



Quoth Ardashir, "There will be nothing left but to pass from 
words to deeds and risk my Life with her; for I will snatch hex 
up from amongst her attendants and set her behind me on a 
swift horse and make for the wildest of the wold, if 1 escape, I 
shall have won my wish and if 1 perish, I shall be at rest from 
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diB hatg /ul life, * Rejoined the Minister, “O my eon, d'> ^ thou 
think to do this thing and live? How shall we matce o^n* escape, 
seemg that our oounoy is far distant, and how wilt thou deal 
thus with a King of the Kings of the Age, who hath under his 
band an hundred thousand horse, nor can we be sure hut that he 
will dwpatch some of his troops to cut off our way? Verily, 
there is^no good in this project which no wise man would 
attempt.*’ Asked Ardashir. *'And how then shall wx do, O Warir 
of good counsel? For unl^ 1 win Her I am a dead man without 
a man ce. The Minister answered, ’’Wait till tomorrow when 
we wili visit this garden and note its condition and see what 
betideth us with the care'-taker." So when the morning morrowed 
they took a thousand dinars in a poke and, repairing to the 
^den, found it compassed about with high walls and strong, rich 
in tress and rill-full leas and goodly fruiteries. And mdcsd its 
flowers breathed petiume and its birds warbled amid the bloom as 
it were a garden of the gardens of Paradise. Within the door 
sat a Shaykh, an old man on a stone bench and they sauted him. 
When he saw them and noted the fairness of their favour, he rose 
to his feet after returning their salute, and said, “O my lords, per' 
^ance ye have a wish which we may have the honour of satisfy- 
ing?” Replied the Warir, "Know, O elder, that we are strangers 
and the heat hath overcome us: our lodging is afar off at the oSier 
end of the dty; so we desire of thy courtesy that thou take these 
two dinars and buy us somewhat of provaunt and open us mean¬ 
while the door of this fiower garden and seat us in some shaded 
place, where there is cold water, that we may cool ourselves there, 
against thy return with the provision, when we will eat, and thou 
With us, and then, re^d and refreshed, we shall wend our ways.*’ 
So sa^^g, he pulled out of his pouch a couple of dinars and put 
them into the keepefs hand. Now this care-taker was a man 
aged three^ore and ten, who had never in all his life possessed 
so much money: so, when he saw the two dinars in his hand, 
he was like to fly for joy and rising forthwith opened the 
garden gate to the Prince and the Warir, and made thra enter 
and sit dbwn under a wide-dreading, fruit-laden, shade-affording 
pec, saying, "Sit ye here and go no further into the garden, for 
it hath a privy door communicating with the palace of the 
Princes Havat al-Nufus." They replied, "We will not stir 
hence." Whereupon he went out to buy what they had ordered 
and returned after awhile, with a porter bearing on his head a 
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roasted lamb and bread* They ate and drank together and 
talked awhile, till, presendy, the Wazir. looking about him in all 
comers tight and left, caught sight of a lofty pavilion at the 
farther end of the gardeai; but it was old and pkster was 
peeled from its walls and its buttresses were broken down* So 
be said to the Gardener, ‘"O Shaykh, is this gard^ thine own or 
dost thou hire it?'*; and he replied, “I am neither owner nor 
tenant of the garden, only its care't^er." Asked the Mmistcr, 
“And what is thy wage?" whereto the old man answered, “A 
dinar a month,” and quoth the Waair, "Verily they wrong thee, 
especially an thou have a family," Quoth the dd^, "By Allah, 
O my lord, I have eight children and I"— The Wazir broke in. 
"There is no Majesty and there is no save in Allah, the 

Glorious, the Great! Thou makest me thy grief my poor 

fellow! What wouldst thou say of him who should do thee a 
good turn, on account of this faroily of thine?" Replied the old 
man, "O my lord, whatsoever good thou dost shall be garnered 
up for thee with God the Most High!" Thereuptm said the 
Warir, "O Shaykh, thou knowest th^ garden of mine to be a 
goodly place; but the pavilion yonder is md and ruinous. Now I 
mean to repair it and stucco it anew and paint it handaomdy, bo 
that it will be the £nest thing in the garth; and when the owner 
comes and hnds the pavQton restored and beautified, he will not 
fail m question dies concerning it. Then do thou say, *0 my 
lord, at great expense 1 set it in repair, for that I saw it la ruins 
and none could make use of it nor could anyone ait therein,* If 
he says, ’‘Whence hadst thou the money for this?' reply, ‘I spent of 
my own money upon the stucco, thereby thinking to whiten my 
face with thee and hoping for thy bounties.* And needs must he 
recompense thee fairly over the extent of thine expenses. To' 
moirow 1 will bring builders and plasterers and painters to repair 
this pavilion and wiQ give thee what I promised thee,*' Then he 
pulled out of his poke a purse of five hundred dinars and gave it 
to the Gardener, saying, "Take these gold pieces and expend 
them upon thy family and let them pray for me and for this my 
son,” Thereupon the Prince asked the Waiir, “What is the 
meaning of all this?" and he answered, "Thou shalt presendjr 

see the issue thereof."-And Shahra^ad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased to say her permitted say. 
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She Fcsujxted) It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that when 
the Wadr gave five hundred dticats to the old Gardmer, saying, 
‘Take these gold pieces and expend them upon thy family and 
kt d»cm pray for this my son,” the dd man looked at the gold 
and his wits fled; so he fell down at the Wa^ir's feet, kiting them 
and invoking blessings on him and his son; and when they went 
away, he said to them, “I shall expect you to'moirow: for by 
Aflab Almighty, there must be no parting between us, night or 
day." Next morning the Waxir went to the Prince s ^op and 
sent for the syndic of the buildeis; then he earned him and 1^ 
men to the prth^ where the Gardener rejoiced in their sight. He 
gave them the price of radons^ and what was needful to the work' 
men fw the restoradon of the paviHon, and th^ repaired it and 
stucco'd it and decorated it. Then said the Minister to t^ 
painters, "Haikye, my masters, listen to my words and apprehend 
my wish and my aim. Know that I have a garden like this, where 
I was sleeping one night among the nights and saw in a dream a 
fowler set up nets and sprinkle com thereabout. Ilie birds flocked 
to pick up the gtmn, and a cock^bird fell into the net, whereupon 
theothers took fiightand flew away, and amongst the rest his mate: 
but, after awhile, she returned alone and picked at the that 
held his feet, dll she sec him free and they flew away together. 
Now the fowler had fallen adeep and, when he awoke, he found 
the net emp^; so he mended it and strewing fresh grain sat down 
afar off, waiting for game to fall into that snare. Presently ic 
birds assembled again to pick up the gmins, and amongst the rest 
the two pigeons. By-and-by, the hen^bird f^ into the net, when 
all the other birds took fri^c at her and flew away, and her 
husband flew with them and did not return; whereupon ^e fbwW 
came up and taking the quarry, cut her throat Now, when her 
mate flew away with the others, a bird of ra\'en seized him and 
slew him and ate his flesh and drank his blood, and I would have 
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you pouitiay me the preaentmcnt of this my dream, even as 1 have 
related it to you, ia the liveliest colours, laying the fair scene in 
this rare garden, with its walls and trees and rills, and dwdl 
especially on the fowler and the fakon. If ye do this 1 have set 
forth to you and the work please me, I will give you w'hac -diall 
gladden your hearts, over and above your wage," The painters, 
hearing these words, applied themselves with all ddigence to do 
what he required of them and wrou^t it out in masEerty style: 
and when they had made an end of work, they showed it to 
the Waiir who, seeing his so^allcd dream set forth as it was' 
was pleased and dianked them and rewarded them munifioendy. 
Presendy, the Prince came in, acojrding to his custom, and 
entered the pavilion, unweeting what the Warir had done, & 
when he saw the portraiture of the fowler and the birds and the 
net and beheld the male pigeon in die dutches of the hawk, which 
had slain him and was drinking his blood and eating his fiedi, his 
understanding was confounded and he returned to the hdiniscer 
and said, "O Waair of good counsel, 1 have seen thia day a mar^ 
which, were it graven with needlegravcrs on the eye-comers would 
he a wamer to whoso will be ’warned?^' Asked the Minister, “And 
what is that, O my lord?"; and the Prince answered, "Did I not 
tdl thee of the dream the Princess had and how it was the cause 
of her hatred for men?" “Yea," replied the Wazir ; and Ardashir 
rejoined, "By Allah, O Minister, I have seen the whole dream 
pourtrayed in painting, as I bad eyed it with mine own eyes; 
but I found therein a circumstance which was hidden from the 
Princess, so that she saw it not, and 'ris upon this that I rely for 
the winning of my wish." Quoth the Warir, "'And what is that, 
O my son?"; and quoth the Prince, "I saw that, when the male 
bird llew away; and, leaving his mate entanEled in the net, failed 
to return and save her, a falcon pounced on nim and slaying him, 
ate his flesh and drank his blood. Would to Heaven the P^cess 
had seen the whole of the dream and had beheld the cause of his 
failure to return and rescue herf" Replied the Warir. “By Allah, 
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O auspicious King, th^ is indeed a raee diing and a Mronderfuir' 
And the King's son ceased not to marvd at the picture and Lm^c 
that the King's daughter had not behdd the dream to ita end, 
saying in himself, "Would she had seen it to the bst or might see 
the whole over again, though but in the imbroglio of deep!" 
Then quoth the Wa»r Co hhn, "Thou saidst to me, 'Why wilt 
thou repair the pavilion?'; and 1 replied. Thou shalt presently 
see the issue thereof.' And behold, now its issue thou seest; for 
it was 1 did this deed and hade the painters pourtmy the Princ^'^s 
dream thus and paint the male bhd in the pounces of the falcon 
which eateth his flesh and diinketb hts blo^; so that when she 
cometh to the pavilion, she will behold her dream depicted and see 
how the cock'^igeon was slain and excuse him and turn from her 
hate for men." When the Prince heard the Waxir's words, he 
kissed his hands and thanked him, saying, "Verily, the like of 
tb^ is £t to be Minister to the most mighty King* and, by Allah, 
an 1 win my wish and return to my sire, rejoidng, 1 will assuredly 
acquaint him with this, that he may redouble in honouring thee 
and advance thee in dignity and hearken to thine every word." 
So the Wazir kissed n^ l^d and they both went to the old 
Gardener and sai^ '■'Look at yonder pavilicm and sec how fine it 
is!" And he replied, 'This is all of your happy thought," Then 
said they, "O elder, w'hcn the owners of the place question thee 
concerning the restoration of the pavdion, say thou,' Twas I did 
it of my own monies'; to the intent that there may l^de thee fair 
favour and good fortune ” He said, "I hear and I obey”; and 
the Fdnce continued to pay him frequent visits. Such was the 
case with the Prince and the Wasir; but as regards Hayat 
al'Nufus, when she ceased to receive the Prince's letters and 
messages and when the old woman was absent from her, she 
rqoicra with joy exceeding and concluded that the young man 
had returned to his own country. One day, there came to her a 
covered tray from her father; so she uncovered it and hnding 
therein fine fruits, asked her waiting'women, "Is the season of 
these fruits come?" Answered they, "Yes," Thereupon she 
cried, "Would we might make ready to take our pleasure in the 

flowcT'gardcn!"-^And Shahraruid perceived the dawn of day 

and ceaWd saying her pemutted say. 
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She said. It hath reached me, O axiapidous King, that the Princess, 
after receiving the fruit from her sire, asked, *'l3 the season of 
these fruits set in?"; and they anwered, “Yes!" Thereupon she 
cried, ‘'Would we might mate ready to take our pleasure in the 
flower-garden!" "O my lady," they replied, "thou sayest well, 
and by Allah, we also Itmg for the garden!" So she enquired, 
"How shall we do, seeing that every year it is none save my nurse 
who caketh us to walk in the garden and who pointeth out to us 
the various trees and plants; and 1 have beaten her and forbidden 
her from me? Indeed, 1 repent me of what was done by me to 
her, for that, in any case, she is my nurse and hath over me the 
right of fosterage. But there is no Majesty and there is no Might 
save in Allah, the Glorious, the Great!" When her handmaids 
heard this, they all sprang up; and, kissing the ground between 
her hands, exclaimed, "Allah upon thee, O my lady, do thou 
pardon her and bid her to the prescncel"; and quoth she, "By 
Allah, 1 am resolved upon this; but which of you will go to her, 
for I have prepared her a splendid robe of honour?" Hereupon 
two daiTiiyffl mme forward, by name Bulbul and Siw'ad al-'Ayn, 
wbo were comely and graceful and the principals among the 
Princess’s women, and her favourites. And they said, “We will 
go to her, O King's daughter!"; and she said, “Do 'what seemefh 
good to you." & they went to the house of the nurse and 
knocked at the door and entered; and she, reoognismg the twain, 
received them with open arms and welcomed them. When they 
had sat awhile with her, they said to her, “O nurse, the Pdne^ 
pardoneth th^ and desireth to take thee back into favour.” She 
repUed, ^TTiis may never be, though I drink the cup of ruin! 
Hast thou forgotten how she put me to shame before those who 
love me and those who hate me, when ray clothes were dyed with 
my blood and I wdl nigb died for stress of beating, and after this 
they dragged me forth by the feet. Like a dead dog, and cast me 
without the door? So by Allah, I will never teturn to her nor fill 
my eyes with her sight!" Quoth the two girls, “Disappoint not 
our pains in coming to thee nor send us away unsuccessful. 
Where is tby courtesy uswards? Think but who it is that cometh 
in to visit thee: canst thou wish for any higher of standing than 
we with the King’s daughter?" She replied, "I take refuge with 
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Allah: wdl I wit that my station is less than youns; wm it not 
that the Princess's favotir esaked toe above all her women, so 
that, were 1 wroth with the greatest of them, she had died in her 
flfein of fri^t.” They rejoin^ “AH is as it was and natight is in 
anywise changed. Indeed, ’tis better than before, for the Princess 
humbleth henelf to thee and sedeeth a reconciliadoo without 
intermediary." Said the old woman, “By Allah, were it not for 
your presence and intercession with me, 1 bad never returned to 
her; no, not diou^ she had commanded to day me!" They 
thanlceri her for this and she rose and dressing herself accom^ 
panted them to the palace. Now when the King’s daughter saw 
her, she sprang to W feet in honour, and the old woman said, 
“Allah! Allah! O King’s daughter, say me, whose was the fault, 
mine or tWe?" Hayat al'Nufus replied, “The fault was mine, 
and ’tis thine to pardon and forgive. By Allah, O my nurse, thy 
rank is high with me and thou over me the right of fosterafe; 
but thouXnowest that Allah (extolled and exalte he He!) hath 

to His creatures four things, dispc^itfon, life, daily bread 
and death; nor is it in man’s power to avert that whidi is decreed. 
Verily, 1 was beside inyscif and could not recover my senses; but; 
O my nurse, I repent of what deed I did." With this, the crone’a 
anger ceased from her and she rose and kissed the ground before 
the Princess, who called for a costly robe of honour and threw it 
over her, whereat she rejoiced with exceeding joy in the presence 
of the Princess's slaves and women, When all ended thus happily, 
Hayat sd-Nufus said to the old woman, 'X) my nurse, how ^ the 
fruits and growths of our garth?’*; and she replied, “O my lady, 
I see excellent fruits in the town; hut 1 will enquire of this matter 
and return thee an answer this very day.” llien die withdrew, 
honoured with all honour and betook herself to Ardashir, who 
received her with open arms and embraced her and rejoiced in her 
comingt for that he had expected her long and longingly. She 
told him aH that had passed between berseff and the Princess and 
bow her mistress was minded to gp down into the garden on such 
a. (^y.—=—^And SKahraxad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 
to say her permitted say. 
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She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious Kine, that the 
old woman betook herself to the Prince and told him all that had 
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passed between herself and the Princess HayaC al'Nufus; and 
how her mistress was minded to go down into the garden on sudr 
a day and said to him, “Hast thou done as I bade thee with the 
Warder of the garden and hast thou made him taste of thy 
bounties?” He replied, “Yes, and the ddster is become my good 
friend; my way is his way and he would welt 1 had iie©i of him.' 
Then he told her all that had happened and of the dream-paintings 
which the Wazir had caused to be limned in the pavilion; esper 
dally of the fowkr, the net and the falcon; whereat she joyed wi^ 
great joy and said, “Allah upon thee, do thou set thy Mroister mid¬ 
most thy heart, for this that he hath done pointeth to the keen¬ 
ness of bis wit and he hath helped thee to the winning thy 
So rise forthright, O my son, and go to the Hammam-bath and don 
thy daintiest wherein may be our success. Then fare thou to 
the Gardener and make shift to pass the night in the ga^m, for 
diough he should give the earth full of gold none may win to pass 
into Jt, whilst the King's daughter is therein. When thou hast 
entered, b'de thee where no eye may espy thee and keep concealed 
till thou hear me cry, ‘O Thou whose boons are hidden, save us 
from that we fearl* Then come forth from thine ambush and 
walk among the trees and show thy beauty and loveliness which 
put the moons to shame, to the intent that Princess Hayat al- 
Nufus may thee and that her heart and soul may be filled 
with love of ^ce; so shalt thou attain to thy wish and thy grief 
be gone," ‘To brar is to obey," replied the young Prince and 
gaw her a purse of a thousand dinars, which she took and went 
away. Thereupon Arda^ fared straight for the bath and 
washed; after which he arrayed himself in the richest of rob^ 
of the apparel of the Kings of the Chosro& and girt his middle 
with a girdle wherein were conjoined all manner pred^ sten» 
and donned a turband inwerven with red gold and purfled with 
pearls and gems. His checks shone rosy-red and his bps were 
scarlet- his eyelids like the gatelle’s wantoned; hke a wine-stiuck 
wight in his gait he sway^; beauty and lovelin^ ga^ him, 
and his shape shamed the bowing of the bough. Then he put m 
bis pocket a purse containing a mousand {finars^d, repairing to 
the flower-garden, knocked at the door. The Gardener opened 
to him and r^oidng with great joy salamed to him m most 
worshipful fashion; then, observing that his face was^erca^ 
he asked him how be did. The King's son answered Know, U 

elder that 1 am dear to my father and be never laid his hand on 
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me till this da)\ when words artise between us and he abused me 
and smote me on the lace and struck me with his staff and drave 
me away, Now 1 have no friend to turn to and 1 fear the perffdy 
of Fortune, for thou knowest that the wrath of parents is no light 
thing. Wherefore I come to thee, O uncle, seeing that to my 
father thou art kncfwn, and 1 desire of thy favour that thou suffer 
me abide in the garden till the end of the day, or pass the nigh^ 
there, till Allah grant good imderstanding between myself and 
my sire.*' When the old man heard these words he was concerned 
anent what had occurred and said, “O my lord, dost thou give me 
leave to go to thy sire and be the means of recondliation between 
thee and him?” Replied Ardashir, ”0 unde, thou must know 
that my father is of impatient nature, and irasdble; so an thou 
proffer him reconciliation in his heat of temper he will make thee 
no ansvi'er; but when a day or two shall tiave passed, his heat 
will soften. Then go thou in to him and dtereupon he will 
rdent.” "Hearkening and obedience,” quoth the Gardener; 
"but, O my lord, do thou come with me to my house, where 
thou shale night with my children and my family and none shall 
reproach this to us.” Quoth Ardashir, "O uncle, I must be alone 
when 1 am angryThe old man said, "It irketh me that thou 
shouldst h'e solitary in the garden, when 1 have a house,'* But 
Ardashir said, *'0 unde, I have an aim in this, that the trouble of 
my mind may be dispelled from me and I know that in this lies 
the means of regaining his favour and softening his heart 
to me." Rejoined the Gardener, ‘T will fetch thee a carpet 
to sleep on and a coverlet wherewith to cover thee;’* and 
the Prince said, '“There is no harm in that, O unde.” So the 
keeper rose and opened the garden to him, and brought him 
the carpet and coverlet, knowing not that the King's daughter 
was minded to visit the garth. On this wise farad it with the 
Prince; but as regards the nurse, she returned to the Princess 
and told her that 3ic fruits were idndly ripe on the garden trees; 
whereupon she said, ”0 my nurse, go down with me to-morrow 
into the garden, that we may walk about in it and take our 
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pleasure,—Inshallah; and send meanwhile to the Gardener, to let 
him know what we purpose." So she sent to the Gardener to 
say, “The Princess will visit the parterre to-morrow, so leave 
neither water'carTiers nor tree-tenders therein, nor let one of 
Allah’s creatures enter the garth," When word came to him, he 
set his water-ways and channels in order and, going to Ardashir, 
said to him, "O my lord, the King's daughter is mistr^ of this 
garden; and 1 have only to crave thy pardon, for the place is 
thy place and 1 live only in thy favours, except that my tongue 
is under thy feet.‘ I must tell thee that the Princess Hayat al- 
Nufui hath a mind to visit it to-monow at the £r^ of the day and 
hath bidden me leave none therein who might look upon her. 
So I would have thee of thy favour go forth of the garden this 
day, for the Queen will abide only in it till the time of mid-after' 
noon prayer and after it shall be at thy service for sc'nnights and 
fortnight^ months and years " Arda^r asked, "O elder, haply 
we have caused thee some mishap?"; and the other answered, 
Allah, O my lord, naught hath betided me from thee but 
honourl" Rejoined the Pr^e, "An it be so, nothing but all 
g 3 od shall befal thee through us; for 1 will hide in the garden 
and none shall espy me, till the King's daughter hath gone back 
to her palace." Said the Gardener, “O my lord, an she espy 
the ^ladow of a man in the garden or any of Allah's m^ 

creatures die will strike off my head;"-And Shahra^ad per' 

oeived the dawn of day and ceased saying her pentutted say. 


IBIjen it toas (hr ^tben J&itnhrth anh iCtoetttp-nintfj fjiofjt. 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Ae Gardener said to the Prince, "An the King's daughter espy 
the shadow of a man in her garden, she will stiie off my head;" 
the youth replied, “Have no fear, I will on no wise let any sec 
me. But doubtl^ to-day thou Sackest of spending-money for 
thy family." Then he put his hand to hB purse and pulled out 
five hundred ducats, which he gave to him saying, “Take this 
gold and lay it out on thy family, that thy heart may be at ea^ 
concerning them," When the ^ykh looked upon the gold, his 


^ f I am t Mnr^nf ind bctLind co tcU thee wH*t my ctfdcfi: irc. 
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life Memed e li^t thing to him'^ and hz sufi^ered the Prince to 
tarry where he was, charging him etraitly not to show himiglf in 
the garden. Then be left him loitering a^ut. Meanwhile, when 
the eunuchs went in to the Princess at break of day, she bade 
open the private wicket leading from the palace to the parterres 
and donned a royal robe, embroidered with pearls and jew^ and 
gems, over a shift of fine silk purfled with rubies. Under the 
whole was that which tongue refuseth to explain, whereat was 
confounded the brain and whose love would embrave the craven's 
strain. On her head she set a crown of red gold, inlaid with 
pearb and gems and she tripped in pattens of doth of gold, 
embroidered with fresh pearb* and adorned widi all manne r 
precious stones. Then she put her hand upon the old woman's 
shoulder and commanded to go forth by the privy door; but the 
nurse looked at the garden and, seeing it full of eunuchs and 
handmaids walking about, eating the fruits and troubling the 
streams and taking their ease of sport and pleasure in the 
water said to the Princess, “O my bdy, is this a garden or a 
madhouse?"' Quoth the Princess, "What meaneth thy speech, O 
nurse?"; and quoth the old woman, "Verily the garden is full 
of filave'girb and eunuchs, eating of the fruits and troubling 
the streams and scaring the birds and hindering us from 
taking our ease and sporting and laughing and what not 
else; and thou hast no of them, Wert thou going forth of 
thy palace into the highway, this would be fitting, as an honour 
and a ward to thee; but, now, O my bdy, ^ou goest forth of the 
wicket into the garden, where none of Almighty Allah's creatures 
may look on thee." R^oined the Princess, “By Ailah ^ O nurse 
mine, thou sayst soothl But how shall we and the old 
woman said, “Bid the eunuchs send them all away and keep oniy 
two of the slave^irb, that we may make merry with them. So 
die dismissed them all, with the ex^tion of two of her hand' 
maids who were most in favour with her. But when the old 
woman saw that her heart was light and that the season was 
pleasant to her, she said to her, “Now we can enjoy ourselves 
aright; so up and let us take our pleasance in the gardoi," The 
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IViaceu put her hand upon her shoulder and went out by the 
private door. The two waiting'women walked in front and she 
followed them laughing at them and swaying gracefully to and 
fro in her ample robes; whilsc the nurse forewent her, showing 
her the trees and feeding her with fruits; and so they fared on 
froo^lace to place, till they came to the pavilion, which when 
the K^g's daughter beheld and saw that it had been restored, 
she asked the old woman, "O my nurse, seest thou yonder 
pavilion? It hath been repaired and its walls whitened." She 
answered, “fly Allah, O my lady, I Heard say that the keeper of 
the garden had taken stuffs of a company of merchants and sold 
them and bought bricks and lime and plaster and stones and so 
forth with the price; so I asked him what he had done with aU 
this, and he said, '1 have repaired the pavilioa which lay in 
ruins,* presently adding, ‘And when the merchants sought their 
due of me, I said to them, ‘Wait 'till the Princess visit the 
garden and see the repairs and they satisfy her; then will 1 
take of her what she is pleased to bratow on me, and pay you 
what is your due," Quoth I, *What moved thee to do this 
thing?’; and quoth he, ‘T saw the pavilion in ruins, the coigns 
thrown down and the stucco peeled from the w^alls, and none had 
the grace to repair it; so 1 bonowed the coin on my own account 
and restored the place; and 1 trust in the daughter to deal 

with me as behtteth hex dimity.* I said, *The Princess is all 
goodness and generosity and will no doubt requite thee/ And 
be did all this but in hopes of thy bounty." Relied the Prin¬ 
cess, ‘^By Allah, be hath dealt nobly in rebuilding it and hath 
done the deed of generous men! till me my purse-keeperess." 
The dd woman accordingly fetched the purse-keeperess, vrhom the 
Princes bade give the Gardener two thousand dinars; -whereupon 
the nurse sent to him, bidding him to the presence of the King's 
daughter. But when the messenger said to him, “Obey me 
Queen's order," the Gardener felt t^bte and, trembling in every 
joint, said in himself, “Doubtless, the Princess hath seen the young 
man, and this day will be the most unlucky of days for me. So 
he went home and told his wife and children what had happ^ed 
and gave them his last changes and farewelled them, while they 
wept for and widi him. *Incn he presented himself before the 
Princess, with a face the colour of turmeric and ready to fall flat 
at full length. The old woman remarked his plight and hastened 
to forestau him, saying, “O Shaykh, kiss the earth in t han ksgiving 
TOL vn. 
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to Almi^ty AUah and be constant in prayer to Him for fbe 
Princes. I cold her what tliou didst in the matter of repairing 
the mined pavilion, and she rejojccth in this and bestoweth on 
thee two thousand dinars in requital of thy pains; so take them 
from the purse-kecpcress and Jdss the eai^ before the Kings 
daughter and bless her and wend thy way." Hearing diese words 
he took the gold and kissed the ground before Hayat al-'Nufus, 
calling down blessings on her. Then he returned to his house, 
and nis family rq'oxced in him and blessed him^ who had been 

the prime cause ot this business.-^And Shahrazad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

*Bbtn tt tlje ^eben ©unbreb attb lEbittieib 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious BCing, that when 
the Carc'taker took the two thousand ducats from the Rincess and 
returned to his bouse, all his family rejoiced in him and blessed 
him who had been the prime cause of this business. Thus it far^l 
with these; but ^ te^ds the old woman, she said to the Prince®, 
“O my lady, this is indeed become a fine place! Never saw I a 
purer white than its plastenng nor properer than its painting? 
I wonder if he have also repaired it within: else hath he made 
the outside white and left the inside black. Come, kt us enter 
and inspect.” So they went in, the nurse preceding, and found 
the interior painted and rfd^ in the goodliest way. The 
Princess looked right and left, till she came to the upper end 
of the estrade, when she fi:sed her eyes upon the wall and gaaed 
long and earnestly thereat: whereupon the old woman knew that 
her glance ^d lighted on the presentment of ber dream and took 
the two waiting'womcn away with her, that they might not divert 
her mind. When the King's daughter had niatk an end of 
eiaminii^ the painting, she turned to the old woman, wondering 
and beating hand on hand, and said to her, '*0 my nurse, come, 
see a wondrous thing which were it graven wfth needle-gravers 
on the eye comers would be a wamer to whoso will be warned/' 
She replied, “And what is that, O my lady?”; when the Princess 
rejoined, “Go, look at ^e upper end of the estrade, and tell me 
what thou seest there.” So she went up and considered the 
dream-drawing: then she came down, wondering, and said, “By 
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Allah, O my lady, here is depictsed the garden and the fowler 
and bis net and birds and all thou sawest m thy dream; and 
verily, nothing but urgent need withheld the mak mgeon fiom 
letumihg to free his mate after he had fled her, for 1 see him in 
the talons of a bird of raven which bath slaughtered him and is 
drinking his blood and rending his flesh and eating it; and this, 
O my lady, caused his tarrying to return and rescue her from the 
net. But, O my mistress, the w'onder is how thy dream came to 
be thus depicted, for, wert thou minded to set it forth in paintuie, 
thou hadst not availed to portray it. By Allah, this is a maivet 
which should be recorded in histories! Surely, O my bdy, the 
angels appointed to attend upon the sous of Adam, knew that 
the cock'pigeon was wronged of us, because we blamed him for 
deserting his mate; so they exahraced lus cause and made manifest 
his excuse; and now for the flrst time we see him in the hawk's 
munces a dead bird.” Quoth the Princess, *’0 my nurse, verdy. 
Fate and Fortune had course against this bird, and we did him 
wrong,” Quoth the nurse, ”0 my mistress, foes shall meet before 
Allah the Most High: but, O my lady, verily, the truth hath been 
made manifest and the male pigeon's excuse certifled to us; for 
had the hawk not seized him and drunk his blood and rent his 
flesh he had not held aloof from his mate, but had returned to 
her, and set her free from the net; but against death there is no 
recourse, nor, O my lady, is there aught in the world more tenderly 
floliatous than the male for the fenj^e, among all creatures which 
Almighty Allah hath created. And especially 'tis thus with man; 
for he starved! himself to feed his wife, stripped! himsdf to clothe 
her, angered) his family to please her and di^beyeth and denieth 
his parents to endow her. She knoweth his secrets and conccalcth 
them and she cannot endure from him a single hour.^ An he be 
absent from her one night, her eyes sleep not, nor is there a dearer 
to her than he: she loveth him more man her parents and they 
lie down to sleep in each other’s arms, with his hand under hia: 
neck and her hand under his neck, even as saith the poet, 

*t nude my wrist her pillow «id I lay with her in liittr; • And ! said u> 
Night ‘Be kmc!’ while the full moon showed glitter: 

Ah me. it uua a ni^t, Allah never made its bke; * Whose fiut was sweet' 
ist sweet aiid whose last biCl’iest Utter!** 


■ The whole of the Biine't speech t* jidniirolile : i O n* tre end loihinB pitturt oT cenjuneJ 
tSoLtiDn goa fu* ta Ttifr N^lghiai 
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Then he kiaseth her and she kisseth him; and I have heard of a 
certain King that, when his wife feil sick and died, he buried 
hfmiiplf alive with her, submitting himself to death, for the love 
of her and the strait companionSiip which was between them. 
Moreover, a certain King sickened and died, and when they were 
afeut to bury him, his wife said to her people; Let me bury 
myself alive with him; dse will I slay mys^ and my blood shall 
be on your heads. So, when they saw she would not be turned 
from this thine, they left her, and she cast herself into the grave 
with her dead busl^nd, of the greatness of her love and tenderness 
for him.'* And (he old woman ceased not to ply the Princ^ with 
anecdotes of conjugal love between men and women, till there 
c eaW that which was in her heart of hatred for the sex masculine; 
and when she felt that she had succeeded in renewing in her the 
natural inclination of woman to man. she said to her, '* Tis time 
to go and walk in die garden." So they fared forth from the 
pavilion and paced among the trees. Presendy the Prince chanced 
to turn and his eyes fell on Hayat al'Nufus; and when he saw 
the symmetry of her shape and the rosicleamess of her cheeks 
and the blackness of her eyes and her exceeding grace and her 
passing loveliness and her excelling beauty and her prevailing 
elegance and her abounding perfection, his reason was confounded 
and he could not take bis c>'es off her. Passion annihilated his 
right judgment and love overpassed all limits in him; his vitals 
were occupied with her service and hk heart was aflam e with the 
of repine, so that he swooned away and fell to the ground. 
When he came to himself, she had pass^ from bis sight and was 

hidden from him among the trees;--And Shabrarad |>crceived 

the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


eShtn »l tnas rht ^ebtn l&iinhreb anh 1EI|ir(p-*firs* 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Prince Ardashir, who lay hid in the garden, saw the Princess and 
her nurse walking amongst the trees, he swooned away for very 
love-Ionging. when he tame to himsdf Hayat al-Nufus had 
passed from his sight and was hidden from him among the trees; 
so he si^cd from his heart-core and improvised these couplets, 

"Wlienaa mint eyes bdiold her lovdini^, • My hart is corn wiib love’s 
own ecadsy. 
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I v»ke o'erthjowo, castdown cn face of eiftii • Nor can li* Princest* my 

fore tonncnt «e£. i_ iii i. 

She turned and ravi3bcd rhia sad LovE-thrall'd sprite; • Mercy, hy AiUh. 

ruth: nay, sympathy! 

O Lptd, afford me imton, deign TTwu eooth* • My eoul, ere grave-rndK 

housethiacotseofiae; , ^ l u k 

ril Liss her ten times ten times, and, tnnes ten • For Ifn-er 6 mstea chDtlt tne 

kisses bef" 

The old woman ceased not to lead the Princess a'plcasuring about 
the garden, dll they reached the place where the Prince Uy 
ambushed, when, behold she said, "O Thou whose bounties are 
hidden, vouchsak us assurance from that we fear!” The King's 
son hearing the signal, left his lutiing'pkce and, surprised by the 
summons, walked among the trees, stvaying to and fro with a 
proud and graceful gait and a shape that shamed the branches. 
His brow was crowned with pearly drops and his cheeks red ^ 
the afterglow, extolled be Allah the Ahmghty in that He hath 
created! When the King's daughter caught right of him, she 
gated a long while on him and noticed Iiis beauty and^ grace and 
Mjvehness and his ey'es that wantoned like the gazelle s, and his 
shape that outvied the branches of the myrobalan; wherefore her 
wits were confounded and her soul captivated and her heart 
fixed with the arrows of his glances. Then she said to the old 
woman, "O my nurse, 'whence came yonder h^d^me youth? \ 
and the nurse asked, “Where is he, O my lady? There^^he^ 
answered Hayat al Nufus; '‘near hand, among the trees. The 
old woman turned right and left, as if she knew not of his 
presence, and cried, “And pray, who can have taught^ youth 
the way into this garden?” Quoth Hayat al'N^ufus, v/ho shaU 
give us news of the young man? Glory he to Him who crated 
men! But say me, dost ihou know him, O my nurse?” Quoth 
the old woman, “O my lady, he is the young merchant who v^te 
to thee by me." The Princess (and indeed she was drowned in 
the sea of her desire and the fire of her passion and love-longing) 
broke out. “O my nurse, how goodly is this youth! Indeed he u 
f air of favour. Mcthinks, there is not on the face of earth a 
goodlier than he!" Now when the old wotmnw^is as^red mat 
the love of him had gotten possession of the Princess, she said to 
her, “Did I not tell thee, O my lady, that he was a c^cly youth 
with a beaming favour?'^ Replied Hayat al-Nufus^ O my nuise. 
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King's daughters know not die ways of die world nor die tnanners 
of those that be therein, for that they company with none, neither 
give dicy nor take they. O my nurse, bow shall 1 do to bring 
ai»ut a meeting and present myself to him, and what shall I say 
to hi"> and what will he say to me?" Said the old woman, 
“What device is left me? Indeed, we were confounded in this 
matter by thy behaviour": and the Princess said, ”0 my nurse, 
know thou that if any ever died of passion, I shall do so, and 
b^old, I look for nothing death on the spot by reason of the 
fire of my lovedongirtg." When the old woman heard her words 
and saw the transport of her desire for him, she answered, "O my 
lady, now,' as for his coming to thee, there is no wray thereto; and 
inde^ thou art excused from going to him, because of thy tender 
age; but rise with me and follow me. I will accost him: so shalt 
thou not be put to shame, and in the tw inklin g of an eye affection 
shall ensue between you." The King’s daughter cried, "Go thou 
before me, for the decree of Allah may not be rejected." Accord' 
ingly they went up to the place where Ardashir sat, as he were 
the full moon at its fullest, and the old woman said to him, “Sec 
O youth, who is present before thee! Tis the daughter of our 
King of the age, Hayat ai'Nufus; bethink thee of her rank and 
appreciate the honour she doth thee in coming to thee and rise out 
of respect for her and stand before her." The Prince sprang to 
his feet in an instant and his eyes met her eyes, whereupon they 
both became as they were drunken without wine. Then the love 
of him and desire redoubled upon the Princess and she opened 
her anus and he his, and they embraced: but loue'longing and 
passion overcame them and they swooned away and M to the 
ground and lay a long while without sense. The old woman, 
fearing scandalous exposure, carried them both into the pavilion, 
and, sitting down at the door, said to the two waiting-wramen, 
"Seiac the occasion to take your pleasure in the garden, for the 
Princess sl^peih." So they returned to their diversion. Presently 
the lovers revived from their swoon and found themsdves m the 
pavilion, whereat quoth the Prince, "Allah upon thee, O Prince^ 
of fair ones, is this vision or sleep'illuston?" Then the twam 
embraced and intoxicated themselves without wine, complaining 
each to other of the anguish of passion; and the Prince imprO' 
vised these couplets. 

**3011 roeth abmi f rcdJi ber briltiint brow, • And her cheek showa the nnest 
afterglow': 
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And when boch appear to * * The Cityline star ne^er ftit shanoe 

Will show; 

An the bven flash frwn those smiling lips, * Mom bre^ and the rays dusk 
and gloom o'erthraw. 

And when with her gracdul shape die Eways. * Droops lisL&sst B&n-iTEe 
for envy iow: 

Me her sight suffices; nanghr crave i more; • LjjnJ of Men and Mnm^ be 
her guard ftum foe! 

The full moon bomjw* a port of her charm*; • The nm would nvaJ but 

fails his lowe , , j t 

Whence could Sol aspire to that bending grace? * Whence should Luna Ate 

such wit and suA mind^gifta know? , * j i 

Who shall blame me for bdng all love to her, * TwiiC accord and discord 

aye doomed to woe: . . xirL n i 

Tis she won my bean with diose fomi^ that bend What *hali lover s 

heart from such dhiniis defend? 

__ fynd Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to 

say her permitted say. 


CQfitn it teas ftc &thni ?&tiiibrel» anl) tEfjirtp'^etrml) ^Isht. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the Prince had made an end of his verses, the Princess strained 
him to her bosom and kissed him on the mouth and between the 
eyes; whereupon his soul returned to him and he fell to couf 
plaining tn her of that he had endured for stress of love and 
tyranny of longing and excess of transport and distraction and all 
he had suffered for the hardness of her heart. Hearing those 
words she kissed his hands and feet and bared her head,’ whera- 
upon the gloom gathered and the full moons dawned therein. 
Then said she to hini, my beloved and term of all my wishe^ 
would the day of estrangement had never been and Allah grant it 
may never return between us!” And they embraced and wept 
together, whilst she recited these couplets, 


» In dkbnnBriEl " Bdfl ” i;Af»elii:r Iwn.ttw) it tiu: myroWfla wliltfl (T™ 

IWI. le K*rtnU« lb« Mr- Ly.ll (p. 74 TrwuUtKmi of Anacnt Arab EVict^. 

Wilbjuna vtd N‘oT«»te. I985J. eaUi it * *P«ia cf Morin**, r^. mnk plonfiJul^ji^ int=ii*dr 
green fnliage uictl for c'CErnpwiaBli on njojunt of Iti straigntnci* <na grKcfuliwp^ 

b rdflf hp*- The niit nipplir^ ■ m&idCtn4llcaL 

* A Hgn (jf CE?TTTTi(: fiimllLtrirTT theglctomi arc the hjoda im! ihe full mocni ore the eya* 






24S Alp Latlau wa Layiah. 

"O who (hamcst the Moon and the aunny glow: • Thou whoee alaught'dnt 
tynfiny Uy® dqe low; 

With the fiwotd of 1 look thou hm ahofn my heart, ■ How escape thy 
sword-glince fatal of blow? 

Thus eke arc thine cyebiws a bow that flbot • My bosom with ihafts of 
fiercest lows; 

Frooi thy cheeks' rich cnap ctHneth P^due; • How, then, shall my heaic 
the rich crop forego? . 

Thy graceful ^pc is a blooming branch, ■ And shall pluck the fnuti 
who Ehall bear that ^ugh. 

Ftrforce thou drawesc me, rohst my deep; • In thy bvt 1 strip me and 
shameless show:' 

AUah lend thee the ray* of most ri^teoui light, • Draw the fanbest near 
and a uyst bestow; 

Then have ruth on the vitals thy Io«e hath seared, • And the heart that 
flies to thy side the mo'e!" 


And when she ended her recitation, passion overcame her and ^e 
was distraught for love and wept copious tears, raiivlike streaming 
down. This burnt the Princess heart and he in turn became 
troubled and distracted for bve of her. So he drew nearer to her 
and kissed her himds and wept with sore weeping and they 
ceased not from lover-reproaches and converse and versifying, 
until the call to mid-aftemoon prayer (nor was there au^t 
between them other than this), when they bethought them of 
parting and she said eo him, “O light of mine eyes and core of 
tny heart, the time of severance has come between us twain; when 
shall we meet again?" ‘'By Allah," replied he (and indeed her 
words shot him as with shafts), "to mention of parting I am 
never fainl" Then she went forth of Ae pavilion, and he turned 
and saw her sibling sighs would mdt the rock and weeping 
shower-like tears; whereupon he for bve was sunken in the «a or 
desobtion and improvised these couplets, 

"O my Iwart'l dcaittf gnaws my miicry • Fran the sacs* of love, and what: 
cure for im? 

By thy face, hke dawn when it bgbt* the duk, • And thy hair wnoee hue 
beareth night-tides blet, ^ 

And thy form like the branch which to. grace inclines • To Zephyr a* breath 
blowing fain and free, - 

By the glance of thine eye* Ukt the fawn'* soft gase, * when she view* 
pvnsuer of high degree, 


‘ Artli, "Khri'i Itt- - vff j»wi or ijd&bei«L 

■ Amb. "Stiioiil"— iht wih wind. 




Ajudiasjiir. and Hat at al-Nufus. 


H9 

And tby waiac down borne by the wei^ of hipa, * These to havy and 
that bdiitig gravity. 

By the wine of thy lipAiew, the sweetest, of diinh, • fresh water and mualc 
in its punty, 

O ga=cUe of the tribe, ease tny sool of grief, • And grant me ihy phannan 
in sleep to seel" 

Now when she heard bis verses in praise oi her, she turned back 
to him and embracing him, with a heart on fire for the anguish 
of severance^ fire which naught save kissesi and embraces might 
quend^ cried, “‘Sooth the byword saith. Patience is for a lover 
and not the lack thereof. There is no hdp for it but 1 contrive a 
means for our reunion.'' Then she farewelkd him and fared 
forth, knowing not where she set her feet, for stress of her love; 
nor did she stay her steps till she found herself in her own 
chamber. When she was gone, pasriem and lovedonging re¬ 
doubled upon the young P^ce and the delight of sleep was 
forbidden him , and the Princess in her turn tasted not food and 
her patience failed and she sickened for desire. As soon as 
dawned the day, she sent for the nurse, who came and found her 
condition chong^ and she cried, ^'Question me not of my case; 
for all i suffer is due to thy handiwork. Where is the beloved of 
my heart?" "O my la-dy, when did he Icav^e thee? Hath he 
been absent from thee more than this night? * Can I endure 
absence from him an hour? Come, find some means to b^g us 
together speedily, for ray soul is like to flee my body. O ray 
lady, have patience till 1 contrive thee some subtle device, 
whereof none shall be ware." *’By the Great God, except thou 
bring him to me this very day, 1 will tdi the IGng that thou hast 
corrupted rae, and he wili cut off thy head! I conjure 
by Allah , have patience with me, for this is a dangerous matter!" 
And die nurse humbled herself to her, till she granted her three 
days' delay, saying, "O ray nurse, the three days will be three 
years to rae; and if the fourth day pass and thou bring him not, 
I will go about to shy thee." So the old woman Idt her and 
lecumed to her lodging, where she abode till the morning of the 
fourth day, when she summoned the tirewomen of the town^ and 
sought of them fine dyes and rouge for the painting of a vi^in 
girl and adorning; and they brought her cosmetics of the best. 
Then she sent for the Prince and, opening her chest, broumt out a 
bundle containing a suit of woman's apparel, worth five thous^d 
dinars, and a head'kerchief fringed with all manner gems. Then 
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said she to him, "O my son, hast thou a mind to foregather with 
Hayat al'Nufus?”; and he rcpUcd, ‘“Yes.'* * So she took a pair of 
twcesers and pulled out the hairs of his lace and pcnc^ed his 
eyes with Kohl.' Then she stripped him and painted him with 
Henna“ from his naik to his shoulders and from his insteps to his 
thighs and tattooed* him about the body, till he was l^e red 
roses upon alabaster slabs. After a little, she washed him and 
dried him and bringing out a shift and a pair of petticoat troufiere 
made him put them on. Thot she clad him in the royal suit 
aforesaid and, binding the kerchief about his head, veiled him 
and taught him how to walk, saying, “Advance thy left and 
draw kick thy right." He did her bidding and forewent her, as 
he were a Houri faring abroad from Paradise, Then said she 
to him, “Fortify thy heart, for thou art going to the King's 
palat^ where there will without fail be guards and eunuchs at 
the gate; and if thou be startled at them and show doubt or 
dread, they will suspect thee and examine thee, and we shall 


* An Cifl«f»tinn well tlocnbecl bj JuVcnat^ 

[]h fiijTcfdnum^ mcHficA fuMne uctum, 

ObUqtii producii ftcti, Emuenret 

A ocukit. 

ScEJimnl b chapt^ jn^ > Jtuidy that this pendUIng the of 

the <yo wirii Koh3, which the old cride itJqai/<UiX or makes 

ippcAT lar^c end raom oblcR^; and I hame iwtoJ that the rn«ltm Egrpnaii (ctpcciaJiT 
C^c) eyct lihe tJis.t of tlie Sphinx eml ihe old kraki in prdilF at if k were icen ia 

full (Plljttlmflfici. 214.) 

* The ixitie iravttUcr nat=» * tsnguJar in the Hwmfuflower iJiat whtia 

closely it oxhfllei e ”vcfy powerful spcrtnmic bcncc at became a hivmtnte with 

Wornen ai the tca-i™ wlih iii^ He 5itdi k on the nailiof fnKmfracf^ mil likniifie* it with 
iJif jtupfiM of ihc snacM Greeka (the izicNlcriia dll it Kcneor Kcna.} end the 

(Botrui cypn} of Sohmion^a Semg (i. 14). The Hcbr^ ii ‘^Copher," a weH- 
fcnrrwn w-ird which the A. V. fraiulate^ b> **a duiter of cemphlix (?) Ln the vioeT^d* of 
anJ a note on It. 13 inqitly **(rr^ cypreet.^' 'nie Rempd Edit, iincnda if 
to B ciuatjef of hennas The Sokimcmlc (f) cfpscnptinn li very correct; ihe ihrub 

oflbcn sincyai^i. and about Eoinliiy fiumt fine JwdBeswklth cam be smeh from * c^stsmoe, 
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n«dt«} and 11 lo paintiri® ''pnfchc**" of htuc ur grecH colour^ with tprlsi muI 

Arub»qucA upon t^ ann* anil ctpcdtlilf tfic hreajis of wojnen. ‘^Kitaba^ would aiso 
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(Line M. t chipf. ii*); and we may note that and birbariani lea« uotkiog 

of beauty mmiioitHal; they sem to hate 1 itUm auctEiee like the Hmihi ialwcfimith» wkaio 
u% ii Bhwn only in rhi i vint- 
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both get into grievous trouble and haply lose our lives: where' 
fore an thou feel thyself unable to this, tell me." He answered. 

In very sooth diis thing hath no temarB for me. so be of good 
cheer and keep thine eyes cool and ckar." Thm she went out 
preceding him till the twain came to the palacc-gate, which was 
full of eunuchs. She turned and looked at him, as much as to 
say, "Art thou trembled or nor’ and finding him all unchanged, 
went on. The chief eunuch glanced at the nurse and knew her 
but, seeing a damsel following her, whose charms confounded 
^e reason, he said in his mind, "As for the old woman, she 
u the nutse; but as for the girl who is with her there ts none 
in our land resembleth her in favour or approacheth her in 
fairness save the Princess Haj-at al-Nufus, who is seclud^ and 
never goeth out. Would I knew how she came mto the streets 
and would Heaven I wot whether or no 'twas by leave of the 
King!" Then he rose to learn somewhat concerning her and 
well nigh thirty castratos followed him; which when the old 
woman saw, her reason fled for fear and she said, ‘'Verily, we 
are Allah s and to Him we shall return! %^ithout lecourse 

we are dead folk this time."--And Shahrazad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say, 

®&ctt I't toaii flje ^cben Jbunbrtb anb lEijirtp-ffifrti 

She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the dd nurse saw* die head of the eunuchry and h4 a ssi stants 
making for her she was in mcceeding fear and cried, “There is no 
Majesty and there is no Might save in Allah, the Gbrious, the 
Great! Verily we arc Go^s and unto him we shall return; 
without recourse we be dead folk this time." When the head 
eunuch heard her speak thus, fear gat hold u^n him, by reason 
of that which he knew of the Princess’s vicience and that her 
father was ruled by her, and he said to himself, "Belike the King 
hath commanded the nurse to carry his daughter forth upon 
Mine occasion of hers, whereof she would have none know; and 
if I oppose her, she will be wroth with me and vvill say, "This 
eunudi fellow stopped me, that he might pry into my affairs/ 
^ ahe will do her best to kill me, and I have no call to nutddk 
in this matter." So saying, he turned back, and with him the 
thirty assistants who drove the people from the door of the 
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palace; whercupou the nurse entered and saluted the eunuchs 
with her head, whilst all the thirty fitood to do her honcur and 
returned her salam. She led in the Prince and he ceased not 
following her from door to door, and the l^otcctor protected 
them, so that they passed all the guards, till they came to the 
seventh dcsor: it was that of the ^eat pavilion, wherein was 
the ^ng s throne* and it communicated with the chaml^ of 
bis women and the saloons of the Hanm, as well as with his 
daughter*s paxilioii. So the old woman halted and said, "Here 
we are, O my son* and glory be to Him who hath brought us 
thus far in safety! But, O my eon, we cannot foregather with 
the I^ncess except by night; for night enveileth the feaHuL" 
He replied, “True, but wmt is to be done?” Quoth she, “Hide 
thee in this bla^ hole,” showing him behind the door a dark and 
d^ dstem, with a cover thereto. So he entered the cistern, 
and she went away and left him there till ended day, when she 
returned and carried him into the palace, till they came to the 
door of Hayat al-Nufus's apartment. T^e old woman knocked 
and a little maid came out and said, "'Who is at the door?” 
Said the nurse, "Tis i,” whereupon the maid returned and 
craved permission of her lady, who said, “Open to her and let 
her come in with any who may accompany her.” So they 
entered and die nurse, casting a glance around, perceived that 
the Princess bad made ready the sitting^chamb^ and 
the lamps in row and lighted candles of wax in chandeL'ers of 
gold and silver and spread the divans and estrades with carpets 
and cushions. Kforeover, she had set on trays of food and 
fruits and confections and she had perfumed the place with 
musk and aloes-wood and ambergris. She was seated among 
the lamps and the tapers and the ught of her face outshone the 
lustre of them all. When she saw the old woman, ^ said to 
her, “O nurse, where is the beloved of my heart? ; and the 
other replied, "O my lady, 1 cannot find him nor have mine 
eyes espied him; but 1 have brought thee his own sister; and 
here she is.” Cried the Princess, "Ait thou Jinn-mad? What 
need have I of his sister? Say me, an a man’s head irk mm, 
doth he bind up his hand?” The old woman answered, “No, 
by Allah, O my lady! But look on her, and if she pleasra 
thee, let her be with thee." Then she uncovered the Prince s 
face, whereupon Hayat al'Nufus knew him and running to him, 
pressed him to her bosom, and he pressed her to his breast. 
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Then they both fell down in r swoon and lay without sense a 
long while. The old woman spnnkied rose-water upon them 
dll they came to tliein5elve:3, when she kissed him cm the mouth 
more than a thousand times and improvised these couplets, 

''Sought me duB hearths dor love at gl-nom of tdght; * [ ro$e in honour tdl 
he forthright, 

And said, *0 of mme:^ □ sole * In ^uch nigbt'viait host d gtiiirds 
no fright?' 

ElepKed he, "Yes, 1 feired much, hut Love * iLohbed me of all my wits and 
reft my fiprite.^ 

VVe c!»p t with kisses and awhile dung we, * For hene ^twaj safe; nor feajred 
we wabchmaJi^ wight: 

Then rose we puting widionz doubtful deed * And shook out skim where 
none 2. could 

——And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to 
say her permitted say. 


eShm it teas Arbeit ^untrrtb anb ^ight, 

She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspidom King, that when 
her lover visited Hayat al^Niifus in her palace, the twain embraced 
and she improvised some happy couplets beseeming the occasion. 
And when she had ended her extempore lines she said* *^Is it 
indeed true that I see thee in my ab^e and that thou art my 
cup-mate and my familiar?” Then passion grew on her and love 
grievous to her, sq that her reason wcU-nigh fled for joy and 
she improvised these couplets^ 

'"With aU my eoul Til raniofn him who came to me in ghom • Of nighti 
whilst X lud wdted Inng to his figure loom; 

And naught Ajo\^$cd mt his w«pma voace of tender tone • And whis¬ 
pered I, Tair fall thy foot and and well comeF 

Hift check I kiss&d a thousand timEs, and yet a thousand mofc; ♦ Then dipt 
and clung about hta brcajt cnvidled in darkling idchh- 
And critsd, 'Now verily IVc won the aim of every wish * So praise and 
pravOT to Allah for this grace now belt become-" 

Then slept wc even as would th^ goodliest of flight • Till momuig 
came to end our night and light up earth with bloom/' 

As soon as it was day, she made him enter a place in her apart' 
ment unknown to any and he abode there til! nightfall, when she 
brought him out and they sat in converse and carouse. Presently 
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he 6aid to her, “I wish to tettim to my cpwn country and tell my 
father what hath passed between us, that he may eqtilp 
Wazir to demand thee in marriage of thy sire/* She rtpDed, “O 
my love, I fear, an thou return to thy country and kingdom, thou 
wilt be distracted from me and forget the love of me; or that 
thy father will not further thy wishes in this matter and I shall 
die. Meseems the better rede were that thou abide with me and 
in my hand'grasp, I looking on thy face, and thou on mine, tfll 
I devise some ptan, whereby we may escape together some night 
and flee to thy country; for 1 have cut off my hopes from my own 
people and I despair of thenu" He rejoined, **1 hear and obey;" 
and they fell again to their carousal and conversing. He tarried 
with her thus for some titue till , one night, the wine was pleasant 
to rhgm and they lay not down nor <fid they sleep till break of 
day. Now it chanced that one of the Kings sent her father a 
present, and amongst other things, a necklace of union jewels, 
nine^anchtwcnty grains, to whose price a King's treasures might 
not suffice. Quoth AW ai-Kadir, "This riviere beseemeth none 
but my daughter Hayat al Nufus/’ and, turning to an eunuch, 
whose jaw-teeth the Princess had knocked out for reasons best 
known to herself,^ be called to him and said, "Carry the necklace 
to thy lady and say to her, ‘One of the Kings hath sent thy 
father this, as a present, and its price may not be paid with 
money; put it on thy neck,’" The slave took the necklace, 
saying in hlmtelf, “Albli Almighty make it the last thing she 
shall put on in this world, for that ^ deprived me of the bme£t 
of my grinder'teeth!"; and repairing to the Princess’s apart' 
ment, found the door locked and the old woman asleep before the 
threshold. He shook her, and she awoke in affright and asked, 
"What dost thou want?"; to which he answer^, "The King 
hath sen: me on an errand to his daughter.” Quoth the nurse, 
"The key is not here, go away, whilst I fetch it;" but quoth 
he, ‘T cannot go back to the King without having done his 


* A vtolrat firnper,! orcDompAnicd with tviis mid f*crlijnjil -^IcnCE* u by fto in 
rile Eiutnn princesses; md tcidblc laid aic tpliiin PcfiiA CiiA£zrtlJtl|{ the ditusb- 
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)tPiiQs pewns twd thsi U i« the z^sm of ihis eunudirj. 





ArDASHIEL AiJD Havat AL'NuFUS. 


oommandment." So she went awajf^ as if to fetch the key; but 
fear oxertook her and she sought safety in flight Tlien the 
eunuch awaited her awKiie; then, finding she did not return, he 
feared that the King would be angry at his delay; so he rattled 
at the door and shook it, whereupon the bolt gave way and the 
leaf opened. He entered and passed on, till he came to the seventh 
door and walking in to the Frincesss chamber found the place 
splendidly furnished and saw candles and flagons there. At this 
q)ectade he marvelled and going dose up to the bed, which was 
curtained by a hanging of silk, embroidered w'lth a net-work of 
jewels, drew back me curtain from before the Princess and saw 
her steeping with her arms about the neck of a young man hand- 
somcr than herself; w'hereat he magnified Allah Almighty, who 
had created such a youth of vile water, and said, “How goodly 
be this fashion for one who hateth menl How came she ^ rbi s 
fellow? Methinks *twas on his account that she knocked out 
my back teeth 1“ Then he drew the curtain and made for the 
door; but the King's daughter awoke in affright and seeing the 
eunuch, w-hose name was Kafur, called to him. He made her no 
answer; so she came down from the bed on the estrade; and 
catching hold of his skirt laid it on her head and kissed bis feet, 
saying, “Vefl. what Allah veikth!" Quoth he, "May Allah not 
veil thee nor him who w^ould veil thee! Thou didst knock out 
my grinders and saidst to me, 'Let none mate mention to me 
aught of men and their ways!' " So saying, he disengaged him' 
self from her grasp and running out, locked the door on them 
and set another eunuch to guard it. Then he went in to the King 
who said to him "Hast mou given the neddacc to Hayat al- 
Nufus?" The eunuch replied, “By Allah, thou deservest 
altogether a better fate;" and the fong asked, "What hath 
happened? Tell me quickly;” whereto he answered, “I will not 
tell thee, save in private and between our eyes,” but the King 
retorted, saying, 'Tell me at once and in public," Cried the 
eunuch, "Then grant me immunity," So the King threw him 
the kerchief of immunity and he said, “O King, I went into the 
IVincess ihiyat al'Nufus and found her asleep in a carpeted 
chamber and on her bosom was a ynoung man. So I locked the 
door upon the two and came back to dice." When the King 
heard these words he started up and taking a sword in his 
hand, cried out to the Rais of the eunuchs, sa^g, ‘Take thy 
lads and gp to the Princsss's chamber and bring me her and 
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him who is with her as they twain lie on the bed; but oova 

them both up^-And Shahmad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased saying her permitted say. 


Stbrn it bmse ^eUen attb ^igbt. 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the King commanded the head eunuch to take his lads and to 
fetch and set before him Hayat al'Nufua and him who was with 
ber, the chief and his men entered the Princess’s apartment 
where he found her standing up, dissolved in ratling tears, and 
the Ptince by her side; so he said to them, “Lie down on the 
bed, as thou wast and let him do likewise,” The King’s daughter 
f eaii pd for her lover‘ and said to him, "This is no time for 
resistance." So they both lay down and the eunuchs covered 
them up and carried the twain into the Kmg s presence. Therer 
upon Abd ai'Kadir pulled off the coverings and the Princess 
sprang to her feet. He looked at her and would have smitten 
her neck; but the Prince threw himself on the father's breast, 
spying, "The fault was not hers but mine only: kill me before 
thou killest her." The King made at him, to cut him down, but 
Hayat al'Nufus cast hersdf on her father and said, "Kill me 
not him; for he is the son of a great King, lord of ail the land 
in its length and breadth." When the King heard this, he turned 
to the Chief Wazir, who was a gathering'place of all that is evil, 
and said to him, “What sayst thou of this matter, O Minister^” 
Quoth his Wazir, "What T say is that all who 6nd themselves in 
such case as this have need of lying, and there is nothing for it 
but to cut off both their head^ after torturing them with all 
man ner of tortun^." Hereupon the King called his sworefee of 
vengeance, who came with his lads, and said to him, 'Take this 
gallows bird and strike off bis head and after do the like with 
thk harlot and bum their bodies, and consult me not about them 
a second time,” So tbe headsman put his hand to her back, to 
take ber; but the King cried out at him and cast at him some- 
what he hent in hand, which had wdl'nigh killed him, aying, 
"O dog, how durst thou show ruth to chose with whom I am 
wroth? Put thy band to her hair and drag her along by it, so that 


* A nai iCFuch; ihe WAS thoTough^bred (9 CArt (ar bcrsclf £m. 
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sht may fall on her {ace.*' Accordingly he haled her by her hair 
and the Prince in like manner to the place of blood, where lie tore 
off a piece of his skirt and therewith bound the Prince's eyes 
putting the Princess last, in the hope that some one would inter' 
cede for her. Then, having made ready the Prince he swung his 
sharp sword three times (whilst all the troops wept and prayed 
Allah to send them deliverance by some intercessor), and raised 
his hand to cut off Ardashir s head when, behold, there arose a 
cloud of dust, that spread and flew till it veiled the view. Now 
the cause thereof was that when the yoimg Prince had delayed 
beyond measure, the King, his sire, bad levi^ a mighty host and 
had marched with it in person to get tidings of 1^ son. Such 
was his case; but as regards King Abd al'Kadir, when he saw 
th is , he said, "O wights, what is the meaning of yonder dust that 
dimmeth sights?” TTic Grand Waair sprang up and went out to 
red^nnoitre and found behind the doud men like locusts, of whom 
no count could be made nor aught avail of aid, filling the hQls and 
plains and valleys. So he returned with the report to the King, 
who said to him. ‘*Go down and learn for us what may be this 
host and the cause of its inarching upon our country. Ask also 
of their commander and salute him for me and enquire the reason 
of bis coining. An he came in quest of aught, we will aid him, 
and if he have a blooddeud with one of the Kings, we will ride 
with him: or, if he desire a gift, we will handsel him; for this is 
indeed a numerous host and a power uttermost, and we fear for 
our land from its mischief/' the Minister went forth and 
walked among the tents and troopers and body-guards, and ceased 
not faring on from the first of the day till near sundown, when he 
came to the warders with gilded swords in tents star'studded. 
Passing these, he made his way through Emire and Waairs and 
Nabol^ and Chamberlains, to the pavilion of the Sultan, and 
found him a mighty King. When the King’s officers saw him, they 
cried out to him , saying, '^Kiss ground! Kiss ground!"’* He did so 
and would have risen, but they cried out at him a second and a 
third time. So he kissed the earth again and again and raised his 
head and would have stood up, but fell down at full length for ex¬ 
cess of awe. When at last he was set between the hands of the King 
he said to him , “Allah prolong thy days and increase thy sovianty 
and exalt thy rank, O thou auspicious King! And furthermore. 


* Hbr tKc groojid or earth z'eilty kLueiL 
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of a truth, King Ahd al'KatUr saluteth thee and kisseth the earth 
before thee and asketh on what weighty business thou art come. 
An thou seek to avenge thee for blo^ on any King, he will take 
horse in thy sen.'ice; or, an thou come in quest of aught, wherein 
it is in his powCT to help thee, he stantleai up at thy service on 
account thereof,” So Ardashirs father replied to the Waiir, 
saying, ”0 monger, return to thy lord and tell him that the 
most mighty King Sayf al'A’asam Shah, Lord of Shiran, had a 
son who hath been long absent from him and news of him have 
not come and all traces of iiim have been cut off. An he be in 
this city, he wiU take him and depart From you^ but, if aught have 
befallen him or any miscliief have ensued to him from you, his 
father wdl lay waste your land and make spoil of your goods and 
slay your men and seite your women. Return, therefore, to thy 
lord in haste and tell him this, ere evil befal him." Answered the 
Minister, “To hear is to obeyl" and turned to go away, when the 
Chamberlains cried out to him, saying, "''^iGss graundl Kisa 
ground!" So he kissed the ground a score of times and rose 
not till his lifehreatfa was in his nostrib.' Then he left the King s 
high court and returned to the city, full of anxious thought con- 
cemmg the affair of this King and the muldtude of his troops, 
md going in to King Abd al-Kadir, pale with fear and trembling 
in his side-musdcs, acquainted him with that had befallen him; 

-'And Shahra^d perceived the dawn of day and to say 

her permitted say. 


IBhfn it man tfje Btiitn ©unbeth anb Cfjirlp-siixtli iJight, 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Waiir 
returned from the court of the Great King, pale with fear and 
with side-muscles quivering for dread exce^ng; and acquainted 
bis lord with that had befallen him. Hereat disquietude and 
terror for himself and ibr his people laid hold upon him and he 
said to the Minister, “O Waiir, and who is this Kings son?" 
RepLed the other, " Tis even he wham thou badest put to death, 
but praised be Allah who hastened not his slaughter! Else had 
his father wasted our lands and spoiled our good." Quoth the 
King "See now' thy corrupt judgment, in that thou didst counsd 


^ Corrc^ruiihf with *ur phruc^ "Rii htsirt msa in bla oidudi.'’ 
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us to fila7 hini! V^ere is the young maj^, the son of yonder 
inagnanimoius King?" And quo^ the Waiir, “O mighty King, 
thou didst command him be put to death." When the King hear^ 
this, he was dean distraught and cried out from his heart’s core 
and in-most of head, saymg, “Woe to you! Fetch me the Heads' 
man forthright, iest death fall on himl" So they fetched the 
Sworder and he said, "O King of the Age, J have smitten off his 
head even as thou badcst me." Cried Abd al'Kadir ““O dog, an 
this be true, I will assuredly send thee after hhn.“ The Heads- 
man replied, "O King, thou didst command me to slay him with- 
out consulting thee a second dme." Said the King, “1 was in my 
wrath; but speak the truth, ere thou lose thy LTe;'* and said the 
Sworder, "O King, he is yet in the chains of life," At this Abd 
al'Kadir rejoiced and his heart was set at rest; then he t^ed for 
Ardashir, and when he came, he stood up to receive him and kissed 
his mouth, saying, "O my son, 1 ask pardon of Allah Almighty 
for the wrong 1 have done thee, and say thou not aught that may 
lower my credit with thy sire, the Great King/' The Prince asked 
"O King of the Age, and where is my father?" and the other 
answered, “He is come hither on thine account" Thereupon 
tjuoth Ardashir, "By thy worship, I will not stir from before thee 
till 1 have cleared my honour and the honour of ^y daughter 
from that which thou laidest to our charge; for she is a pure 
virgin. Send for the midwives and let them examine her before 
thee. An they £nd her maidenhead gone, 1 give thee leave to 
shed my blood; and If they £nd her a clean maid, her innocence 
of dishonour and mine also will be made manifest." So he sum- 
moned the midwives, who examined the Princess and found her a 
pure \'irgin and so told the King, seddng largesse of him. He 
gave them w'hat they sought, putting off his royal robes to bestow 
on them, and in like manner he was boimtiful to all who were in 
the Harim. And they brought forth the scent-cups and perfumed 
all the Lords of estate and Grandees; and not one but rejoiced 
with exceeding joy. Then the King threw his arms alwut Arda- 
slur's neck and entreated him w-ith all worship and hoiiour, bidding 
his chief eunuchs bear him to the bath. When he came out, he 
cast over his shoulders a costly robe and crowned him with a 
coronet of jcrvels; he also girt Irim with a girdle of silk, purfled 
with red gold and set with pearls and gems, and mounted him on 
one of his noblest mares, with seUe and trappings of gold inlaid 
with pearls and jewels. Then he bade his Grandees and Captains 
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mount an his service and escort him to his father’s pre^«; and 
charged him tell his sire that King Abd al-K adir was at his disposal, 
beaitcning tt> and obeying him in whatso he should bid or forbid, 
will not fail of this," answered Ardashir and tarewdling him, 
repaired to his father who, at sight os him, was transported for 
d^ght and springing up, advanced to meet him and embraced 
him, whilst joy and ghtlncss spread among all the host of the 
Great King. Then came the Waiirs and Chamberlains and 
Captains and guards and kissed the ground before the Prince and 
rejoiced in his coming: and it was a great day with them for 
enjoyment, for the King’s son gave leave to those of King Abd 
al'Kadir’s officers who had accompanied him and others of the 
townsfolk, to view' the ordinance of his father s host, without let 
or stay, so they know the multitude of the Great King's 

troops and the might of his empire. And all who had seen him 
selling stu^s in the lincndrapers' ha:;ar marvellEd Imw his soul 
could have consented thereto, considering the nobility of liis spirit 
and the loftiness of his dignity: but it was his love and indination 
to the King's daughter that to this had constrained him, Mean' 
while, news of the multitude of her lover's troops came to Hay at 
al'Nufus, who was sriU jailed by her sire's commandment, till they 
knew what he should order respecting her, W'hcther pardon and 
release or death and burning; and she looked down from the 
terracc'roof of the palace and, turning towards the mountains, saw 
even these covered w'ith armed men. When she beheld all those 
warriors and knew that they were the amy of Ardashir's father, 
she feared lest he should be diverted from her by his sire and 
forget her and depart from her, whereupon her father would slay 
her. So she called a handmaid chat vvas with her in her apartment 
by way of serc'ice, and said to her, "Go to Ardashir, son of the 
Gnrat King, and fear not. When thou comest into his presence, 
kiss the ground before him and tell him what thou art and say to 
him , ‘My lady salutcth thee and would have thee to know that 
she is a prisoner in her fathers palace, awaiting his sentence, 
whether he be minded to pardon her or put her to death, and she 
beseecheth thee not to forget her or forsake her; for tCKday thou 
art all'powerful: and, in W'hatso thou commandcst, no man dare 
cross tbec. Wherefore, an it seem good so thee to rescue her from 
her sire and take her with thee, it were of thy bounty, for indeed 
she endureth all these trials for thy sake. But, an this seem not 
good CO dice, for that thy desire of her is at an end, stili speak to 
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thy arc, so haply he may intercede for W with her father and he 
depart not, tiU he have made him set her free and taken surety 
from and made covenant with him. that he will not go about Co 
put her to death nor work her aught of harm. This is her last 
word to thee, may Allah not desolate her of thee, and so The 

Peace!'-And Shahratad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 


ffibrn it tuafi the ^eben l^nnhreb anb fEbirtp-sebeitth 

She continued. It hath reached me. O auspicious King, that the 
bondmaid sent by Hayat al-Nufus made her way to Ardashir and 
delivered him her lady's message, which when he heard, he w'ept 
with sore weeping and said to her, "Know that Hayat ahNufus 
b my mistress and that I am her slave and the captive of her love. 
I have not forgotten what was between us nor the bitterness of 
the parting day: so do thou say to her, after thou hast kissed her 
feet, that I will speak with my father of her, and he shall send his 
Wazir, who sought her aioretime in marriage for me, to demand 
her hand once more of her sire, for he dare not refuse. So, if he 
fiend to her to consult her, let her make no opposition; for I wiB 
not return to my country without her." Then the handmaid 
returned to Hayat al-MufuS; and, kissing her hands, delivered to 
her the message, which when she heard, she wept for very joy and 
returned to Almighty Allah. Such was her case: but as 

regards Ardashir, he was alone with his father that night and the 
Great King (questioned him of his case, whereupon he told him all 
that had befallen him, 6rst and last, Then quoth the King, 
"What wilt thou have me do for thee, O my son? An thou 
desire Abd al'Kadir's ruin, I wiE lay waste his lands and spoil his 
hoards and dishonour his house." Replied Ardashir, “I do not 
desire that, O my father, for he hath done nothing to me deserving 
thereof; but I wish for union with licr; wherefore 1 beseech thee 
of thy favour to make ready a present for her father (but let 
it be a magnificent gift!) and send it to him by thy Minister, 
the man of just judgment," Quoth the King, "I hear and 
consent;” and sending for the treasures he had laid up from 
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time past, brought out all manner prsciom things and showed 
them to liis son. who was pleased with them. Then he called 
his Wazir and bide him bear the present with him' to King Abd 
al'Kadtr and demand his daughter in marriage for Ardashir, 
saying, “Accept the present ana return him a reply.” Now irom 
the time of Ardashir's departure, King Abd al'i^dir had 
troubled and ceased not to be lieavy at heart, fearing the laying 
waste of his reign and the spoiling of his realm; when behold) 
tfe Waair came in to him and saluting him, kissed ground before 
^ standing and received him with honour; but 

toe Klinister made haste to fall at his feet and kissing them cried, 
“Pardon, O King of the Agef The like of thee should not rise 
to the like of me, for I am the least of serA-ants" slaves. Know, O 
King, that Prince Ardashir liath act^uainted his father with some 
of the tavours and kindnesses thou hast done him, wj^refore he 
thanked) thee and sendeth thee in compfiny of thy servant who 
standeth before thee, a present, saluting thee and wishing thee 
csp^ial blessings and prosperities.” Abd al'Kadir cnulti not 
beliet e what he heard of the excess of his fear, till the Wazir 
laid the present before him, when he saw it to be such gift as 
no money could purchase nor could one of the Kings of the 
earth avail to the like thereof; wherefore he was behtded in his 
own e>'cs and springing to his feet, praised Almighty Allah and 
glorified Him and thanked the Prince. Then said the Minister 
to him, "O noble King, give ear to my word and know that 
the Great King sendeth to thcc, desiring thine alliance, and I 
come to thee seeking and cra\'mg the liand of thy daughter, the 
diaste dame and treasured gem Hayat abNufus, in wedlock for 
his son Ardashir, wherefore, if thou consent to this proposal and 
accept of^him, do thou agree with me for her inarriage-portion.** 
Abd al'Kadir hearing these words replied, “I hear and ob^. 
For my part, I make no objection, and nothing can be more 
pleasurable to me; but the girl is of full age and reason and her 
affair is m her o\to hand. So be assured that I will refer it to 
her and she shall choose for herself.” Tlicn he turned to the chief 
eunuch ^d bade him go and acquaint the Princess with the 
event. So he repaired to the Harim and, kissing the Princess's 
hands, acquainted lurr with the Great Kings offer adtfcg, “What 
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sayest thou in answer?" "I hear and I obey," replied she.- 

And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say 
her permitted say. 


if tnas the S»rbcn atth 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious ICing, that the 
chief eunuch of the Harim having infom^ed the Princess how she 
had been demanded in marriage by the Great King smd having 
heard her reply, “I hear and I obey," returned therewith to the 
King and gave him this answer, whereat he rejoiced with exceeding 
joy and, calling for a costly robe of honour, threw it over the 
Waair s should^, Furtbcnnorc, he ordered him ten thousand 
dinars and bade ium carry the answer to the Great King and 
crave leave for him to pay him a visit. "Hearing and obeying," 
answered the hlinister; and, returning to bis master, delivered him 
the reply and Abd al^Kadir s message, and repEated all their talk, 
whereat he rejoiced gready and Ardashir was transported lor 
delight and his breast broadened and he w^as a most happy man. 
King Sayf al'A'a^am also rave King Abd al'Kadir leave to come 
forth to visit him; so, on uie morrow, be took horse and rode to 
the camp of tire Great King, who came to meet him and ssludng 
him, seated him in the place of honour, and gave him welcome^ 
and they two sat whilst Ardashir stood before them. Then arose 
an orator of the King Abd al'Kadir’s court and pronounced an 
eloquent discourse, giving the Prince joy of the attainment of liis 
desire and of his marriage with the Princess, a Queen among 
King s daughters. When he sat down the Great King caused 
bring a chest full of pcarb and ^ms, together with fifty mousand 
dinars, and said to King Abd al'Kadir, "I am my son's deputy in 
all that concemeth this matter.’* So Abd al'Kadir acknowledged 
receipt of the niarriage'pfution and amongst the rest, fifty thou' 
sand dinars for the nupt^ festivities; after which they fetched the 
Katis and the witnjesses, who wrote out the contract of marriage 
between the Prince and PrincesSi and it was a notable day, wherein 
all lovers made merry and all haters and enviers were mortified. 
They spread the marriagc'feasts and banquets and lastly Ardashir 
went in unto the Princess and found her a jewel which had been 
hidden, an union pearl unthridden and a filly that none but he 
had ridden, so he notified this to his sire. Then King Sayf ab 
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A'azam asked his son^ “Hast thou any wish thou wouldst have 
fulhllcd ere we depart?”: and be answered, *'Yes, O King, know 
that I wou!d fain take my wreak of the Waoir who entr^ted us 
on ex’il wise and the eunuch who forged a iie against us,” So the 
King sent forthright to Ahd al'Kadir, demanding of him the 
Minister and the castrate, whereupon he Jcspatched them both 
to him and he commanded to hang them over the city gate. 
After this, they abode a little while and tlien sought of Abd 
al'Kadir leave for his daughter to equip her for departure. So 
he equipped her and mounted her in a TakHtrawan, a travelling 
litter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and gems and drawn by noble 
steeds. She carried with her all her waiting*women and eunuchs, 
as well as the nurse, who had returned, after her flight, and 
suined her office, Then King Sayf al'A'aiam and his son mounted 
and AJxl al'Kadir mounted also with all the lords of his land, to 
take leave of his son'indaw and daughter; and it was a day to be 
reckoned of die goodUest of days. After they had gone some 
distance, the Great King conjured Abd al'Kadir to turn back* 
so he farewcUed him and his son, after he had strained him to his 
breast and kis^d him between the eyes and thanked Kim for bift 
grace and favours and commended bis daughter to his care. Then 
he went in to the Princess and embraced her; and she kissed his 
hands and they wept in the standing-pUiE^ of parting. After diis 
he returned to his capital and Ardashir and fiis company fared 
on, tdl they reached Shiraz, where they celebrated the marriage^ 
festivities anew. And they abode in all comftnt and solace and 
joyance of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of deh'ghts 
and Severer of societies; the Depop ulator of palaces and the 
Gamerer of graveyards. And men also rdatc the tale of 


JULNAR THE SEA-BORN AND HER SON KING 
BADR BASIM OF PERSIA. 

Tkere was once in days of yore and in ages and times long 
pone before, in Ajamdand, a King Shahi iman* bight, whose abid* 
mg'pbice was Khoras^. He owned an hundred concubines, but by 
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none of them had he been blessed with boon of child, n^ale or 
female, all the days of his life. One day, among the days, he 
bethought him of this and fdl lamenting for that the most part 
of his existence was past and he had not been vouchsafed a son, 
CO inherit the kingdom after him, e\'en as he had uiherited it from 
his fathers and forebears; by reason whereof there betided him 
sore cark and care and chagrin exceeding. As be sat thus one 
of his Mamelukes came in to him and said, "O my lord, at the 
door is a slai'C'^rl with her merchant, and fairer than she eye 
Imth never seen." Quoth the King, “Hither to me with merchant 
and maidi"; and both came in to him. Kow when Sbahtiman 
beheld the girl, he saw that she was like a Rudaynian lance,^ and 
die was wrapped in a veil of gold'purfled silk. The merchant 
uncovered her face, whereupon the place was illumined by her 
beauty and her seven tresses hung down to her anklets like 
hors^' tails. 3ae had Nature'kohl'd eyes, heavy hips and thighs 
and waist of slenderest gi^; her sight healed all maladies 
and quenched the fire of sighs, for she was even as the poet 
cries, 

"I love her madly for she is perfect fair, • Complete in gmviqr and 
wayj 

Nor oveitail nor cwwnhcJTt, the while • Too foil for tniusen an: those hips 
that sway: 

ricr shape is midtoost ‘twixt a*er small and tall; * Nor long to blame nor 
little to gainsay: 

O'erfall her anldm tresses black as night * Vet in her face mplcnds eternal 
day." 

The King seeing her marvelled at her beauty and loveliness, her 
symmetry and perfect grace and said to the merchant, “O Shaykh, 
how much for this maiden?’* Replied the merchant, “O my 
lord, I bought her for two thousand dmars of tlie merckint who 
owned her before myself, since when 1 have tntvdled with her 
three years and she hath cost me, up to the time of my coming 
hither, other three thousand gold pieces: but she is a gift from me 
to thee.” The King robed him with a splendid rol^ of honour 
and ordered him ten thousand ducats, whereupon he kissed his 
hands, thanking him for his bounty and beneficence, and went his 
ways. Then the King committed the damsel to the tirewomen, 
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saying, ^“Amend ye the case of this maiden' and adorn her and 
funiilh her a bower and set her therem.” And he bade his 
chamberlains carry her everything she needed and shut all the 
doors upon her. Now his capital vfherein he dwelt, was called the 
White City and was seated on die seii'shore; so they lodged her 

in a chamber, whose latticed casements overlooked the main.- 

And Shahracad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
permitted say. 


IBttn it dje £>ebcn Jbnnlirch anh IT&irtp-ninth 

She said. It hath reached me, O auapidous King, rfiat the King 
alter taking the maiden, committed her to the tire-women bidding 
them amend ha* * case and set her in a bower, and ordered his 
chamberlains to shut all the doors upon her when they had lodged 
her in a chamber whose latticed casements o%'erIooked the main. 
Then Shahriman went in to her; but she spake not co him neither 
took any note of him." Quoth he, “ Twould seem she hath l>een 
with folk who have not taught her manners.” Then he look^ at 
the damsel and saw her surpassing beauty and loveliness and 
s)’mmetiy and perfect grace, with a face like the rondure of the 
moon at its full or the sim shining in the sheeny sky. So he 
marv^elled at her charms of favour and figure and he praised Allah 
the Creator (magnifred be His might!), after which he walked up 
to her and sat him diATiTi by her side; then he pressed her to his 
bosom and seating her on his thighs, sucked the dew of her lips, 
which he found sweeter than honey, Presently he called for trays 
spread with richest viands of all kinds and ate and fed her by 
mouthfuls, till she had enough; yet she spoke not one word. The 
King began to talk to her and asked her of her name; but she 
abode still silent and uttered not a syllable nor made him any 
answer, neither ceased to hang dawn her head groundwards; an d 
it wqs but the excess of her beauty and loveliness and tlie amoro us 
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grace chat saved her from the roy^ wrath. Quoth be to himself, 
“Glory be to God, the Creator of this girl! How charming ahe 
is, save that she speaketh not! But pertection belongeth only to 
Allah the Most High/’ And he asked the slave^rls whether she 
had spoken, and they said, “From the time of her atming until 
now she hath not uttered a w’ord nor liave we beard her address 
us.” Then be summoned some of his women and concubines and 
bade them sing to her and make merry with her, so haply she 
might speak. Accordingly they pbyed before her all manner 
instruments of music and sports and whac not and sang, till the 
whole company was moved to mirth, e^tcept the damsel, who 
looked at them in silence, but neither laughed nor spoke. The 
King’s breast was straitened; thereupon he dismissed the women 
and abode alone with that damsel; after which he doth^ ^ 
ctotbes and disrobing her with his own hand, looked upon her 
body and saw it as it were a silvern ingot. So he loved her with 
exceeding love and faJhng upon her, took her maidenhead and 
found her a pure virgin; whereat he rejoiced with excessive joy 
and said in liimself, “By Allah, ’tis a wonder that a girl so fair of 
form and face shotild have been left by die merchants a clean maid 
as she is!”' Them be devoted himself altogether to her, heeding 
none other and forsaking all bis concubines and favourites, and 
tarried with her a whole year as it were a single day. Still she 
spoke not till, one morning he said to her (and indeed the love of 
her and lon^g waxed upon him), “O desire of souk, verify 
passion for thee is great witli me, and 1 have forsaken for ^y sake 
all my slave^irls and conoihuies and women and favourites and I 
have made toee my portion of the world and had patience with 
thee a whole year; and now 1 beseech Almighty Allah, of His 
favour, to soften thy heart to me, so thou miyst speak to me. Or, 
an thou be dumb, tell me by a sign, diat I may give up hope of 
thy speech, I pray the Lord (extolled be He!) to vouchsafe me 
by thee a son child, who shall inherit the kingdom after me; for I 
am old and lone and have none to be my heir. Wherefore, Allah 
upon thee, an thou love me, return me a reply,” The damsel 
bov/cd her head awhile in thought, and presently raising it. smiled 
in his face; w'hcreat it seemed to him as if lightning fiJkd the 
chamber. Then she said, “O magnanimou.s liege brd, and 
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\^arous lion, Allah hath answered thy prayer, for I am with 
child by thee and the time of my delivery is near at hand, though 
I tnow not iJf the unborn babe be mak or fofnale,' But, had I not 
conceived by thee, I had not spoken to thee one word/' When 
the King heard her speech, his face shone with joy and gladness 
and he ktsKed her head and hands for excess of delight, saying, 
“Alhamdolillah—laud to Lord—who bach r'ouchsated me the 
things I desired!; first, thy speech, and secondly, thy ti^ngs that 
thou art with child by me," Then he rose up and went tortb from 
her and, seating himself on the throne of his kingship, in an 
ecstasy of happiness, hade his Wasir distribote to tJie poor and 
needy and widows and others an hundred thousand dinars, by way 
of thank'offering to Allah Mos: High and alms on his 
account. The Minister did as bidden by the King who, returning 
to the damsd, sat with her and embraced and pressed her to his 
breast, sayii^, “O my lady, my queen, whose slave I am, prithee 
what was the cause of this thy silenoe? Thou hast been with me 
a whole year, night and day, waking and sleeping, yet hast not 
spoken to me till this day." She replied, '‘‘Hearken, O King of 
the Age, and know that I am a wretched exile, brokeii'heaited and 
far'partcd from my mother and my family and my brother," When 
the King heard her words, he knew her desire and said, "As for 
thy saying that thou arc wretched, there is for such speech no 
ground, inasmuch as my kingdom and good and all I possess are 
at thy service and I also am become thy bondman- but, as for thy 
saying, '1 am parted from my mother and brother and fajmly‘, tell 
me w'here they are and I will send and fetch them to thee." There* 
upon she answered, “Know, then,O auspicious King, thatl amcalled 
Julnar^ the Sea-bom and that my father was of the Kings of the 
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Main. He died and left us his rdgn. but wMe we were ye± 
unsettled, behold, one of the other Kings onoee agamst us and took 
the realm from out hands. 1 have a brother called Salih, my 
mother also is a woman of the sea; but I fell out with my brother 
The Pious* and swore that 1 would throw m>’sdf into the bands 
of a man of the folk of the land. So 1 came forth of the and 
sat down on tlic edge of an island in the moonshine.* 'where a 
passerby found me and, carrying me to his house, besought me of 
iovc'liesse; but 1 smote liim on the head, so that he all but med; 
whcrcupc>n he carri^^U me: fonb and sold me to the merchant from 
whom tliou liadst me, and this was a good man and a virtuousi 
pious, loyal and generous. Were it not that thy heart Itn'ed me 
and that thou pramotedest me over all thy concubines, 1 had not 
remained with thee a single hour, but had cast myself f^rom this 
w'indow into ilie sea and gone to iiiy mother and family; but I ’^s 
ashamed to fare them wards, being with child by thee; for they 
would have deemed evilly of me and would not have credited me 
e\'cn although I swore to them, an 1 told tlrcm that a ^ 
bought me with his gold and made me his portion of the world 
and preferred me over all his wives and every thing that his nghc 
hand possessed. This then is my storj’’ and the Peatt. ■ /^rf 
Shahrarad peredved the dawn of day and ceased to say hex 

permitted say. 


laiifn it teas tfje ^ehm ©uniitcb anb :ffort<ert| ^ight, 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, 'when 
Julnar** the Sea-born, answering the question of King Shahnman 
told him her past from first to last, the King thanked and 
kissed her bcDveen the eyes, saying, “By Allah, O my lady and 
light of mine eyes* 1 cannot bear to be parted from toee one hour, 
and given thou leave me, 1 shall die forthright. What th^ ;s to 
be done?" RepUed she. "O my lord, the time of my delivery 


* Arak "R oI-Kiimur," wMch Ure nsritteM (he iMonlmfit. It to me thu 
the alLiMonh to the Ck™orin Inland*; Init th« m^utI fiKiki *mplv ““"(I . 

*Th= M«. mjaprinit Julntr M Julnii (» (he Sul. iuLr. ti. Lan« * 

luUanir li *n E^rptiiii vulyariero. He h tijlit HupertirtB the «^t« ^'^7 ^ « 

mudnan-; but lb kaji HO ejipiwti eanncttwn with the Ce^^niiii, mienven end 

metrnAid) ipr'^r to him to tie of on infeiim- wJer of the Jinn, twmtd AlXlhi^tuk. the 
Divers, who fty ihnutffi ilr mut m m«lc of fife which at anna wwfo frwn thoir tnotuiu 
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is at hand and my family needs must be present, chat they may 
tCTd me; for the women of the land know not the manner of 
<Md'bcaxing of the women of the sea, nor do the daughters of 
the ocean know the manner of the daughters of the earth; and 
when my j^ple come, I shall be reconciled to them and they will 
K teconcOed to me. Quoth the King, *'iiow do the people of 
me sea walk therein, without bdt^ wetted?"; and quoth she, "O 
King of the Age, we walk in the waters with our eyes open, U do 
ye on the mund, by the blessing of the names graven upon the 
s^'Ting of Solomon David-son (on whom be peace!). But, O 
I^g, when my kith and kin come, I will teiT them how thou 
i^hteat 1110 with thy gold, ^nd entrEated tnt with Idndjiesa 
^d benevolence. It behoveth that thou con&m my words to 
them and that they witness thine estate with their own eyes and 
they leim that thou an a King, son of a King." He rejoined, “O 
my my do what .seeraeth good to thee and what pleaseth thee* 
and I w^consent to thee in all thou wouldst do." The damsel con¬ 
tinued, y es, we walk m the sea and see what is therein and behold 
e sim, ^Doon, stars and sky, as it were on the surface of earth; 
this trketh us naught. Know also that there be many peoples 
m the main and various forms and creatures of all kintfe that are 
on the land, ^d that all that is on the land compared with that 
which IS m the main is but a very small matter," And the Kins 
marvelled at her wor^ Then she pulled out from her bosom 
two bits of Comorin lign-aloes and, kmdling fire in a chafing-dish 
chose flon«^-hat of them and threw it in, then she whistled a bud 
whistle and spake wort^ none understood. Thereupon arose a 
great smoke and she said to the King, who was looking on, "O 
my lord, arise and hide thyself in a doset, that I may ^ow thee 
my brother ^d mother and family, whilst they sec thee not- for 
J design to bring them hither, and thou shalt presently espy a 
wondroi^ thing and shalt marvel at the several creatures and 
sMge shapes whi^ Almighty Allah hath created." So he arose 
wthout smy or d^y and entering a closet, fell a-watching what 
she ^uid do. continued her fumigations and conjurarions 
™ m£ sea foamed and frothed turbid and there rose from it a 
nand^me young man of a bright favour, as he were the moon at 
ite full, with brow flow^-white, cheeks of ruddy light and teeth 
lae the marguerite. He was the likest of all creatures to his 
sister and the tongue of the case spoke in his praise pyp 
couplets. 


JULKAK Tfl& S£A'80H1<] AND HO. $0N. VJl 

“The fttll {Docn gitmitli fterfect ooc* ». mtmth • Bu: thj- face each day we 
see pcrfeittcd. 

And the full moon dwellcth in tingle signi. * But to thn all hearts be a 
dta'cliing stead.** 

After him there came forth of die sea an ancient dame with hair 
speckled gray and five maidens, as they were moons, bran'ng a 
likeness to the damsel hight Julnar, The King looked upon them 
as they all walked upon the face of the water, m they drew near die 
window and saw Julnar, whereupon they knein' her and went in to 
her> She rose to them and met them with joy and gladness, and 
they embraced her and wept with sore weeping. Then said they 
to hcr» ‘’O Jul n ar. how couldst thou leave us tour years, and we 
unknowing of thine abiding place? By Allah the world hath 
been straitened upon us for stress of severance from thee, and we 
have had no delight of food or drink; no, not for one day, but 
have wept with sore weeping night and day for the excess of our 
longing after thee!" Then she fell to kissing the hands of the 
youth her brother and her mother and cousins, and they sat with 
her awhile, questioning her of her case and of what had bedded 
her, as weii as of her present estate. "Know," replied she, “diat, 
when I left you, 1 issued from the sea and sat down on the shore 
of an island, where a man found me and sold me to a merchant, 
who brought me to this dry and sold me for ten thousand dinars 
to the King of the country, who entreated me with honour and 
forsook all nis oincubines and women and favourites for my soke 
and was distracted by me from all he had and all that was in his 
dty," Quoth her brother, "Praised be Allah, who hath reunited us 
with thee! But now, O my sister, 'tis my purpose diat thou arise 
and go with us to our country and people." When the King 
heard these words, his wits fied him for fear lest the damsel accept 
her brother s words and he himself avail not to stay her, albeit be 
loved her passionately, and he became distracted with fear of 
losing her. But Julnar answered, Allah, O my brother, the 
mortm who bought me is lord of this dty and he is a m^hty King 
and a wise man, good and generous with extreme generosity. 
Moreover, he is a personage of great worth and wealth and hadi 
neither son nor daughter. He hath entreated me with honour an d 
done me all manner of favour and kindness; nor, from the day of 
his buying me to this time have 1 heard from him an ill word to 
hurt my heart; but he hath ne\'cr ceased to use me courteously; 
doing nothing save with my counsel, and 1 am in the best of case 
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widi and in the perfection of fair fortune. FurthemiOTet were 
I to leave him, he would perish; for he cannot endure to be parted 
from me an hour; and if 1 left him, 1 also should die, for the 
excess of the love 1 bear him, by reason of his great goodness to 
me during the time of my sojourn with him; for, were my fath^ 
alive, my estate with him would not be like tny estate with this 
great and glorious and puissant potentate. And verily, ye see 
me with child by him and praise be to Allah, who hath made me 
a daughter of the IQngs of the sea, and my husband the mightiest 
of the Kings of the land, and Allah, in ^'cr7 sooth, be hath com' 

pensated me for wbatso 1 lost,”-And Shahrazad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


ii tnasi the ^etien ihttnhrch anh jfortp-fijrsi .^ight. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Julnar the 
Sea-^m told her brother all her tale, adding “AUah hath not cut 
me off, but hath compensated me for whatso 1 bst. Now this 
King hath no issue, mala or female, so I pray the Almighty to 
vouchsafe me a son who shall inherit of this mighty sovran that 
which the Lord bath bestowed upon him of lands and palaces and 
possessions.'" Now when her brother and the daugbeem of her 
unde heard this her speech, their eyes were cooled thereby and 
they said, ”0 Julnar, thou knowest thy value with ua and thou 
wottest the affection we bear thee and ^ou art certihed that thou 
art to us the dearest of all creatures and thou art assured that we 
seek but ease for thee, without travail or trouble. Wherefore, an 
thou be in unease, arise and go with us to our bnd and our folk; 
but, an thou be at thine ease here, in honour and happiness, this 
is our wish and our wiU: for we desire naught save thy welfare in 
any case.*'* Quoth she, “By AUah, 1 am here tn the utmost ease 
and solace and honour and grace!" When the King heard what 
she said, he joyed with a heart set at rest and thank^ her silently 
for this; the bv*e of her redoubted on him and entered his heart' 
core and he knew that she loved him as he loved her and that she 
desired to abide with Eiim, that she might see his child by her. 
Then Julnar bade her women lay the tables and set on all sorts 
of viands, which had been cooked in kitchen under her own eyes. 


* Anbr '* *A\k KjuIEI; A. jWjmLir pliris^^ like tKz Afi^C^nifiTdEk " 





JULNAIL THE SeA-BORK AND PER SON, VJTy 

and fruits and sweetmeats, whereof she ate, she and her kinsfolk. 
But, preseritljf, they said to her, "O J ulnar, thy brd is a stranger 
to us, and we have entered his house, without his leave or wreeting. 
Thou hast ertolled to us his dcelLaice and eke thou hast set 
before us of his victual whereof we have eaten; yet have we not 
companied with hire nor seen him, neither hath he seen us nor 
cotne to our presence and eaten with us, so there might be between 
us bread and sdt," And they all left eating and were wroth with 
her, and £ro issued from their mouths, as from cressets; which 
when the King saw, his wits Hed for excess of fear of them. But 
Julnar arose and soothed them and going to the closet where was 
the King her lord, said to him, “O my lord, hast thou seen and 
heard how I praised thee and extolled thee to my people and hast 
thou noted what they said to me of their desire to carry me away 
with them?" Quoth he, “I both heard and sawN May the 
Almighty ahundwtly requite thee for me! By Allah, 1 knew not 
the measure of ihy fondness until this blessed hour, and now 
1 doubt not of thy love to me!" Quoth she, "O my lord, is the 
reward of kindness aught but kindness? Verily, thou hast dealt 
generously with me and hast entreated me with worship and 1 have 
seen that thou lovest me with the utmost love, and thou hast done 
me all manner of honour and kindness and preferred me above all 
thou bvest and desirest. So how- should my heart be content to 
leave thee and depart from thee, and how should 1 do thus after 
all tliy goodness to me? Bur now I diaore of thy courtesy that 
thou come and salucc my family, so thou mayst see them and they 
thee and pure bve and friendship may be between you; for know, 
O King of the Age, that my brother and mother and cousins love 
thee wi^ exceeding bve, by reason of my praises of thee to 
them, and they say, *We will not depart from thee nor go to 
our homes till we have foregathered with the King and smuted 
him.' For indeed they desire to see thee and make acquaintance 
with thee." The iCing replied, "To hear is to obey, for this is my 
very own wish." So saying, he rose and went in to them and 
saluted them with the goodliest salutation; and they sprang up to 
him and received him with the utmost worship, after which he sat 
down in the palace and ate w'ith them; and he entertained them 
thus for the space of thirty days. Then, being desirous of returning 
home, they took leave of the King and Queen and departed with 
due permission to their own land, after he had done them ail pos^ 
siblc honour. Awhile after this, J ulnar completed the days of her 
VOL VII. 
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E regnancy and the time of her delh'ery bdhg come, she bore i, 
oy, as he the moon at its full; whereat the utmost joy 
hctjded the King, for that he had never in his life been vouchsafed 
or daughter. So they held high fesrival and decorated the 
city sev'cn days, in the extreme of joy and jollity; and on the 
sev’enth day came Queen Julnar's mother, Farishah bight,* and 

brother and cousins, whenas they knew of her delivery.-And 

Shahrazad perceived the light of day and ceased to say her per' 
micted say. 


KHjtn il liiasf He ^rbrn lEliunhrrli anh Jfortp-srconb 

She smd. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that when Julnar 
was brought to bed and was visited by her people, the Kiie 
receiv-cd them with joy at their commg and said to them, said 
that 1 would not give my son a name till you should come and 
name him of your knowledge." So they named him Badr Basim * 
and all agreed upon this name. Then they showed the child to 
his uncle Salih, who took him in his arms and arising began to 
amut the chamber with him in all directions right and left. 
Presently he ciirricd him forth ol the palace and going dowTi to 
the salt^ fared on with him, till he was hidden from the King's 
sight. Now when ShaJirwnan saw him take h« son and disappear 
with him m the depth of the sea, he gave the child up for lost and 
m to weeping and wailing; but Julnar said to him, King of 
the A^, fciu not, neither grie\‘e for thy son, for I love my child 
more than thou and he is with my brother; so reck thou not of 
we sea ndth^ fear for him drowning. Had my brother known 
that au^t ot harm would betide die little one, he had not done 
this deed; and he wiU presently bring thee thy son safe. Inshallah 
an it please the Almighty’. Nor was an hour past before the 
became turbid imd troubled and King Salih came forth and 
flew from the sea till he came up to them with the child lying 
^et imd showing a face like the moon on the night of fulness. 
Thfn, Ic^>kiii^ at the Kiiifj he s-iid., ^^Haply thou feareefet hnrm for 
roy son, whenas I phing£xl into the sea with him?" Replied the 
father, Yes, O my lord, I did indeed fear for him and thought he 


* In the ivxi Ihe Pinrtie 4Lj« iHl ftcMf iKe lirtLil q/(he cak. 
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‘would nje\'er be saved therefrom,'* Rejoiried Salihs “O King of 
the land, we pencilled his eyes with an eye'powder we know of 
and recited over him the names graven upon the seal'ring of 
Solomon David^n (on whom be the Peacel), for this is what we 
use to do w'ith children newly bom among us; and now thou 
needsc not fear for him drowning or sdfocadon in all the oceans 
of the world, if he should go down into them; for, e\'en as ye walk 
on the land, so w-iUk we in the sea.” Then he pulled out of his 
pocket a casket, graven and sealed and, breaking open the seals, 
emptied it; whereupon there fell from it strings of all manner 
jacindis and other jewels, besides three hundred bugles of emerald 
and other three hundred hollow gems, as big as ostrich eggs, 
whose light dimmed that of sun and moon, Quoth Salih, “O 
King of the Age, these jewels and jacinths are a present from me 
to thee. We never yet brought thee a gift, for that we knew not 
Jtilnar s abiding'place neither had we of her any ddings or trace; 
but now that we see thee to be united widi her and we are all 
become one thing, w'e have brought thee this present; and ev'ery 
little while we whll bring thee the like thereof, Inshallah! for that 
these jew'cls and jadnths are more plentiful with us than pebbles 
on the beach and we know the good and the bad of them and tbeir 
whereabouts and the way to them, and they are easy to us.” 
When die King saw the jewels, his wits were bewildered and his 
sense was astounded ancf he said, "By Allah, one single gem of 
these jewels is worth my realml'' Tlien he thanked for his bounty 
Salih the ^-born and, locking towards Queen Julnar, said, "I 
am abashed before thy brother, for that he hath d^t munihcently 
by me and bestowed on me this splendid gift, which the folk of 
the land were unable to present.*' So she thanked her brother 
for his deed and lie said, "O King of the Age, thou hast the prior 
claim on us and itb^oves us to thank dice, uir thou hast entreat©! 
cur sister with kindne^ and we have entered thy dwelling and 
eaten of thy victual: and the poet saith*, 

I wepi before ihc did m tay passion for Saada, * 1 had my soul 

before itpaitaiscc crac- 

But aFi^ wepE before J did: hrr tcai^ dre\t and 1 iaid^ • The meat 

belougs to the precedent," 

'*Ancl” (resumed ^lih the Pjous) '*if \vq stood on our faces in thy 


* Tilda linc£ have octurizd lA ill. 264p H 1 quolc U- 499. 
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service, O King of the Age, a thousand years, yet had we not the 
might to requite thee, and this were but a scantling of thy due." 
The King thanked him with heartiest thanks and the Merman and 
Merwomen abode with him forty days' space, at the end of which 
Salih arose and kissed the ground before his brother-indaw, who 
asked “What wan test thou, O Salih?" He answered, "O King 
of the Age, indeed thou hast done us overabundant favours, and 
we crave of thy bounties that thou deal charitably with us and 
grant us permission to depart; for we yearn after our people and 
country and kinsfolk and our homes; so will we never forsake thy 
service nor that of my sister and my nephew; and by Allah, O King 
of the Age, 'cis not pleasant to my heart to part from thee; but how 
shall we do, seeing that we have been reared in the sea and that 
the sojourn of the share liketh us not?" When the King heard 
these words he rose to his feet and farewelled Salih the f^'bom 
and his mother and his cousins, and all wept together, because of 
parting and presently they said to him, "Anon we will be with 
thqc again, nor will we forsake thee, but wiU visit thee every few 
days,” Then they Hew off and descending into the sea, disap- 

peared from sight.-And Shahraiad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased saying her permitted say. 


Glhrn ft tnag the ^chen ifntnhreti aitb Jfartp>tbftb 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
relations of Julnar the Sea-bom farewell^ the King and her, 
weeping ^ether because of parting; then they flew off and de^ 
scending into the depths disappeared from sight. After ttiis King 
Shahriman showed more ^ndness to julnar and honoured her 
with increase of honour; and the little one grew up and flourished, 
whilst his maternal unde and grandam and cousins visited the 
King every few days and abode with him a month or two months 
at a time. The boy ceased not to increase in beauty and lov^'- 
ness with increase of years, till he attained the age of fifteen and 
was unique in his perfection and symmetry. He leamt writing 
and Koran-reading; history, syntax and lexicography; archery, 
spearpluy and horsenumship and what not else behoveth the sons 
of Kings; nor was there one of the children, of the folk of the 
dty, men or women, but would talk of the youth s charms, for he 
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was of surpassing beauty and perfection, even such an one as is 
praised in the saying of the poet,* * 

"The whiskers write upon his check, with arnbCTgru an pearl, * Two UmS, as 

‘twere with jet ypon an apple, Sine for line, - a j ■ l’ 

Death harhoura in hts languid eye and ebya wth wery glanoe, And m tus 

cheek is drunkennea, and not in any wine. 

And in that of another, 

“Upspritigs frtim table of his tovdy cheei? • A growth like broidery my 

wofidcr is: * « i. i * 

As "ewere 51 tamp th^i bimia tbftftigh mghi hung up • B^ncuii xm glcxiaj 

in diafnfi o\ anjbci'grtE/' 

And indeed the King loved him with exceeding love, and sum' 
mooing his Waair and Emirs and the Chief OtEcera of state and 
Grandees of his realm, required of them a bmding oath that they 
would make Badr Basim King over them after his sire; and they 
sware the oath gladly* for the sovtan was liberal to the licgeSt 
pleasant in parley and a very compend of goodne:®, saying naught 
but that w'berein was advantage for the people. On the morrow 
Shahriman mounted, with all his troops and Emirs and Lords, and 
went forth into the city and returned When they drew near the 
IGng disnflount^^ to w^t upon lus son who on 
horseback, and he and all the Emirs and Grandees bore the saddle' 
cloth of honour before him, eacdi and every of them bearing it in 
his turn, till they came to the vestibule of the palace, wh^e the 
Prince alighted and his father and the Emirs embraced him and 
seated him on the throne of Kingship, wlulst they (including his 
sire) stood before him. Then Badr Basim judged the p^le, 
deposing the unjust and promoting the just and continued so 
doing till near upon noon, when he desomded from the throne 
ajid went in to his mother, JulnEf the Sc 3 ^bom, with the ctown 
upon his he^<i» he were the moon,. ^he s 3 w hinii 

the King standing before him, she rose and kissing 1^. ^ve him 
joy of Sultanate and wished him and Kia sire length o_f Ide 
and victory over thdr foe- He sat with her and res^ till &e 
hour ot mid'^ftsrnoou pr^ycti wh^i he took horse and repai » 


lines neentted in ii. 1 quofe Mr. Piyuc. ^ u a 

* ArJib. fram diP cytM>rbiE w the pla« where she bciid gnm* ulio 

K^rplicd lo the adt of n rcHigh liiglilftnii* the wcic-pUnkfl of a litter* etc. 

* The black h air of twuIl 
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with the Emirs before hinij to the MaydjLti'pIriifl, where he plftyeH at 
anns with iiis father and his lords, till night'fall, when he returned 
to the palace, preceded by all the folk. He rode forth thus every 
day to the tilting-ground, retumine to sit and judge the people 
and do justice between carl and ^url; and thus ne continued 
doing a whole year, at the end of which he began to ride out 
a'hunting and a'chasing and to go round about in Ac cities and 
countries under his rule, proclaiming security and satisfaction and 
doing after Ac fashion o! Kings; and he was unique among the 
people of his day for glory and v^our and j ust dealing among the 
suHects. And it chanc^ that one day Ae old f(^ sick 
and his fluttering heart forebode him of translation to Ae Mansion 
of Eternity. His sickness grew upon him till he was nigh upon 
death, when he called his son and commended his mother and 
subjects to his care and caused all the Etnirs and Grandees 
once more swear allegiiincc to Ae Prince and assured himself of 
Aem by strongest oaAs: after whiA he lingered a few days and 
departed to Ae mercy of Almighty Allah. His son and widow 
and all Ae Emirs and "Watirs and Lords mourned over him, and 
they built him a tomb and buried him therein. They ceasA not 
ceretnonially to mourn for him a whole mont^ tdJ SaHh and his 
moAer and cousins arrived and condoled with Acir grieving for 
Ae King and said, “O Julnar, Aough Ae King be dead, yet hath 
he left diis noble and peerless youA, and not dead is whoiso 
IcaveA Ae like of him, the renAng lion and the shining moon." 

' And Shahraead perceived Ae dawn of day and ceased to say 
her permitted say, 

Qllien it luatf tt)t i&fbtn J&unhcA anb dforly-fourrfj 

She pursuA, it hath reached me, O auspicious King, that SalA 
^Aer of Julnar and her mother and cousins said to her, “Albeit 
Ae King be dead, yet haA he left behind him as succ^sor Ais 
noble and peerless youth, Ae rending lion and Ae shinmg mexm,'' 
Thereupon Ae Grandees and notables of Ae Empire went in to 
King ^dr Basim and said to him, **0 King, Aiere is no harm in 
mourning for Ae late sovran; but over-moummg braemeth none 
save women; wherefore occupy Aou not Ay heart and our hearts 
wiA mourning for Ay sire; inasmuch as he haA left Aee behind 
him, and whoso leaveA Ae lie of Aee is not dead.*' Then Aey 
cotniorax! him and diverted him and lasdjr carried him to the bath. 
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When he came one of the Hammasii he donned a rich robe, pur* * 
fled with gold and embroidered with jewels and jacinths; and, 
setting the royal crovkn on his head, sac down on his throne of 
kingship and ordered the affairs of the folk, doing cciual justice 
between strong and weak, and exacting from the prince the dues 
of the pauper; wherefore the people loved him with exceeding 
love. Thus he continued doing for a full year, whilst, every now 
and then, his kinsfolk of the sea visited him, and his life was 
pleasant and his eye was coejed. Now it came to pBm that his 
unde Salih wient in one night of the nights to Jiilnar and saluted 
her; whereupon she rose and embracing him seated him by her 
aide and asked him, "O my brother, how art thou and my mother 
and my cousins?*' He answered, "O my sister, they arc well and 
glad and m good case, lacking naught save a sight of thy face.*’ 
Then die set somewhat of food before Hm and he ate, after which 
talk ensued between the twain and they spake of King Badr Basim 
and his beauty and lovclin^, his symmetry and skill in cavalarice 
and devemess and good breeding. Now Badr was propped upon 
his elbow hard by them; and, hearing his mother and unde 
speak of him, he feigned sleep and listened to their talk.* 
Presently Salih said to tus sister, "Thy son is now se\'enteen years 
old and is unmarried, and 1 fear lest mishap befal him and he 
have no son; ivhercfore it is my desire lo many him to a Princess 
of the princesses of the sea, who shall be a match for him in beauty 
and loveliness.'* Quoth Jultiar, “Name them to me for I know 
them all.*’ So Salih proceeded to enumerate them to her, one by 
one, but to each she said, “I like not this one for my son; I wdl 
not marry him but to one w'ho is bis equal in beauty and loveliness 
and wit .and piety and good breeding and magnanimity and 
dominion and rank and lineage/'" Quodi Salih, “I know none 
other of the daughters of the Kings of the sea, for I have 
numbered to thee more than an hundred girb and not one of 
them pleaseth thcc; but see, O my sister, whether thy son be 
asleep or no/' So she fdt Badr and finding on him the signs of 
slumber said to Salili, “He is asleep; what hast thou to say and 
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what is thine object in making smk his elreping?'^ Replied be, 
"* *0 my sister* know that I have bethought me of a Mermaid of 
the memiaidd who behtcetb thy son; but I fear to name her* lest 
he he awake and his heart be taken ix'ith her love and maybe wc 
shall be xinable to win to her; so should be and we and the 
Grandees «f the realm be wearied in and trouble betide us 
through this; for, as saith the poet, 

‘Love, SI firsi is a ipuit of spray;^ * But a ^reading «i when it 
gamexh swa^' ” 

When she heard these words, she cried, "Tell me the condition of 
this girl, and her name for I know all the of the sea. 

Kings' daughters and others; and, if I judge her worthy of him, I 
will demand her in marriage for him oi her father, though I spend 
on her whatso my hand possessed!. So recounc to me all anent 
her and fear nau^t, for my son sleepeth." Quoth Salih, "1 fear 
lest be be awake; and the poet saith, 

'1 bved hnn. .»qi!m » his prsue 1 hetrd; * For ear oft fovrth me eye survei'.*" 

But Julnar said, "Speak out and be brief and fear non, 0 my 
brother," So he said. “By Allah, O my sister, none is worthy of 
thy son save the Princess Jauharah, dauglrtcr of King Al'Saman* 
dal,’ for that she is like unto him in beauty and bvelincss and bril' 
liancy and perfection; nor is there found, in sea or tin land, a 
sweeter or pleasanter of gifts than she; for she is prime in comeli' 
ness and seemlihead of face and symmetrical shape of perfect 
grace; her cheek is ruddy dight, her brow flower white, her teeth 
gem'bright, her eyes blackest black and whitest white, her bips of 
heavy w'dghc, her waist slight and her favour exquisite, When 
she tumeth she shameth the wild cattle’ and the gaaeUes and when 
she walketh, she breedeth envy in the w'illow branch; w'hen she 
unveileth her faceoutshineth sun and moon and all who look upon 
her she cn^Iaveth soon: sweet'lippcd and soft'sided indeed is she." 
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Now’ when Julnar heard what Salih said, she reph'cd, 'Thou 
sa>nest so^, O my brother? By Allah, I have seen her many and 
many a time and she was my companion, when we were little onesj 
but now we have no knowledge of each other, for constraint of 
distance; nor have I set eyes on her for eighteen years. By Allah. 
none is worthy of my son but she!” Now Badr heard all they 
said and mastered what had passed, first and last, of these praises 
bestowed on Jauharah daughter of King AhSamandal: so be fell 
in love with her on hearsay, pretending Seep the w^e, wherefore 
fire was kindled in his bean on her account full sore and he was 

drowned in a sea without bottom or shore.-^And Shaluratad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


Kthcn it bias tfjt ^eben S^unhreh anh JFartp'fiftfi i^igtt, 

resumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
King Badr Basim heard the w'ords of kis uncle Salih and his 
mother J^ar, praising the daughter of King Al-Samandal, a 
flame of fire burnt in hS heart fuU sore and he was drowned in a 
s^ wliich hath nor bottom nor shore. Then Salili, looking at his 
sister, exclaimed, “By Allah, O my sister, there is no greater fool 
among the BCings of the sea than her father nor one more violent 
of temper chan hef So name thou not the girl to thy son, till we 
demand her in marriage of her father. If he favour us with his 
assent, we will praise Allah Almighty; and if he refuse us and wmU 
not give her to thy son to wife, we wfU say no more about it and 
seek another match." Answered Julnar, “Right b thy rede?" 
and they parleyed no more: but Ifedr passed the night with a 
heart on fine with passion for Princess Jauharah. How^ever he 
concealed hb case and spake not of her to his mother or his unde, 
albeit he was on coals of fire for love of her. Now when it was 
moniing, the King and his uncle went to the Hammam-biith and 
w'ashcd, after which they came forth and drank wine .and the 
servants set food before ^em, whereof thej” and Julnat ate their 
sufiicicncy, and washed their hands. Then Salih roK and said to 
his nephew and sister, “With vour leave, I would fain go to tny 
mother and my folk for J have been with you some days and their 
hearts are troubled with awaiting me." But Badr Basim said to 
him, 'Tarry with us this day;" and he consented. Then ^uoth 
the King, “Come, O my unde, let us go forth to the garden.’ So 
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they salL'ed forth and promenaded about the pastures and took 
their solace awhile, alter which King Badr lay down under a shady 
tree, thinlung to rest and sleep; but he remembered his uncle's 
description of the maiden and her beauty and loveliness and shed 
railing tears, reciting these two couplets', 

■"Were it said u> me while the flime is bvtmmg witlub coe, * Am! the fire 
hlaeing m my heart and bowels, 

'Wouldst tliou miher that thou shouldesc behold them * Or a draught of 
pure w4tEr?'—I w^ould answer, 'Tliem,' *' 

Then he sighaj and wept and lamented, reciting these verses 
also, 

■'Who shall save me from bve of a lovely gazelle, • Bnghier browed than 
the sunshine, my bannibd! 

Wy heart, cm free from her love, now bums * With fire for the maid 
of Al-Samandal,” 

When Salih h^d what his nephew said, he smote hand upon 
hand and said, "There is no god but the ivlohammed is the 

Apostle of God and there is no Majesty and there is no Might 
save in Allah, the Glorious, die Great!" adding, "O my son, 
heardest thou what passed between me and thy mother respecting 
Princess Jauiiarah?" Replied Badr Basim, “Yea, O my uiicle, 
and 1 fell in love with her by hearsay through wliat 1 heard you 
say. Indeed, my heart clcavetb to her ai\d I cannot live without 
her,” Rejoined his unde, “O King, let us return to thy mother 
and tell her how the case standeth and crave her leave chat f may 
take thee with me and seek the Princess in marriage of her sire; 
after which we wdl fiircwell her and 1 and thou wiU return. 
Indeed, I fear to take thee and go w'tthoiit her leave, lest she be 
wroth w’ith me; and verily the right would be on her side, for I 
should be the cause of her sqiaration from us, 3S*Ioreover, 
city would left without king and there would !« none to 
govern the ciriiens and loot to their aifaits; so should the realm 
be disordered against thee and the kingship depart from thy 
hands." But Badr Basim, bearing these word^ cried, “O my 
uncle, if 1 return to my mother and consult her on such matter, 
fihe will not suffer me to do this: wherefore I will not return to 
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my mother nor consult her." And he wept before him and 
presently added, “I will go with thee and ceu her not and after 
will return." When Salih heard what his nephew said, he was 
confused anent lus case and said, "I crave help of the Almighty 
in any event." Then, seeing that Badr Basim was resolved to go 
with him, whether his mother W'Ould let him or no, he drew from 
his finger a seal-ring, whereon were graven certain of the names 
of Allah the Most High, and gave it to him, saying, "Put this on 
thy finger, and thou slaalt be safe from drowning and other perils 
and from the mischief of sea-beasts and fishes." So King 
Badr Basim ttx>k the ring and set it on nis finger. Then they 



day and ceased to say her pennitted say. 


ft toaif tt)£ ^rben ibtiEihrth anh dFortp-aixtfi 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious Kirtg, that Badr 
Basim and his uncle, after diving into the deep, fared on till 
they came to Salih's palace, where they found Badr Basim’a 
grandmother, the mother of lus mother, seated with her kinsfolk; 
and, going in to them, kissed their hands. When the old Queen 
saw Badr, she rose to hfm and embracing him, kissed him between 
the eyes and said to him, "A blessed coming, O my son! How 
didst thou leave thy mother Julnar?" He replied, "She is well in 
health and fortune, and salutcth thee and her uncle's daughters." 
Then Salih related to his mother what had occurred between him 
and his sister and hcFW King Badr Basim had fallen in love with 
the Princess jauharah daughter of Al'Samandal by report and 
told her the whole tale from beginning to end adding, “He hath 
not come save to demand her in wedlock of her sire:" which 
whc!! the old Queen htsird, she wnath against her son w-ith 
exceeding wTath and sore troubled and concerned and said, “O 
Salih, O my son, in very sooth thou diddest wrong to name the 
Princess before thy nephew, knowing, as thou dost, that her father 
is stupid and violent, little of wit and tyrannical of temper, 
grudging his daughter to everj- suitor; for all the Monarchs of 
the Main have sought her hand, but he rejected them ail; nay, he 
would none of them, saying, 'Ye are no match for her in b^uty 
or tn loveliness or in aught dse.' Wherefore we fear to demand 
her in wedlock of him, lest he rejea us, evm as he hath rejected 
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otkeziS} and we are a folk of high spirit and should return broken' 
hearted/’ Hearing these words Salih answered, "O my mother, 
what is to do? For King Badr Basina saitb, ‘There is no help 
but that I seek her in marriage of her sire, though I expend my 
whole kingdom'; and he avoucheth that, an he take her not to 
wife, he die of love for her and loneing.” And Salih con- 
tinned, "He is handsomer and goodLer than she; his father was 
King of all the Persians, whose King he now' is,, and none is worthy 
of Jauharah save Badr Basim. Wherefore 1 purpose to carry her 
father a gift of jacinths and jewels behmng his dignity, and 
demand her of him in marriage. An he object to us that he is a 
King, behold, our man also is a King and the son of a King; or, if 
be object to us her beauty, behold our man is more beautiful 
than ^e; or, again, if be object to us the vastness of his dominion, 
behold our man's dominion is vaster than hers and her father's 
and numbereth more troops and guards, for that his kingdom b 
greater than that of Al-Samandal. N^ds must 1 do my endeavour 
to further the desire of my sister's son, though it reheve me of my 
life; because I was the cause of whatso hath berided; and, even 
as I plunged him into the ocean of her bve. so will I go about 
to marry him to her, and may Ahni^ty Allaih hdp me dieretoi’* 
Rejoined hb mother, “Do as thou wilt, but beware of giving 
her father rough words, whenas thou speakest with Idm; for thou 
knowest his stupidity and violence and 1 fear lest he do thee a 
mischief, for he knaweth not respect for any." And Salih 
answered, “Hearkening and obedient/’ Tlien he sprang up 
and taking two bags full of gems such as rubies and bugles of 
emerald, noble ores and all manner jewels gave them to hb 
servants to carry and set out with hb nephew for the palace of 
AhSamandal. When they came thither, he sought au^ence of 
the King and being admitted to hb presence, kissed ground 
before him and saluted him with the goodliest Sidam. The 
King rose to him and honouring him with the utmost honour, 
bade him be seated. So be sat down and presently the King 
said to him, “A blessed coming: indeed thou hast desola ted ua, Q 
Salihl But what bringeth thee to us? Tell me th)n< > errand 
that we may fulhl it to th^.“ Whereupon Salih arose and, 
kissing the ground a second time, said, “O King of Age, my 
errand b to Allah and the magnanimous liege lord and the valiant 
lion, the report of whose good tjualitiea the caravans far and near 
have dbpread and whose renown for benefits and and 
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demency and gisdousneas and liberality to all climes and 
countries hath sped." Thereupon he opened the two hags and, 
displaying their contents before Al-Samandal, said to him, "O 
King of die Age, haply wdt thou accept my gift and by showing 

favour to me heal my heart.”-And Shaluaaad perceived the 

dawn of day and ce^ed saying her permitted say. 


raSifn it teas tfee A then Ibtiniireft artb dforip-stbcnd) 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that when 
Salih offered his mft to the King, saying, "My aim and end is 
that the Sovran ^ow favour to me and h^ my heart by ac' 
cepong ray present," BCing Al'Samandal asked, "With what objea 
dost thou gift me with this gift? Tell me thy tale and acquaint 
me with thy requirement. An its accomplishment be in my power 
I will straightway accomplish it to thee and spare thee toil and 
trouble; and if I be unable thereunto, Allah compelleth not any 
soul aught beyond its pewer.”*^ So Salih rose and kissing ground 
three times, said, "O King of the Age, that which I desire thou 
art indeed able to do; it is in thy power and thou art master 
thereof; and I impose not on the King a difficulty, nor am I Jinn' 
demented, that I should crave of the King a thing whereto he 
a^aileth not; for one of the sages saith, ‘An thou wouldsc be 
complied widi ask that which can be readily supplied’. Wherefore, 
that of which I am come in quest, the King (whom Allah prc' 
serve!) is able to grant.” The King repUed. “Ask what mou 
wouldst have, and state thy case and sew thy need." Hien said 
Salih,’ “O King of the Age, know that I come as a suitor, seeking 
the unique pearl and the hoarded jewel, the Princess Jauharah, 
dau^ter of our lord the King; wherefore, O King dis^ 
appoint thou not suitor." Now when the King heard 
th^ he laughed till he fell backwards, in mockery of nim and 
said, ”0 Salih, I had thought thee a man of worth and a 
youth of sense, seekmg naught save what was reasonable and 
speaking not save advisedly. ^Tiat then hath betallen thy 
reason and urged thee to this monstrous matter and mighty hazard. 
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that thou seek^ in marriage daughters of Kings^ lorc^ of cities 
and climates? 5ay mOv art thou of a rauk to aspire to this great 
enunence aod hath thy wit failed thee to this extreme pass that 
thou affruntest me with this demand?'* * Replied SaLK "Allah 
amend the Kingl I seek her not for myself (albeit, an I did, I 
am her match and more chan her match, for thou knowest that 
my father was King of the Kings of the sea, for all thou art this 
day our King), but 1 seek her for Kmg Badr Basim, lord of the 
lands of the Persians and son of King Shahriman , whose puissance 
thou knowest. An thou ot^ect that thou art a mighty great King, 
King Badr is 3 greater; and if thou object thy daughter's beauty, 
King Badr is more b^utiful than she and fairer of form and 
mc^e excellent of rank and lineage; and be is the champion of the 
people of his day. Wherefore, if thou grant my request, O King 
of the Age thou wQt have set die thing in its stead; but, if thou 
deal arrogantly with us, thou wilt not use usjustly nor travel with 
us the 'road which ^ straght'.^ h^oreover, O King, thou knowest 
that the Princess Jauhai^ the daughter of our lord the King, 
must n^d$ be wedded and bedded, for the sage salth, a girl’s lot is 
either grace of marriage or the grave.' Wherefore, an thou mean to 
many ner, my sister’s son is worthier of her than any other man.” 
Now when King Al-Samandal heard Salih's words, he was wroth 
with exceeding wrath; bis reason w'dl nigh fled and his soul 
was like to depart his body for rage, and he cried, "O dog, 
shall the like of thee dare to besp^ me thus and name my 
daughter in the assemhlies,’ saying that the son of thy sister 
Julnar is a match for her? Who an thou and who Is this sister 
of thine and who is her son and who was his father/ that thou 
durst say to me such say and address me with such address? 
What are ye all, in comparison wuth my daughter, but dogs?” 
And he cried out to his pages, saying, ‘Take yonder gallows^ 
bird's head!” So they drew their swords and made for Salih, 
but he ded and for the palacegate sped; and reaching the 
entrance, he found of bis cousins and kinsfolk and servants, more 
than a thousand horse armed cap^a'pie in iron and close knitted 
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ditail'coacs, hending in hand spcais and naked s^Tirds glittering 
white* And these when they saw Salih come running out of the 
palace (they having been sent by his mother to his succour). 

S iestioned him and he cold than what was to do: whereupon 
ey kneft' that the King was a fool and violent'tempered to boot. 
So they dismounted and baring their blades, went in to the King 
Al'Samandah whom they found seated upon the throne of his 
Kingship, unaware of their coming and enraged a^inst Kahh 
with furious rage; and they behelJ his eunuchs and pages and 
officers un prepaid When the King saw them enter, drawn brand 
in hand, he cried out to his people, saying '“Woe to you! Take 
me the heads of these hounds!” But ere an hour bad sped 
Al-Samandal’s patty were put to the route and relied upon flight, 
and Salih and his kinsfolk seiaed upon the King and pmfoned 

him,--^And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and erased to 

say her permitted say. 


Wljen It toatf flie i&ebrn l&tiitfirrii anb Jfortp-eigffttf 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that when 
Salih and his kinsfolk pinioned the King, Princess Jauharah 
awoke and knew that her father was a captive and h^ guards 
slain. So she fled forth the palace to a certain island^ and 
climbing up into a high tree, hid herself in its summit. Now 
when the two parries came to blows, some of King Al'&mandal s 
pages fled and Badr Basim meeting them, questioned riiem of 
their case and th^ told him what fed happened. But when he 
heard that the King was a prisoner, Badr feared for himself and 
fled, saying in his heart, '“Verily, all this turmoil is on my account 
and none is wanted but I.” So he sought safety in flight, 
security to sight, knowing not whither he went^ but t^tiny from 
Eternity fore-ordained drave him to the very island w*here the 
I^'ncess fed taken refuge, and he came to the very tree whereon 
she sat and threw himself down, like a dead man, thinking to 
lie and repose himself and knowing not there is no rest for the 
pursued, for none knoweth what Fate hideth for him in the future. 
As he lay down, he raised his eyes to the tree and they met the 
^es of the Princess, So he looked at her and seeing her to be 
like the moon rising in the East, cried, “Glory to Him who 
fashioned yonder perfect form. Him who is the Creator of all 
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things and who over all things is AlnughE>’' Glory to the Great 
God, the Maker, the Shaper and Fashioner! By AHah, if 
my presentuncnts be true, this is Jaii bar ah, dau^tcr of King 
Al'Samandall Methinks that, when she heard of our coming to 
blows with her father, she fled to this island and, happening upon 
this tree, hid hcnelf on its head; but, if this be not the Princess 
herself, ’tis one yet goodlier than she,” Then he bethought him' 
self of her case and said in himself, ”I will arise and lay hands 
on her and question her of her condtrion; and, if she be indeed 
the ^e. I will demand her in wedlock of herself and so win my 
wish,** So he stood up and said to her, **0 end of all desire, w'ho 
art thou and who brought thee hither?” She looked at Badr 
Basim and seeing him to be as the full moon,^ when it shineth from 
under the black doud, slender of shape and sw^eet of smile, 
answered, ”0 fair of fashion, I am Princess Jauharah, daughter 
of King Ai'Sanjandal, and 1 took refuge in this place, because 
Salih and his host came to blows wim my sire and slew his 
troops and took him prisoner, with some of his men; where¬ 
fore 1 fled, fearing for my very life,*' presendy adding, “And 1 
wcet not what fortune hath done with my father," When King 
Badr Basim heard th^ words he marvelled widi exceeding 
marvel at this strange chance, and thou^t; "Doubtless I have 
won my wish by the capture of her sire. Then he looked at 
Jauharah and said to her, "Come down, O my lady; for I am 
dain for love of thee and thine eyes have captivatd me. On 
my account and thine are all these broils and battles; for thou 
must know that I am King Badr Basim, Lord of the Persians 
and Sal& is my mothers brother and he it is who came to thy 
sire to <'lpiT innd the« of him in marriage. As for me, I have 
quitted my kingdom for thy sake, and our meeting here is the 
rarest coincidence. So come down to me and let us twain fare 
for thy fathcr*s palace, that I may beseech uncle Salih to release 
him and I may make thee my lawful wife.” When Jauharah heard 
his words, she said in hersdf, “ Twas on this miserable gallows 
bird’s account, then, that all this hath befallen and that my father 
hath fallen prisoner and hh chamberkins and suite have been 
dain and I have been departed From my palace, a miserable exile 
and have fled for refuge to this island. But, an I devise not 
against him some device to defend mysdf from him, he will 
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possess himseir of me and take his will of mc^ for he is in 
bve and for aught that he docth a lover is not blamed,” Then 
she beguiled him with winning words and soft speeches, whilst 
he knew not the perbdy against him she purposedt and askaJ 
him, “O my lord and light of my eyes, say me« art thou indeed 
King Badr Basim, son of Queen Julnar?" Atid he answered* 

**Ycs, O my lady/’-^And Shahra^d perceived the dawn of day 

and crascxl saying her permitted say. 


IBfjttt ft Uiasi the ^eben il^nnhteh anb iFort|>-nfnlf) ^igtti. 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that Jauhaiah* 
dau^ter of King Al'Samandal, asked the youth, “Art thou in 
very sooth King Badr Basim, son of Queen Jubar?" And be 
answered, "Yes, O my lady!" Then she, "'May Allah cut off my 
father and gar his kingdom cease from him and heal not his heart 
neither avert fmm him strangerhood, if he could desire a comelier 
than thou or aught goodher than these fair ctualities of thine! By 
Allah, he js of htde wit and judgment!” presently adding, *'But, 
O King of the Age, punish mm not for tbac he mth done; more 
by token that an thou to\^ me a span, verdy 1 love thee a cubit. 
Indeed, 1 have fallen into the net of thy love and am become of 
the number of thy slain. The love that was w^th thee hath nans' 
ferted itself to me and there is left thereof with thee but a tithe of 
that w'hich is with me.” So saying, she came down from the tree 
and drawing near him strained him to her bosom and fell to kisskig 
him; whereat passion and desire for her redoubled on him and 
doubting not but die loved him, he trusted in her, and returned 
her kisses and caresses. Presendy he said to her, “By Allah, O 
Princess, my uncle Salih set forth to me not a fortieth part of thy 
charms; no, nor a quarter'carat*^ of the four'and'twenty.” Then 
Jauharah pressed him to her bosom and pronounced some unin' 
telligible words; then spat on his face, saying, “Quit this form of 
man and take shape of bird, die handsomest of birds, white of 
robe, with red bill and legs," Hardly had she spoken, when 
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King Badr Basim found himself tnmffomed into a bml, the hand¬ 
somest of birds, who shook himself and stood looking at her. 
Now Jauharah had with her one of her slave-grrls, hy name Mar- 
smah;* so she called her and said to lier, “By Allah, but that I 
fear for the life of my father, who is his unde s prisoner, I would 
b'U him! Allah ne^^cr requite him with good! How unlucky 
was his coming to us; for all this trouble is due to his hard-headed- 
ness! But do thou, O siave-girl, bear him to the Thirsty Island 
and leave him there to die of durst." So Marsinah carried him to 
the idand in question and would have returned and left him there; 
but she said in hers^, “By AUah, the lord of such beauty and 
lovelinras deser%'eth not to die of thirstl'’ So she went forth 
from ^at island and brought him to another abounding in trees 
and fruits and rilis and, setting him down diere, retvirned to her 
mistress and told her, “I have left him on the Thirs^ Island.’ 
Such was the eAM with Badr Basim: but as regards King Salih, 
he sought for Jauharah after capturing the King and k^g his 
folk- but, finding her not, returned to his palace and said to his 
mother, “Where is my sister's son, King Badr Barim?” “By 
Allah, O my son,” replied she, “1 know nothing of him! For 
when it reacKed him ^at you and King Al-Samandal had come to 
blows and iliat stnfe and slaughter had betided between you, he 
was affrighted and Sed.” When Salih heard this, he grieved for 
bis neph^ and said, “O my mother, by Allah, we have dealt n^ti- 
gently by King Badr and I fear lest he perish or lest one of King 
Al'SamandaTs soldiers or his daughter Jauharah fall in with him. 
So should we come to shame with his mother and no good betide 
U 9 from her, for that I took him without her leave," Then he 
despatched guards and scouts thrtmghout the sea and elsewhere to 
seek for Badr; but ihey could learn no tidit^s of him; so they 
returned and told King Sahh, wherefore cark and cate redoubled 
on him and his breast was straitened for King Sadr Basim. So 
far concerning nephew and uncl^ but as for J ulnar the Sea-bom, 
after thdr departure she abode in expectation of them, but her 
son returned not and she heard no report of him. So when many 
days of fruidess waiting had gone by, she arose and going down 
into the sea, repaired to her mother, who sighting her rose to her 
and kissed her and embraced her, as did the Mermaids her cousins. 
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Then fihe questioned her mother of King Badr Baeim^ and ehe 
answered, saying, *'0 my daughter, of a mith he came hither wiA 
his unde, who cook jacinths and jewels and carrying them to King 
Al'Samandal, demand^ his daughter in marriage for diy son: 
but he consented not and was violent against thy brother in words. 
Now I had sent Saiih nigh upon a thousand horse and a battle 
bef^el between him and l^g jiM'Samandal: but Allah aided thy 
brother against him, and he dew his guards and troops and took 
himself prisoner. Meanwhile, tidings of this reached toy son, and 
it would as if he feared for himself; wherefore he fled forth 
from us, without our will, and returned not to us, nor have we 
heard any news of him." Then Julnar enquired for King Salih, 
and his mother said, “He is seated on the throne of his kingship. 
In the stead of King Al'Samandal, and hath sent in all dire^ons 
to seek thy son and Princess Jauharah." When Julnar heard 
the maternal words, she mourned for her son with sad mourning 
and was highly incensed against her brother Salih for that he 
had taken hLi and gone down w’ith him into the sea without her 
leave; and ahe said, "O my mother, I fear for our realm; as 1 
came to thee witboc^ letting any biow; and T dread tarrying 
with thee, lest the state M into disorder and the kingdom pass 
from our hands. Wherefore I deem best to return and govern the 
reign till it please Alluh to order our son's affair for us. But look 
ye forget him not neither neglect his case; for should he come to 
any harm, it would infallibly kill me, since I see not the world 
save in him and delight but in his life." She replied, “With love 
and gladness, O my daughter. Ask not what we suffer by reason 
of his loss and ab^ce." Then ^ sent to seek for her grandsem, 
whilst Julnar returned to her kingdom, w^eeping'eyed and heavy' 
hearted, and indeed the gladness of the world was straitened upon 

her.-And ShahraaEo perceived the dawn of day and ceased to 

say her permitted say. 


laijOT ft toa5 fte ^beit ®uRltrc& anb 

She said, it hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when Queen 
Julnar returned from her mother to her own realm, her breast was 
straitened and she was in ill'case. So fared it with hex; but as 
n^ards King Dad'' Basinv, after Princess Jauharah had ensorcelled 
him and had sent him with her handmaid to dbe Thirsty Island, 
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saying, “Leave him there to die of thirst," and M^sinah had set 
him down in a green Met, he abode days ^d nights in the sen^ 
of a bird eating of its fruits and drinking of its waters and 
knowing not whither to go nor how to fly; till, one ^y, 
came a certain fowler to the island to otch somewhat wherewi 
to get his living. He espied King Badr Basim in his fonn or a 
whitertobed bird, with red bill and legs, captivating ^e and 
bewildering the thought; and, looking thereat, smd m 
“Verily, yonder is a beautiful bird; never saw 1 its like m fajm^ 
or form.” So he cast his net over Badr and takmg hto, earned 
him to the town, mentally resolved to sell him for ^ h^ pncc. 
On his way one of the townsfolk accosted him and said, Fm how 
much this fowl, O fowler?" Quoth the fowler. "What wSt thou 
do with him an thou buy bim?" Answer^ the other, I wm 
cut his throat and eat him;'* whereupon said the birder, ^ho 
could have the heart to kill this bird and eat him? Verily, I 
mean to present him to our King, who vnll give me more man 
thou wouldest give me and will not kill him, but will div^ him' 
self by gazing upon his beauty and grace, for in all my lite, ance 
I have been a fowler, 1 never saw his like among land pme or 
water fowl The utmost thou wouldst give me for him, howler 
much thou covet him, would be a dirham, and, by Allah Ahiughty, 

I will not seU him*" Then he carried the bird up to the King a 
palace and when the King saw it, its beauty and grace pleased mm 
and the red colour of its beak and So he sent an eunuch to 
buy It* who accosted fowler and said to him^ wilt thou sell 
this bird?" Answered he, 'tis a from me to the 

So the eunu^ carried the bird to the King and told him what me 
man had said; and he took it and gave the fowler dinar^ 
whereupon he kissed ground and farra forth. Then the eunuch 
carried the bird to the palace and placiiig him in a fine cage, hmg 
him up after setting meat and dniik by him, W Hot the lung 
came down from the Divaup he said to the eunuch, "Wh^^ 
bird? Bring it to me, that I may look upon it; for, by AJlah, tis 
beautiful!” So the eunuch brought the cage and set it bet^^ 
the hands of the King, who looked and seeing the food untot^e^^ 
said ‘*By Allah, I wis not what it will eat, that I may nounsh it! 
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Then he called for food and they hid the tables and the King atc- 
Now twhea the bird saw the flesh and meats and fruita and sweet" 
meats. He ate of all that was upon the trays before the King, 
whereat the Sovran and all the bystanders marvel^ and the ¥^ug 
Kiid to his attendants, eunuchs and Mamdukes, '^In all my life I 
ne\’er saw a bird eat as doth this birdl” Then he sent an eunuch 
to fetch his wile that she might enjoy looking upon bird, and 
he went in to summon her and said, * my Udy, the King desinrth 
thy presence, that thou mayst divert thyself with the sight of a 
bird he hath bought. When we set on the food, it flew^ down from 
its cage and perdung on the table, a^ of all that was thereon. So 
arise, O my lady, and solace thee with the sight for it h goodly of 
aspect and is a wonder of the w^ociders of the age+ Hearing 
these words she came in haste; but, when she noted the bird, she 
veiled her face and turned to fare aw^y* The King rose up and 
looking at her, asked, “Why dost thou veil thy face whm there is 
none in presence save the women and eunuchs who wait on th« 
and thy husband?'^ Answ^ered she, “O K^, this bird is no bird, 
but a man like thyself,""^ He refoined, "*Thoo best, this is tm 
much of a jest* How should he be other than a bird? ; and ^e 

King, by Allah, I da not jest with thee nor do 1 t^ thee 
aught but the truth; fer verily this bird is King Badr Barim, 
of King Shahriman, Lord of the land of the Persians, and 

mother is Julnar the Sea-bom;'--And Shahrawd perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

®l)cn ft teas itiE j&ebtn i&unhrcb iinlr jrirtp-Crs!t 

She condnuedp It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the King’s wife said to the King, ‘‘Wcrily, this is no bird }mt a 
man like thyself; be is King Badr Basim of Kjng^Shariman 
and his mother is J ulnar the Sea-bom, t|uoth the K^ng^ And how 
came he in this shape?’^; and quoth she, Princess^^Jauharah, 
daughter of King Al-Samandal, hath endian ted himj and told 
him all that had passed with King Badr Basim from flrst to 
The King marvelled exceedingly at his wife s words and conjured 
her, on his life, to free Badr from his enchantment (for ^e was the 
notablest enchantress of her age), and not leave him in torment. 


* AimI ibe 4" tell him *11 thaj thit rwkr 'tcU Itnuwi. 






294 


Ai,f Lavlah wa Lavlah. 


saying, "May Almigjht}' Allah cut ofE Jauharah’s hand, for a foul 
witch as she is! Jiow little is her lai^ and how great her craft 
and perfidy!" Said the Queen, “Do diou sty to him, “O Badr 
Basim, enter yonder closet!' " So the King bade him enter the 
closet and he went in obediently. Then die Queen veiled her 
face and taking in her hand a cup of water,’ entered the dnset 
where she pronounced over the water certain incomp rdiensible 
words ending with, “By the virtue of these mighty names and holy 
verses and by the majesty of Allah Almight)', Creator of heaven 
and earth, the Quickener of the dead and Appointer of the means 
of duly bread and the terms determined, quit this thy form wherein 
thou art and return to the shape in which the Lord created thee!" 
Hardly had she made an end of her words, when die bird 
trembled once and became a man; and the King saw before him 
a handsome youth, than w*hom on earth'u face was none goodlier. 
But when King Badr Basim found himself thus restored to his 
own form he cried, “There is no god but the God and Mohammed 
is the Aposde of God! Glory be to the Creator of all creatures 
and Provider of their provision, and Or ‘ liner of t^r lifc'tenns 

f ireordained!" Then he kissed the King's band and wished him 
ong life, and the King lu^d his head and said to liim, "O Baj^ 
Basun, tdl me thy history from commencement to conclusion." 
So he told him his wliole tale, concealing naught; and the King 
marv'dled thereat and said to him, “O Badr Basim, Allah hath 
saved dice from the spell: but what hath thy judgment decided 
and what thinkest thou to do?” Replied he, “O King of the 
Age, I desire thy bounty that thou equip me a ship with a 
company of thy servants and all that is needful; for ’tis feng since 
1 have been ab^t and 1 dread lest the kingdom depart from me. 
And 1 misdoubt me my mother is dead of grief for tiiy loss; and 
this doubt is the stronger for that she knoweth not what is come 
of me nor whether I am alive or dead. Wherefore, I beseech thee, 
O King, to down thy fcivours to me by granting me what I seek.” 
The King, alter beiiolding the beaut>' and grace of Badr Basim 
and lisnming to sweet speech, said, “I hear and obey.” So he 
fitted him out a ship, to w^hich he transported nil that was needful 
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and whid) h£ manned with a company nf lua sen'ants; and Bidr 
Basim set sail in it, alter having taken leave of the King, They 
sailed over the sea ten successive days with a favouring wind; but, 
on the eleventh day, the ckccan became troubled widb excttdtng 
trouble, the siiip rose and fdl and the sailors were powerless to 
govern her, So they drifted at the mercy of the waves, till the 
craft neared a rock in mid'sea which fell upon her' and broke her 
up and all on board were drttw'ned, save King Badr Basitn who got 
astride one of the planks of the ve^el, after having been nigh upon 
destruction. The plank ceased nor to be bome By the sec of the 
sea, whilst he knew not whither he w^c and had no means of 
diresrting its motiem, as the wind and waves wrought for three 
whole cbys. But on the fourth the plank grounded with him on 
the sea'shore where he sighted a white city, as it were a dove 
passing white, builded upon a tongue of land that jutted out into 
the deep and it was goodly of ordinance, W'ith high towers and 
lofty walls against which the waves beat. When Badr Basim saw 
this, he rejoiced with exceeding joy, for he was w^dl-nigh dead of 
hunger and thirst, and dismounting from the plank, would have 
gone up the beach to the city; but there came down to him mules 
and asses and horses, in number as the sea-sands and fell to 
striking at him and staying him from landing. So he swram round 
to the back of tlie city, w'here he waded to ^ore and entCTing the 
)lace, found none therein and marvelled at this, saying, '“Would 
knew to whom doth dus city belong, wherein is no lord nor any 
and whence came these muks and asses and horses that 
oindered me from landing.” And he mused over his case. Then 
he v^rilked on at hazard till he espied an old man, a grocer,® So 
he saluted him and the other rettimed his saiam and seeing him to 
be a handsome young man, said to him, “O youth, whence comest 
thou and what brought thee to diis city?” Badr told him his 
story; at which the old man marvelled and said, “O my son, didst 
thou see any on thy way?” He replied, "'Indeed, O my father, 
I wondered in good soorh to sight a dty void of folk. Quoth the 
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Shaykh, “O my aon, come up mta the shop, lest thou perish.*' So 
Badr Basim went up into the shop and sat down; whereupon the 
old man set befote him somewhat of food, saying, "O my son, 
enter the inner shop; glory be to Him who hath preserved thee 
from yonder she'Sathanasr' King Badr Basim was sore affrighted 
at the grocers words; but he ate his £11 and washed his h^ds; 
then gl^ced at his host and said to him, “O my lord, what Is the 
meaning of these words? Verily thou hast made me fearM of 
this city and its folk," Replied the old man, "Know, O my son, 
that this is the City of the Magicians and its Queen is as she were 
a sbe'Satan, a sorceress and a mighty enchantress, passing crafty 
and perfidious exceedingly. AH thou sawest of horses and mules 
and asses were once sons of Adam like thee and me; they were 
also strangers, for whoever ectereth this dty, being a young man 
like thyself, this miscreant witch taketh him and hometh hii] for 
fort>" days, alter which she cnchanteth him, and he becometh a 
mule or a horse or an ass, of those animals thou sawest on the 

sea-shore."-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 


lahen it tnas t^r JduTthreb anb ififfp-accOTih 

She pursued. It hadi reached me, O auspicious King, that the old 
grocer related to King Badr Basim the h^ry of ^e cntiancress 
ending with, "All these people hath she spelled; and, when it was 
ihy intent to land they feared lest thou be transmewed like ^em- 
.sclsxs: so they counsdled thee by signs that said, 'Land not,' of 
thdr solicicitdc for thee, fearing that haply slie should do with thee 
like as she had done with them. She possessed herself of this city 
and seised it from its citizens by sorcery and her name is Queen 
Lrb, which being interpreted, meaneth in Arabic 'Almanac of the 
Sun.' When Badr Basim heard what the old man said, he was 
affrighted with sore affright and ^embled like reed in wind saying 
in himself, "hrardly do I feel me free from the alBicrion wherein 1 
was by reason of sorcery, when Destiny casteth me into yet sorrier 
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case?" And he fell a-musmi over his condition and that which 
had bedded him. When the Shaykh looked at him and saw the 
violence of h» terror, be said to him, “O my son, come, sit at the 
threshold of the shop and look upon yonder creatures and upon 
their dress and complexion and that wherein they are by reason 
of gramaryc and dread not; for the Queen and all in the dty love 
and ten da- me and will not vex my heart or trouble my mind.*' 
So King Badr Basim came out and sat at the shopdoor, looking 
out upon the folk; and there passed by him a world of creatures 
without number. But when the people saw him, diey accosted the 
grocer and said to him, “O elder, is this thy captive and thy prey 
gotten in these days?” The old man replied, 'ne is my brother's 
son, J heard that iris father w'as dead; so I sent for him and 
brought him here that 1 might quench with him the £re of my 
home'sickness.” Quoth they, “Venly, he is a comely youth; but 
we fear for him from Queen Lab, Irac she turn on thee with 
treachery and take him from thee, for she loveth handsome young 
men," Quoth the Shaykh, "The Queen will not gainsay my 
commandment, for she loveth and tendereth me; and when she 
shall know that he is my brother’s son, she wdl not molest him or 
afflict me in him neither trouble my heart on his account,” Then 
King Badr Basim abode some months with the grocer, eating and 
driri^g, and the old man. loved him with exceeding love. One 
day, as he sat in the shop according to his custom, bdtold, there 
came up a thousand eunuchs, with drawm swords and clad in 
various kinds of raiment and girt with jewelled girdles: aU rode 
Arabian steeds and bore in baldrick Indian blades. They saluted 
the grocer, as they passed his shop and were followed by a thou- 
sand damsels like moons, clad in various raiments of silks and satins 
fringed with gold and embroidered with jew'ds of sorts, and spears 
were slung to their shoulders. In tlietr midst rode a damsel 
mounted on a Rabite mare, saddled with a saddle of gold set 
with various kinds of jewds and jacinths; and they reached in a 
body the Shaykh’s shop. The damsels saluted him and passed 
on, till., lo and behold! up came Queen Lab, in great state, and 
seeing King Badr Basim sitting in the shop, as he were the moon 
at its full, was amated at his beauty and loveliness and became 
passionately enamoured of him, and ^'straught with desire of him. 
So she alighted and sitting down by King Badr Basim said to the 
old man, "Whence hadst thou this handsome one?"; and the 
Shaykh replied, '*Hc is my brother's son, and is lately come to 
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me.” Quoih Lab, “Let him be with me this nigbt, that I may 
talk with himf and quoth the old man, "Wilt thou take him 
from me and not enchant him?" Said “Yes," and ^aid he, 
“Swear to me." So she sware to him that die would not do him 
any hurt or ensorcell him, and bidding bring him a fine horse, 
saddled and bridled with a golden bridle and dc^ed with trappings 
all of gold set with jewd$, rave die old man a thousand dina^ 
saying, "Use this/'* Then Me took Badr Basim and carried him 
off, as be were the lull moon on ita fourteenth night, whilst all 
the folk, seeing his beauty, were grieved for him and said, "By 
Allah, verily, this youth deserveth not to be bewitched by yrnder 
sorceress, the accursed i" Now King Badr Basim heard all they 
said, but was silent, committing his case to Allah Almighty, till 

they came to-^Atjd Shahia^d perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her pennitted say. 

iSbrn il teas itie Bthtn JNttbreh mH Jffftp-ttjirh 

She resumed. It hath reached m^ O auspicious King, that King 
Badr Basim ceased not faring with Quem Lab and her suite tiU 
they came to her palace-gate, where the Emirs and eunuchs and 
Lords of the realm took foot and she bade the Chamberlains 
dismiss her Officers and Grandees, who kissed ground and went 
away, whilst she entered the palace with Badr Basim and her 
eunuchs and women. Here he found a place, whose like he had 
never seen at all, for it was builded of gold and in its midst was a 
great basin brimfull of water midmost a vast flowergarden. He 
looked at the garden and saw it abounding in birds of various 
kinds and cohmns, warbling in all manner tongues and voices, 
pleasurable and plaintive. And everywhere he beheld great state 
and dominion and said, “Glory be to God, who of His bounty and 
long-suffering provideth those who serv’e other than Hit^fS" 
The Queen sat down at a latticed window overlooking the ga Hrn 
on a couch of ivory, whereon was a high bed, and King Badr 
Basim seated himself by her side, She kissed him and pressing 
him to her breast, hade her women bring a tray of food. So they 
brought a tray of red gold, inlaid wim pearb and jeweb and 
spread with all manner of viands and he and she ate, til] they 
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were sa tisfied, and washed thdr hands; after which the waiett^' 
women set on Cagons of gold and silver and gbss, tc^ether wjm 
all kinds of flowers and dishes of dried fruits. Then the Queen 
summoned the singing'woinen and there came ten maidei^, as 
they were moons, bending aJl manner of musical instruments. 
Queen Lab crowned a cup and drinking it off, filled another and 
passed it to King Badr Rasim who took and drank; and tliey 
ceased not to driidc till they bad their sufficiency, Then she bade 
the damsels sing, and they sang all manner modes till it seemed 
to B^dr as if the palace danced with lum for joy. His 

sense was ccstasied and n^ breast broadened, and he forgot his 
strangerhood and said in himself, “Verily, this Queen is voung 
and beautiful* and 1 will never leave her; for her kingdom is 
vaster than ray kingdom and she is fairer than Princess Javdiarah.” 
So he ceased not to drink with her tiU e^'CB'tide came, when they 
lighctd the lamps and waxen candles and diffused censer' 
perfumes; nor did they leave drinkinm tiU they were both 
drunken, and the singing'W'omen sang the while. Then Queen 
Lab, being in liquor, rose from her seat and lay dowm on a bed 
and dismissing her women called to Badr Basim to come and 
sleep by her side. So he lay with her, in all dehght of life till 

the morning.'-And Shahi^ad pcrcaved the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 


rafjrn it teas lf)t Attorn 5&nnbrcb nnh Jfiftp-ftmrtb iiiubL 

She said. It hath reached roe, O auspicious King, that when the 
Queen awoke .she repaired to the Hammam'bath in the palace. 
King Badr Basiro being with her, and they bathed and w’ere 
purified; after which she clad him in the finest of raiment and 
called for the service of wine. So the waiting woinen brought 
the drinking-gear and they drank. Presently, the Queen art^ 
and taking Badr Basiro by tlic hand, sat down with him chairs 
and bade bring food, whereof they ate, and washed their hands. 
Then the fetched the drinking-gear and fruits and flowers 
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and confectiors, and they ceased not to cat and drink,* whilst the 
^gwg'girb sang various airs tiU the evening, TTiey gave not 
over eating and drinking and □lerry'making for a space of forty 
days, when the Queen said to bhn, “O Badr E^m, say me 
whether is the more pleasant, this place or the shop of thine unde 
the grocer?" He replied, ”By Allah, O Queen, uiis js the pltias' 
anter, for ray uncle is but a beggarly man, who vendeth pot-herbs," 
She bughed at his words and the twain lay together in the 
pleasantest of case till the morning, when King Badr !^im 
awoke from sleep and found not Queen Lab by his side, so he 
said, “Would Heaven T knew whae can she have gone!" And 
indeed he was troubled at her absence and perplexed about the 
case, for she stayed away from him a great while and did not 
return: so he donned his dress and went seeking her hut not 
finding her, and he said to liimsell, “Haply, she is gone to the 
flowengarden." Thereupon he went out into the garden and 
came to a running rill beside which he saw a white shc-bird and 
On the stream''bank a tree full of birds of various colours, and he 
stood and watched the birds without their seeing him. And 
behold, a black bird flew down upon that white she-bird and fell 
to billing her pigeon-fashion, then he leapt on her and trod her 
three consecutive times, after which the bird c^ged and became 
a vroman, Badr looked at her and b! it was Queen Lab, So he 
knew that the black bird was a man transmewed and that she was 
enamoured of him and had transformed herself into a bird, that he 
mjg^t en|oy her; wherefore jealousy got hold upon him and he 
was wroth with the Queen ^cause of the black bird. Then he 
retum&J to his place and lay down on the carpet'bcd and after an 
hour or so she came back to him and fell to kissing him and 
Jesting with him ; but being sore incensed against her he answered 
her not a wxird. She saw wbat was to do with him and was 
assured that he had W'itncssed what betel her when she was a 
white bird and was trodden by the black bird; yet she discovered 
naught to him but concealed what ailed her. When he had done 
her need, be said to her, “O Queen, I would have thee give me 
leave to go to my uncles shop, for I long after him and have not 
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«een him these forty days.” She replied, “Go to him but tarry 
not from me, for I caianot brook to be parted from tb^, nor can 1 
endure without thee Mi hour.*' He said, “I hear and I obey," 
and mounting, rode to the shop of the Shaykh, the grocer, who 
welcomed him and rose id him and embracing him said to him, 
“How hast thou fared with yonder idolatress?" He replied, “I 
was wdl in health and happiness till this last night.*' and told him 
what had passed in the garden with the black bird.* Now when 
the old man heard his words, he said, "Beware of her, for know 
that the birds upon the tree were aU young men and strangers, 
whom she loved and enchanted and turned into birds. That 
b|ark bird tliou sawest was one of her Mamelukes whom she loved 
with exceeding love, till he cast his eyes upon one of her women, 

wherefore she changed bi rn into a black bird";--And Shahraaad 

perceived the dawm of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


Slbm it tajotr the ^eticn ^tnbrtb atib jTiftp'hftb .^tgbt. 

She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Badr Basim acquainied the old grocer with all the doings of 
Queen Lab and what he had seen of her proceedings^ the Sbaykb 
gave him to know that all the birds upon tbc tree were young 
men and strangers whom she had enchanted, and that the black 
bird was one of her Mamelukes whom she had cronsmew'ecL 
"And,*’ continued the Shaykh, “whenas she lusteth after him she 
transformeth herself into a she-bird that he may enjoy her, for she 
still loveth him with passionate love. When ^e found that thou 
knewest of her case, she plotted e%’il a^iinst thee, for she loveth 
thee not wholly. But no harm shall betide thee from her, so long 
as I protect thee; therefore fear nothing; for I am a Mc^em, by 
name Abdallah, and there is none in my day more ma^cal than 
I; yet do I not make use of graroarye save upon constraint. 
Many a time have 1 put to naught the sorceries of yonder 
accursed and delivered folk from her, and 1 care not for her, 
because she can do me no hurt: nay, she Icareth me^ with ex* 
ceeding fear, as do all in the city who, like h(^, are magicians and 
serve the fire, not the Omnipotent Sire. So to*morrow, come 
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thou to me and tell me what she doth with thcej for this vexy 
night she wiU cast about to destroy thee, and 1 wiU tdl thes how 
thou sha]£ do with her, that thou mayst save thysdf from her 
malice." Then King Badr Basim fartwelled the Shaykh and 
returned to the Queen whom he found awaiting him. When die 
him, she rose and seating him and welcoming hirr> brought 
him meat and drink and the two ace till they had enough and 
washed thdr hands; after which she called for wine and they 
dr^k til] the night was vi'ell nigh half spent, when she plied him 
with cup after cup till he was drunken and lost sense’ and wit. 
Whm she saw him thus, she said to him, “I conjure thee by 
AJlah and bv whatso thou worshippest, if I asli thee a questioa 
wilt thou inform me rightly and answer me truly?" And he bdhe 
drunks, ansu'ered, "Yes. O my lady," Quoth she. "O my brd 
and Light of mine eyes, when thou awokest last xught and foundest 
me not, thou soughtes t me, till thou sawest me in the garden, 
under the guise of a white she^bird, and also thou sawest the 
bhek bird me and tread me. Now I will tell the truth of 

this matt^, That black bird w'as one of my hdamelukes, whom I 
loved wi± exceeding lovcf but one day he cast his eyes upon a 
ce^ of my slaj^Is, wherefore jealousy gat hold upon me 
and I t^lormcd him by my spells into a black bird and iier I 
sJ^‘. But now I cannot endure without him a single hour- so 
wl^never 1 lust after him. I change mysdf into a she^bird and cd 
to him, that he may leap me and enjoy me. even as thou hast s^. 
Art mou not th^efore incensed against me, because of this, albeit 
by the virtue of Fire and Light, Shade and Heat, I bve thee 
more than ever and have made thee my portion of the world?" 
He answered (being drunken), "Thy conjecture of the cause of 
my rage is cor^t. and it had no reason other than this," With this 
^e embracirf him and kissed him and made great show of love to 
hm; thm she lay down to sleep and be by her side. Presently 
about mi^ght she from the carpet-bed and King Badr Basim 
avvake; but he feiped sleep and watched stealthily to see 
what she would do. She took out of a red bag a something red, 
which she a-midcflanosc the chamber, and it bc^e a 

ar^m, n^ng like the sea; after which she took a handful of 
barley and strewing it on the ground, watered it with water from 
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tbeliver; whereupon k became wheat in the ear, aitd ahe gathered 
it and ground it into flour, Then she set it aside and returning to 
bedf lay down by Badr Basim till morning when he arose and 
washed his face and asked her leave to visit the Shaykh his uncle. 
She gave him ptatnission and he repaired to Abdallah and told 
him what had passed. The old man laughed and said, **By Allah, 
diis miscreant witcl^kitteth mischief against thee; but reck thou 
not of her ever!" Then he gave him a pound of parched oorn‘ 
and said to him, "‘Take this with thee and know that, w^hen she 
seeth it, she will ask thee, ‘What is this and what wilt thou do 
wnth it?' Do thou answer, ‘Abundance of good diings is good*; 
and cat of it. Then will she bring forth to ^ce parched grain of 
her own and say to thee, ‘Eat of this Sawik'; and do thou fdgn 
to her that thou eatest thereof, but eat of this instead, and beware 
and have a care l«t diou eat of hers e\'en a grain; for, an thou 
cat so much as a grain thereof, her spells will have power over 
thee and she w'ill erudiant thee and say to thee, ‘Leave this form 
of a man.' Whereupon thou wilt quit thine own ^ape for what 
shape she will. But, an thou eat not thereof, her enchantments 
will be null and void and no harm will betide thee therefrom; 
whereat she w'ill be shamed with shame exceeding and say to 
thee, ‘I did but jest with thee!’ Then will she make a show of 
love and fondness to thee; but this wiE all be but hj'pocrisy in her 
and craft. And do thou also make a show of love to her and 
say to her, ‘O my lady and light of mine eyes, eat of this parched 
barley and see how d^’dous it is.* And if she eat thereof, though 
it be but a grain, take water in thy band and tlirow it in her face, 
saying, "Quit this human form’ (for what fonn soever thou wilt 
have her take). Then leave her and come to me and I will counsel 
thee what to do.” So Badr Basiiti took leave of him and retunung 
to the palace, went in to the Queen, who said to him, “Welcome 
and well come and good cheer to theef” And she rose and kissed 
him, saying, ‘Thou hast tarried long from me, O my lord*' He 
replied, ‘T have been with my uncle, and he gave me to cat of 
this Saw’ik,” Quoth she, “We have better than that.” Then she 
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laid his parched Sawik m one plate and hers m another and said 
to him, “Eat of this, for 'tis better titan thine/' So he feigned to 
eat of it and when she thought he had done so, she took water in 
her band and sprinkled him therewith, saying, “Quit this form, O 
thou gallows'bird, thou miserable, and f^e that of a muk 000 * 
eyed and foul of favour/' But he changed not; which when ^ 
saw, she arose and went up to him and kissed him between the 
eyes, saying, “O my bebved, 1 did but jest with thee? bear me no 
malice because of this.” Quoth he, “O my lady, 1 bear thee no 
whit of malice; nay, 1 am assured that thou bvest me: but eat 
of this my parched barley/’ So she ate a mouthful of Abdallah's 
Sawik; but no sooner had it settled in her stomach than she was 
convulsed; and King Badr Basim took water in his palm and 
threw it in her face, saying, "Quit this human form and take that 
of a dapple mule.” No sooner had lie spoken than she found 
heisdf changed into a she^mulc, whereupon the tears rolled down 
her cheeks and she fell to rubbing her muxde against his feet. 
Then he would have bridled her, but she would not take the bit; 
so he left her and, going to the grocer, told him what had passed. 
Abdallah brought out for him a bridle and hade him rein her 
forthwith. So he took it to the palace, and when she saw him, 
she came up to him and he set the bit in her mouth and mounting 
her, rode forth to find the Shaykh. But when the old man saw 
her, he rose and said to her, "Almighty Allah confound thee, O 
accursed woman!” Then quoth he to Badr, “O my son, there is 
no more tarrying for diee in this city; so ride her and fare wdth 
her whither diou wdlt and beware lest thou commit the bridle^ to 
any/* King Badr thanked him and fareweiling him, fared on three 
days, without ceasing, till he drew near another city and there 
met him an old man, gray'hcaded and comely, who said to 
“Whence oomest thou, O my son?" Badr replied, "From the 
city of this witch"; and the old man said, "Thou an my guest 
Onight.” He consented and went with Him; but by way 
behold, they met an old W'oman, who wept when she saw the mule, 
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and said, '‘There is no god but the God! Verily, this mule re- 
^mbleth my son s she-mule, which is dead, and my heart acheth 
lor her; so, Allah upon chce, O my lord, do thou her to me!" 
He replied, “By Allah, O my mother, I cannot sell her." But she 
cried, “Allah upon thee, do not refuse my request, for my son will 
surely be a dead man except 1 buy him this mule," And she un* 
poituned him, till he exclaimed, ‘T will not sell her ave for a 
thousand dinars,”' saying in himself, “Whence should this old 
woman get a thousand gdd piec^?" Thereupon she brought out 
from her girdle a purse containing a thousand ducats, which when 
King Badr Basim saw. he said, “O my mother, 1 did but jest 
with thee; I cannot sell her," But the old roan looked at him and 
said, “O my son, m this dry none may Ue, for whoso lieth they 
put to death." So King Badr Basim lighted down from the mule 

-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say 

her permitted say. 
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She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspidcFUS King, that when 
Badr Basim dismounted from and delivered the mine to the old 
woman, she drew’ the bit from her mouth and, taking water in her 
hand, sprinkled the mule therewith, saying, “O my daughter, quit 
this shape for that form wherein thou w^t aforetime!" Upon 
this she was straightway restored to her original semblance and 
the two women emh rarpd and kissed each otocr. So King Badr 
Basim knew that the old woman was Queen Lab's mother and 
diat he liad been tricked and would have fled; when, lo! the old 
woman whistled a loud whistle and her call was obe^'cd by an 
IfrJt as he were a great mountain, whereat Badr was a^righted and 
stood still. Then the old woman mounted on the Ifrit's back, 
taking her daughter behind her and King Badr Basim before her, 
and ^e Ifrit flew off with them; nor was it a full hour ere they 
were in the palace of Queen Lab, *who sat down on the chrone of 
kingship and said to Badr, "Gallows'bird that thou art, now am 
1 come hither and have attained to that I desired and soon wilt I 
show thee how I will do with thee and with yonder old man the 
grocer? How many favours have I shown him! Yet he doth me 
irowardness: for thou hast not attained thine end but by means of 
him." Then she took water and sprinkled him therewith, saying, 
VOL VII. 
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“Quit the shape wherdn thou art for the form of a foul'favoured 
fowl, the foulest of all fowls’’^ aod she set bini in a cage and cut 
off from him meat and drink; but one of her women seeing this 
cruelty, took compassion on him and ffive him food and water 
without her knowledge. One day, the damsel Kick her mistress at 
unawares and going forth the palace, repaired to the old grocer, to 
whom she told the whole case, saying, “Queen Lab is minded to 
m^e an end of thy bnsthcr s son.” The ^laykh thanked her and 
said. ‘Tliere is no help but tlrat I take the city from her and 
make thee Queen thereof in her stead." Then be whistled a loud 
wldsde and there came forth to him an Ifrit with four wings, to 
whom he said, “Take up this damsel and cany her to the city of 
Julnar the Sea-born and her mother Far^haJi^ for they twain are 
the most pow'erful magicians on face of earth,” And he said to 
the damsel, “When thou comest thither, tell them that King Badr 
Basim is Queen Lab s captive,” Then the Ifrit took up his load 
and, flying off with her, in a little w'hile set her down upon the 
terrace roof of Queen Julnar's palace. So she descended and 
going in to the Queen, kissed the earth and told her what had 
passed to her son, ffrst and last, whereupon Julnar rose to her and 
entreated her w'ith honour and thanked her. Then she let beat 
the drums in the city and acquainted her lieges and the brds of 
her realm with the good news that King Badr Basim was found; 
after which she and her mother Farashah and her brother Salih 
assembled all the trib^ of the Jinn and the troops of the mam; 
for the Kings of the Jinn obey^ them since the taking of King 
Al-Samandal. Presently they all flew up into the air and lighting 
down on the city of the sorceress, sacked the town and the palace 
and slew all the Unbelievers therein in the twinkling of an eye. 
Then said Julnar to the damsel, “Where is my son?” And the 
slave-girl brought her the cage and signing to the bird within, 
cried, “This is thy son.” So Jidnar took him forth of the cage 
and sprinkled him with water, saying, "Q'^t this shape for the 
fonn wherein thou wast a/oretlme;” nor had she made an end of 
her speech ere he shook and became a man as before: whereupon 
his mother, seeing him lestDred to human shape, embraced nim 
and he wept with sore weeping. On like wise did his unde Salih 
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and bi 5 ^an<Imother and the daughters of liis unde and fell to 
kissing h »3 hands and feet. Then julnar salt for S^iajfkh 
Abdallah and thanking him for his k^d dealing with her son, 
married Iiim to the damsd» whom he had desptdied to her with 
news of him, and made him King of the city. Moreover, she 
summoned those who survived of tlie dtnxms (and they were 
hloslems), and made them swear fealty to him and take the oath 
of loyalty, whereto tliey replied, “Hearkening and obedience!" 
Then she and her company iarewelled him and returned to their 
own capital. The townsfolk came out to meet dietn, with drums 
beating, and decorated the place three days and held high festival, 
of the greatness of their joy for the return of their King Badr 
Basim. After this Badr said to his mother. “O my mother, 
naught remains but that I marry and we be all unitkl." She 
replied, "Right is thy rede, O my son, hut wait rill we ask who 
bditteth thee among the daughters of the Kings." An d his grand¬ 
mother Farasliah, and the (fiughters of both his uncles ^id, "O 
Badr Basitn, W'c will help thee to win thy wish forthright." Then 
cadi of them arose and fared forth quesring in die Lands, whibt 
Julnar sent out her waiting women on the necks of Ifrits, bidding 
them leave not a dty nor a King's palace without noting all the 
Kandaome girls that were therein. But, when King Badr Basim 
saw the trouble they were taking in this matter, he said to Julnar, 
“O my mother, leave this thing, for none will content me save 
Jauharah, daughter of King Al-Samandal: for that is indeed 
a jewd,^ according to her name." Replied Julnar, “I know that 
which thou seekest;” and bade torthright bring Al-Samandal the 
King. As soon as he was present, she sent for Badr Basim and 
acquainted him with the King's coining, whereupon he went in to 
him. Now when Al-Samandal w-as aware of his presence, he rose 
to him and saluted him and bade him welcome; and King Eidr 
Basim demanded of him his dau^ter Jauharah in marriage. 
Quoth he, “She is thine handmaid and at thy service and dispo¬ 
sition,” and despatched some of his suite bidding them seek her 
abode and, after telling her that her sire was in the hands of King 
Badr Basim, to bring her forthright. So they flew up into the air 
and disappeared and they returned after a while, with the Princess 
who, as soon as she saw her father, went up to him and threw her 
arms round his neck. Then looking at her he said, ‘O my 
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Aiu^ter, know that i have given thee in wedlock to this mag- 
nanimous Sovran, and valiant lion King Badr Basim, son of Queen 
Julnar the Scs'bom, for that he is the goodliest of the folk of bus 
day and most powerful and the most exalted of them in degree 
and the noblest in rank; he befitteth none but thee and thou none 
but him," Answered she, "I may not gaii^y theci O my sire; 
do as thou wdi, for indeed chagrin and despite are at an end, and 
I am one of his handmaids." So they summoned the Kaju and 
the witnesses w-ho drew up the marriagfr-contract between King 
Badr Basim and the Princess Jauharah, and the citizens decorated 
the city and beat the drums of rejoicing, and they released all who 
were in the jails, whilst the King clothed the widows and the 
orphans and bestowed robes of honour upon the Lords of the 
Realm and Emirs and Grandees: and they made bride-feasts and 
hdd high festival night and mom ten days, at the end of which 
time tl^y displayed the bride, in nine dilferent dresses, before 
King Badr Basim who bestowed an honourable robe upon King 
Al'Samandal and sent him back to his country and people and 
kinsfolk. And they ceased not from living the most dder^le of 
life and the most solaceful of days, eating and drinking and 
enjoying every luxury, till there came to them the Destroyer of 
delights and the Sunderer of Sodedes; and this is the end of 
their story/ may Allah have mercy on them all! Moreover, O 
auspicious King, a tale is also told anenc 


KING MOblAMMED BIN SABAIK AND THE 
MERCHANT HASAN. 

Tiimt: was once, in days of ^rare and in ages and times long gane 
before, a Kmc of the Kings of the Persians, b>' name Mohammed 
bin Sabmk. who ruled over Khoras^-land and used every year to 
go on razzia into the countries of the Miscreants in Hind and 
Sind and China and the lands of Mawarannahr beyond the Oxus 
and other regions of the barbariarts and what not else. He was a 
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juat King, a valiant and a generous, and bved table-talk ‘ and tales 
and veraes and anecdote and hiEtories and entertaining stories 
and legends of the and^ts. Whoso knew a rare redtal and re- 
Uted it to h j ni in such fashion as to please him he would bestow 
on him a sumptuous robe of honour and clothe him from head to 
foot and give him a thousand dinars, and mount him on a horse 
saddled and bridled besides other great ^fis; and the man would 
take all this and wtaid his way. Now it chanced that one day 
there came an old man before him and related to him a rare 
story, which pleased the King and made him marvel, so he ordered 
him a ma^nficent present, amongst other things a thousand 
dinars of ^orasan and a horse with its houamgs and trappings, 
After this, the bruit of the Kings rounificcnce was blated 
abroad in all countries and there heard of him a man, Hasan 
the Merchant hight, who was generous, open-handed and learned, 
a scholar and an accomplished poet. Now the King had an 
envious Waair, a multurn'in-parvo of ill, loving no man, rich nor 
poor, and whoso came before the King and he gave him aught 
he envied him and said, "Verily, this fa^ion aniuhilateth wealth 
and ruineth the land; and such is the custom of the King. 
But this W’as naught save envy and despite in that Minister, 
Presendy the King heard talk of Hasan the Merchant and sending 
for him , said to him as soon as he came into the presence, O 
Merchant Hasan, this Waair of mine veaeth and mwarteth me 
concerning the money I give to poets and boon-campanions and 
story-tellers and glo^men, and I would have thee tdl me a goodly 
history and a rare story, such as I have never before heard. An 
it please me, I will give thee lands galore, with their forts, in 
free tenure, in addition to thy 6efs and untaxed lands; besides 
which J wdl put my whole kingdom in thy hands and make 
thee my Ghiel Wazir; so shaft thy sit on my right hand and 
rule my subjects. But, an thou bring me not that which I bid 
thee, I will take ah that b in thy hand and banish thee ray 
realm.” Rephed Hasan, "Hearkening and obedience to our lord 
the King! But thy slave beseecheth thee to have patience with 
him a year; then will be tcU thee a tale, such as thou hast never 
in thy L’fe heard, neither hath other than thou heard its like, not 
to say a better than it." Quoth the King, I grant thee a 
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whole year*8 ddUy.” And he called for a costly robe of honour 
wherein he robed Hasan, saying, ’"Keep thy house and mount not 
horse> neither go nor come for a y^'s time, till thou bring me 
that 1 seek of 3iee. An thou hri^ it, especial favour awaiteth 
thee and tliou maysc count upon that which I have promised 
thee; but, an thou bring it not, thou art not of us nor are we 

of thee."-^And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her pennitted say. 


HllrrR it tsa«( the ^eben ©unbreh anb Jfiftp-fiebmtt) 

She said. It bath reached me, O auspidous King, that when 
King Mohammed son of Sabaik said to hhuian the MerdiMt, 
An thou bring me that 1 seek of thee, especial favour awaiteth 
thee and thou mayest now rejoice m that which I have promised 
thee; but, an thou bring it not, thou art not of us nor are we of 
thee." Hasan kissed ground before the King and went out from 
the presmee, Tlien he chose five of the be^ of his Mamdukes, 
who could all write and read and were learned, intelligent, accotD' 
plished; and he gave each of them five thousand dinars, saying, 
"I reared you not save for the like of this day; so do ye help 
me to further the Kill’s desire and deliver me from his 
hand." Quoth they, “What wilt thou have us cb? Our lives be 
thy ransotnl Quoth he, "I wish you to ^ each to a different 
country and seds out dligently die learned and erudite and 
bterate and the tellers of wondrous stories and marvellous histories 
and do your endeavour to procure me the story of ^yf al' 
Muluk. If ye find it with any one, pay him what price soever 
he asketh for it aJtliough he demand a thousand dinars; give 
him what ye may and promise him the rest and bring me the story; 
for whoso happeneth on it and bringeth it ti> me, I will bestow 
on him a cosdy robe of honour and largesse galore, and there 
shall be to me none mote worshipped than he." Then said he 
to one of them. "Hie thou to Al-Hind and Al-Sind and all 
thdr provinces and dependencies." To another, “Hie ^ou to the 
home of the E^fersians and to China and her climates." To the 
third. Hie thou to the land of Khorasan with its districts." To 
the fourth, Hic thou to Mauritania and all its regions, districts, 
provinces and (quarters, * And to the fifth, *'^Hie thou to Syria 
and Egypt and their outliers." Moreover, he chose them out an 
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auspicious day and said to thctn^ “Fare ye forth this day and 
be diligent in the accomplishment of my need and be not doth' 
ful, chough the case cost you your lives." So they farewdled 
him and dq^arted, each taking d^e direcdon prescribed to him. 
Now, four of them were absent four months^ and searched but 
found nothing; so they returned and told their master, whose 
breast was straitened, that they had ransacked towns and cities 
and countries for the thing he sought, but had happened upon 
naught thereof. Mcanwhde, the fifth servant journeyed till he 
came to the land of Syria and entered Damascus, which he found 
a pleasant dty and a secure, abounding in trees and rills, leas and 
fruiteries and birds chandiig the praises of Allah the One, the All' 
powerful of sway. Creator of Ni^t and Day, Here he tarried 
some time, asking for his maker’s desire, but none answered him, 
wherefore he was on the point of departing thence to another 
place, w'hen he met a young man running and stumbling over his 
skirts. So he asked of him, “Wherefore runnest thou in such 
eagerness and whither dost thou press?" And he answered, 
“There is an elder here, a man of learning, who every day at this 
time taketh his seat on a stool' and relateth talcs and stories and 
delectable anecdotes, whereof never heard any the like; and I am 
running to get me a place near him and feat I shall find no room, 
because of the much folk." Quoth the Mameluke, “Take me 
with thee;" and t^uoth the youth, “Make haste in thy walking.” 
So he shut his door and hastened with him tD the place of 
recitation, where he saw an old man of bright favour seated on a 
stool holding forth to the folk. He sac down near him and 
addressed hitnsdf to hear his story, till the going down of the 
sun, when the old man made an end of his tile and the people, 
having heard it all, dispersed from about him; whereupon the 
Mamduke accosted him and saluted him, and he returned his 
salam and greeted him with the utmost ’worship and courtesy. 
Then said t£c messenger to him, my lord Shaykh, thou art a 
comely and reverend man, and thy discourse is goodly; but I 
would fain ask thee of somewhat.” Replied the old man, "Ask 
of what thou wilt!” Then said the Mamduke, “Hast thou the 
story of Sayf al'Muluk and Badi'a al'Jamal?" Rejoined the 
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dder^ “Arid who told thee of thia story aiid informed thee 
thereof?" Answered the messenger, '‘None cold me of it, but I 
am come from a far country, in quest of this tale, and I will pay 
thee whatever thou astest for its price if thou have it and wit, of 
thy bounty and charity, impart it to me and make it an alms to 
me, of the generosity of thy nature for, had I my life In my hand 
and lavished it upon thee for this thing, yet were it pleasing to my 
heart,** Replied the old man, "Be of good cheer and keep thine 
eye cool and dear: thou shalt have it; but this is no story that 
one tdleth in the beaten highway, nor do 1 give it to every one ” 
Cried the Other, "By Allah, O my lord, do not grudge k me, but 
ask of me what price thou wdt.'* * And the old man, '‘If thou 
wish for the history give me an hundred dinars and thou sh a k 
have it; but upon five conditions." Now when the Mameluke 
knew that the old man had the story and was willing to sell it 
to him, he joyed with exceeding joy and said, "1 vrill give thee the 
hundred dinars by way of price and ton to boot as a gratuity and 
take it on the conditions of which thou speakesc.” S^d the old 
man, “Then go and fetch the gold pieces, and take th^t thou seek' 
est," So the messenger kissed his hands and joyful and happy re* 
turned CO bis lodging, where he laid an hundred and ten dinars' in 
a purse he had by him. As soon as morning morrowei he donned 
his clothes and taking the dinars, repaired to the story't^er, 
whom he found seated at the door of his bouse. So he saluted 
him and the other returned his salam. Then he gave him the gold 
and the old man took it and carrying the messenger into his house 
made him sit down in a convenient place, when he set before 
him ink-case and reed-pen and paper and giving him a book, said 
to liim, "'Write out what thou seekest of die night-story® of Sayf 
al'Muluk from this book. Accordingly theMamduke fell co work 
and wrote till he had made an end ofhis copy, when he read it to 
ihc old man, and he corrected it and presently said to him. 
Know, O my son, tlpt my five conditions are as follows; firstly, 
that thou tell no( this story in the beaten high toad nor before 
women and slave-girls nor to black sb^'ira nor fea^er-heads; nor 
again to boys; but read it only before Kings and Bmiis and 
Wazirs and men of learning, such as expounders of the Koran 
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and others." Thereupon the messenger accepted the conditions 
and kissing the old man's hand, took leave of him, and fared forth. 

-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say 

her permitted say. 


Mfjen ft tf)e £»etaen il^unbridi anb i^ightx 

She continued. It hath reached mc^ O auspicious King, that when 
the Mameluke of Hasan the Merchant had copied the tale out of 
the book belonging to the fjJd man of Damascus, and had accepted 
his conditions and famvelled him, he fared forth on the same day, 
and joyful, and journeyed oa diligently, of the excess of ms 
contentment, for that he had gotten the story of Sayf ai'Muluk, 
till he came to his own country, when he despatched his set^iint 
to bear the good news to h^ master and say to him, "Thy 
Mameluke is come back in safety and hath won his wdl and h4 
aim." (Now of the term appointed between Hasan and the King 
there w'anted but ten da>' 5 .) Then, after taking rest in his own 
quarters he himself went in to die Merchant and told hirr i all that 
bad befallen him and gave him the book containing the story of 
Sayf ai'Muluk and fedi’a al-JamaL, when Hasan joyed with 
exceeding joy at the sight and b^towed on him all the clothes he 
had on and gave him ten thoroughbred horses and the like 
number of camds and mules and three negro chattels and two 
white sbves. Then Hasan took the book and copied out the story 
plainly in his own hand; after which he presented himself before 
the King and said to him, "O thou auspicious King, 1 have 
brought thee a night'Story and a rarely pleasant relation, whose 
lil« none ever iw^d at all.'’ When these words reached the 
King s car, he sent forthri^t for aU the Emirs, who were men of 
understanding, and all the learned doctors and folk of erudition 
and culture and poets and wits; and Hasan sac dowrn and read the 
history before the King, who marvelled thereat and approved it, 
as did all who were present, and they showered gold and silver 
and jewels upon the Merchant. Morew'cr, the King bestowed on 
him a costly robe of honour of the richest of his raiment and gave 
him a great city with its castles and outliers; and be appointed 
him one of bis Chief Wajirs and seated him on his ri^t hand. 
Then he caused the scribes write the story in letters of gold and 
lay it up in his privy treasures; and whenever his breast was 
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straicened. he wouid sumiDOn Hasan and he would read him the 
story,* * which was as follows:— 


Story of Prince Snyf flhMtdtdt and the 
Princess Bodi a ahjamai^ 

Theile was once, in days of old and m ages and times long told, 
a King in Egypt called Asim bin Safwan,® who was z liberal and 
beneficent eo\’ran, venerable and nmjesde. He owned many cities 
and sconces and foroesses and troops and warriors and had a 
Warir named Paris bin Salih,* and he and all his subjects 
worshipped the sun and the fire, instead of the All-powerful Sire, 
the Glorious, the Victorious. Now this King was become a very 
old nian, w'eakened and wasted with age and sickness and dc' 
crepltude; for he had lived an hundred and fourscore years and 
had no child, male or female, by reason whereof he was e^^er in 
cark and care from morning to night and from night to mom. It 
SO happened that one day ot the days;, he was sitting on Ac throne 
of his Kingship, with his Emirs and Waziis and and 

Gnmdees in attendance on liim, according to thpir custom, in theit 
several stations, and whenever there came in an Emir, who had 
with hm a son or two sons, or haply three who stood at the sides 
of their sires the King envied him and said in himself, “Every 
one of these is happy and rejoiceth in his childFen, whilst I, I 
have no child, and ttmorrow I die and leave my reign and 
throne and lands and hoards, and strangers will take them and 
none will me in memory nor will there remain any menrion 
of me in the world,” Then he became drowned in the sea of 
thought and for the much thronging of griefs and anxieties upon 
his heart, like travellers faring for the well, he ^ed tears and 
descending from his throne, sat down upon the lloor,^ weeping 
and humbling himself before the Lord, Now when the Wasir and 
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noubles of the realm and othenj who were present m the assembly 
saw him do thus with his royal person, they feared for lix-es 
and let the poursui\'ants abud to the ueges, saying, “fhe yc 
to your homes and rest till the King recover from what aikth 
him." So they went away, leaving none in the pre»nce save the 
Minister who, as soon as the King came to himself, kissed groxmd 
between his hands and said, ‘‘O King of the Age and the Time, 
\^he^efore this weeping and wailing? Tdl me who hath trans^ 
gtessed against thee of the Kings or Cast e llans or Emirs or 
Grandees, and inform me who hadi thwarted thee, O my liege 
lord, that we may all fall on him and tear his soul hom his two 
sides." But he spake not neither raised his head; whereupon the 
Minister kissed ground before him a second time and said to him, 
"O Master,* I am even as Ay son and Ay slave, nay, I have 
rested Aec; yet know I not Ae cause of Ay caA and chagrin ai^ 
of this Ay case; and who Aould know but I who Aould stand in 
my stead between Ay hands? Tell me therefore why tl^ weeing 
and wherefore thine affliction." Neverthel^ Ae King ndAcr 
opened his mouA nor raised his head, but ceased not to weep and 
cry wiA a loud crying^d lament wuA exceeding lamentation 
and ejaculate, “Alas!" ^e Waair took patience wiA him awhile, 
after which he said to him, “Except Aou tell me Ae c a us e of this 
thine affliction, I will set Ais sword to my heart and will Aiy 
myself before thine eyes, rather Aan see Aee Aus distressed. 
Then King Asim raised bis head and, wiping away his tears, said, 
“O Mnister of good counsel and experience, leave me to my are 
and my chagrin, for Aat whiA is in my heart of sorrow sufflceA 
me." But Paris said, ‘Tell me, O King, Ae cause of Cl^ thy 

weeping, haply Allah will appoint Aee relief at my hanA. - 

And ShArazad perceived Ae dawn of day and ceased saying Iwr 
permitted say. 


it tauuf Ae ifeAen ^unhreh anh ^iftp-ninA 

She pursued. It haA reached me, O auspiciaus King, that Ac 
Wazir said to King Asitii, ‘Tell me Ae ause of Ais Ay weeping; 
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haply Mah shall appoint thee relief at my hands." Replied the 
Kingj “O Wa^ir, I weep not icar monies nor horses nor kingdoms 
nor aught else, but chat 1 am become an oM man, yea, very old, 
nigh upon an hundred and fourscore years of age, and I have not 
beki blessed with a child, male or female: so, when 1 die, the)' 
will bury me and my trace will be effaced and my name cut off; 
the stranger will take tny throne and reign and cone will ever 
make mention of my being." Rejoined die Mjnistcr Paris, "O 
King of the Age, I am older than thou by an hundred years yet 
have 1 nm'er been blest with boon of child and cease not day 
and night from cark and care and concern; so how shall we do, 
I and diou?" Quoth Aaim, "O Wasir, h^ thou no device or 
shift in this matter?" and quoth the Minister, “Know, O King 
that 1 have heard of a Sovran in the land of Sabd' by name 
Solomon David'SOn (upon the twain be the Peace!),* who pre* 
tendeth to prophetship and avoucheth that he hath a mighty Lord 
who can do all things and whose kingdom is in the Heavens and 
who hath dominion over all mankind and birds and beasts and 
over the wind and the Jinn. Moreover, he keaneth the speech of 
birds and the language of every other created thing; and withal, 
he calleth all creatures to the worship of his Lord and discourse 
to them of their service. So let us send him a messenger in the 
King's name and seek of him our need, beseeching him to put up 
prayer to his Lord, that He voucWfe ea^ of us boon of issue. 
If liis Faith be soothfast and his Lord Omnipotent, He wdl 
assuredly bless each of us with a child male or female, and if the 
thing thus fall out, wc will enter his faith and worship his Lord; 
else will we take padence and devise us another de\’ice " The 
King cried, "This is well seen, and my breast is broadened by 
this thy speech; but where shall we tod a messenger beStting 
this grave matter, for that this Solomon is no Kinglet and the 
approaching him is no light affair? Indeed, J will send b iTn none, 
on the like of this matter, save thyself; for thou art ancient and 
versed in all manner affairs and the like of thee is the tike of 
myself; wherefore 1 desire that thou weary thyself and journey 
to him and occupy thyself sedulously with accomplishing this 
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matter, so haply solace may be at thy hand." The M^ter said, 
“1 hear and 1 obey; but rise thou forthwith and scat thee upon 
the throne, so the Emirs and Lords of the realm and officers and 
the lieg^ may enter applyini; themselves to thy service, according 
to thdr custom; for they all went away from thee, troubled at 
heart on thine account. Then will I go out and set forth on the 
Sovran's errand.*' So the King arose forthright and sat down on 
the throne of his kingship, whilst the Waiir went out and said to 
the Chamberlain, "Bid the folk proceed to their service, as of their 
wont." Accordingly the troops and Captains and Lords of the 
land entered, after they bad spread the tablte and ate and drank 
and withdrew as was their wont, after which the Waiir Fans 
went forth from King Asim an^ repairing to his own house, 
equipped bimsell' for travel and returned to tte King, who opened 
to him the treasuries and provided him w'ith rarities and things 
of price and rich stuffs and gear without compare, such as nor 
Emir nor Waiir hath power to posess. Moreover, King Asim 
chained him to accost Solomon with reverence, foregoing him 
with the salam but not exceeding in speech; "and (continued 
he) then do thou ask of him thy need, and if he say ’tis granted, 
return to us in haste, for I shall be awaiting thee." Accordingly, 
the Minister kissied hands and took the presents and setting out, 
fared on night and day, till he came within fifteen days' journey 
of Saba. Meanwhile Allah (extolled and exalted be He!) inspired 
Sobmon the son of David (the Peace be upon both!) and said 
to him, "O Solomon, the King of Egypt sendeth unto thee his 
Chief Wamr, with a present ot rarities and such and such things 
of price; so do thou also despatch thy Counsellor Asaf tan 
Barkhiya to meet him with honour and with victual at the halting' 
places; and when he cometh to thy presence, say unto him, 
'Ve^y, King hath sent thee in quest of this and that and thy 
business is thus and thus.* Then do thou propound to him The 
Saving Faith."* Whereupon Solomon bode his Wazir make 
ready a company of his retainers and go forth to meet the 
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Mmistcr of Egypt with honour and sinnptuous provision at the 
halting'places. & Asaf made ready ali that waa needed for thdr 
entertainment and setting out, fared on till he fdl in with Paris 
and accosted him with the salam, honouring him and his company 
with exceeding honour. Moreover, be brought them provaunt 
and pro\'ender at the halting-pbces and said to them, "Well come 
and welcome and fair welcome to the coming guests! Rejoice in 
the certain winning of your wish! Be your souls of good cheer 
and your eyes cool and dear and your breasts be broadened!" 
Quoth Fans in himseli, * *‘\Vho aetjuainted him wdth this?"; and 
he said to Asaf,* "O my lord, and gave ^ee to know of us 
and our need? It was Solomon son of David (on whom be 
the Peace!), told us of this!" "And who cold our lord Solomon?" 
"The Lord of the heaven and the earth told him, the God of aU 
creatures!" "Tbs is none odacr than a mighty God!” "And 
do ye not worship him?" "We worship the Sun, and prostrate 
ourselves thereto.” "O Waair Paris, the sun is but a star of the 
stars created by Allah (ewoUed and exalted be He!), and Allah 
forbid that it should be a Lord! Because whiles it riseth and 
whiles it setteth, but our Lord is ever present and never afwpni- 
and He over ail things is Omnipotent!” Then they journeyed on 
a little while till they came to the land Saba and drew near the 
throne of Solomon David'son, (u|^n the twain be peace!), who 
co mmand ed his hosts of men and Jinn and others® to form line on 
their road. So the beasts of the sea and the elephants and leopards 
and lynxes and all beasts of the land ranged themselves in 
on ei^er side of the way, after their several kinds, and similarly 
the Jinn drew out in two ranks, appearing all to mortal eyes 
Without concealment, in divers forms grisly and gruesome. $0 
line<{ the road on either hand, and the birds bespread their 
wmgs over the host of creatures to shade diem, w'arbling one to 
other in all manner of voices and tongues. Now when the people 
of Eg>'pt came to this terrible array, they dreaded it and durst 
not proceed; but Asaf said to them, “Pass on amidst them and 
walk forward and fear them not; for they are slaves of Solomon 
son of D^vld| nons of them wili b^xiD So sziyingf hs 
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entered between the ranks^ fcdlowed by all the folk and amongst 
them the Waiir of Egypt and his company, fearful: and they 
ceased not faring forwards till they reached the city, where diey 
lodged the e:^assy in the guest-house and for the space of three 
days cntercauied them sumptuously, entreating them w'tth the 
upnost honour. Then, they earned ^em before Solomon, prophet 
of Allah (on whom be the Peace!), and when entering they wouid 
have, ki s sed the earth before him ; but he forbade them, saying, 
“It befitteth not a man prostrate himself to earth save befo^ 
Allah (to whom belong Might and Majesty!), Creator of Earth 
and Heaven and all odber things; wherefore, whosoever of you 
hath a mind to sit let him I* seated in my service, or to stand, 
let him stand, but let none stand to do me w'orship." So they 
obeyed him and the Wasir Fans and some of his intimates sat 
dowm, w'hslst certain of the lesser sort remained afoot to wait on 
him, When they had sat awhile, the sen-'ants spread the tables 
Md they all, men and beasts, ate their sufficiency.’ Then Solomon 
bade Fans expound lua errand, that it mi^t be accomplisheci 
saying, “Speak and hide naught of that wherefor thou art come: 
for I ^ow why ye come and what is your errand^ which is thus 
md tous. The King of Egypt who despatched thee, Asi’m bight, 
hath become a very old man, infirm, decrepit; and Allah (whose 
name be exalted!) hath not blessed him with offispring, male or 
fraale. So he abode in cark and care and chagrin from moxn to 
lught and from night to mom. It so happared that one day of 
the days ^ he sat upon the throne of hia liigship with his Emirs 
and Waiics, and Captains and Grandees in attendance on him, he 
saw some of them with two sons, others with one, and others w'ith 
evm three, who came ’with their sires to do him service. So he 
smd in himself, of the excess of his sorrow, 'Who shall get my 
kingdom after my death? Will any save a stranger take it? 
And thus sh all 1 pass out of being as though I had never been!' 
Cb this account he became drowned in the sea of thought, until 
his eyes were flooded with tears and he covered bis face with his 
kerchief and wept with sore w'eeping. Then he rose from off his 
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cbrone and down upon the Qoor wailing and lam en ^ng and 
none knew what waa in heart as he greveUed in die grotmd sat« 

Allah Almighty/'-And Shahrasad perceived the ^wn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 


IShcn It toasf the j&ebrn ^nhreh anh Sixtieth 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Solomon 
David'son (umn both of whom be peace!) after df^tn'^tng to the 
Wazir Fans that which had passed between himself and his mas¬ 
ter. King Asim, said to him, "Is this that I have told thee the truth, 
O Wazir?” Replied Paris, “O prophet of Allah, this thou 
said is indeed sooth and vericy: but when we discoursed of this 
matter, none was with the King and myself, nor was any ware of 
our case; who, then cold thee of all ^cse things?” Answered 
Solomon, "They were cold to me by my Lord who knoweth what-' 
so is concealed' from the eye and what is hidden in the breasts." 
Quoth Paris, “O Prophet of Allah, verily this is none other than a 
mighty Lord and an omnipotent God!" And he Llamized with 
all his many. Then said &bmon to him, “Thou hast with dice 
such and such presents and rarities;" and Paris replied ‘^'Yes/' 
The prophet continued, "I accept them all and give them in free 
gift unto thee. So do ye rest, thou and thy company, in thg place 
where you have been lodging, tih the fatigue of the journey shall 
cease from you; and Ciomotnow, InshaUah! thine errand sha l l be 
acromplished to the uttermost, if it be the will of AHah the Mo^ 
Jiigh, Lord of heaven and earth and the light which foUoweCh the 
gIoom;CrEator of all creatures." So Paris returned to his quartets 
and passed the night in de^ thought. But when morning moT' 
row^ he presented Kimsetf before the Lord Solomon, who said 
to him. When thou retumest to King Asim bin Safwan and you 
twain are re-unjted, do ye both go forth some day armed with 
bow, bolts ^d brand, and fare to such a pbee, where ye shall 
find a certain tree. Mount upon it and sit silent undl me mid' 
hour between noon-prayer and that of mid-afternoon, when die 
noontide heat hath cooled; then descend and look at the foot 
of the tree, whence ye wfll see two serpents come for^ one 
with a head like aa ape's and the other with a head like an 
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Ifrits. Shoot them yc twain with bolts and kill them both: 
then cut off a span s length from their heads and the like from 
their tails and Uirow it away, The rest of the Oesh cook and 
cook well and give it to your wives to eat: then lie with tbem 
that night and, hy Allah’s leave, they ^aU conceive and bear 
male children.” Moreover, he gave him a seal-ring, a sword, and 
a wrapper containing two tunics* embroidered with gold and 
jewels, saying, ”0 Wasir Faris, when your sons grow im to 
man’s estate, give to each of them one of these timks.” Then 
said he, “In the name of Alkh! May the ALnJghty accomplish 
your desirel And now nothing remaineth for thee but to depart, 
relying on the blessing of the Lord the Most High, for the King 
tooketh for thy return night and day and bis eye is ever gating 
on the road.” So the Watir advanced to the prophet Solomon 
son of David (upon both of whom be the Peace!) and farewelled 
him and fared forth from him after kissing his hands. Rejoicing 
in the accomplishment of h£s errand he travelled on with aU 
diligence night and day, and ceased not wayfaring tfll he drew 
near to Cairo, when he despatched one of his servants to 
acquaint King Asim with his approach and the suco^ful issue 
of his journey; which when the King heard he joyed with 
exceeding joy, he and his Grandees and OSicers and troops 
especially in the Waair'a safe return. When they met, the 
Minister dismounted and, kissing ground before the King, gave 
him the glad news anent the winning of hk wish in fimesc 
fashion; after which he expounded the True Faith to him, and 
the King and all 1^ people embraced Al-lslam with much joy 
and ^dness. Then said Asim to his ”Go home and 

rest night and a week to boot; then go to the Hammam- 
bath and come to me, that 1 may inform thee of what we shall 
have to consider.” ^ Fans kis:^d ground and withdrew, with 
his suite, pages and eunuchs, to his house, w-here he rested eight 
days; after which he repaired to the King and related to mm 
all that had passed betv^'een Solomon and himself, adding, **Do 
thou rise and go forth with me alone." Then the King and the 
Minister took two bows and two bolts and repairing to the tree 
indicated hy Solomon, domb up into it and there sat in silence 
tilt the mid'day heat had passeo away and it was near upon the 
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hour of mid'aftemoon prayer, when they descended and looking 
about them saw a serjwnt'couple' issue from the roots of the 
trre. The King gased at them, marvelling to see them n'nged 
with collars of gold about their necks, and Kiid to Paris, *'0 
Waair, verily these snakes have golden torques! By Allah, this 
is forsooth a rate diing! Let us catch them and set them in a 
pge and keep them to look upon,"^ But the Minister said, 
*These hath Allah created for projitahie use;* so do thou 
shoot on^e and 1 wiU shoot the other with these our shafts." 
Accordingly they -shot at them with arrows and slew them; 
after which they cut off a span's length of their beads and 
and threw it away. Then they carried the rest to the King’s 
pabce, where they called the kitchener and giving him i^e 
fle^ said, Dress this meat daintily, with onion-sauce* and 
spices, and ladle it out into two saucers and bring them 

hither at such an hour, without delay!"-And Shahraiad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her pennitted say. 


Klhcn if teas the i&rbcn anb fi>i3fip-ftnst 


said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
V serpents* flesh to the kitchener. 

Cook it and ladle it out into two saucers and bring 
them hither without delayf'; the cook took the meat and went 
wi J It to the kitchen, where he cooked it and dressed it in sblful 
fashion W]^ a mighty fine onion-sauce and hot spices; after which 
he baled it out into two saucers and set them before the ^'ng 
and the Wazir, who took each a dish and gave thdr wives to eat 
of the meat. Then they went in that night unto them and knew 
them orally, by the good pleasure of Allah (ertolled and 
exalted k Hef) and His all-mi^t and furtherance, they both 
concaved on one and the same night. The King abode three 
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mondi£, troubled in mind and saying in himself, “I wonder 
■whether this thing will prove true or untrue”* * till one day, as 
the lady his Queen was sitting, the child stirred in her womb and 
she felt a pain and her colour changed. So she knew that she 
was with child and ailing the chief of her eunuchs, gave Kirn 
this command, “Go to the King, wherever he may be and con- 
gratulare him saying, ‘O King of the Age, I bring thee ihc 
glad tidings that our lady's pregnancy is beoime manifest, for 
die child stirreth in her w'omb’." So the eunuch wnenc out in 
haste, rejoicing, and hnding the King alone, with cheyt: on palm, 
pondering tliis thing, kissed ground bHCtweeti his hands and 
acquainted liiiu with his wife's pregnancy. When the King 
hard his words, he sprang to his feet and in the excess of hS 
joy, he kissed* the Canute's hands and head and doffing the 
cbtbes he had on, gave them to Kim. Moreen’er, he said to 
those who were present in his assembly, “Whoso bveth me, let 
him b^tow bigesse upon this man “* And they gave him of 
coin and jewels and jacinths and horses and mul^ and states 
and gardens ■what was beyond count or cajeuktinn. At that 
moment in came the Waair Faiis and said to Aani, “O my 
master, hut now I w*a3 sitting alone at home and ab^rbed in 
thought, pondering the matter of the pregnancy and saying 
to in>^f, 'Would I wot an this thing be true and whflher 
my wife Khatun^ have conceived or not!' when, behold, an 
eunuch came in to me and brought me the glad tidings tbit 
his lady was indeed pregnant, for that her colour was changed 
and the child stirred in her womb; whereupon, in my joy, 1 
dolTed all the dothes I had on and gave them to him, togemer 
with a thousand dinars, and made bum Chief of the Eunuchs." 
Rejoined the King, “O Minister, Allah (extoUed and exalted 
be He?) hath, of His grace and bounty and goodness, and 
beneficence, made gift to us of the True Faith and brought us 
out of ni^t into hght, and hath been bountiful to us, of His 
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favour and benevolence; wherefore 1 am minded to solace the 
folk and cause them to rejoice.* *’ Quoth Faris, “Do what thou 
wilt,^" and quoth the King, “O Waair, go down without stay 
or delay and set free sU who are in the prisons, both criminals 
and debtors, and whoso transgresseth after this, we will requite 
as be descrveth even to the striking off of his head. Moreover, 
we forgive the people three yeais taxes, and do thou set up 
kitchens all around about the dty walls’ and bid the kitcheners 
hang over the fire all kinds of cooking pots and cook all manner of 
meats, continuing their cooking night and day, and let all comers, 
both of our ddsens and of the neighbouring countries, far and 
near, eat and drink and cany to their houses. And do thou com' 
mand the people to make hohday and decorate the dty seven days 
and shut not the taverns night nor day*; and if thou dday I will be¬ 
head thee*!” So he dad as the King bade him and the folk decorated 
the dty and dtadd and bulwarks after the goodliest fashion and, 
donning their richest attire, passed thdr rime in feasting and sport' 
ing and making merry, till ^e days of the Queen's pregnancy were 
accompl^ed and she was taken, one night, with labour pains 
hard before dawn. Then the King bade summon all the Olema 
and astronomers, mathematicians and men of learning, astrologers, 
sdenrists and scribes in the dty, and they assembled and sat 
awaiting the throwing of a bead into the cup* which was to be the 
signal to ^c Astrophib, as as to the nurses and attendants, 
that the child was bom. Presently, as they sat in expectarion, 
the Queen gave birth to a boy like a slice of the moon when 
fullest and me astrologers fell to calculating and noted his star 
and Ejadvity and drew his horoscope. Then, on being summoned 
they rose and, kissing the earth before the King, gave him the 
sbd ridings, saying, “In very sooth the new-born child is o f 
happy augury and bom under an auspidous aspect, but” th ey 
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added, "m the first of his hfe there will befall him a thing which 
we feai to name before (he King." Quoth Aaim, "Speik and 
fear not;" so quoth they, “O King, this boy W'ill fare fortli from 
this land and journey in strangernoexi and suffer shipwreck and 
hardship and prisonment and Stress, and indeed he bath before 
him the sorest of sufferings; but he shall free him of them in 
the end, and win to his wish and live the happiest of lives the 
rest of his days, ruling over subjects with a strong hand and 
having dominion in the land, despite enemies and enviers." Now 
when the KMg heard the astrokigers' words, he said, 
matter is a mystery; but all that Allah Almighty hath written 
for the creature of good and bad cometh to pass and needs must 
betide him from tlds day to that a thousand solaces/' So he 
paid no heed to their words or attention to their speeches but 
bestowed on t h e m robes of honour, as well upon all who were 
present, and dismissed them; whcti, behold, in came Paris the 
waair and kissed the earth before the King in hu^ joy, saying, 
“Good tidings, O King! My wife hath but now giv'en^ birth to a 
son, as be were a slice of the mooii/' Replied Asim, O ^ azir, 
go, bring thy wife and child hither, that she may abide with my 
wffe in my palace, and they shall bring up the two boys together. 
So Paris fetched his wife and son and they committed the two 
children to the nurses w'et and dry. And after sc\'eii days had 
passed over them, they brought them before the King and said 
to him, "What wilt ihou name the twain?” Quoth he, "Do 
name them;" but quoth they, “None nameth the son save His 
sire." So he said, “Name my son Sayf al'MuIuk, after my 
grandfather, and the Minister’a son Sa id‘ Thra he bestow^ 
robes of honour on the curses wet and dry and said to them. Be 
ye Tuthful over them and rear them after the goodliest tushioo. 
So diey brought up the two boys dihgcntly till they reached the 
age of five, when the King committed them to a^ doctor of 
Sciences' who taught them to read the Koran and write. When 
they were ten years old, King Asim gave them in charge to masters. 
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who instructed them in cavakrice and shooting with shafts and 
lunging with lance and play of Polo and the like till, by the time 
they were fifteen years old, they were cle\* *er in ail manner of 
martial eserds®, nor was there one to vie with them in horseman* 
ship, for each of them would do battle with a thousand men and 
make head against them single handed. So when they rampi to 
years of discretion, whenever King Asim looked on them he 
joyed m them with exceeding joy; and when they attained their 
twenty-fifth year, be took Paris his Minister apart one day and 
said to him, "O Waair, 1 am minded to consult with thre 
concerning a thing 1 desiire to do.” RepL'ed he, “Whatever thou 
hast a mind to do, do it; for thy judgment is ble^d,” Quoth the 
King. “O Waair, 1 am become a very old and decrepit man, sore 
stricken in years, and I desire to take up my abode in an oratory, 
that 1 may worship Allah Almighty and give my kingdom, and 
Sultanate to my son Sayf al'Muluk for that he is grown a goodly 
youth, perfect in knightly exercises and intellectual aCEainments, 
pohte l^ens and gravity, dignity and the art of government. 
What sayst thou, O Minister, of this project?” And quoth 
the counter, “Right indeed is thy rede: die idea b a blessed 
and a fortunate, and if thou do thb, 1 w'ill do the likp* and 
my son Sa id shall be the Prince’s Waair, for he b a comely 
young man and complete in knowledge and judgment. Thus 
will the two youths be together, and we will order their affair and 
neglect no: thdr case, but ^de them to goodness and in the way 
that is SGuight.” Quoth me King, “Write haters and send them 
by couriers to all the countries and cities and sconces and fort* 
resses that be under our hands, bidding their chiefs be present on 
such a day at the Horse-oourse of the Elephant.”* So the Waxir 
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went out without stay or delay and despatched letters of this 
purport to all deputies and governors of fortresses and 
oth^ under King Asim; and he commanded also that all in the 
city should be present, far and near, high and low* * When the 
appointed time drew nigh. King Asim bade the tent'pitchcrs 
plant pavilions in the mi^t of the Champ^de-Mars and decorate 
them after the most sumptuous fashion and set up the great 
throne whereon he sat not out on festivals. And they at opce did 
his bidding* Then be and all his Nabobs and Chamberlains and 
Emirs sallied forth, and he commanded prochiitation be made 
to the people, saying, "In the name of Allah, come forth to 
the Maydin!” ^ all the Emirs and Wasiis and Governors 
of provinces and Feudatories’ came forth to the place of 
assembly and, entering the royal pavilion, addressed them' 
selves to the service of the King as was their wont, and abode 
in thdr se^'eral stations, some sitting and others standing, 
till all the people were gathered together, when die King 
bade spread the tables and they ate and drank and prayed 
for him. Then he commanded the Chamberlains* to proclW 
to the people that they should not depart: so th^ made 
proclamation to them, saying, "Let none of you fare hence dU 
he have heard the King's words!" So they withdrew the curtains 
of the royal pavilion and the King said, "Whoso loveth me, let 
him remain dll be have heard my speechr’ Whereupon all the 
folk sat down in mind tranquil after they bad been fe^ul, saying, 
"Wherefore have we been summoned by the King?” Then the 
Sovran rose to his feet, and making them swear that none would 
stir from his stead, said to them, "O ye Emirs and Wazirs and 
Lords of the land; the great and the small of you, and all ye who 
are present of the people; say me, wot ye not that this kingdom 
was an inheritance to tnc from my fathers and forefathers? 
Answered thej', ^'Yes^ O King we all know that* And he 
continued, “I and you, we all 'ivorshippcd the sun and moon, till 
Allah (extolled and exited be He!) vouchsafed us the knowledge 
of the True Faith and brought us out of darkness unto light, and 
directed us to the religion of AUslam. Know that I am become 


1 Ar»K "AsFtib al-ZTS’,” iht Wftfd moitly esteta 

rpcaklng, land under + ■ - 

*TTic Biril. 215) ‘* ChjwaiK[yiK* = Chta«sK the Tur^^ 

with ihc Pel*, 1 letter which m Ajabie ii suppLFtted hf ^ ih*" everywhere except m 
Morocco. 





328 


Alf Layuw wa Layiah. 


a very cld man, feeble and decrepit, and I desire to take up my 
abode in a hennitage* *^ there lo worship Allah Almighty and crave 
His pardon for past offences and make this my eon &iyf al'Miiluk 
ruler. Ye know full wdl diac he is a cora^y youth, eloquent, 
liberal, learned, versed in affatrs, intelligent, equitable; wherefore 
I am minded presently to resign to him my realm and ft) make 
him ruler over you and seat him as Sultan in my stead, whilst I 
give myself to solitude and to the worship of Allah in an oratory, 
and my son and heir shall judge betw^ you. What say ye 
then, aJ] of you?’* Thereupon they all rose and kissing ground 
before him, made answer with “Hearing and obedience,” saying. 
“O our King and our defender an thou should set over us one of 
thy blackamoor slaves we would obey him and hearken to thy 
word and accept thy command; how much more thci with thy 
son Sayf al'Muluk? Indeed, we accept of him and approve him 
on our eyes and heads!*' So King Asim bio Safwan arose and 
came down from his seat and seating his son on the great throne,* 
took the crown from lus own head and set it on the head of Sayf 
al'Muluk and girt his middle with the royal girdle,* Then he sat 
down beside his son on the throne of his kine^p, whilst the 
Emirs and Waairs and Lords of the land and ^ the rest of the 
folk rose and kissed ground before him, saying, "'Indeed, he is 
w'orthy of the kingsmp and hath better right to it than any 
other.” Then the Chamber bins made proclamation crying, 
“Amanf Am^l Safety! Safety!” and otfer^ up prayers for ma 
victoiy and prosperity. And Sayf al-Muluk scatter^ gold and 

fiil^'er on the heads of the lieges one and all.-And Shahraaad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


^tn it tflt ^ehox anb jboctp-;$etmtb 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when King 
Asim seated his son, Sayf al'Muluk, upon the throne and all the 
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people prayed for his victory and prosperity, the youth scattered 
gold and silver on the heads of the lieges* one and all, and oon- 
ferred robra of honour and gave gifts and largesse. 'Th^t after a 
moment, the Waxir Faiis arose and kissing ground said, “O Emirs, 
O Grandees, ye ken that i am Waxir and that my Waxirate dateth 
from old, before the accession of King Asim bin Safwan, who ha A 
now divested himself of die Kmgship and made bis son King in 
his stead?” Answered they, “Yes, we know that thy W^rate 
is from sire after grandsire.” He continuecl, "And now in my 
turn I divest myself of office and invest this my son Sa for he 
is intdligent, quick'W'itted, sagacious. What say ye all? And 
they repUed, “None is worthy to be Wasir to King Sayf al'Muluk 
but Ay son Sa'id, and Acy befit eaA oAer." WiA this Paris 
arose and taking off his Waxirial turband, set it on his son s head 
and eke laid his ink'Case of office before him, whilst Ae ChamhCT'' 
lains and the Emirs said, "Indeed, he is deserving of Ae Waik' 
ship** and Ae Heralds cried aloud, “Mubarak! Mubarakt—Felix 
sit et faustusf* After this. King Asim and Paris Ae Minister 
arose and, opening Ae royal treasuries, cooferrod magnificent 
robes of honour on all Ae Viceroys and Emirs and Vi^axirs ^d 
Ijords of the land and other folk and gave salan^ and faenefac' 
cions and wrote Acm new mandates and diplomas wiA Ae signa' 
turcs of King Sayf al'Muluk and his V/azir Sa id. Moreover, he 
made distribution of money to Ae men'at'anns and gave guerdon^ 
and Ac provincials abode in Ae city a full w^k ere Aey departed 
earK to his own country and place. Then King Asim earned ^ 
son and his Waxir Sa'id back to Ae palace whi A was in Ae aty 
and bade Ae treasurer bring Ae seal'ring and signet,' sword and 
wrapper; whiA being dope, he said to Ae two young ^ 

my sons, come hiAer and let eaA of you Aoc^ two of Aek 
things and tAe Acm.” The first to make choice was Sayf al- 
Muluk, who put out his hand and took Ac ring and tM wrappe^ 
whilst Sa'id took Ac sword and Ae signet; after wbiA Aey IwA 
ki^ed Ae King's hands and went away to Aeir lodging. Now 
Sayf al'Muluk opened not Ae wrapper to s^ what was Acrem, 
but threw it on Ae couA wAcre he and Sa'id slept by ni 
it was Aeir habit to lie togeAer. Presently Aey spread them e 
bed and Ae two lay down wiA a pair of wax candles bumrag over 
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them, and slept till midnight, when Sayf ahMuluk awoke and, see' 
ing the bundle at bis head said in his mind, **1 wonder what thing 
of price i$ in this wrapper my father gave me!" So he cook it {O' 
gctber widi a candle and descended fmin the couch leaving Sa'id 
sleeping and carried the bundle into a closet, wiiere he opened it 
and found within a tunic of the fabric of the Jann, He spread it 
out and saw on the lining* * of the back, the portraiture wrough ten 
in gold of a girl and marv*cUou$ was her loveliness; and no sooner 
had he set eyes on the Hgure than his reason Oed ht$ head and he be^ 
came Jinn'mad for love thereof, so that he fell down in a swoon 
and presently tecovering, began to weep and lament, beating his 
face and breast and ktssdng her. And he recited these verses, 

•‘Love, at the first, is a spurt of spray* • Wliich Docm disposes and Fates 
display; 

Till, when deep divodi youth in passian'sea * Uuborable sorrows his soul 
waylay," 

And also these two couplets, 

“Had [ known of Lov« in wliat fadiion he • Rohbetb heart and soul t had 
^’uarded me; 

But of malin prepense I thiw self away, • Onwicting of Love wliat hu 
nature be." 

And Sayf aJ'MuIuk ceased not to weep and wail and beat face 
and breast, till Sa'id awoke and misring him from die Ixd and 
seeing but a single candle, said to himself, "Whither is Sayf al- 
Muluk gone? Then he took the other candle and went round 
about the palace, till he came upon the closet where he saw the 
Prince lying at full length, weeping with sere weeping and lament' 
ing aloud. So he said to him, "O my brother, for what cause 
arc these tears and what hath befalloi thee? Speak to me and 
ceil me tlte reason thereof." But Sayf al'Muluk spmke not neither 
raised fits head and continued to weep and wait and beat band on 
breast. Seeing him in this case quoth Sa'id, "I am thy Waxir and 
thy brother, and we were reared together, I and thou; so an tbou 
do not unburden thy breast and discover thy secret to me, to whom 
shaJr thou reveal it and disclose its cause?" And he went on to 
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humble himself and kiss the ground before him a full hour, whilst 
Sayf ^'Kiuluk paid no heed to him nor answered him a word, but 
gave not over weeping. At last, being affrighted at his case and 
weary of striving with liim, he went out and fetched a sword, with 
which he returned to the closet, and setting the point to his own 
breast, said to the Prince, “Rouse thee, O my brother! An thou 
tell me not what adkth thee, I will slay mysdf and see thee no 
longer in this case." Whereupon Sayf al-Muluk raised his head 
towards the Wazir and answ-ered him, "O my brother, I ^ 
asham^ to tell thee what hath betided me;" but Sa'id said, "I 
conjure thee by Allah, Ijord of Lords, Liberator of Nocks,* * Causer 
of causes, the One, the RuthfuL the GiftdulL the Bountiful, that 
thou tell me what aileth thee and be not abashed at me, for I am 
thy slave and ihy Minister and counsellor in all thine aff^st 
Quoth Sayf al-Muluk, "Come and look at this likeness." 5o 
Sa'id looked at it awhile and considering it straitly, behold, he 
saw written, as a crown over its head, in letters of pearl, die^ 
words, “This is the counterfeit presentment of Badi’a 
daughter of Shahyal bin ShanM, a King of the ^gs of the 
true'beliexing Jann who have taken up their abode in ^e city of 
Babel and sojourn in the garden of Iram, Son of Ad the Greater, 

-^And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 

her permitted say. 


IH^ien it taatf fte ^enen i^mthcch anh ^ixip-ttiirli JiisfjL 


She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious when 

Sa'id, son of the Waim Paris, had read to Sayf al'Muluk, son of 
King Asim, the writ on the tunic, which showed the portraitore of 
Badi'a al-Jamal, daughter of Shahyal bin Sharukh, a King of 
the Kings of tht: Mosleim Jmns dwelling in Babel^cicy ajid in the 
Garden of Iram, son of 'Ad the Greater, he cried, O my brother, 
knowest thou of what woman this is the presentment, that ^^may 
seek for her?" Sayf al'Muluk replied, “No, by Al l ah , O my 
brother, I know her not!" and Sa id rejoined. Come, read this 
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writing on the crown.'’ So Sayf al'MuIuk read it and cried out 
from his heart’s core and very vitab, saying, “Alas! Alas! 
Alas!” Quoth Sa'id, “O my biother, an the original of die 
ponrait exist and her name be Badt'a al'Jamal, and she abide in 
the world, I will hasten to seek her, that thou mayst win thy will 
without delay, But, Allah upon ^ee, O my brother, leave this 
weeping and ascend thy throne, that the Ofiicers of the State may 
come in to do their service to thee, and in the undum, do thou 
summon the merchants and fakirs and traveUers and pilgrims and 

K «rs and ask of them concerning this city and the garden of 
; haply by the hdp and blessing of Allah (extolled and exalted 
be He!), some one of them shall direct us thither.” So, 
when it was day, Sayf al'Muluk went forth and mounted the 
throne, clasping the tunic in his arms, for he could neither stand 
nor sit without it, nor would sleep visit him save it were with him; 
and the Emirs and Waiiis and Lords and Officers came in to him. 
When the Divan was complete all being assembled in their places 
he said to his Minister, “(jo forth to them and tell them that the 
King hath been suddenly struck by sickness and he;, by Allah, 
hath passed the night in ill case.” So Sa’id fared fc^ and told 
the folk whar he said; which when old King Asim heard, he was 
concerned for his son and, summoning the ph^^icians and astro' 
logers, carried them in to Sayf al'Mduk, They looked at him 
and prescribed him pdsanes and diet'drinks, simple and medicinal 
waters and wrote him characts and incensed him with Nadd and 
aloes*wood and ambergris three days* space: but his malady per' 
sisted three months, tul King Asim was wroth with die leach^ 
and said to them, “Woe to you, O dogs! What? Are all of you 
impotent to cure my son? Except ye heal him forthright, I will 
put the whole of you to death.” The Archiater replied, “O King 
of the Age, in very sooth we know that this is thy son and thou 
wottest that we fail not of diligimce in tending a stranger; so how 
much more with mcdicining thy son? But thy son is aMcted 
with a malady hard to heal, which, if thou desire to know, we will 
discover it to thee,” QuoiJi Asim, ”What Acn find ye to he 
the malady of my son?”; and quoth the leach, ”0 King of the 
Age, thy son b in love and he loveth one to whose enjo^'ment he 
hath no way of access,” At this the King was wroth and a^ed, 
How know ye that ray son is in love and how came love to 
him?"; they answered, "Enquire of his Wazir and broiffier Sa’id, 
for he knoweth bis case.” The King rose and repaired to hiii 
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private closet and autmootufif Sa'id said to hixof 'n^dl me the 
truth of thy brother’s malady." But Sa’id replied, "I hnow it 
not." So Kii^ A Aim said to the Sworder, "Take Sa'id and bind 
his eyes and strike his neck." Whereupon Sa’id feared for him' 
self and cried, "O King of the Age, grant me immunity." Replied 
the King, "Speak and thou iihalt have it." "Thy son is in bve." 
"With whmn is he in love?” "With a King’s daughter of the 
Jann.” “And where could he have espied a daughter of the Jims? 
"Her portrait was wroughien on the tunic that was in the bunde 
given thee by Solomon, prophet of Allah 1" When the King 
heard this, he tc«e, and going in to Sayf al'Muluk, said to him, 
"O my son, what hath afflicted thee? What is this portrait 
whereof thou art enamoured? And why didst thou not me- 
He replied, "O my sire, 1 was ashamed to name this to thee and 
could not bring myself to discover au^t thereof to any one at all; 
but now thou knowest toy case, look how thou mayest do to cure 
me." Rejoined his father, “What is to be done? Were this one 
of the daughters of men we might devise a device for coming at 
her; but she is a King’s daughter of the Jinns and who can woo 
and win her, save it be Solomon Davidson, and hardly he?^ 
However, O my son, do thou arise forthright and hearten thy heart 
and take horse and ride out a'hunting or to weapon-play in the 
Maydan. Divert thyself with eating and drinking and put away 
cark and care from thy heart, and I will bring thee an hundred 
of the daughters of Kings; for thou hast no need to the 
daughters of the Jann, over whom wc lack controul and of kind 
other than ours." But he said, "I cannot renounce her nor will 1 
seek other than her.” Asked King Asini, How then shall we 
do, O my son?"; and Sayf al'hduli^ answered, Bring us all the 
merch^ts and travellers and wanderers in the dty, that we may 
question them thereof. Peradventure, Allah will lead us to the 
city of Babel and the gjarden of Iiam. So King A s i m bade 
Summon all the merchants in the city and strangers and sea' 
captains and, as each came, enquired of him anent the city of 
Babel and its peninsula* and the garden of Iiam; but none of 
them knew these places nor could any give him tidings^^theiwf. 
Howev'cr, when the scanoe broke up, one of them said, O King 
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of the Age, an thou be minded to ken this thing, up and hie thee 
to the knd of China; for it bath a vast dty* and a safe, whorein 
are store of rarities and things of price and folk of all kinds; and 
thou fihalr not come to the knowledge of thiit city and garden but 
from its folk; it may be one of them will direct thee to that thou 
scekest.” Whereupon (juoth Sayf al'Muluk, “O my sire, equip me 
a dup, diat I may fare to the China-land; and do thou nde the 
reign in my stead." _ Replied the old King, "O my son, abide 
thou on the throne of thy kingship and govern thy commons, and 
I myself will make the voyage to China and ask for diec of the 
city of Babel and the garc^ of Imn." But Sayf al-Muluk 
rejoined, "O my sire, in very sooth this affair concemeth me and 
none can search after it like myself: so, come what will, an thou 
giA'c me leave to make the voyage, I will depart and wander 
awhile. Jf I find tractor ddings of her, my wish will be won, and 
if not, belike the voyage will hroaden my breast and lecniic my 
courage; and haply by foreign travel my case will be mac^ easy 

to me, and if I Uve, I shall return to thee safe and sound."- 

And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 


aihrn it toiUf ffje jl&unhceh anh fl»ixtp-ftrartb .fifaht. 

She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Sayf 
al-Muluk said to his sire King Asim, "Eejuip me a ship that I may 
fare therein to the China-land and search for the object of my 
d^re. If I live 1 shall return to thee safe and sound." The old 
King looked at his son and saw nothing for it but to do what he 
de^red; so he gave him the leave he wanted and fitted him forty 
ships, manned with twenty thousand armed Mamelukes, besides 
servants, and presented him with great plenty of money and 
naessaries and warlike gear, as much as he required. When the 
ships were laden with water and victual, weapons and troops, Sayf 
al'Muluk's father and mother farewelled him and King Asim said. 
Depart, O my son, and travel in weal and health and safety. 1 
commend thee tofhm with Whom deposits are not lost."* So the 
Prince bade adieu to his parents and embarked, with his brother 
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Sa'H and they weighed^ anchor and sailed dU they came to the 
Qty of China. When the Chinamen heard of the coming of forty 
ships, full of armed men and stores, weapons and hoards, they 
made sure chat these were enemies come to battle with them and 
seige them; so they bolted the gates of the town and made ready 
lie mangonels.* * But Sayf ai'Muluk, hearing of this, sent two of 
his Chief Mamelukes to the King of China, bidding them say to 
him, “This is Sayf al-Muluk, son of King Asim of Eg^t, who is 
come to thy city as a guest, to divert himseli by viewing thy 
country awhile, and not for conquest or contendon; wherefore, 
an thou W'ilt receive him, he will come ashore to thee; and if not 
he will return and will not disquiet thee nor the people of thy 
capitaL** They presented themselves at the dry gates and said, 
“We are messengers from King Sayf al'Muluk,” Whe^pon the 
townsfolk opcn<5 the gates and carried them to their King, whose 
name was Faghfur^ S h^h and between whom and King Asim 
there bad erst been acquaintance. So, when he heard that the 
new-comer Prince w’as the son of King Asim, he bestowed robes 
of honour on the messengers and, bidding open the gates, made 
ready gucst'gifts and went forth in person with the diief officers 
of his realm, to meet Sayf al'Muluk, and the two Kings etnbraced. 
Thcn Fag^fur said to bis guest, *‘W^hc 11 come and welcome and fair 
cheer to him who cometh to us! 1 am thy slave and the slave of 
thy sire: tny city is between thy hands to command and wbarso 
thou sedeest iibdl be brought before thee." Then he presented 
him with the guest'gifts and victual tor tlie tolk at thar stations; 
and they took horse, with the Wazir Sa id and the chiefs of their 
othceis and the rest of their troops, and rode from the sea-shore 
to the city, which they entered with cymbals dashing and drums 
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beacing in token of rejoicing. There they abode tn the enjoyment 
of fair entertainment for forty days, at the end of which (^uoth the 
King of China to Sayf ahMuluk* * "O son of my brother, how is 
thy case'? Doth my country please thee?"; and auoth Sayf al' 
Muluk, “May AUah Almighty bng honour it with tnee, O King!" 
Said Faghfur, “Naught hath brought thee hither save some need 
which hath occurred to thee; and whatso thou desirest of my 
county 1 wilt accomplish it to thee." Replied Sayf al'Muluk, 
"O King, my case is a wondrou^" and told fin how he had fallen 
in love with the portrait of Badi’a al-Jamal, and wept bitter tears. 
When the King of China heard his story, he wept for pity and 
solicitude for him and cried, "And what wouldst thou have now, 
O Sayf al'Muluk?”; and he rejoined, "1 would have thee bring me 
all the wanderers and travdlers, the seafarers and sea-captains, 
diat 1 may question them of the original of this portrait; perhaps 
one of them may give me tidings of her." So Faghfur Shah sent 
out his Nabobs and Chamberlains and body-guards to fetch all 
the wanderers and travellers in the land, and they brought them 
before the two Kings, and they were a numerous company. Then 
Sayf al'Muluk questioned them of the City of Babel and the 
Garden of fram, but none of them returned him a reply, where- 
upon he was bewildered and wist not what to do; but one of die 
sea-captains said to him, “O auspicious King, an thou wouldst 
know of this city and that garden, up and hie thee to the Islands 
of the Indian realm."® Thereupon &yf al-Muluk bade bring the 
ships; which being done, they freighted them with vivera and 
water and all that they needed, and the Prince and his Waair 
re-^mbark^ with all dietr men, after they had farewelled King 
Fagjifur Shah. They sailed the seas four months with a fair wind, 
in safety and satisfaction till it chanced chat one day of the days 
there came out upon them a wind and the billows buffeted them 
from all quarters. The rain and hail* descended on them and 
during twenty days the was troubled for the violence of the 
wind; w'herefor the ships drave one against other and brake 
up, as did the carracks* and all on board were drowned, except 
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Sayf al'Muluk and some of his servants, who saved themselves 
in a little cock^boat. Then the wind fell by the decree of Allah 
Almighty and the sun shone out; v^ereupon Sayf al'Muluk 
open^ his eyes and seeing no sign of the ships nor au^c but 
6^ and 6ea« said to the M^elukes who were with him, ’"Where 
are the carracks and cods'boats and where is my brother Sa’id?" 
They replied, **0 King of the Age, there remain nor ships nor 
boats nor tht^ who were therein; for they are all drowned and 
become food for fishes/’ Mow when he heard this, he cried aloud 
and repeated the saying which whoso saith shall not be oon' 
founded, and it is, "'There is no Majesty and there is no Mi^t 
saveih Allah, the Gbrious, the Great!” Then he fdl to buffeting 
his face and would have cast himsdf into the sea, but his Maine' 
iukes withheld him, saj'ing, "0 King, what will this profit thee? 
Thou hast brought ad this on thyself: for, hadst thou hearkened to 
thy father's words, naught thereof had betided thee. But this was 

written from all eternity by the will of the Creator of Souls."- 

And Shahrwd perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
permitted say. 

lilben il t^t ^-ebeit Sunhrth anb ^i^t. 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
^yf al'Muluk would have cast himself into the main, his Marne* 
liikes withheld hfm saying, "What will this profit thee? Thou 
hast done ^is deed by thys^, yet was it written from all eternity 
by the will of the Creator of Souls, that the creature might 
accompUsh that which Allah bath decreed unto him. And in¬ 
deed, at the time of thy birth, the astrologers adored thy sire 
that all manner troubles should befal thee. So there is naught 
for it but patience till Allah ddiver us from this our ^raiC." 
Replied the Prince, “There is no Majesty and there is no Might 
save in Allah, the Gbrious, the Great! Neither is there refuge 
nor fleeing from that which He decieetbl And he sighed and 
recited these couplets, 

“By the Compassionate, I’m dasad about my case, for io! * Troubles and 
griefa beset me joie; 1 Itiww not whence they grow. ^ 

! will be patient, »the felt, that I against a thing • Bite ret than very 
alo»* self,* 4^ured have, may know. 
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Less bi«er tlvan my patience is the taste of aloes-juice; ♦ r'\'c boiue with 
patience white's more b« dun coals with fire a^lovv. 

In this my troublr what resource have I, save to oamiiur • Kfy case to Hun 
who orden all tiiat ia. for weal or woe?" 


Then he became drottrned in die dqjth of thoughts and bis tcare 
ran down upon cheeks like torrent-rain; and he slept a while of 
the cUy* alter which he awedte and sought of lotxl somewhat. So 
they set meat before hini and he ate his sulficieiicy, till they te- 
moved the food from before him, whilst the boat drove on with 
them they knew not whither it was wandering. It drifted with 
them at the will of the winds and the waves, night and day a great 
while, till their victual was spent and the)’ saw themselves shent 
and were reduced to extreme hunger and thirst and exhaustion, 
when behold, suddenly they sighted an jsbnd from afar and the 
breezes wafted them on, tdl they came tbithcr. Then, making 
we cock’boat fast to the coast and leaving one therein to guard 
it, they fared on into the island, where they found abundance of 
fruits of all colours and ate of them till they were ^tisfied. Pre- 
^dy, they saw a person sitting among those trees and he was 
long'faced, of strange favour and white of beard and body. He 
(^ed to one of the hlamelukcs by bis name, saying, "Eat not of 
these fruits, for they are unripe; but come hitiier to me, that I 

a ^ve thee to cat of the best and the ripest.’* The skive 
cd at him and thought that he was one of the shipwrecked, 
who had made liis way to that island; so he joyed with exceeding 
Joy at sight of him and W'ent close up to him, knowing not what 
decreed to him in the Secret Purpose nor what was writ upon 
ms brow. But, when he drew near, the stranger in human shape 
Irapt upon him, for he was a Mand,* and riding upon his shoulder' 
blades and twisting one of bis legs about his neck, let the other 
hang down upon his back, saying, "Walk on, fellow; for there is 
no escape for thee from me and thou art become mine ass.” 
Thereupon ^ die Mameluke fell a-weeping and cried out to his 
comrades, Alas, my’ lord! Flee ye forth of this wood and save 

dwellers therein hath mounted on my 
^^Iders, and the rest seek yon, desiring to ride you like me.” 
When they heard these words, all lied down to the boat and 
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pushed to sea: whilst the isbadcrs followed them into ihe 
water, saying, “Whither wend ye? Come, tarry with us and we 
will moimt on your backs and give you m^t and drink, and you 
shall be our donkeys.*' Hearing this they hastened the more sea' 
wards dll tl^ left them in the distance and fated on, trusting in 
Allah Almighty; nor did they leave faring for a month, till 
another island rose before them and thereon they landed. Here 
they found fruits of various kinds and busied themselves with 
eating of them, when behold, they saw from afar, somewhat lying 
in the road, a hideous creature as it were a column of silver. So 
thej' went up to it and one of the men gave it a kick, when lo' it 
was a thing of human semblance, long of eyes and cloven of head 
and hidden under one of his ears, for he was wont, whenas he lay 
down to sleep, to spread one ear under his head and cover his face 
w'ith the other ear,* He snatdicd up the Mameluke who had 
kicked him and carried him off into the middle of the idond, and 
behold, it was all full of Ghuls who eat the sons of Adam, The 
man cried out to his fellows, “Save yourselves, for this is the 
^land of the man-eating Ghuls, and they mean to tear me to bits 
and devour me.“ When they' heard these words they fled back to 
the boat, without gathering any store of the fruits and, putting 
out to sea, fared on some days till it so happened that they came 
to anotlicr island, where they found a high mountain, ^ they 
climbed to the top and there saw a thick copse. Now they were 
sore anhungered; so they took to eating of the fruits; but, before 
they were aware, there came upon them from among the trees 
black men of terrible aspect, each fifty cubits high with eye-teeth” 
promidic^ from their mouths like elqjhants* tusks; and, laying 
hands on Sayf al'MuIuk and his company, earned ^em to their 
King, whom they found seated on a piece of black felt laid on a 
rock, and about him a great company of Zanzibar-blacks, standing 
in his service. The blackamoors who had captured the Prince 
and his Mamelukes set them before the King and said to him, 
“We found these birds itroong the tn^"; and the King was 
^arp-set; so he took two of die servants and cut their throats 

and ate them:-And Shahrasad perceived die dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 


' The»s Plinisn rrionUcrv sbdunj Itl litcratulo. For * ipectmen KS Hjftuuditnl 
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SStim (t teas tfre #eUtn ^utilite)) anb i^Cgcbt* 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
2^afisibar'blacks cook Sayf al^Muluk and his Mamelukes and set 
them betoie the King, saying, King, we came upon these birds 
among the trees." Thereupon the King se^d two of the Mame- 
lukes and cut their throats and ate them; which, when Sayf al* 
Muluk saw, he feared for and wept and repeated these 

verses. 


••Familiar with my heart are woe* and with them I • Who shunned ihemt 
for familiar are great bcarts and Tiigh. 

The Vi'Da 1 tuffer are not all of single kind. * 1 have, thank Allah, vaiitd 
thtjusands to ahyf" 

Then he sighed and repeated these also, 

"Thr World hath ihot tne with its sorrows till • My heart is covert wilt 
shafta galore; 

And now, when strike me other shafta, must break • Against th* old points 
the pDints that latest pour." 

When the King heard his weeping and wailing, he said, “Verily 
these birds have sweet voices and their song pleaseth me: put 
them in cages.” So they sec them each in his own cage and 
hung them up at the King's head that he might listen to their 
waroling. On this wise Sayf al-Muluk and his Mamelukes abode 
and the blackamoors gave them to eat and drink: and now they 
wept and now laughed, now spake and now were husiicd, whil^ 
the King of the blacks delighted in the sound of their voices. 
And so they oondnued for a long time. Now this King Itad a 
daughter mairii^ in another island who, hearing that her father 
had birds with sweet voices, sent a messenger to him seeking of 
him some of them. So he sent her, by her Cossid,* Sayf al'Muluk 
and three of his men in four cages; and, when saw them. 


^ Anb. fcHe AngZo^liidian Th^ |iDet la ciilod Batid ii™ the Feniwi 

“borSiWi'* {oil} btfcm« the muka used for the pwipMc mm Sind aprficl 

oiuiilr lit tht poir^ulc, the zidcr icid ihe dJitance fjwit one lEicton (S^ih) m 
which va^cd from tins to dx pamEuigSr Tht letierTOJ^cr wu ttnned Al-Fufdink Itooit 
the Ptri. PxnrJbahi a MriiaL In did Diwin nbBortd {P«t-4sflke) ovwy Letter wit eo* 
tenrd m ■ MidraJ at |»t ceUed in AiibiE AbAdddir fwm the Penitn ^Az Kih 
/rom whom hut thotJ h ? 





5aYF AL'MuLUK and BaDJ'a AJ-'JaMAL, J4l 

they pleased bcr and abe bade hang them up in a place over her 
head. The Prince fell co roan’eHing at that which had befallen 
him and calling to mind his former high and honourable estate 
and weeping for hirosdf; and the three scrviincs wept for them' 
selves; and 3ie King's daughter deemed that they sang. Kow it 
was wont, whenever any one from die land of Egypt or else* 
w'hcre fell into her hands and he pleased her, to advance him to 
peat favour with her; and by the decree of Allah Almighty it 
Sefcl that, when she saw Sayf al')vluiuk she wras charmed by his 
beauty and bvehtnesg and symmetry and perfect grace, and she 
commanded to entreat him and his companions with honour and 
to loose them from their cages. Now one day die took the Prince 
apart and would have him enjoy her; but he refused, saying, *‘0 
my lady, 1 am a banisht wight and with passion for a beloved one 
in piteous plight, nor with other 'will f consent to love-delight.” 
Then she coax e tl him and importuned him, bur he held aloof from 
her, and she could not approach him nor get her desire of him by 
any ways and means. At last, when she was weary of courting 
him in vain, she waxed wroth with him and his Mamdukes, and 
commanded that they should serve her and fetch her wood and 
water. In such condition they abode four years till Sayf al'Muluk 
became weary of his life and sent to intercede with the Princess, 
so haply she might release them and let them wend their ways 
and be at rest from that their hard labour. So she sent for him 
and sand to him, **If thou wilt do my desire, 1 w'ill free thee fmm 
this thy durance vile and thou shalt go to thy country, safe and 
sound." And she w-ept and ceased not to humble hei^f to him 
and wheedle him, but he would not hearken to her words; where' 
upon she turned from him, in anpr. and he and his companions 
abode on the island in the same plight. The islanders knew them 
for '"The Princess’s birds” and durst not work them any wrong; 
and her heart was at case «mocming them, being assured that 
they could not escape from the island. So th^ used to absent 
themselves from her two and three days at a time and go round 
about the desert parts in all directions, gathering firewood, wWch 
they brought to the Princess’s kitchen; and thus they abode five' 
years. Now one day it so chanced t^t the Prince and his men 
were sitting on the sea-shore, devising of what had befallen, and 
Sayf al'Mmuk, seeing himself and his men in such case, bethought 


* “'Ttin ir. ttc !lrn!. iv. *4^ 
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him of his mother and father and his brother Sa'id and, calling 
to mind wbat high degree he had been in, fell a-weeping and 
lamentuig passing sore, u-tulst his slaves wept likewise. Then said 
they to nun, O King of the Age, how long shall we wcot? 
Weeping a\'aileth not; for this thing was wricicn on our brows by 
the ordinance of Allah, to w'hDin belong hlight and hlajesty. 
Indeed, the Pen runnetli with that He dccrecth and nought will 
serve us hut patience: haply- Allah (extolled and exalted be He?) 
who hath saddened us shall gladcfe usP Quoth he, “O my 
brothers, how shall we win free from this accursed wx>niw? I see 
no way of escape tor us, save Allah of his grace deUver us from 
liCT; but methinks we may flee and be at resr from this hard 
labour. And cjuoth they, “O King of the Age, whither shall we 
flee? For the whole island is full of Ghuls w'hich dev'oup the Sons 
of Adant, and whithersoever we go, they will find us diere and 
either cat us or capture and carry us bach to that accursed, the 
King's daj^ter, who will be wroth with us.” Sayf al'Muluk 
rejoined, '1 will contrive you somewhat, whereby peradventure 
Allah Almighty shall deliver us and help us to escape from this 
They asked, And how wik thou do?'k tirid he answered^ 
“Let us cut some of these long pieces of wood, and twist ropes of 
their bark and bind them one with another, and make of them a 
laft^ which we will launch and load with these fruits: then we will 
fashion us paddles and embark on the nift after breaJdng our 
bonds with the It m^y thiit Alniight}'^ Allah will iii^c it 
the mcansof our ctdiverance from this accursed woman and vouch¬ 
safe us a fair wind to bring us to the land of Hind, for He over all 
thmgs is Almighty?" Said they, “Right is thy rede," and re¬ 
joiced dicreat with exceeding joy. So the^- arose w^ithout stay or 
delay and cut with their axes wood for the raft and twisted ropes 
to bind the Jogs and at this they worked a whole mon^. Every day 
about evening they gathered somewhat of fud and bore it to the 
Princess’s kitchen, and employed the rest of the twenty-four hours 

working at the raft.-And Shahraxad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased aying her permitted eay. 


‘ In tke Itml. Edii. fir. 145,i «« finj " KaJjfi,'’ a r*ft. Qkc tJuueused unw die EuchntEt, 
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She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Sayf 
al'Muluk and his hlamelukes, ba^'ing cut the wood and rwist^ 
the ropes for their raft, made an end of it and launched it upon the 
sea: then, after breaking thdr bonds with the a^ce, and loading 
the craft with fruits plucked from the island'tiees, they embarked 
at close of day; nor did any wot of their intent. They put out to 
sea in their raft and paddled on four months, knowing not whither 
the craft carried them, till their provaunt failed them and they 
were sufTering the severest extreme of hunger and thirst, when 
hold, the sea waxed troubled and foamed and rose in high waves, 
and there came forth upon them a frightful crocodile,* whid» put 
out its daw and catching up one of the Mamdukes swallowed Kim. 
At the sight of this horror Sayf al'Muluk wept bitterly and he and 
the two men' that remained to him pushed ofi from the place 
where they had seen the cnxodile, sore affrighted. After this they 
continued drifting on till one day they espied a mountain terrible 
tall and spiring h^h in air, whereat they rejoiced, when presently 
an island appeared. They made cowards it with all their might 
congratulating one anosher on the prospect of making bnd; out 
hardly had they sighted the island on which was the mountain, 
when the sea changed face and boiled and rose in big waves and a 
second crocodile raised its head and putting out its claw caught up 
the two remaining Mamelukes and swallowed them. So Sayf ah 
Muluk abode alone, and making his way to the island, toiled ciU 
he reached the mountain'top, vmere he lodged about and found a 
copse, and walking among the trees fell to eating of the fruits. 
Presently, he saw among the branches more than twenty great 
apes, each bigger than a hc'inule, whereat he was seized with ex' 
ceeding fear. The apes came down and surrounded him;* then 


* AiMh. "Ttmsjih" Tmis Cerpric (Okl Egypi) Einfuh or Msuh. TTic bmoihI ettirrin Ewe 
xti Halt--wMCF* 1 face Tffhjch prtives thiu the CracodiEc Lika OH tkt Suez Cuul vera in old 
d%y* M bjF frilc-Witeri ttul thb wii nocewajily a CimiJ. 

* So m th± Brtd. Edit, 14§). In rhe Mic. gcscc ‘'one irnn/' whhh bettef jpoiti the 

KciM^rl crocoHili?^ for ihr nfifmeil can hardly be to rake two at a rtme, 

* fic hjd ample ftHan to Imi fn^tirttoil. The laigi' Cytioctphalia ii crcwdiHirlr danger^ 
ciqi. ^liion n-BvcIliaiF on the Gdltl Coait with my late Mtnd Coinnei Dc Kuvt^», 
AmLieEily dune in the grey riJ like tnoraini^ * herd of bcHti. We dtamminted, 
Kobbloi piLT and tat awoid and rmnetw in hand- LuddJy it feeding Dint 
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they forewent signing to him to follow them, and walked an, 
he too* dll te c^e to a castle* tall of base and strong of 
^Id whose ordinance was one brick of gold and one of sUver, 
The apes ^tered and Ke after them, and he saw in the casde all 
mann^ of rarities, jewels and precious metals such as tongue 
t^eth to describe. Here also he found a young man, passing tall 
of stature with no hair on his cheeks, and Sayf al'MuluJt was 
cheered the sight for ihcre was no human b^g but he in the 
'i stranger niarvclled exceedingly at sight of the Prince 
pel asked him. What is thy name and of what land art thou and 
how earnest than hither? TeU me thy tale and hide from me 
raught ^eneof.' Ans^'cred the Prince, “By Allah, J came not 
hjther of my own consent nor is this place of my intent; yet 
I cannot but go from place to place till I win my wish." Quoth 
the y^uth And what is iby object?''; and quoth the other 'T 
pi of the land of Egypt and my name is Sayf al-Wuluk son of 
Jung Asim bin Safwan”; and told him all that had passed with 
mm, from first to last. Whereupon the youth arose and stood in 
his service, ^j-ing, "O King of die Age. I was erst in Egypt and 
he^d that t^u hadst gone to the kind of China; but where is 
tM land and where lies China-land?^ Verily, this is a wondrous 
dung and marvellous matter!" Answered the Prince, "Sooth 
thou speake^ but, when I left China'Lmd, I set out, intending for 
me land of Hind and a stormy wind arose and the sea boiled and 
broke ah my ships ; brief, he told him all that had befallen him 
thl he came thither; whereupon tiuoth the other, “O King's son, 
Aoij hast had enou^ of strangerhood and its sufferings; Alham’ 
doling,—praised be Allah who hath brought thee hitherl So 
now do thou abide with me, that I may enjoy thy company till 
r^e, whOT thou shale become King over this island, to which no 
bound IS kno^, and these apes thou secst are indeed skilled in 

£ V ^ thou seekest here shalt thou 

find. Replied Sayf al*Muluk, "O my brother 1 may not tarry 
p any place till my wish be won, albeit I compass the whole world 
in pursuit thereof and make quest of every one so peradventure 


hr the vid^lhnitc., which Kowtw it ut but did wt «t.ck ui. During ft,T fbur y^’ 

ten lull men And rape wiimen; but 1 muM nar UHwinu mjTclf that they e^cr km the 
wqmefii u connibine^L. ^ 
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Allah may bring me to my desire or my coume lead me to the 
place wherein is the appointed tenn of my days, and I shall die 
my death.'* * Then the youth turned with a sign to one of the 
apes, and he went out and was absent awhile, after which be 
returned with other ape girt with silken tones.’ They brought 
the trays and set on ne^ an hundred chargers of gold and saucers 
of silver, containing all manner of meats. Then mey stood, after 
die manner of servants bertveen the hands of ICin^, till the youth 
signalled to the Chamberlains, who sat down, and he whose wont 
it was to serve stood, whilst the two Princes ate their sufficiency. 
Then the apes deared the table and brought basins and ewers of 
gold, and they washed their hands in rose water; after which they 
set on £ne sugar and nigh forty flagons, in each a different kind 
of wine, and they drank and rook their pleasure and made merry 
and had a £ne time. And all the apes danced and gambolled 
before them, what while the eaters sat at meat; which when Sayf 
al'Muluk saw, he marvelled at them and forgot that which had 

befallen him of sufferings.-^And Shahratad perceived the dawn 

of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


fiCllltn it tutm djr ^tUrn ^unhreb anh 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Sayf al'Muluk saw the gestures and gambols of the apes, he 
marvelled thereat and forgot that which had beti(^ him of 
strangerhood and its sufferings. At nightfall they lighted waxen 
candles in candlesticks of gold studded with gems and set on 
dishes of confections and fruits of sugar'candy. So they ate: 
and when the hour of rest was come, the apes spread them bedding 
and they slept. And when morning morrowed, the young man 
arose, as was his wont, before sunrise and waking Sayf al'Muluk 
said to him, “Put thy head forrfi of this lattice and sec what 
standi beneath it.” So he put out his head and saw the wide 
waste and all the w'old filled with apes, whose number none knew 
save Allah Almighty. Quoth he, “Here be great plenty of apK, 
for they cover the whole country: but why are they assembled 


^ Arab. wiidor[br ihe Iiulimn Zones la by tbeobl Gwlc 

liTiTdkn. 
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at this hour?" Quoth the youth, **Thi5 is their custom. Every 
Sabbath,^ all the apes in the island come hither, some from two 
and three days^ distance, and stand here till I awaltc from sleep 
and put forth my head from rhK lattice, when they kiss ground 
before me and go about their business." So saying, he put his 
head out of the window; and when the apesaaw him, they kissed 
the earth before him and went their way. Sai^ al-Muluk abode 
with the young man a whole month when he larewellcd him and 
departed, escorted by a party of nigh a hundred aj^, which the 
young man bade escort liim, Thej^" journeyed with him seven 
days, till they came to the limits of ^cir islands,^ wrhen they took 
leave of him and returned to their places, while Sayf al'MuIuk 
fared on alone over mount and hill, desert and plain, four months* * 
Journey, one day anhungered and the next satiated, now eating 
of the herbs of the earth and then of the fruits of the trees, till 
he repented him of the harm he had done himself by leaving the 
young roan: and be was about to retrace his steps to him, when 
he saw something black afar olf and said to himself, **U this a 
city ot trees? But I w'ill not turn hack till I sec what it is." 
So he made towards it and when he drew near, he saw that it was 
a palace tall of base. Now he who built it was Japhet son of Noah 
(on whom be peace!) and it is of this palace that God the Most 
High speaketh in His precious Book, whenas He saith, "And an 
abandoned wdl and a hlgh-builded palace."* Sayf al'Muluk sat 


* As Tr^iten iluwi (JL l5Sj th«c i ttaanfliit of wme tribtf 

ihmc of Ai who had fCMic to Mectah to istay for rain ind ihu?cicapcd dicfcntr4l datrut- 
non. Srt v-ul, i they *cic thf nlAySah «Ko In bmviJ'i dijr wm tna*- 

forfiiQj into for ^ihitig 4 ki ihc (Saninimy) Kormei ti. 6L 
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fmrdi arc dthcr miaimdcrtti»d nr purpcwcty miuipplled by the lutkor of the uie. Ptir- 
poiefut pcTTTTMinp of Holy WHt ate Very pgfiuJaTJimongvt Mdalcmj msd form part d ibelf 
liicton^; but puch is uut tht cue Kere. Accordin® to Voa Knutmef {Trtbuticn n. 15#), 
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(Kish-^bihbled Ciitk) m iht provinfe DlHisdnmdu:i^ ind we wait for 4 njTw Nicbiiiir to 
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mdE3 ft palali de pliire (not Ult^lyt). Ijm renurfcs that Mioltfd mMly mcani '^plu- 
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down at the gate and said in his mind, “Would I knew what is 
within yonder palace and wbac King dwelieth there and who shall 
acquaint me wnethcr its foUc are men or Jinn? Who will tell me 
the truth of the case?" He sac considering awhile, but, seeing 
none go in or oomc out, he rose and cotnmittins himself to Allah 
Almighcy entered the palace and walked on, till he had counted 
seven vestibules; yet saw no one. Presently looking to his right 
he beheld three drore, while before him was a fourth, over which 
hung a curtain. So he went up to this and niising the curtain, 
found himself in a great hall^ spread with silken carpets. At the 
upper end rose a throne of gold whereon sat a damsel, whose face 
was like the moon, arrayed in royal raiment and beautiHed as she 
were a bride on the night of her displaying; and at the foot of 
the throne was a table of forty trays spread with golden and 
siiveni dishes full of dainty viands. The Prince went up and 
saluted her, and she returned his salam, saying, “Art thou of 
mankind or of the Jinn?” Replied he, “I am a man of the best 
of mankind;* for 1 am a King, son of a King," She rejoined, 
“What seckest thou? Up with thee and eat of yonder food, and 
after tefl me thy past from first to last and how thou earnest 
hidier," So he sat down at the table and removing the ojver 
from a cniy of meats (he being hungry), ate till he was full; 
then washed his right h^d and going up to the throne, sat down 
by the darpitpl who asked him, “Who art thou and what is thy 
name and whence comest thou and who brought thee hither?" 
He answered, "Indeed my story is a long but do thou first tell 
me who and what and whence thou art and why thou dw^est 
in this place alone,” She rejoined, “My name is Daulat Khatun* 
and I am the daughter of the King of Hind. My father dwelieth 
in the Capital'dcy of Sarandib and hath a great and goodly garden, 
there is no goodlier in all the land of Hiid or its dependencies; 


higK-roited, Tlic twe place) ■re *I#o mentiflrial lijr Al,M44'fi(£; md they eicciw in Al, 
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and in this garden is a great tan If, One day. I went out into the 
garden with my slave'women and I stripp^ me naked and they 
^ewtse and, entering the tank, fell to spurting and solacing our" 
selves therein. Presently, before I could be ware, a sometlung as 
it were a cloud swooped down on me and snatching me up from 
amongst my handmaids, soared aloft with me betwixt heaven and 
earth, saying, 'Fear not, O Daulat Kbacun, but be of good 
heart/ Then he flew on with me a little while, after which he set 
me down in this palace and straightway without stay or deby 
became a handsome young man dirtily appardled, who said to 
me, ‘Now dost thou know me?' Replied I, 'No, O my lord’; 
and he said, '1 am the Blue King, Sovran of the jann; my father 
dw^elleth in the Castle Al'Kulztim^ hight, and hath under his 
band six hundred thousand Jinn, £yers and divers. It chanced 
that while passing on my way 1 saw thee and fell in love with thee 
for thy lovely form: so I swoop«j dowTi on thee and snatched thee 
up from among the slave^girb and brought thee to this the High- 
budded Castle, which is my dwelling-place. None may fare 
hither be he man or be he Jinni, and from Hind hither is a 
journey of an hundred and twenty years: wherefore do thou hold 
that thou wilt never again behold the land of thy father and thy 
mother; so abide with me here, in contentment of heart and 

E eace, and I will bring to thy hands w-batso thou seekest/ Then 

e embraced me and l^scd me,"-^And Shahrazad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


IBhcn i1 lQa« Ifit £»rbcn ^inhrcb nnh ^ixtp-nintf) 

She resumed, It hath reached me, O .auspicious King, that the 
damsel said to Sayf al-Mduk, "Then the ^ng of the Jann, after 
he had acquainted me with his case, embraced me and kissed me, 
saying, 'Abide here and fear nothing': whereupon he went 
awray from me for an hour and presently returned with these 
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tables and carpets and fumiUire. He comes to me every Tblrci^ 
and abideth with me three days and on Friday, at the time of 
mid'aftemoon prayer, he dcpartech and is absent till the following 
Third* When he is here, he eaceth and drinketh and Idsseth and 
huggeth me, but doth nau^t else with me, and 1 am a pure 
virgin, even as Allah Almighty created me. My father s name 
is Taj d'MuIuk, and he wotteth not what is come of me rior 
hath he hit upon any trace of me. This is my story; now tdl 
me thy tale," Answered the Prince, "My story is a long and 1 
fear last while 1 am telling it to thee the Ifrit aatnc.” Quoth she 
"He went out from me but an hour before thy entering and 
will not return till Third: so sit thee down and take thine ease 
and hearten thy heart and tell me what hath betided thee, from 
beginning to end." And quoth he, "1 hear and I obey. So he 
to tpTlin g her all that had befallen him from <x>mmencement 
to conclusion but, ’when she heard speak of Badi a aldamal, her 
eyes ran over with railing tears and she cried, "O Badi'a al'Jamal, 
I had not thought of thee! Alack for our luck! O Badfa 
^'Jamal, deet thou not remember me nor say, ‘My sister 
Davilat Khatun whither is she ^ne?‘ '* And her weeping rc' 
doubled, lamenting for that Eadi'a abjamal had forgotten her.* 
Then said Sayf al'Muluk, "O Daulat Khatun, thou an a mortal 
and she is a Jinniyah: how then can she be day sister?" Replied 
the Princess, "She is my sister by fosterage and this is how it 
came about. My mother went out to sobc^ herself in the garden, 
when labouT'pangs seized her and she bare me. Now the mother 
of Badi‘a al'Jmnai chanced to be passing with her guar^, when 
she also was taken with tra'vail'pains; so she ^ghred in a side 
of the garden and there brougric forth Badia al*J amal , She 
despatched one of her women to seek food and childbirth' 
gear of my mother, who sent her what she sought and invited her 
to visit her. So she came to her with Badi a al'Jama] and my 
mother suckled the child, who with her mother tarried with us in 
the garden two months. And before wending her ■ways the 
mother of BadTa al'Jamal gave my mother somewhat,* saying, 
‘When thou hast need of me, [ will come to thee a middlemost the 


^ ij. Taadxf. S« toS liL 249, * u r 

' Kcuwk beins i- jinniyili ifit ibata'-wittr conlil }Hi?c Ecfnc la hfif ifwl tMVoj hfiT iroTO 

fnHittcfiibijPti-* 

■ Arab. “Kijih " pJoperSf a nwitful Thia RmfUicd HccordiRg tht Bre^. HtUt. 

af cn-Eain perfuTnt^ bj bmTtipg hicli tke c?cpjlii summon ihe d£ dsc jinn. 




350 


Alt Laylak wa Iayi^. 


garden,' and departed to her own land; but she and hff dauehter 
used to us every year and abide with us awniie bdor? remm' 
ine home. Wherefore an I were with my mother, O 
Mduk and if thou wm with me in my own country and Bath a 
al'Jami and I were together as of wont, 1 would devise some 
device with her to bring thee to thy desire of her: but 1 am 
and they know naught of me; for dmt an they kenned what is 
become of me, they have power to deliver 
however, the matter is in Allah’s ^^d « 

He!) and what can I do? ' Quoth Sayf Juk, RIm imd 
flee and go whither the Almighty willeth; bu^t, quoth she, Wc 
cannot do that; for, by Allah, though we fled hence a y^ 
journey thac accursed would overtake us in an hour slarUg 
us " Then said the Prince, “I will hide mysdf in his way, ^d 
when he passeth by I wfli smite him with the sA'ord and slay 
him." Daulat Khatun replied, “Thou can« not succ^d in 
slaying Kim save thou slay soul. Asked he, .^d wh(^ is 
his sod?"; and she answered, "Many a time have I quesaoned 
him thereof but he would not tell me, till one day I preped him 
and he waxed wroth with me and said to me. How often w__^ 
thou ask me of my soul? What hast thou to do with my s^7 
I rejoined, ‘O Hadm,^ there remaineth none to but thou, 
except Allah; and my life dependeth on thy life and whilst thou 
livest, ail is weU for me; so. except 1 care tor thy soul and set it 
in the apple of t^ mine eye, how shall I live in chine ab^ce. 
An I tn^ where thy wul abukth, 1 would ni^er cease whilst I 
live to hold it in mine embrace and would keep it as my right eye. 
Whereupon said he to me, 'Wliat time I was bom, the astrology 
predicted that I should lose my soul at the hands of son o, a 
kinE of mankind. So I took it and set it in the crop of a sparrow, 
and shut up the bird in a box. The box 1 set in a ca^et, and 
enclosing this in seven other caskets and seven (^ests. laid the 
whole in a alabastrine cotTcr/ which 1 buned wthm the marge of 
yon carth'drclmg sea; for that these parts ^ far from (he world 
of luai and none of them can win hither. So now see I have told 
thee what thou wouldst know, and do thou tell ni^e thereot, tor 

it is a secret between me and thee.'”-^And Sh^r^d pet' 

ccived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 
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She said. It hath reached me, O atispidouB Khg, ^at when 
Daolat Khatun acquainted Sayf al-MuIuk with the wher^bouts 
of the soul of die Jinni who had earned her off and repeated to him 
his speech ending with, “And this is a sraet me and 

thee'” ‘■"I rejoined," quoth she, “ *To whom should 1 tell it, 
seeing that none but thou cotnech hither with whom 1 nay mk 
thcTMf?' adding, ‘By Allah, thou hast indeed set thy sod in the 
strongest of stroo^olds to which none my acc^! How 
should a man win to it, unless the itnposabU ^ _for^rdained and 
Allah decree like as the astrologers predicted? ^ereu^n the 
linni. 'Peradventure one may come. Having on his hngw the s^' 
rine of Solomon son of David (on tie tw^n be peace-) ^ 
his hand with the ring on the face of the wa^, ^ying, By tb£ 
virtue of the names engraven upon this ring, let the so^ of ^cti 
an one come forthl’ Whereupon the coffw will ^ to th^e surto 
and he will break it open and do the like with the ^ts and 
caskets, till he come to the little bar, wh^ he will t^e out the 
sparrow and strangle it, and I sh^ die. ^en l^fKp 

Muluk, “I am the King*s son of whom he spake, this is the 
ring of Solomon Da^^d«m cm my finger: so nse, l« ^ gP 
down to the sea-shore and see if his words be Seal ^ 
Thereupon the two walked down to the sca-^ore and the Prin^^ 
stood oJTthe beach, whilst the Pmcc waded mto Je wa^ to his 
waist and laying his hand with the nng on the surface of ±e ^a 
said, “By the virtue of the names and t^m^s m^ven on this 
ring, and by the mi^t of Skyman bm Daud 
the Peace'), let the soul of Hatim the Jmni, son of the B uc 

King, come forth!” Whereat the sea ^ Trlt ir 

coffCT of alabaster rose to the surface. Sayf aJ-Muluk it 
Zd shattered it against the rock and broke o^ the chests and 
3 he ^to the little box and dr^ 
sparrow. Then the twain returned to the castle 
Z the thionei but hardly had they done this, when lo 
there arose a dust'doud terrifying and some u^ 
flying and crying. “Spate me, O King's son, and slay me not. 
bStlake m?thy freedman. and I wfll bring th^ to thy dcsiref 
Quoth Daulat Latun, "The Jinni cometh; 

Irat this accursed enter the palace and take it from thee and 
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slaughter me and ab-ughtcr dice after me.” So the Prince wrung 
the sparrow s nech and it died, whereupon the Jinni fell down at 
the palacc'door and b&:aine a heap of black ashes. Then said 
Daulat Khatun, * *‘We are delivered from the hand of yonder 
accursed; what shall w'e do no'w?"; and Sayf al'Muluk r^lietk 
”Ic behoveth us to ask aid of Allah Alm^hty who hath adlicted 
u$; belike He will direct us and hdp us to escape from this our 
strait.” So sayings he arose and pulling up' half a score of the 
doors of the palace, which were of sandal'wood and lign'aloea with 
nails of gold and silver^ bound them together w'ith ropes of silk 
and floss^'silk and fine litim and wrought of them a raft, which he 
and the Princess aided each other to hale down to the sea.'shore. 
They laun<^ed it upon the water till it floated and, making it fast 
to the beach, returned to the palace, whence they removed aH the 
chargers of gold and saucers of silver and jeweb and precious 
stones and metals and w'hat else was light of load and weighty of 
worth and freighted the raft therewith- Then they embarked after 
fashioning two pieces of wood into the likeness of paddles and cast' 
ing off the rope'inoorings, let the raft drift out to sea with them, 
co m mit ring themselves to Allah the Most High, who oontenteth 
those that put their trust in Him and dLsappointeth not them 
who rely upon Kim. They ceased not faring on thus four months 
until their victual was exhausted and their sufferings waxed severe 
and theh souls were straitened; so they prayed Allah to vouchsafe 
them deliverance froin that danger. But all this time when they 
lay down to sleep, Sayf al'Muluk set Daulat Khatun behind him 
and laid a naked brand at his back, so that, when he turned in. 
sleep the sword was between them.* At last it chanced one night, 

* f.#, riiWRV the lower h^ewptni. See ^ol n. 514. 
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Sa^ al'Mul^ was asieep and Daulat Khatun awake, that 
E^old, ae raft dnfted landwaril; and altered a piirt wherein were 
fibps. T^e Frince^ saw the ships and haird a man, he being the 
chief and h^d of the captains, talkmg with the saEors; whSeby 
fibe anew that this was the port of some dty and that they were 
coiM to an country. So siie joyed w-jth exceeding joy 

and waking Ae Prin« said to him, “Ask die captain die name of 
the aty and haiteur. Thereupon Sayf al-Muhjk arose and said 
to the captain, “O my brother, how is this harbour hight and 
what be ^es of yonife city and its King?" Replied the 
Capta^, O false face! O frasty beard! an than knew not the 
name of this port and city, how earnest thou hidier?" Quoth 
“V* ^'■hdulut, I am a stranger and bad taken passage in a 
mereh^t ship which was wrecked and sank with all on board; but 
^ on a plank and made my way hither; wherefore T 

^ed thee the name of the place, and in adung is no offence," 
Then said the captain, “This is the dty of 'Amariyah and this 
Wbour IS Kamin al>Bahrayn;'= When the Princess heard 
gisshe rdoiced with exceeding joy and said, “Praised be Allah!" 

X? ^ ^ answered. "O Sayf al' 

Mulut rejoice in succour near hand; for the Xing of this city is 

my unck, my father s brother/"- And Shahraz^d perceived the 

□Awn of day and oesiscd saying her penmtDed say. 


fflheu tt toaif thf ^Ebtn iNttbrrb atiS jg>ebrnly.firfi| ^ight. 

gie conrinued. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, chat 
auiat Khatun said to Sayf al'Mitluk, "Rejoice in safety near 
pand; for the King of this dty is my unde, my father s brother 
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and liLi is 'Alf al'Muluk/* *’ adding, “Say thou then tn the 
captain^ ‘Is the Sultan of the city, Ali al-Muluk, well?' ** He asfe^ 
but the captain was wroth with him and cried, “Thou sayest, "I 
am a stranger and never in my life came hither.' Who then told 
thee the name of the lord of the city?” When Daulat Khatun 
heard this, she rejoiced and knew him for Mu’in al'Dtn,* one of her 
father s captains. Now he liad fared forth in search of her, after 
she was lost and finding her not, he never ceased cruising till he 
c^e to her uncle’s dty. Then she bade Sayf al-Muluk say to 
him, O Captain hiu in al''0in, come and speak with thy 
mistress! So he called out to him as she bade, whereat he was 
wroth with exceeding wrath and answered, "0 dog, O thief, O 
spy, who art thou and huw knowest thou me?” Then he said to 
one of the saibrs, "Give me an ash’-stave, that 1 may go to 
yonder plaguing Arab and break his head.” So he took the 
stick and made tor Sayf al-Muluk, but, when he came to the laft, 
he saw a something, wondrous, b^utcous, which unfounded his 
wits and considering it straitly he made sure that it was Daulat 
Khatun sitting there, as she were a slice of the moon; whereat he 
said to the Prince, “Who is that with thee?” Replied he, "A 
damsel by name Daulat Khatun." When the captain heard the 
Princess s name and knew that she was his mistress and the 
daughter of his King, he fell dowTi in a fainting'fit, and when he 
c^e to himself, he lett the raft and whatso W'as thereon and 
riding up to the palace, craved an audience of the King; where' 
upon the ch^berlain went in to the presence and said, “Captain 
Mu'rn aJ'Djn is come to bring thee good news; so bid he be 
brought in. Tlie King bade admit him; accordingly' he entered 
and kissing ground* said to him, “O King, thou owest me a gift 
for tidings; for thy brother s daughter Daulat Khatun haA 
reached our city safe and sound, and j$ now on a raft in the 
h^bour, in company with a young man like the moon on the 
night of its full. ^Vhen the King heard this, he rejoiced and 
conferred a costly robe of honour on the captain. Then he 
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straightway bade decorate the city in honour of the safe return of 
his brother's daughter, and sending for her and Sayf al'Muiu^ 
saluted the twain and gave them joy of tiietr safety^ after whidt 
he despatched a messenger to his brother, to let him know that 
his daughter was found and was with him . As as the news 
reached Taj al'MuIuk he gat him ready and assembling his troops 
set out for his brother’s capital, where he found his daughter and 
they rejoiced with exceeding joy. He sojourned with his brother 
a week, after which he nx)lc his daughter and Sayf al-Muluk and 
returned to Sarandib, where the Princess foregather^ with her 
mother and they rejoiced at her safe return i and held high festi\'al 
and that day was a great day, never was seen its like. As for 
Sayf al'Muluk, the £ng entreated him with honour and said to 
him, “O Sayf al'Muluk, thou hast done me and my daugliter all 
this good for which 1 cannot requite thee nor can any requite 
thee, save the Lord of the three Worlds; but I wish thee to sit 
upon the throne in my stead and rule the land of Hind, for 1 offer 
thee of tny throne and kingdom and treasures and servants, all 
this in free gift to thee.” Whereupon Sayf al-MuIuk rose and 
tossing the ground before the King, thank^ him and answered, 
“O Kin§ of the Age, I acc^c all thou givest me and return it to 
thee in ireest gift: for I* O King of the Age, covet not sovranty 
nor sultanate nor desire au^t but that Allah the Most High 
bring me to my desire.*' Rejoined the King, *'0 Sayf al'Muluk 
these my treasures are at thy disposal: take of them what thou 
wilt, widi^out consulting me, and Allah requite thee for me with all 
weal!” Quoth the Prince, “Allah advance the King! There is 
no delight for me in money or in dominion till 1 win my wish: 
but now 1 have a mind to solace myself in the city and view its 
thoroughfares and market'Streets.” So the King bade bring him 
a mare of the thoroughbreds, saddled and bridled; and Sayf 
al'Muluk movmtcd her and rode through the streets and markets 
of the city. As he looked about him right and left, to! his eyes 
fell on a young man, who was carrying a tunic and crying it for 
sale at fifteen dinars: so he considered him and saw him to be 
like his brother Sa*id: and indeed it was his very seif, but he was 
wan of hlee and changed for long stiangerhood and the travails of 
travel, so that he (mew him not. However, he said to lus 
attendants, “Take yonder youth and carry to the palace 
where I lodg^e, and keep him with you till my return from the 
ride when T will question him.” But they understood him 
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to say, “Carry him to the prison," and said in themselves 
Haply this is some runaway Mameluke of his.” So they 
took him and bore him to the bridevi'dl, where they laid him 
in irons and left him seated in solitude, unremembered by 
any. Presently Sa>^ al'Muhik returned to the palace, but he 
forgot his brother Sa'id, and none made mention of him. 
So be abode in prison, and when they brought cut the 
prisoners, to cut ashlar from the quarries they tnoic Sa'id with 
them, and he wrought with the rest. He abiide a month’s 
space, in this squalor and sore sorrow, pondering his case and 
'^^hat is the cause of my imprisonment?”; 
while Sayr al'hluluks mind was diverted from him hv rejoicing 
other things; but one day, as he sat, he bethou^t him of 
oa id and said to his hfamelukes, ^^^here is the white slave I 
gave mm yow charge on such a day?” Quoth they, “Didst thou 
not bid us bear him to the bridewell?”; and quo^ he, *'Nay 1 
said not so; I bade you carry him to my palace after the ride." 
Then he sent his Chamberlains and Emirs for Sa'id and th^ 
fe^ed him in fetters, and loosing bun from his irons set him 
before the Prince, w’ho asked him, O young man, what country* 
man art thou?”; and he answered, “I am from Egypt and my 
name is Sa'id, son of Paris the Watir.” Now hearing tnese words 
al-Muluk spr^g to his feet and throwing himself off the 
throne and upon bis friend, hung on his neck, weeping aloud for 
vm joy and saying, “O my brother, O Sa'id, praise be Allah for 
^t 1 see thee alive! i am thy brother Sayl al-Mulufc, son of 
King Asim. Then they embraced and tears together and 
all who were present man'elled at them. After this Sayf aJ-Muluk 
fede his people bear Sa’id to the Hammam-bach; and they did so. 
\y hen he cim e out, they clad him in costly clothing and carried 
him back to ^skMuluk who seated hiin on the throne beside 
himself^ ^Vhen Ring Taj abhluluk heard of the reunion of Ssyf 
al^MuIuk and his brother Sa'id, he joyed with joy exceeding and 
came to them, and the three sat de^^ising of all that had befallen 
Aem in the past from first to last. Then said Sa id, my 
brothcTp O Sayl al^Muluk, when the ship .sank with alt on board 
I saved myself on a plonk with a company of MamelLikes and it 
drifted with us a whole month, when the wind cast ua, by the 
ordinance of Allah Almighty^ upon an island. So we landed and 
entering among the trees took to eating of the fruits^ for we were 
anhungred- ^A^hilst we were busy eatings there fell on us unawares^ 
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folk like Ifnts’ and springing on our shoulders rode us* * and said 
to us, *Go on v?jth us; for ye are become our asses ' So 1 said 
to him who had mounted me, *What an thou and why mountest 
thou me?' At this he twisted one of his legs about my neck, tilt 
1 was ad but dead, and beat upon my baii;^ the while with the 
other leg, tili I thought he had broken my backbone. So I fed to 
the ground on my face, having no strength left in me for famine 
and thirst. From my fall be knew' that J was hungry and taking 
me by the hand, led me to a tree laden with fruit which was a 
peai'tree* and said to me, 'Hat thy £11 of this tree/ So I ate 
till I had enough and rose to walk apiost my w'ill; but, ere I bad 
fared afar the creature turned and leaping on my shoulders again 
drove me on, now w'alking, now running and now trotting, and he 
the while mounted on me, laughing and saying, 'Net'er m my 
life saw 1 a donkey like unto djcc!' Wc alxxle thus for years 
tiU, one day of the days, it chanced that w'e saw there great plenty 
of vines, covered with ripe fruit; so wc gathered a cjuantity of 
grape-bunches and throwing them into a pit. trod them with our 
feet, till pit became a great water-pool. Then we waited 
awhile and presently returning thither, found that the sun had 
wroughten on the grape-juice and it was become wine. So we 
used to drink it CHI we were drunken and our faces flushed and 
we fell to singing and dancing and running about in the merriment 
of drunkenness*; whereupon our masters said to us, 'What is it 
that reddeneth your faces and maketb you dance and sirtg? 
We replied. *Ask us not, what is ycur quest in questioning us 
hereof?' But they insisted, saying, 'You must tcU us so that 
we may know the truth of the case,' till we told them how we 
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Arfibif htnt h« no HASonnACr. The pa^Hic a]to allude* ta itiB dfunken hAhln of thisfc 
bUmelw FthiopiiJi^ The raeca of Cctitroi Aiikn wbefe^ *dtcjr rtdddftjr a chief b rurly if 
ever ^nd sober. Vi'e hear m uch abant drink in Engiand hui EEiglliJwT^en m mefe babes 
MispATcd idth these teal wan Ncgrac*- In Ujiyomwcai 1 feHirLd sfi the atanditig bedstead^ 
€if pfllc-^lcepcn nnd birk-$liht djfpCRcd t.t an Angle of aboiJt ^ degfw far the purpose of 
dtiliu^ ^ the huge potttc^bdii of PomlK ^OBriim bciff) driini^ the occupanUi end, 
ciiminkucit lec^um poiui mshi be uid of the wjbde male po^adan^ 
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pressed ^pes and made wine. Quoth they, ‘Give us to 
dnnk thenEoF; hut quoth we. The gnipea are spent/ So they 
bnoi^ht us to a Wady, whose length we knew not from its breadth 
nor Its begmmng from its end wherein were vines each bunch of 
grapes on them weighing twenty pounds* by the scale and all 
wi^m easy reach, and they said, 'Gather of these ‘ So we 
gathCTcd a mighty great store of grapes and finding there a big 
bigger thm the great tank in the King s garden we ^ed 
It of frmt. This we tred with our feet and did with the juice 
as before nil it bei^e strong wine, which it did after a month; 
whereupon we said to them, ' Tis came to perfection; but in 
what wiU ye dnnk it^ And they repUed, 'We had asses like 
unto you; hut we ato them and kept their heads; so give us to 
drink in their skulls. We went to their caves which we found 
of h^ds and bones of the Sons of Adam, and we gave 
Jem to JirJ when they became drunken and lay dowm, nigh 
two ^dred of them. Then we said to one another, 'Is it not 
^ough that they should ride us, but they must eat us also"^ 
^ere is no h^jesty and there is no Might save in Allah, the 
Glonotis, the Great! But we wiU ply them with w'ine, till they 
are overcome by drunkenness, when we will day them and be at 
r^t Irom them.' Accordingly, we awoke them and fell to filling 
the skulh and fa%-ie them to dri^ but they said, ‘This is 
bitter. We rephed, Why say ye U bitter? WBoso sai'th thus, 
Incept he drink of it ten times, he dicth the same day.' When 
h^d this, they f^d death and cried to us, 'Give us to 
dnnk Je whole to tii^ * So we gave them to drink, and 
^en they had swallowed the rest of the ten draughts they waaed 
dru^en csceedingly and their strength failed them and they 
avaded not to mount us. Thereupon we dragged them together 
bv their hands and laymg them one upon ano^er, collected great 
plenty ol dry vine^stalks and branches and heaped it about and 
u^n Jem; th<m ^ set fire to the pile and stood afar off. to see 
wlut bec^e of Jem."——And Sfaahratad perceived the dawn 
ol day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

iHirdi . isk, «t ^ for the vrdgh. u » keep the 
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Klfltrt it iota itif ^B>i:b£n S^unbrcb aittt ftcbcn(p-s(£amiJ 

She pijrsued, It hath reached roe, O auspicious King, that Sa'id 
continued, “When we set £re to the pile wherein were the Ghuls, 
I with the Mameitikes stood afar off to see what became of them- 
and, as soon the fire was bumt out, we caroe back and found 
them a l^p of ashes, wherefore we praised Allah Almi^ty who 
had ddiiiicred us from them. ’Tfien we went forth about the 
island and sought the aeadiore, where we parted and I and two of 
the Mamelukes fared on till wc came to a thick copse full of fruit 
and there busied ourselves with eating, and behold, presently up 
cape a man tall of stature, long of f>eard and lengthy of ear. 
with eyes like cressets, driving teforc him and feeding a great 
flock of sheepd When he saw us he rejoiced and said to us, 
‘Well come, and fair w'ekome to you! Draw near me that 1 
may slaughter you an ewe of tliese sheep and roast it and give 
you to eat,' Quoth we, ‘Where is thine ab^e?' And quoth 
he, ‘Hard by yonder mountain; go on towards it till ye come 
to a cave and enter therein, for you will sec many guests like 
yourselves; and do ye sit with them, whilst we make ready for 
jTDu the guestimeal.’ We believed him so fared on, as he bade 
iw, uU we came to the cavern, where we found many guests. Sons 
of Adam like ourselves, but they were all blinded”; and when 
we entered, one said, ‘I'm sindt'; and anodier, ‘I’m weak.* So 
we cried to them, ‘What is this you say and what is the cause 
of your sickness and w'cakness?' Tihey aslred, "ftTio are 
and we answered, *We are guests/ TTien said they, 
‘What hath made you fall into the hands of yonder accursed? 
But (here is no Majesty and there is no Might save in AUah, the 
Glorious, the Great! This is a Ghul who devoureth the Sons of 
Adam and he hath blinded us and meaneth to eat us.' Said 


*Thc and BnL Edit*, wid, with him a hort <if inhm after hb tat 

duH wt^rdi are omitCEc! by thes Br^ Edit, tud appdjmtltr the lequel there w« oflly 

One Cfhul-giiEit, 

■ PrcdisUy jllitdinut ihcfn^t beebajous Fetdan pWS^inv^ir tatrin^out the 
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Eunueh-Kinv Agita MolmEumcd; Shah, t ftnisr note thiu tlae itraiijtvil Icalijn pwiice 
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we, 'And how did he blind you?' and they replied, 'Even as 
he will blind yourselves anon/ Quoth we, ‘And how so?' 
And quoth they, 'He will bring you bowls of soured milk^ and 
will say to you, 'Ye are weary with wayfare; take this milk and 
drink it.' And when ye have drunken thereof, ye will become 
blind lit^ us, baid ] to myself, *ni£!r€ is no tscEpc for us but 
by contrivance. So ! dug a hole in the ground and sat over it. 
After an hour or sc in came the accursed Ghul with bowls of 
milk, whereof he gave to each of us, saying, 'Yc come from the 
desert and are athirst: so take this milk and drink it, whilst I 
roast you the flesh. I took the cup and carried it to my mouth but 
emptied it into the hole; then I cried out, ‘Aksl my sight is 
gone and I am blind!' and clapping my h^d to my eyes, fell 
a^weeping and a-waihng, whilst the accursed laughed and said, 
‘Fear not, thou art now become like mine other guests.' But, 
as for my two comrades, they drank the milk and became blind. 
Thereupon the Ghul arose and stopping up the mouth of the 
cavern came to me and felt my ribs, but found me lean and with 
no flesh on ray bones: so he tried anoAcr and finding him fat, 
rejoiced. Then he slaughtered three dicep and skinned them and 
fetching iron spits, spitted the flesh thereon and set them over the 
fire to roast. When the meat was done, he placed i: before my 
comrades, who ate and he with them; after which he brought a 
leathcT'bag full of w'ine and drank thereof and lay down prone 
and snored. Said I to myself, ‘He's drowned in sleep: how 
shall 1 slay him?' Then ! bethought me of the spits and 
thrusting two of them into the fire, waired till they were as red- 
hot coals: whereupon I arose and girded myself and taking a 
spit in each hand went up to the accursed Ghul and thrust them 
into his ey es, pressing upon them with all my might. He sprang to 
his fret for sweet life and would have bid hold of me; but he was 
blind. So 1 tied from him into the inner cavern, whilst he ran after 
me; but I found no pbec of refuge from him nor whence 1 might 
escape into the open country, for the cave was stopped up with 
stones; wherefore I was bewildered and said to the blind men, 
'How shall 1 do ^vith this accursed?' Replied one of them, 'O &'id, 

‘ Afib. “Labafl“ A* Ojtposfll ;o ''HjdTb'': in ikdruv. Hcfra 7 .3*5} the fonsier it 

iixtl f« miUc, 4nEl -riibcr p tixjld be cilsd- I hive nti^cd that all galalttophjqpj 

or miIk-d^nklEi5 prefer iLc^iiSd^X am^ lU fiwt,^rhwEig thj; feimenTalim 

to txkt; place ouEiitIf Tathcr ihm innijc thetr iioiiuach^ Arrflri^st iJic Samal 1 nrvs aaw 
tnin^ wa&iM child t!H.ak a drcp of ficth milk; And aS^cred cofulii^ahlc opfioiiiijQn 

hc^tackg it for Goj^tc. 
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w J a run and a spring mount up to yonder niche’ and thoa wilt 
find there a sharpened scymitar of copper; bring it to me and I will 
tcU tbee what to do/ & I clombed to the niche and taking the 
blade, letumed to the blind man, who said to me, ‘Smite him 
with the sword in his middle, and he will die forthriEht.’ So I 
rt^ed after the Ghul, who was weary with running after me and 
fdt for the btind that he might kill them andj coming up to 
him £mute him with the sword a aingk stroke across his waist 
and he fell in twain. Then he screamed and aied out to me, *0 
man, an thou desire to slay me, strike me a second stroke.* 
Accordingly, I was about to smite him another cut; but he who 
had directed me to the niche and the scymitar said, 'Smite him 
not a second timCf for then he will not die, but will live and 

destroy us,'-And Shahmriad perceived ^e dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say* 


BUicn it toag t^e ^thm Jj^unhrtb anh drbentp-ftirij 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Sa^id 
continued, *"Now when I struck the Ghul with the sw^ord he 
cried out 10 me, "O man, an thou d^ire to slay me, strike me a 
second stroke!* I was alx^ut so to do when he who bad directed 
to the scyiiiitar said, 'Smite him not a second time, for 
men he will not die but will live and destroy us!' & 1 hdd my 
hand as he bade me, and the Gbul diedL Then said die blind 
man to me^ ^Open the mouth of the cave and let us fare fordi; so 
^ply Aihh may help us and bring us to rest from this phee.^ 
And I said. No harm can come to us now; let us rather 
at^de here and repose and eat of these sheep and drink of this 
wine, for lamg is the land.' Accordingly we tarried ^ere two 
montfep eating of the sheep and of the fruits of the idand and 
drinking the generous grape-juice till it so chanced one day, as we 
sat upon the beach, we caught sight of a ship looming large ki 
the distance; so we made signs for the crew and holla'd to Atm* 
They feared to draw near, knov^dng that the island was inhabital 
by a Ghul^ who ate Adamites* and would have dieered off; but 

* Arnb. noi jipertuft" u Liiic it* Wt 141 arvhai hfiUwif in the »al. 
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wc ran down to the marge of the sea and made signs to them, 
with our tutband'ends and shouted to them, whereupon one of the 
sailors, who was sharp of sight, said to the rest, ‘Harkye, 
comrades, I see these men formed like ourselves, for they have 
not the fashion of Ghuls.’ So they made for us, litde by little, 
bll they drew near us in the dinghy^ and were certihed that we 
were indeed human beings, when they saluted us and we returned 
their salam and gave them the glad tidings of the slaying of the 
accursed, wherefore they thanked us. Then wc earned t© the 
ship all that was in the cave of stuffs and sheep and treasure, tCK 
geiher with a viaticum of the bland-fruiis, such as diould serv'c us 
days and months, and eml^rking, sailed on w'ith a fair breeze 
three days; at the end of whindh die wind veered round against 
us and the air became exceeding dark; nor bad an hour passed 
before the wind drave the craft on to a rock, where it broke up 
and its planks were tom asunder.” However, the Great God 
decreed that 1 should lay hold of one of the planks, which I 
bestrode, and it bore me ^ong two days, for the "wind had fallen 
fair again, and 1 paddled with my feet awhile, till Allah the 
Most High brought me safe ashore and 1 landed and came to this 
city, where I found myself a stranger, solitary, friendless, not 
knowing what to do; for hunger was sore upon me and 1 v.'as in 
great tribulation. TTiereupon I. O my brother, hid and 

pulling off this my tunic, carried it to the market, saying in my 
mind, 'I will sell it and live on ite price, till Allah accomplish to 
me whatso he wiU accomplish.' Then I took the tunic in my 
hand and cried it for sale, and die folk were looking at it and 
bidding for it, when, O my brother, thou earnest by and seeing me 
commandedst me to the palace; but thy pages arrested and thrust 
me into the prison and there I abode till thou bethoughtest thee 
of me and badst bring me before thee. So now I have told thee what 
befel me, and Alhamdolillah—Glorified be God—ftir reunion!'* * 
Much marvelled the two Kings at Sa'id's tale and Taj ai'Muluk 


Induce bclitf that fhc Arahi have bem tic^iriij nl£i| with ijif jmoit of Hftmcr-'' 
LivifiiiE Innmarcly i^lh the they ^oultl not |uvc ignorreiJ the iTitfl and the 

Od^»ey t iadAd wc know hy ttidiEkpit Th^i they hiA now 4|7pAfentlf hcit* I 
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having m&dc ready a goodly dwelling for Sayf al'Muluk and his 
"Waiir, Dauhe K^run used to visit the Prince there and thank 
him for his favours and rallt with him. One day^ he tact her and 
said to her» “O my lady, where is the promise thou madrat me, 
in the palate of Japhet son of Noah, saying, ‘Were I with my 
people, 1 would make shift to bring thee to thy desire? And 
Sa'id said to her, "O Princess, I crave thine aid to enable him to 
win his wilL” Answ'ered she, “Yea, verily; I will do my 
endeax'our for him, that he may attain his aim, if it please Allah 
Almighty.” And she turned to Sayf al-Muluk and^;^d to him, 
“Be of good cheer and keep thine eyes cool and clear. Then she 
rose and going in to her mother, said to her, “Come with me 
forthright and let us purify ourselves and make fumigations' dmt 
Badi'a al^Jamal and her mother may come and see me and rejoit* * 
in Qje.“ AnswKcd the Queen, “With love and goodly gree; 
and rising, betook herself to the garden and burnt off these 
perfumes which she always had by her; nor was it long before 
Badi'a al'Jainal and her mother made their appearance. The 
Queen of Hind foregathered with the other Queen and acquainted 
her with her daughter's safe return, whereat she rejoic^; and 
Badi'a ai'Jamal and Dauht Khacun foregathered likewise and 
rejoiced in eiu'h other. Then they pitched the pavihons* and 
dressed dainty viands and made ready die place of entertainment; 
whilst the two Princesses withdrew to a tent apart and ate together 
and drank and made merry; after which they sat dowm to converse, 
and Badi’a al-Jamal said, “What hath befallen thee in thy stranger 
hood?" Replied Oaulat Khatun, “O my sister how sad is severance 
and how gladsome is reunion; ask me not what hath befallen me! 
Oh, wliat hardships mortals suffer!" cried she, so?” 

the other said to her, “O my sister, I was inmured in die Hisb* 
budded Casde of Japhet son of Noah, whither the son of the Blue 
King carried me off^, till Sayf al-Muluk dew the Jmni and brought 
me oack to tny sire;’* and she told her to boot all that the Prince 
had undergone of hardships and horrors before be came to^ the 
Castle.* Badi'a ai'Jamal marvelled at her tale and said. By 
Allah, O my sister, rhU is the most wondrous of w’ondcrs! This 


‘ $0 h the ShiiJ».nvnEH thr S[iii»n(h-hifd ffws one .if her feiUter* v> IMS' prorig* ZU 
fiKicK >Mi will thftjw ktd the firt wlicn dn: ifcwanted, 

* BftaJ. EMit Arab. T>|,ir 

from Arab. Zariiict (h4ii4Wk) ji4adPcrfc. 

* Soimc rcnenchmcRt wa* hero foraui neowry to t.Y^ *^dixiiiwliU ^canmoti. 




3*4 


Alp Laylah wa Lavlah. 


Sayf al'Muluk is indeed a tnan! But why did he leave hia father 
and mother and betake himvlf to travel and expose himself to 
these perds?” Quoth Daulat Khatun, “1 have a mind so teU thee 
the first part of his history; but shame of thee hindereth me there' 
from." Quoth Badi'a al'Jamal, “Why shouidst thou have shame 
of me, seeing that thou art my sister and my bosom'friend and 
there is muchd a matter between thee and me and I know thou 
wiliest me naught but well? Tell me then what thou hast to say 
and be not abashed at me and hide nothing from me and have 
no fear of consequences*” Answered Daulat Khatun, “By Allah, 
all the calatnities that have betided this unfortunate have been on 
thine account and biecause of thee!" Aslted Badi'a aLJamal, 
“How- so, O my sister?"; and the other answered. “Know that 
he saw thy portrait wrought on a tunic which thy father sent to 
Solomon son of David (on the twain be peace!) and he opened it 
not neither looked at it, but despatched it, with other presents and 
rarities to Asim bin Safwan, King of Bgypt, who gave it, still 
unopened, to his son Sayf al'Muluk, The Prince u^oUed the 
tunic, thinking to put it on, and sedng thy portrait, became 
enamoured of it; where fore he came forth in quest of thee, and 
left his folk and reign and suffered all these terrors and harcyups 

on thine account." -^And Shahra^ad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 


Ififr^ ft huuf ttte ^eben i^nbreh anh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Daulat 
Khatun related to Badfa aJ'Jamal the part of Sayf al'Muluks 

history: how his love for her was caused by the tunic whereon 
her presentment was wrought; how he went forth, passion'dis' 
traught, in quest of her; how he forsook his people and his kit^' 
dom for her sake and how he had suffered ^ ihese terrors and 
hardships on her account. When Bad! a al'Jamal heard this, she 
blushed rosy red and was confounded at Daulat Khatun and said, 
“Verily this may never, never be; for man accordeth not with 
the Jann.” Then Daulat Khatun went on to praise Sayf al' 
Muluk and extol his comeliness and courage and cavalarice, and 
cased not i^ieating her memories of his prowess and his «' 
ceUent qualities till she ended with saying, “For the sake of 
Almighty Allah and of me, O sister mine, come and speak with 
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bim, though but om word!" But Badi'a al-Jamal cried, B>' 
Allah. O sister mine, this chat thou sayest I will not hear. neithCT 
will I assent to thee thernn" and it was as if she heard naught 
of what the odier said and as if no love of hayf ^-Mulut and his 
beauty and bearing and bravery had gotten hold up^ her heart- 
Then Daulat Khatun humbled herself and said, O |^dia aJ- 
laniaL by the milk w-e have sucked, 1 and thou, and by that 
which is graven on the seal-ring of Solomon (on wtem be p^<^') 
hearken to these my words for I pledged myself m the High- 
builded Casde of Japhet. to show him cEy face. ^ Alkh upon 
thee, show it to him once, for the love of me, and look tby^i on 
him!" And she ceased not to weep and implore her and kia hw 
hands and feet. tiH she consented and said, "For thy sake I wih 
show him my face once and he shall have a single glance, with 
that Daulat Khatun's heart was gladH^cned and she kissed her 
hands and feet. Then she went forth and fared to the gr^t 
pavilion in the garden and hade lier slave-women spread it ^th 
^ets and set up a couch of gold and place the wmewe^^cls m 
order; after which she went into Sayf al-Muluk ^d to 
Sa'id, whom found seated in their lodgmg^ and gave me Jrni^ 
the glad tidings of the winning of his wish, saying, Go to the 
pavilion in the garden, thou and thy brother, and hide yourseivM 
there from the eyes of men so none in the pabce may espy you, tiH 
I come to you with Badi'a al-Jamal. So they rose and repaired to 
the appointed paviUon, where they found the couch of go!d^ 
furnished with cushions, and meat and wine ready So they 

sat awhile, whilst Sayf al-MuIuk bethought him of bis □elovecl and 
his breast was straitened and love and longing assaued him, 
wherefore he rose and walked forth from the vestibule of t^ 
pavilion. Sa'id would have followed him, but he smd to him, U 
my brother, follow me not, but sit in thy stead till I return to 
thoe." So Sa'id abode seated, whilst Sayf al-MuIuk went derwn 
into the garden, drunken with the wine ol desire and distrawed 
for excess of love-longing and passion-hre; yearning ^itaied him 
and transport overcame him and he recited these couplets, 

'*0 pissing FaiH I have natie else but thev; • Pity this slave in thr loves 

seandi, wy py and my desiticl • Ncne save thyself shall 
bv-c iHls heart of m?; 


L i.r. Gftiii'n il-JunJ. 
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Would Kavett I knew thou knewwt of my wail* • and wt' 

lid5 oped iDcmory, 

Bid flleep to aojoum on tiifse eyen'Udi * Haply- in viiioo 1 thy nght ihall 
see, 

Show favour then to one thus love^idistfiauih^ ^ * Save him from r um by thy 
cnicl^! 

Allah increase thy be:amy and ihy weal; • And be thy ransom evtxy 
eoemyl 

So fi^ll cm Doomsday Umn range bcncadj • Thy flag, beauties 
'neath thy banner be.'' 

Then he wept and redted these also^ 

*Th3t rarest Uauty ever Mes my foe * Who hol^h my heart and lurki In 
eecresy: 

Spealdng, 1 speak of nothing save her charms ♦ And wbai Vm dumb in 
heart-core woneth she”' 


Then he wept sore and recited the fallowingi 

“And in my liver higher flames the fire; * You are my wish and kingsc«Be 

still I yom t 

To you (none other?) bend I and i hope * (Lcmfr^ long suffering are?) your 
grace to earn: 

And ti^c you pity me whose frame by Love ’ Is waste and weak his heart 
with sore oonceni: 

Relent, he gen rems, tcpder-hcartrd« kind: * From you III nfi^er remove, from 
you ne'er tmuF 

Then he wept and redted these also, 

“Came to me care when came the kwe of thee, * Cnrel sleep fled me Jike 
tby cruelty: 

Tells me the messen^ that thou are wrodi: • Allah forfend wliat evila told 
me be!" 

Presently Sa'id waaed wca^y of awaiting him and going forth in 

qu^ of him, found him w^Jking in the garden, distraught and 

reddng these two couplets. 

Almighty, by his right^ ■ WTw read the Koran-'Chapter 

Ne cr mam my glances er ihc charms I set; • Thy crao:, ore beautVi u 
my talk by night" 


* Korao liST^ "Tic Crtiw" ^Fidf) or the ™ called from ific &ni 
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So he Joined him and the twain walked about the garden together 
themselves and ate of its fruits. Such was their case;^ hut 
as regards the two Princesses, they came to the pavilion and enter' 
ing therein after the eunuchs had richly furnished it, according to 
command, sat down on the couch of gold, beside which was a 
window* that gave upon the garden. The castratos then set before 
them all manner rich meats and they ate, Daulat Khatun feeding 
her foster-sister by mouthfuls,® till she was satisfied; when she 
called for divers kinds of sweetmeats, and when the neutrals 
brought the m , they ate w'har they would cf them and washed their 
hands. Af ter this Daubt Khatun made ready wine and its service, 
setting on the ewers and bow'ls and she proceeded to crown the 
cups and give Badj'a al'Jamal to drink, filling for herself after and 
drinking in turn. Then Badi’a al'Jamal looked from the window 
into the garden and gazed upon the fruits and branches that were 
therein, till her glance fell on Sayf al'Muluk, and she saw him 
wandering about the parterres, followed by Sa’id, and she heard 
him lecite verses, raining the while railing tears. And that glance 

of eyes cost her a thousand sighs,-^And Shahrazad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

lihen ft hiai; tfit anb ^ebentp<ftftb 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious BCing, that when 
Badi’a al'Jam^ caught sight of &yf al-Muiuk as he wandered 
about the garden, chat glance of eyes cost her a thousand sighs, 
and she turned to Daubt Khatun and said to her (and indeed the 
wine sported with her senses), ”0 my sbter, who is that young 
1 see in garden, distraught, love'abying, dbappomted, 
siting?” Quoth the other, “Dost thou give me Uave to bring 
him hither, that we may look on him?"’: and quoth the ocher, "An 
thou can avail to bring him, bring hmi.'' So Daubt Khatun 
called to him, saying "O King's son, come up to us and bring us 
thy beauty and thy loi-’cliness!" ^yf al-Muluk recognised her 


* tri The (p. 261J Sj? f mlAluSuk ilnip^ tiliccp ttn^er a tm Ed the luHliig mMad 

□f » Sikiyik or wiitcr-Tiheel, and by ■!-JaniaJ^ who falli in ioVc Wtdl him mnd 
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voice and c^e up into the pavilionj but no sooner had he set 
e]^ on Bad) a al-Jatual, than he fell down in a swoon; whereupon 
j^ulat Khanm sprinkled on him a little rose-water and he revived. 
Tben he rose auid ki^^d ground before El^Jaxniil who 
^ared at his beauty and bvelinsss; and Daulat Khatun said to 
her, Know. O Princess* that this is Sayf al-Muiuk, whose hand 
Mved me by the ordinance ol Allah Almighty and he it is who 
rath home all manner burthens on thine accoiinti wherefore I 
wuld fe ve thee look upon him with favour.'' Hearing thisBadfa 
al'Jamal lau^^ and aaid, "And who keepeth faith* that this 
^uth shou d do so? For there is no true love in men.'* Cried 
Sayf d'Muluk. O Princess, never shall lack of faith be in me 
and aU men are not created alike." And he wept before her and 
reatcd thesf verses^ 

"O BadTa 'hjmal diow thou aomc dcmencY * To one those lovdy 

e>'es opp rest with witchriy! <.«« uiuse loveiy 

W • And U„o:. i. 


'Hien he wept with violent weeping- and love and longing got 

the mastery over him and he greeted her with these couple^ 

^ *•" 

“ ’Zt&biteK; “ i-v- 

So cut not otf your grace from Iiim who lav« * While ^kness wastes and 
foiTows ovmhiow, 

I watch the g^ry ^ which frighten me; • While cark and care mine 
every night 

Nor Patience bidw wi^ ide nor plan appeared • What shall [ say when 
questtemizd at my foe? 

Gods peace be with you in the hour of need, * Peace sent by lover patieni 
bearing woe? ^ 


Then for the eitce^ of his desire and ecstasy he repeated these 
couplets also* 
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“If t to aught iave you, O iortLs of iadinc^ * N*Vr oiay 1 win of you 
my wiSh, my so!c de^gnl 

Who doth compri^ all lovdiuess avt only you? ♦ Who nakes. the DooeM' 
day dawn t*m now btfofc diest eyne? 

Far be it Love find any rest, for 1 am one * Who lost for bve of yoa thii 
iieart, these vitaU mine,"" 


Wha3 he had made an end of bis verses, he wept with sore w^' 
ing and she said to him, ^‘O Phnee, 1 fear to grant myseif wholly 
to thee test 1 hnd in thee nor fondness nor aifccdon; for oftentinies 
man's hdelity is small and his perhdy is great and thou knowest 
how the lord Solomon, son of David (on whom be the Peace!), 
took Bilki's to his love but, whenas he saw another fairer than shi^ 
turned from her thereto." Sayf al'Muluk replied, ‘*0 my eye and 
O my soul, Allah hath not made all men alike, and 1, Injihallah 
will keep my troth and die beneath thy feet. Soon shalt thou see 
what I will do in accordance wdth my words, and for whatso I say 
Allah is my warrant." Quoth Badi'a al'Jamal, "Sit and be of 
good heart and swear to me by the right of thy Faith and let us 
covenant tc^ether that each will not be false to other; and which' 
ever of us breaketh faith may Almighty Albh puni^!" At 
these words he sat down and set his hand in her hand and they 
sware each to other that neither of them would ever prefer to the 
other any one, either of man or of the Jann, Then they embraced 
for a whole hour and wept for excess of their joy, whilst passion 
overcame Sayf al'Muluk and he recited these couplets, 

“I weep f®- IdoginE; love's own ardency * To her who piattwii the heart and 
soul of me. 

And sore's my sotrow parted long from you, *■ And shoit's tny aim to reach 
the priae I see; 

And mourning giicf for what my patience maired * To btamer’s eye un' 
vdled my secresy; 

And waxed strait chat whikime was » wide * Patience nor foine remains 
nor power to dree. 

Would Heaven I knew if CJod wiE ever deign to jwx * Our lives, and 
from our cark and care and gnef set free!" 


After this mutual troth'plightmg, Sayf al'KIuluk arose and walked 
in the garden and Badi'a m-Jamal arose also and went forth also 
afcx>t followed by a slave^girl bearing somewhat of food and a 
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flask* of Wide, The Pruiecss sac down and the set the 

meat and wine before her: nor remained they long ere they were 
joined by Sayt al-Muluk, who was received with greeting and the 
two cmbrac^ and sat them down*——And Shahra^ad perceived 
the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


Htfirn it toas ifjc ^ebtn Jitunhrcli onh ft*ehpntp-Bixt^ ,^i'ghh 

She pursued, it hath reached me, O auspicious fCmg, that having 
pnnided food and wine, Badi*a al-Jama! met Sayf d'Muluk with 
greetings, and the twain having embraced and ki't‘v*d sat them 
down awhile to eat and drink Then said she to him, “O 
png's son, thou must now go to the garden of Iram, where 
dwellcth ray grandraother, and seek her consent to our marriage. 
My slave-girl hbrjanah will convey thee thither and as thou farest 
therein thou wilt see a great pavilion of red satin, lined with green 
^Ik. Enter the pavilion heartening thyself and thou wilt see 
inade it an andoit dame sitting on a couch of red gold set 
urith pearls and jewels. Salute her with respect and courtesy; 
then look at the foot of the couch, where thou wilt descry 
a pair of sandals’ of cloth interwoven w'ith bars of gold 
embroidered with jewels. Take them and kiss them and lay them^ 
^ thy hcati^j then put them under thy right armpit and stand 
tefore the old woman, in silence and with thy head ^wed down, 
f she a^k thee, WIm art thou and how earnest thou hither and 
who bd thTC to this land? And hast thou taken up diE 
eandak? make her no answer, but abide silent till Mananah enter 
wl^ she will speak with her and seek to win her aproof for thee 
and cau^ her look on thee with consent; so haply Allah Almighty 
my incline her heart to thee and she may grant thee thy wish." 
T^cn she called the handmaid Marjanah bight and said to her 
As ^ou love^ me, do my errand this day and be not neglectfui 
therein. An thou ^complish it, thou shalt be a free woman for 
the sake of Allah Almighty, and I will deal honourably by thee 

Ar»|>. &atTnu;ali. t/f TOidi Van Hutemcr Kuinrlca that the i£ctki^«» wimts If 

them bf 

euwe, dc mmisk chiu* (w-dcuiu W bcrcc,'* ^ 
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with gifts and thm shall be none dcaner to me than thou, nor will 
1 discover my secrets to any save thee, So, by my Icrve for thee, 
fulfil this my need and be not slothful thendn." Rqjlied 
Marjanab, “O my lady and light of mine eyes, tdl me what is it 
thou requircst of me, that I may accompli^ it wnth both mine 
eyes. ’ Badi'a rejoined, "Take this mortal on thy shoulders and 
bear him to the bloom-fardcn of Iram and the pavilion of my 
gr andm other, my father's mother, and be careful of his safety. 
When thou hast brought him into her presence and seest him take 
the slippera and do them homage, and hearest her ask him, 
saying, 'Whence art thou and by what road art come and who 
led thee to diis land, and why hast thou taken up the sandals and 
what is thy need that J give heed to it?' do thou come forward in 
haste and salute her with the salam and say to her, 'O my lady, 
I am she who brought him hither and he is the King’s son of 
Egypt.* Tis he who went to the High-budded Castle and slew 
the son of the Blue King and delivered the Princess Ehulat Khatun 
from the Castle of Jap^t son of Noah and brought her back safe 
to her father: and I have brought him to thee, that he may give 
thee the glad tidings of her safety: so deign thou be gradous to 
him.' Then do thou say to her, 'Allah upon thee! is no: this 
young man handsome, O my lady?’ Sbe will reply, 'Yes'; and do 
diou rejoin, "0 my lady, indeed he is complete in honour and man¬ 
hood and vabur and he «lord and King of Egypt and compiiseth 
aH praiseworthy quahdes.* An she ask thee, 'WTmt is his need?' 
do thou make answer, ‘My lady saluteth thee and saith to thee. 


^ Arib. In fwlialiin a Jditd wbeuc arc scfilcd anij d%'i£ftc4 hcncc 

"N«nBur”—»c settle; and prtrtttttcrir Ai-^litni3rii wm the tide of 

He^Ii End Kufah she twa mihiory cffctnnincnts fcun4i£t:| br Caliph Qm^- on the frondcr 
^wiincrinu nArAbijt iiul caniiticrcd Pexvn- Hence *'=f™iffi£iaTif Rich 

were plmtcd in Mesapotitimia, Sjtia anJ Egypt. Jn Ehetecutipt Were acEticHiod rhe 
trttpmu who had faiighr under Mdbaniiivctl; but thespoidt of t)ic E4*t ADOn C!hEn^d than 
10 lifflcndiiL dciei wlicn Imtury 4£ul flESarUheil vulc by S'prrfi^grt ( 

tnnipurw them ccefcaastirjdJj^ widi the ptipnitivc Chnt»:!in Chufthei stick jii 
Jcrwleui^ p^lccsndria mil Afi^nch- Rui the Mndcmt wttc Animitceil ’With tn ardent love 
cf iKbcrty End KMfjiK ujukr Al-Kajjsj tke mniterfui W StlddJOO nf her turbulent »ni 
^tbouc the durEt fw j rtdcpendencq being quecrchcd^ Thia cxn bfvniiy be said cf the EetIj 
Q kTtiUEtu whei, with the e»ccp(H 7 n nf s few iiamiclthcirted ' f>* Bj^|xar trt ktatnr)r mi 
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fill {vKf dill the wodii Wis ^>cue to end. 
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how long shall she sic at Home, a maid and uiunairied? Zndee^ 
the time is longsome upon her for she is as a magazine wherein 
w^heat is heaped up.* What then is thine intent in leaving Her 
without a mate and why dost thou not marry her in thy lifetide 
and that of her mother, like other girls?’ If she say, ‘How shall 
we do to many her? An she have any one in mind, let her cell 
us of him, and we will do her will as far as may do thou 
make answer, *0 my lady, thy daughter saith to thee, ‘Ye were 
minded aforetime to many me to Solomon (on whom be peace!) 
and portrayed him my portrait on a tunic. But he had no lot in 
me; so he sent the tunic to the King of Egypt and he gave it to 
his son, who saw my portrait figured thereon and fell in love with 
me; wherefore he left his father and mother's realm and turning 
away from the world and whatso is therein, went forth at a 
venture, a wanderer, lovC'distraught, and hath borne the utmost 
hardships and honours for my sake of me,’ Now thou secst his 
beauty and loveUnesiS, and thy daughter's heart is enamoured of 
him; so, if ye have a mind to marry her, many her to this young 
man and forbid her not from him for he is young and passing 
comely and King of Egypt, nor wUt thou find a goodlier chan He; 
and if ye will not give her to him, she will slay herself and marry 

none neither man nor Jinn,.And,” continued Badi’a al'Jamai, 

Look thou, O Mi^'anah, nm nifc,^ how thou mayst do with my 
grandmother, to win her consent, and beguile her with soft words, 
so haply she may do my desire.” Quoth the damsel, ”0 my 
lady, upon my head and eyes will I serve thee and do what shall 
content thee.” Then she took Sayf al'Muluk on her shoulders 
and said to him, “O King's son, shut thine eyes.” He did so and 
she flew up with him into the welkin: and after awhile she said 
to him, "O King's son, open ^ine eyes," He opened them and 
found hhnsdf in a garden, which was none other than the garden 
of Iram; and she shewed him the pavilion and said, "O Sayf 
al'Mduk, enter therein!" Thereupon he pronounced the name 
of Allah Almighty and entering cast a look upon the garden, 


j It- WttitiFH: fo he told nM wajtin^E hwav Jn »lci^ 
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when he saw the old Queen sitting on the couch, attendesi by her 
waiting women. So he drew near her with courtesy and cewrence 
and taking the sandals bussed them and did as Badi'a 
had enjoined liinL Quoth the ancient dame, “Who ^ diou Md 
what is thy country; whence comest thou and who brought thee 
hither and what may be thy wish? Wherefore dost thou the 
sandals and kiss them and when didst thou ask of me a favour 
which I did not grant?” With this m came Marja^* Md 
saluting her reverently and worshipfuhy, repeated to her wh^ 
Badi'a al-Jamal had told her; which when the old Qu^ 
she cried out at her and was wroth with her and said, “How shall 
there be accord between man and Jinn?”——And Shahrazad 
perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


t MmiiJiuh hH been ilhtwi? eipltlftsd. D'Hefbdei diaiifM ftwn it tht Romanre hiiM 
Sfernnr# ti Diftmsntut, here ccmfouiuljns Morgan* irith i *ft(f Ksip/ «dtoL*n 

piAkc Morgajn^Mof white maid i0| KtiBhtity * FauT 

Loiui&n, Whjttilui', lUa). 
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Fee ddi^Atcly dITtmi . . . 161 

Fi il-ICiiiiAr, m ttLemjoonAluAe (per- 
biju nUueion co ihe Comorin 
iiliOiis).169 

FiB**-uiui ...... Ill 

FlgHts iTeqaCHf at 6xn£ra|i Of wed- 
procenkmA i - * < 

FiUcu hung ojt treea m denote in 

hoootited itR£Eib . « , « 96 

Fi!ih-theolc«y ..... 315 
Flrc-vmi mentionetl. « . 61 

FllrDmofl tiopcuALlile in cbe Eut • 181 

Root fvitdng upon the, »gn of 
doepot dejection) « . » 3H 

Foot (prdicuilc powen of die Edir> 
rm) . . , ^ . 179 

Farther of fndtj (Ar.. Hian d- 


F^hih).75 

FrtJich ictem {ill ibont them) 190 

FumigidoMtocttieJlnmifeto. . 363 
F^tih n Eupkln^ nlitclotK 34S 


Galaictdfhigi pnfn- 9 e»ir milt to 

rweet N p , . 363 

Garden fin theProphct'ifflmbiiT . 41 - 
Modtnahl . . 91 

Genet™T>- (pcculiir style of)« ■ ^ 

Ghiniiur» 1 gnllint. « .181 

Gkurdb ai-Bayn»Rayen of cite 

WoU ...... 316 

iTtHn file to,^ etc.«*"l leire 
IttoyoLi^dr^^ . . f. . 393 

Gtnife^ one of the movt timid of rho 

utTdope mbc , _ . S 4 

-unfit for riding , . . 61 


Griding the tovere^ (fonod la the 
Meroglyphi) .... 33J 

Gloom=block hiir of youth . 277 

GTootui gaihertiiH HAd ftdl moont 

tln'Tiuiffl for hwdi and eyoi . 147 

Gold (when he looked upon it^ hit 
life wnted Alight thing tohim] . 140 
Grapei (hunch ofp ndgMikg twenty 
poumb^ no cxaggcndcinl . . 35t 

GricR Joke (fthowi ng ciarian of spin ts]i 314 
Gfound (really kbicd) . * . 357 

Guat-rito . ^ » til 

-(must he fed before Iha emnd 

tasked) ..... 319 

Ha A A aL-^M (a ircnnAa** ojti*' 
mertt) 305 

Hmlas^SumiiK: . ^ . JDl 

Hail: wi dun light of the EquaODr . 336 
Hijdi °=a needful thing (for umo- 
vrfuLt) , . H - # 349 

HajAr-<x3inAge(?) ... 95 

HjM ill') bifl iLTluSdtl 97 

HikEnT=»mlrT, noc m be opn- 
founded eriih IljUnij a dector^ 
etc. ....... 19 

Hiddtiiii-Aweees . .. * . 105 

Halumma^ bring 1 . . . .117 

HaiUfingv Anglo-Indian term fw 
the Mcnlem rite of killlEie iiii- 

tnilj for food . 9 

Hummli al-HaiAy^one «Kd oax- 
rta fuei-edcki . . .. « 59 

Haibak^Jaydin * . * * 45 

H»Takit«<cermcks (alio tiud for 

CX)Ck-bcLB.t) r . . . .^ 336 

Hauh Nmlsinberitcid degree 
■ad dignity ^ , , 379 

H^rini=bn}km wall {at McCCaii) . 119 

Hirim (EV. N.J^btuck Crow« . 3S0 

Hi£Ci^hu«=heniAEic it quiyer. , 45 

Henno-floa^er rEtAfpemtadc odour}, 250 
Hctoei ami hminca of fove-uIcA 
afebofuwifourchettei. » 300 

fflnd hint Asml mod the port/irirt 96 
Hishdai (CAliph) , * > * lOI 

liiso ol-Fikihoh "^Fottaliec of hm » 75 


Hiai>°(tenAaal)petceptirm 301 

HobbliRg ■ Of mel Chow dooej 119 

Hubkah=^dDubruig of a womaA's 
waiatdoth ., . . . 180 

llulUh^drm.130 


lluniility of the lovodorn Prine^n 
aitfulEy coeitrsAtrd loldi het for- 
mfir furiosity . , , . 161 
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tliziYAB KCt. « i * - . 12S 

Ibffk^cirer * ^ . 146 

Cbrlssfo«nw iUkj ■ 3S2 

[hdUbn^w^drciiEij - 113 

EJC]lA««db^|ittns of dielmde. * 199 

IkuK^pl^tt ccc. n 1 . » * {So 

IbuJ Uhl Pettuur'i Epu . . * 3^ 


IiiOinOuiricia of the Ewo^ ttih^- 

ttJlEf 57 

IniitMA mlm . , . , 336 

idfidel khouLtl not br kiUcid uolsi 
refaiiFi^ |Q bemsmc ii Moilciti Of 
■ mbutuY . , « . . 

Irak for aj-lr^ la wao ^ . 20 

Tran—hfUTc, Mosei* uk. - « 207 

lahk lovo. * 111 

- 94 

JibjJtA, ihedtrol jB^e^ 40; 43 

Jibir Athuit al-Kiiim-«Rep*irtr 
of the Slip* of the Gfflcroot 100 

Jskfid, not jiikcd . 0 . * 16 

(poet) ^ 117 

J4n-5Mh^|jft Ktr^ . . , S2 

JaphetlAr.YiiSiof VlfM) * . 40 

- -hit ivord . + ^ , 41 

Jiuliu-th tPr N.-icwol). * . 307 

Jawimtrd fw lawia^nLifii^ tm gio- 

nikCi m bfiTf . « . « 17 

Jtiitwh (fel-)M%feiopQtiiniU * . 100 

Imtila ior PcntntulA . . 333 

J'llbib-htber^eon^ jacket . 56 

Jitlnir^Fcrt. GuIh^uIj (pano- 
grtoAce Howef) k . - * 251 


KA^AN-mA-nmi bjuncki . * !67 

KuuniJiu hawA»At he (nt) he * 233 
KwTwk ar l^d-boqi (caktr) . . 1% 

ICaX-> hod, ankle; iomioe . , 177 

Ka'ka'ac^jtflgiioB iKHao- * . 11 

Kalak-nfc . . . . « 342 

KuziEiilyah^zDOon^ljkjc ... 302 
KAintn jLkBiir»TQ*Ambuicidfi of 
the two ieti. r - - . 353 

KArtj (town La PefKftJi Irek) , . 77 

KAif^n (AL)=che two immm 
gatk^cfi - .... 93 

Karr afnao -keep thine eye tool . 22^ 

lUiid-Afkglo-lndiuv Coisid « 340 

iCur d-Mathid « high-built Civile. 346 

ICataba (fv TAttogiag} . - 250 

K^iwwad »leader (Aw {nmp) * , 9S 

Katf yiafc»how dedoo? , . 336 

K-aii^ KlmiJt ifut ‘'Pfovidence" . 131 


"Ke^'^^fee paid oo the kefi bong 
banded to ■ khlgef P - . 212 

KkuM-chceii . . , * . 377 

mbyah-coiieeAledi Khiiflili- 

pc^d^ , . "* ■ ■ ■ ^ 

Kh^'a iLIxlf—imppng of j ahi or 
lidc^beaitl . . . ^ . 248 

KluJbdi — biifibDn . . .p . 195 

KiuU'am->tbeW4g .. . 130 

Khinokth* Dmrishet’ amnit . 177 

Kliitdn*UdT;Pr^S« . ^ . 146 

Khucrl (al-)« the Grecn^ pnlnce of 
Mu^lwifah . * . ^ , 124 

KhLrad SWi“King Intellifwce: 

Ft. N. 73 

KfauhkMnab —citpboud . - 199 

Kiric (bean of Abrut prceatiw^) . 199 

Kialt (AL)—Id taHemia . « 170 

'^Kiia ground^* not » be taken it- 
enJIr ...... 310 

Kitf al^Junal * C«ne] ihmiMer- 


bladc .... . p 167 

Knirc, *'br»vcii;of anru^ , 123 

Konn quoted fiS* 11; L 42; rSi. 9} 55 

-- (m] ..... S9 

-(iccniL).92 

-- (ml 102 ) . . , , 164 

-(Ki. 31 )* . . , . 213 

-- Gim). . . * p liS 

Kdi-zn quoted fti. 61 j nS. 44) ^ 346 

—-- [rav.) * . p , ^ 366 

Ktidnt^Omnipotonce p - 135 

Kuljmn (AU}^ Edd uamf of Suei^ 

town - p .... 349 

Kumayt (AL)-=bwy hor« wiiK 
bkclc potnti , , I. . ^ 111 

KanuieTl(KiimmAir£}«pear « ^ 3l7 

ICard*3tixd X ^ p . ., 31] 


La^ab— awwd-plnr * - , , 44 

Lib (old for ^n) ► , . 296 

Ljiban^awcet miPt « ^ „ 360 

Lekic—Aetu«^ foundling^ contemp- 
tibk fallow p , ^ . 145 

Lent quoted, 95? 96; til; 113; 118; 

119; 123; 114; US; 136; 139; 144; 
172; 182; 195; 196; 109; 269; 275; 
190: 212; 303s 309; SH; 321; 36L 
Laan^o^ur, but (for daAb) k * liS 

LayUc amf K}rattfiiEgbc . . - 1B6 

Leg! nuiiJng mute the ankletl . 131 

Letter tom tun m klngdoci , , 3 

Lcttert (French) - . . ^ 190 

Eiaumtig not bcM duhondunaUe . 279 
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Uwi^AnbTcmpe « lit 

LMa ^ AywIb {ulooa irith 
cftndn) 1 . . . . . 34? 

LakiDdi**hqpc}lfe, rnwithfy * « ^ 


MACAloct (u oru whswn 

li keapcd np^ uqimmiDd]. >3^ 
vn|,TB 110 

Mbhi^wytl cTAtdc , . . , OT) 

Si^Uh Km*l»Tc*T luadicsfDc (C*ir- 

€nt TujfMimi) . . , * IJQ 

{AL)^pfttt3n^ bf the hftir T7S 
MftCCj II dangeroui w«pon * , 14 

* Mi ^UHk^c ^ «i3ii.t 

j « * * . , pi 

MaM CALK oiiph * . . * PA 

Mahr »» iHAmAgc dtjwrf, Wtlcs- 

molt ■ 4 I . - ^ PA 

M^lik (Salii^) . * . 142 

MuijftnTkjt^muifa&dj ^ . 335 

Miridim^ ^Itcbidf ■gxmrt Allmfa . 3^ 

M&nlti=-ni>Ttk . » , . 29D 

MKTwih bio tl'Hikam (GovertKirdr 
ALMttiuiah). . « . .125 

MooillAr Jbr ftaulmqe . ^ . L40 

Muk)iju:^Ahwn]ukcr [ tmJfeon ) L9S 

Miuit=>^dEiiilt ^ * p , 147 

McVAijb (jd. of mfilti)“ 5 UfOT|ca 13$ 

Maydin*i.ni . 326 

M*7iuin*t wfig * » _ * . 97 

MflrylHHkin upttJiJ of EXylr Bakr 1 
Mtfcurf ah (Kii itoiy Kqual tfi that 

iifDalTUh) , . - , .172 

MttUTiEa^phoau (t^ma oO * 294 

hliik-tiHnkLng prcfcf the 

HUfed milk Do i}k mwccE . . 360 

MtThAd market p|ac? at Bu- 

ionJi p , . .130 

Vfiffi MJUf« Capital [appHctl to 
Memphii, Foatat and Cairo) p 172 

-— (for^-pt) . . * , 3Tl 

MoKammed (^ahV right hand) p 36$ 
Mohunmed bin SiiLtrniin 

(Coremor of Batwih) p * 130 

... p » 329 

Mmutora (abounding in fawn 
htcranirt) p . p . * 339 

Mctfqo ifoliipta* . p * * 132 

Moaque akAhrih«Motqoe of the 
trmpa . « . « . 4 92 

MS, Ca^ of The Nighti ffwice of 
one In Egypt) . p . P 312 
Mtt'ardk Llbermior of 

Nccka . - 331 


Mahlpr^^conpaiucicu in Mo. 

hammed ■ ffigbr . . . . 

Mq'jfi ahDCn—Aider af the Faith. 314 
Miajiiihu-=du£iBaccncd . , » H 

MuJabba^dragiEi » . . . 105 

hfiinidamah-tabkKtalk . . , 309 

Miutawwirah (tlr) »Th« llluniiiiiad 
CrLil«<^kl^Mtdiitah) p . , 95 

Mtxiifihah^ purity piim xo palin 52 
Minify kih^TTibidlkoi . 132 

Mutimarah^nlghi-nlk by moon¬ 
light .* 217 

MujquiCO caught benretn the coa. 179 
Miurin (Al«) ^gatM * * * 190 

Mucanakklr^divuiaKt^ ptoudp 


terved ....... 101 

Muunah^pro^ifloiu. « - > 232 


Kii (pL ADylh)^canine tcothj 
<uik ^ . t . * . 3139 

Nflfil "my KKil foe ' "the fl«h " 118 


Nil aS-maur^mei*engcr of death* 216 
Naked ^without aol Of Mppet 

dothiog « . * . * 151 

Namex ftn|ucillJy do not appeaf IlO 

neat che end of a tale . , 43;. 274 

Nunlng ■ prl hy naine dSenaore . 246 

Nt'am«yH in aoiwer m m negati^ J9S 
Night (it^a laac tfH: hittet partiaf) . 243 
?4itili«*a wooianV wmacdDch * 
NoftriU Qm lifuJireaih waaln hia« 
hll heart a^at in hit mauth)« , 158 
Nofftnimi for diriniiig the aex of the 
unbtuti child ^ p , .161 

N^tayn » rpo lighci {town Ln 
Tiukeatan) p . p . p 18 


OmauiGt (piouil-cFE Toto#^ eoc. . I5D 
"Old maidi'^ igno^ In the ^t . 266 
"Old Man of the Sea** ta Mirid oe 
call jinn} * * . * ► 3M 

Oeaiin with it* capita! hSukai^ 
Omani Moaeka * , , . 24 

Opening dw« wiihouc a key ti the 
kaiYiih trick of a petcy thkf . 1S2 


pAinti quDKdJSn^i t23;277;337 
Pearti (feeah fnan water) p . 140 

PcQciiliAg the cyei with knkd * , 150 

Pen* (gskled}^EeRit wBahed wich 
told ... * p . Ill 
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PUtHniogf qiuted (ni. 905 ,, 4 

-(i. «7).9 

-Cui. WlJ .... 51 

-fi. 1+).SO 

- ifi.62im < . , . 9t 

-Oi. !30; IMiiWJ , . 92 

-J) . „ , , .95 

- Im.m) . , , . 104 

-(ij- 300} , . , , .124 

-(lU. J64) . , , . 13* 

- &.24i , . . , . 140 

'-(i. S9).171 

-(t. 120) ..... 172 

-(1.124).177 

-(ni.«) ..... 1*1 

-rii.iW4) .... 301 

-(1.63).Ill 

—;— (iii. 16$) . . . . 119 

PdHc^-QiAftcf uuwcnbXe for 

htsacA 16] 

p£ifiic^7aiiLtc»rctn4le p9Ta . . til 

Ecigltali^ i^ncett E^rencJi 245 
PrcparDoci orhooc ood fml m Arab 
End Tupccaijn jutnlcA^ n. « 2 

pFpeetUmcB (foLtf greir StimmD/i) » 124 
.Saj^E 307 


Ra^as PV-Ni KiJiufider-king. 55 
Rdbbatf =>=my ihc-Lnrdt tpplied bo 
ihffut: . . * , . . J6 

RjthinL^ Rilmt^wonil] ibr uterine 
reUdotu p ^ , 123 

of de^ieef (wIilEe wodi) » 214 
PamLih (bli/-WEjf hoUAe between 
Ja^ und jenifniem) ^ « 103 

Riyak KJjinAkHpcDiioa lying (nai 
''bfut aundiits'") i. - . 118 

“Rtaewnini it"" ttyk u/) - 347 

RepenTince Ejcqiiiis the peniteiTt , 72 

Repedtion ... * 301 

Ridu^on men u donkeya (faCEdnoa 
cXiggcnibon of African pcacuce) 357 
fkaci ffalling upun a aliip) . » 295 

Ryba'a!^ Kharvb «the wEite quAfter 80 
iKubbjEndwpcEbiipi^ icmedmci , 219 

RudEyttian Umse jEke ■) , , , 

RutthOsjefi (tbe twcij ^buui aflri 
ewer ..... 146 

Rytub (applying to pwU)-frab 


frem WEEnr ^ . 240 

SAij£«die Bibhcil £bcbi .. 3 l 6 

Sabni U bladt ilydl) . . H L 3 l 


SaJwin^dw, (nl4 4 h * , 314 

SIllc^^eSciikeT «... 35 

S;t3a*.hUiQajuH:e bald b muli^da «. 2 

-AB^erabU for f alimiDu . 36 

SaMhiyah (rulg. Sarihiyah^^^AAa- 
baitlc « » . . , 370 

Soilt nLAJuldkiyAh ^ prnTytg; witb> 
oul AbbdQn 1 , . . 148 

Sdluh (hiaw ctmpf^d} , . 1|2 

Sllih (IV. N.]^«rifhteoujf ptou^ 
juAC . . . . 3t4 

SeniAndaJ (AL) ^ SAiamAndj^ . . 250 

Samar "ntgliit-siory . , . . 312 

Samiwab [AL) nsttadini pkjs In 
Eabybidimfnik . . . . 93 

Samk—nlgfo-tjdkcr . . * . 217 

Saaa'i (famed fnr leather dtlw 

work).{30 

SandaU (kused And laid m the head 
in token of aubinismgn) « , 370 

Sajm^iah^iaiidaljr^LEg^iigApflippeTi 370 
Sad ^kettle, bucket (aitulai^ » , 181 

£iaiidair(=*<yfa mebnchotic tcHjjKra^ 
tDEJit 238 

Saw [k—parched corn ^ , 303 

Sayf al^Muluk^ Sword of the Klngia 325 
Seal-ring of Sdomon (ewth by) * 317 

Set-off for tEHuic nf wnmen . . 130 

Slubydt bln SK^mkb (Fr. N.). . 331 

Shikiitnj r m ilfnjihy . . . , 36 2 

^ummunivhe tuckesd up Cdceee w 
1 St>wt!) , , , . * * 133 

Sbara (Al^), moon Efun in Afalna , 13 

ShiTa^'-bijly lint » . * ^ ITO 

Shari t-ichoppEr^ avyrd . , ^ 178 

Shaykh nreended by a hjdf-wiftpd 
LniuLtic . . » « . . 152 

Shaykharth4Se3.(~boa/dJ . . 357 

Sfiawwin — Fcrt, Shadurwii^ 
p«hice» cntnkeg ett, . . Il 

Sibawayh rGrammariai!). ^ ^ 

Sidc-nuiidlc9 (bcrquiVEr^a^ihe Eitrrv 
Um m every nme} , , .219 

Slave ^MoAlcmafi eon compel an 
inltdel mnurf who has i cfcmptcd 

her KdufBon to xU W)^ * . 203 

SlEcpangwith a swead between them 3S2 
Shdrwet 'i^jrw detighciid in rainless 
bndt) . , . . , , HI 

Shfim fa tOMgb wood lued for scavea) 3S4 
Shubath^BrivoT « « . , 195 

Slave-oTtli (newfy bouyhtj prccen^ 

dciuA ami miutiitlali) « , , 256 

SokMBoo Coitb by \m xal^rinf) - 3l7 
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Strett aw* (if Caim, , , . ST3 

Style 1 Cilrmc publb icribe . iH 
Sutihit^ia-'in coinpanT with him . 
Suittnnf (lun Stihiymi) ^oi the frihe 
Banu SuIutth - ^ . .93 

SaUymin bin Abd aUMililc (Cjdlph) 99 
5tJjt>it]in{]rjih^A%hAftt . ^ Hi 

Su'ubln^**bdtu!Itk/' lerpent 321 
Sword RMCwetn nno ilRpcn repre^ 
aenci oa/jr the hwwr} , 353 


Tilitir«duflifr p . . ^ . jSQ 

Tibut V boer^ Bt^ etc. » * . 1&7 

--icoffcf) , , - p ^ 350 

TAabadd&=-=he dtned. « « . ISO 

Tiir Bj-bayn«p«rtirti bird * « 22£ 

Tik^h‘^BTchcd IiclLEqw in the wall, 

niche . . « * ^ 361 


Tikhtp ji “sot” from 4 Uimne ro * 
uddie . « « * . 55 

-(nwc cmphs-dcuJ than Snnr} J3J 

TakildBiHlilndiin^r cot giT T^ini^ ■[ 

fword . . ^ . * - 4 

T4klf'r4h«=ciuait-aantc . - 3ll 

Takwim ^TiLfnino (Ibr Almanlt^ . 2 ^ 

Tiiruir (dciiTCjl frtFEii bCir) » founds 

ing t ntLiifxr^" rBcrnttcneae , 371 

Ti«^ah=sandiil, dipper * « L97 

I'aTcrm . . , « » . 314 

Ttyr^^any flytrti thsrxg, binl * - HT 

Tawrifla jiddarit now a Csfronum 13 

TizHba>iiaHtinK d30 

'TtU the troth t" way of takmg an 
Eastern ILar «... 1S3 

Tciie ^hfpw cojutrocteil) - ItK^ 

*Thefr ti m Majeatyp” etCi as 
ejaculatunt oricnpaEienoe ^ 73 

Thjrd*Ttj«day ... - 34^> 

Timvah'^cTKcidife .... 34J 
Tongue (div» i* undo' thy feet) - 339 


'U^a^breMt-pochet * 105 

Union opposed to ''Sei'Mnee" . 110 

•^Uae thii" {U fmr thy daiiy 

peflid) . 193 

Uznh ^ Aurub p p . #150 


Veljl watmk (Kariink torn for 

Bonen) - P . - p » H3 


Vifllent temper (Sequent amoagii 

Eaifetn ptimaaos) . . 154 

VicEkuty ilsvcHiMa (f^speoed hj 
the wider ilare^EradeTp rardy by 

the yotiag) . n * . . 1^7 

Viiita ro the toinbf; .. . « « tl4 


WaiJjc, WattAX^Luxi • - # hi 

Wahtaii^vqiiik^-eptleptic it - . 127 

WaKd bln Sahl (Caliph) ■ * ■ 106 

Ward Shah « idutE p » , 70 

W'ara {Kl^)»earthfjnuj nnctiDtiua . 93 

Wayhi^c equiTaleni to S¥ay!b-k > I 7 T 
Weapona earned imder the iiiJ|h t 56 

-magi^ f - . - 59 

-new fomu of * * . 62 

'^"VVhatio fhou wmtldeait do ihat do" 

=Do wbac thoc wiit ■ * 324 

"Where lica Chlna-Und »it ii 
4 far cry to hack Awe , * 344 

"Who an thoc?'^ eiri {mcaiung 

*^you arc dohexllea*') . , 2B6 

*’Whoto loYtth rftCt let him beatow 

laiiscasc upon rhia fnait" , « 3l3 

Women (blue^yed of food omen) 164 


Ya^aiui wm KaotIh * . li 3S 

Y"iD4dat{^**lniiiiic" . , . 371 

Ydfai-Japhet ... 40 

Y'4}t miat khwift^ah-near an hmi- 

dred durgm , . p p |45 

Xi KhawAcd^O MBJter p p 315 
YH^hhai^itcw^ broth + , . 136 

Y1 Sitf'AbWaiJh-^O Fiilse facet . 353 

Vl Ujirt (for Urrfr) "O my Mwrtr 192 
Vuruf ^Grviut Vlricr, and hii pelisse) 3D 


^ wooden bole # . « iSl 

Zalibiyah bk'Asal^ honey ftittcta 164 
Zalrii son of Muralril^- Eurthquike 

*on of Ennosgaiuj ... 79 

ZBniali=>=ritc dtcBsaJ -with honey 

and aa^ctiti . . . ^ ^ tl5 

Zardakh4nat»Zsm{ (Ar. for haiax 
berk).Khicah (Pen^ fcr 363 

Zarr^fB^raife ... * , 54 

Zdwiyah ■comer {fw cell, omiwy) 328 
Zkirk^bluMycd, liim-flghted, por- 
hlmd.IM 
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